
23G ISTORY 0F THE «WAR 0F 1812.

by the keeper cf the prison, a list cf conviets,
tlîcir crimes and sentences." Mr. James ac-
tually gives an appendix sliowing the naines
of tic varions prisoners,ý and thue punislmment
awarded te each offence. liere we are tenîpted
te digress for a moment te show some of the
advantages of American law -for instance, %ve
find Iliat for killing a wife by slîooting lier,

Secretary cf State, dated Washington tlîe 22nd
March, iras receivcd by ]3rig..Gen. WVindcr, and
vas -vcrbaiiy represented by liin te convey a
positive prohibition te lus consentiîig te the
relesse cf the twenty-three Britishi soldiers held
ia confinement as hostages for the Blritish subjeets
sent te Esigland for trial, unless it iras stipuiated
tliat tliey aIse should bc released, and sent te the
United States.

This proposition iras instantly ansivered by a
note inforining- Brigadier-General Winder, tlîat
as a new ba.3is had been substituted by the
Secretary cf State, inadmissible in principle, the

ngtation iras in consequence ai. an end, and
tîxat his partial exeliange as a preliminary men-
sure iras aise void, and of ne efièct as emanating
from au net wlîicb liad, fromn the conduct cf the
propos. ig party, beceme a nullity.

The initroduction cf this nev pretexîsion on the
partof tue Govcriimnît cf tue United States hind
arrcsted tic progress cf tue negotiation, Nwhen a
note froni Briga1dierGencral Winder came (NeO.3>
'whiclî wias acceded te, by Colonel Baynies as thue
basis of a convention (No. 4.)

To ascertain te existence cf tue powrer cf final
ratification on te part of Brigadier Geuieral WVin-
der tic Comimander cf thc Forces ivas pleascd te
direct Colonel i3aynes to address te tliat oflicer
Uic note (No. 5) and aithougli the ansirer cf Bri-
gadier «encraI Windcr, as contained in note
(No. 6) did net conîplcteiy accord witii the spirit
cf candor professed by bur, and inanifcsted by
lis Excclleîîcy, nevertlîetes thc fau construction
cf it iras such as to carry te his mind the con-
viction ivhici it nmust inipress on every honour-
able mian ri persuses it, that Brigadier General
Winder pesscsseid tic powrer cf finally ratifying
any nei agreement for thc exchange cf priseneri,
inte wiîiclî lie nuight tiik preper te enter.

Under this impression the Commiander oflthe
Forces 'ias pleased to decinrc his assezit te the
inumediate relcase and exclialige cf Brigadier
Generai Winiier; theneigotiation for tliceacliauge
of prisencrs on the ccntracted basis iniposed by
Brigadier General W'inder, iras recenîmcnced,
and thxe conditions being arrrngeCd, a convention
iras concludcd on thc 15th, .pril last., ani raificd
bjy Uhe coîîtracting parties.

It is under tiîis convention, se begun and rati-
cd, and cnrried into effcct accerding te tue texior
of it, itU pronuiptitudennd good faith on te part
cf thc Comnmander of thie Forces, and te, whiich
ne objetuin lias been spcci(ied by the Anierican
Goveruiniiexît, in any of thîcir conmmunicatiens to,
Bis E:'xcclleî:cy, since the conclusion of i4, but
wiriel, on thie ccntra1ry, niusctave been accepted,
Einct it bas been in part emecuted by thiat Gev-

four years' imprisOnnimc~i is dccmed ample
punishiment, but that for stealing a negro, or
a horse, tcn and four ycars and a hall are net;
considered too sevcre a sentence!

James concludes his observatiÏons by re-
marh-ing-" «encrai Shecaffte did not behave
thus to the American forces who surrendered
at the battle of Queenston, a-id inany will be

ernnient, that Blis Exceiiency, the Commander
of the Forces, lias been pleascd tiîus publicly te
absolve ait the officers and others whio have re-
ccntly returned from the United States froni a
parole wbich Ris Excellency conceives to be in-
consistent with the ternis of that convention, and
whlîi lie considers to have been exacted by
persons ignorant of its existence, or niisconcelv-
ing its.conditions.

:iv Bis Exclleney's Command,
Edivard ]3aynes Adjt. Generai,

British North Amiirica.
Montreal, 1Oth April, 1814.

No. 1.
Colonel Baynes lias communicated to Bis Ei

cellency tire Commander of the Fu~ ccs the pur-
port and extent of the alteratioxis explained by
Brigadier «encrai Winder te exist, betiveen the
instructionîs of the 19th 3Mardi addressced to him
by the Secretary of State, and tîxose of the 22nd.
of , j saine date receivcd yesterday, and thaï;
the omission of the sanie in the first copy wvas
ewving te au error in transcribing it.

Blis Excellency, hoirever, on reference to the
letter of the Secretary of State of tuie Igth
31arch, addressed to, him, as it is stated, " with
the viciv, and in tie sinctre desire te restore -te
the nîiidcst practice of civilized nations the treat-
ment of priseners oii botx sides," and] authoriz-
in- Brigadier General Winder, on tic part of
tic United States Government, te, conclude an
arrangement,ççlîich înay embrace the excliange,
as Wiel of those hcld as lbostages, as of other
prisoners; and Bis Exellency leurning from.
tliat officer tlîat lus instructions fully coniported
ivith the uîiqualified tenor of tie proposai mnade
in the Secretary of State letter te Iiinii, did not
liesitate a monment in accedinîg to the arrange-
nients tbercia suggcested, and ivas prepared to,
iraive just grouridswihicli lie conceivcd bc baad of
complaint against the Governmenit of tie United
Suites, on thc subjeet of the cxchange of prison-
ers cf War, in the hopes of pronioiing au ar-
rangem.ent se desirable for thec cause cf hîumani-
ty and the benor of botb nîations ; and lie is
mucli disappointed te find bis hopes frustrated by
tlîc introduction, at Luis period of thc negotia-
tien, of a cdaim se toitali'y inadmissible, that had
the Secretary of Suttcsletter bornîethe imost dis-
tant a.llusion te iL, Bis Excellency ivould have
fêit hiniscîf, as hc noir dees, prelîibited frein pro-
ceeding any furthcr on tie subject.

The ,British vicir tic confinement cf tiventy-
thrc soidiers as tic first act or aggrcssion: for
the undoubtcd rigliL wvich evcry Irec nation po&-
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