
24 McGILL FORTNIGHTLY.

ing. One necd not quarrel %vith Miltoti's delinition
of a good book- as Ilthe precious lifé.blood of a muias-
ter spirit, imbalmcid and trcasured up on1 plirpose to
a life beyond life, " to belicve dhit for îîîost literary
men living is more important than wNviting. Occa-
sionally sonie one who lias been ceducatcd under the
influence of Grcek, rather than Germami ideas comecs
out wvith a definite profession of faitlî on this subject.
Symonds, wnriting volume after volume ii) bis itapri-
sonmîîent at Davos, fêit that even ilie short life lie
could cxpcct -%vas of more conisequentce tlian anytlîing
he wvas likcely to write. Il Life seemns so niucli gr"r
more important, more perniane ntly inîteresting, than
books. Literature is w~hat Aristotte callkd &yt
an honcst, licaltlhful, liarnilcss 1pastinie." Pcrhaps a
time wilI conie Mien biograplîy will bc estectiied
miore highly tlîam it is iio% ; %vlieîî it î%-ill bce hcld
that the record of a life led iii confornîlity- %vth high
ideas is of more value thali any litcrary exp)rcssioni
of the ideas thenîselves. I-Iolnîes is certainly a %vri-
ter "w%%hose own exanîple strengthents ai bis laws."
H1e is flot one of thoso wvho arc more cdifying iii
their books tlîan iii their lives. \Vliat devote o f th-
IVicar of Wakefield Il does îlot fei that the autlîor's

liunian qualities are less than his literary qualitics ?
It is flot alone that Goldsmith Iltalked like poor
Pol :" hoe had wcakncsses of disposition which niakec
us regret that %ve have so inuch biographical dmtail
about hini. Howt différent it is ivitlî Holmies! 1-lis
masterpicce is flot the IlAutocrat," but bis eiglity-f-.ve
years of buoyant, inspiring vitality.

Holmes ivas bora inii 8og, the ycar of \Vagramxî
the year, also, iii whicli Darwin, Tfennyson, and
Gladstone were born. As a H-arvard student tic
intellectual influences by wvhicli lic 'vas iffecte(i wvere
vcry diflerent froin those whliclihad hceld universal
sway iii Newv Erugland during the precediing ccntury.
The moral basis of Massachusetts socicty %vas as
strong in the days of Holmnes' youth -as it liad been
in the days of Solomion Stoddard and Cotton
Mather. But tic intcllectual horizon wvas cxpanding
rapîdly. It 'vas not alone that Calviinism iii large
measure reiaxecd its lîold on popular crcdcilce. A
genuine social awakcning acconpanicd the proccss of
religions transition. 'lic conibination of ethical
purity ivitli frccdomn of thouglît, and wvide hunian
symipathy, is %vhat gives the Bostcn literary school
i840-1880 its dlaim to lasting rcgard. Thlosc who,
have read the Il>Irofcssor," or the cssays on johuna-
than Edvards, and the l'ulpit and the Pcv, wvill
hardly necd to be reininded of the spirit pervading
Holmes' utterances on matters of speculative recli-
gion. For the rcst, cvery page he wrotc is aglowv
with bis interest in whatever nien do. No wnriter of
ciassical or modern time.; could say more truly of
himself : Homs sum ; ni! kumani a nie aienum pui.

'flic1- rv or l-lolnics' youth was a very differ-
clit ilistitution froin the Harv'ardl of thc prcscnt day.
No doubt it ivas a bctter place to study tlîan liad
been the cnihryonic highi-schooi o%;cr which Dunister
presided in the early ycars of the colony of Massa-
chiusetts Bay: wvlcni the dorinitory %%tqndovs hiad no
glass, atîd whcin students paid tlîeir fées in eggs and

j)ulpkns.But I larvard iii the carly part of this
century liad ilot outgrown the stage at %vhich o31e
professor teachces tlircc or four subjects; occupis-
to borrov a phrase »fron Hiolnics himiself-not a
chair, but a %vholc settec. And, niorcover, Harvard
in those days ivas siot progressive. Hoînies said flot
long before lus (Icath : IlDuringal nuy carly years our
old H-arvard Aima Mater sat still and liféless as the
colossi iii thc Egyptiaui dcsert." But if stationary,
H-arvard cven then %%,as nlot wvithout charm. The
library was house(l iii H-arvard Hall. The books
%verc stored in arched alcoves, Il vhich secluded %vith-
out isolating the reader." -In this place where a littie
Inter Lotcll b)rovsed deliglhtcdly upon Dodsley's
'Oid Playýs," Cotton's 4"M\onta.igne," and Bak-

luyt's "« Voyages," Hohines niust have found much
to arouse his litcrary enthusiasii. Thle class of 1829
to wliich hie belon<'edl, numibcred among its mnibers
several men who rose to emînence iii the gefieratiofi
of the Civil \Var. Jamies Frecmaii Clarke; Blenja-
min Pierce, thie mathienatician -S. F. Snmi.li, author
of the national anthen Il MNY Country, uts of thce ;"

B. R. Curtis, of the Supreme Court of the United
States; G. T. Bigclow, Cliief Justice of the Suprenie
Court of Massach usctts; F. B. Crowniinsihield, Speaker
of the 'Masachiusetts 1-louse of Retresentatives ;
w~erc classinates wvith whoin Ilolmes reînaincd tbrough
life uipon tcrms of spccial intimacy. He wvas while
in college a iiieniber of the famous Illi Beta Kappa
Society, :ind a considerable nuinber of bis occasional
poemis wverc prompted by gathcrings of bis c!ass, by
banquets of the Phii Ucta Kappa, and by functions of
the University. 'fli picce ciititlcd "l Tfli Boys,"
wvrittcn for the class banquet of 1859, wvill be renir-
bercd as one of bis happiest performances in tluis
sort

In the introduction to '"A Miortal Aistipathy,"
Hloînies lias given an accounit of the state of Ameni-
can literature Mien lie opened his Iirst portfolio.
Cooper, living, Bryant, Dana had ail done their best
wvork before H-olmes becarne knowvn to the Anierican
public. 'lic reigning favorite wvas N. P>. WVillis, who
cmergilig froin a line of 4old-fashioned, colcopte-
rous" Calvinists led for a whilc a buttcrfly existence
as dilettante and dictator of fashion. Tlic popular-
it), of Willis in one way, as the Brook l'ari move-
nient ini another, points to, a gencral unsettling of
socicty in eastcrn Mass'achusctts, which wvas particu-
larly noticcable in the years i830.-45. When the


