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choice spwits, (no ofitnce is meant to the
promoters of the Maine Law.) But “shanty
is o strange name for that place where you
luxuriate.  In my time, o shanty was a place
as innocent of chimney, door, windoxw, or floor
(save suie hewn bass-wood slabs perhapy,) as
Paal De Kock’s and Reynolds’ books are of
decency, or common sense. If you would
wander in my direction, I could show you a
place of the kind, wherein a fiiend of yours
lived near twenty years syne, and that a rem-
nant thereof 1s still left, proves that ¢l logs '
are not bad material for house building. Such
a shanty as your's, transplanted to the reel
backwoods, would gnin the reputation of
having been built by scme rich gentleman,
who was able to pay the highest price for flour
and pork, and likely to let out some fat con-
tracts in land clearing. By-the-bye, T had
some advice to give you about these kind of
“jobs,” but forgot it; never mind, the loss is
small 5 and as your shaaty, scems a snug box
for an old man to spend an honr in, and your
company somewhat of the funniest, T say yon
may expect at one of your *sederunts,” to
meet with your casual contributor, the *“old
seitler.”
R
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TOUCHING THE SECOND COURTSHIP OF THE DOW-
AGER LADY SUUROCKS, AND THE ISSUE THEREOF.

Armer Lady Sourocks had given the mitten
to Beau Balderston, asrecorded in the preced-
ing chapter of these most veracious Chironicles,
she, to 2 great extent, sequestraied herself
from the din and blandishments of socicty.
Whether this resolution was come to in con-
sequence of wounded pride or a damaged
heart, I must leave to the determination of
the learned.  But, if T might hazard a conjec-
ture, T should say, that, considering the ripe
sencetitude (@s Mr. Paumy hath it) of the
dame, Cupid had littic to say in the matter.
The truth is, {hat the notions of cquality im-
ported from France, aloag with lace and fancy
soaps, had worked an unwholesome change
upon the manners of the rising gencration of
Dreepidaily, prompting them to dispense with
the respect which they had been wont {o pay
to the gentry.  Time was, when the appear-
ance of her ladyship on the Main Street, was
the signal for a universal dropping of curtscys
and defting of Kilmarnock bonnets. Now,
however, she could hardly show face, without
being greeted with jeering interrogations about

the health of her ancient admiver, coupled
with titlering inguiries asto whether the wed-
ding-day had yet been fixed.

In these circumstances, it was not much to
be wondered at, that the scandalized dowager
should withdraw herself as much as possible
from & world which had been turned upside
down; or that saving and excepting her peri-
odical visits to the kirk, she was scldom seen
beyond the predinets of hier mansion.

The leading propurtion of her time was de-
voted to antiquarian pursuits, and fo the ar-
rangement and cultivaiion of her museum, on
which she set no small store.

This said muscmn, which had been accu-
mulating for upwards of twenty yeurs, was the
wonder and pride of the whole conntry-side.
Many opincd that there was not its equal or
marrow withia the boundaries of the three
United Kingdoms, not even excepting the host
of curiositics in the Glaggow College, about
which the student lads of Dreepdaily and its
vicinity made such a boast.

As my duties made me, in 2 manner, 8
member of her ladyship's establishment, T can
bear witness that fame had not exaggerated
the multiform marvels of her museuwm.

Tt Loasted of a specimen of everything rare
and anti-deluvian, whether in nature or art.
Touching the former, her ladyship’s presses
(cabinets she calied thewm) and shelves were
crowded, chack-full, with what might be de-
nominated the “stickit” or spoiled handi-
works of Nature, or productions which she
had fashioned in moments of whim or cccen-
tricity. There could be seen cats with two
tails,—sheep with three ivgs,—owls sporting
bats wings,—and toads covered with feathers,
like black-birds. The store of warlike wea-
pons, of the olden time, might have wrmed a
whole reghnent, and the ancient cvins provid-
cd them with a day’s pay in advance.

Then as to books, you would have been
ready to mathe affidavit, that their owner had
got the plandering of some of the convents or
monasteries in the days of the Reformation!
The very smell of them, as Dr. Scougali often
uscd to observe, was cnough to inoculate an
ignoramus with learning! T much question
whethor the Moderator of the General Xssem-
bly, who composed his scrmons in Ilcbhrerw,
and wrote his ditner invitaifons in Greek, had
read even the itle-page of a tithe of them.



