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The committee then proceed to the recapi-j and Mr. Gates, the mouth-piece of the Go.
tulation of the lusses in the navy-yard, with vernment, whose presses and type had been

an estimate of the real Iusses.  After de-
ducting the value recovered from the
original value of the articles, the total
amount is 417,745 dollars, 51 cents.

The original value of the articles destroyed
was 678,219 dollars, 71 cents, of which
260,465 dollars and 20 cents value were re
covered, in anchors, musket-barrels, locks
copper, timber, &e.

The most important feature in the de-
struction in the Navy Yard, was the de-
struction of the new frigate, and the Argus
sloop, as it inflicted o direct blow on a naval
force still in its infancy.

Both Mr. Madison, in his proclamation,
and Mr. Munroe, in his letter to Admiral
Cochrane, have endeavoured to show gh:xt
the British, by their attack on Washington,
not only cutraged the rules of war, in
destroying the public hnildings, but by again
bringing forward the IIampton and 1llavre
de Grace affuirs, they leave it to be under-
stood that the troops behaved in the same
disorderly manner imputed to them on that
occasion.

The American journals of that day prove
however, the contrary of this. The Colum-
bian Cenlinel, of August 31st, says, * The
British officers pay inviolable respect to pri-
vate property, and no peaceable citizen is
molested.” A Baltimore writer, under date,
August 27, says, « The enemy treated the
inhabitants of Washington with respeet,”

Lrom Mr. Monroz {o Sir Alexander Coclirane.

Department of State, Scpt. G, 1814,
Sir,

I had the honour to receive your letter of the
18th of August, stating that having been called
on by the goverror-general of the Canadas, to
aid him in carrying inte effect measures of re-
taliation against the inhabitants of the United
States, for the “wanton desolation commitied
by their army in Upper Canada, it has become
your duty, conformably with the nature of the
governor-general's application, to issue to
the naval force under your command, an order
to destroy and lay waste such towns and dis-
tricts upon tie coast as may be found assail-
able.

It is scen with the greatest surprise, that

destroyed, was forced to acknowledge that
any mischief done, was committed by “the
knavish wretches about the town, who pro-
fited by the general distress.”

Even Mr. Thempson was compelled to ac.
knowledge that ¢ the plunder of private pre-
perty was prohibited, and soldiers trans.
gressing the order were severely punished.”

L-)

One more extract which we give froma

Georgetown jourpal of September &, will

complete our list of proofs that hoth M,
Munroe and Mr. Madison have foully wrong.
cd the British soldiers by their aspersions:

“The list of plunder and destructien,
copied from a vile and libellous print of that
¢ity, is a gross aud abominable fabrication,
known to be such by every inhabitant. Most
of the plunder was committed by rabbleof
the place, fostered among the citizens, and
from whose villainy no place is free in times
of peril and relaxation of the law. The Bri-
tish army, it is no more than justice
to say, preserved a moderation and disd-
pline, with respect to private persens and
property, unexampled in the annals of war”

We think it unnecessary to cite further
testimony in support of our assertion aste
the behaviour of the British army, and now
give the documents in which their character
was assailed—Mr. Munroe’s answer to a
letter from Admiral Cochrane, and Mr, Ma-
dison’s proclamation.® Wealso give Adminl

this system of devastation which has bewm
practiced by the British forces, so manifestly
contrary to the usages of civilized warfare, is
placed by you on the ground of retaliation. No
svoner were the United States compelled to re-
sort to war against Great Britain, than they
resolved to wage it in o manner most consorant
to the principles of humanity, and to thewe
friendly rclations which it was desirable to
preserve between the two nations, after ke
restoration of peace.  They perceived, howerer,
with the decpest regret, that a spirit alike just
and humane was ncither cherished noractedaa
by your government. Such an assertion woul

not be hazarded, if it were not supported by
facts, the proof of which has perhaps alreads
carried the same conviction to other natioss
that it has to the people of these sfates.



