ol TAMPERING WITH ORTHOEPY,
4 @ Temptation to tamper with pronunciation,

ifnot to thoroly overhaul it, is almost irre-
astibl to the spzling reformer, who, shrink-

3 Mg from his queer-looking words, finds that
ta Wyecan secure a comparativly natural-look-
- g page by slight changes of pronunciation.
Me Wptman, whose alfabet is on the hole
ler @ gmarabl, has a queer-looking type for a in
& Wpther. He shuns itsuse. In a specimen

ot his printing selected by himself, we find
itbut once, tho pron. of dictionaris wud call

forit 22 times. And so this nuble sound,

the leader in all alfabets,is buried in Pitman

1ot English. Ina similar maner Pitman favors
A foin not; mainly. it wud seem, becauz he
irm & uses the comon type o for it, and new types
for 0 in no, for aunin anthor, nor, and for u in

to Jouts son.  He lets the o stand in unaccented
sylabls, and sometimes elswhere, for all

afic Jree of these so diferent sounds. He prints
‘ee. g1 10 the specimen just referd to 53 times,

where the dictionaris wud give it only 24.
If so eminent a leader as Pitman yields to
temptation in this way, what can be expected
of the minor alfabetic inventors?  Yung

J’;'lh,' fonologists also find it hard to rest with dic-
llg Jtonary pronunciation. Microscopic inves-
’ tigation of living speech is just now the
in Jfashn, most novel and inviting field of origi-
nal reserch. Why not use speling reform
to prosecute such reserches? It is cer-
ser. J0ly important sientific work.—Mareh.
{The trubl is that inventors of alfabets
ver force the language to fit their alfabets,
' gisted of fiting their alfabets to the lan-
fety fJonage. It reminds of what we can vouch
- Fior: A certn N. Y. surgeon was once fiting
o his club-foot shoe to a child, ilustrating igs
' 7' Raction, adaptability, etc., when an Illinois
ride fdoctor askt: ' But what if the foot does’nt
ot yur shoe?” ‘“\Why, (with cmfasis) riv
YOUR SHOE TO THE FOOT, NOT THE FOOT
T0 THE SHOE : between fitinga foot to a shoe,
bly Band fiting a shoe to a foot, ther is is a
ter, Bof a diference.”"—En.]
re- .
20 ¥DIFERENCE OF PRONUNCIATION.
‘ur- § In practical use of any fonetic system,
rity @many questions of pronunciation, which
vith Bhav been hidn by ordinary speling, ar bro’t
this finto view, and demand anser. In conse-
1fa- Fquence of the very abandonment of fonetic
her Bspeling, [our speling was nearly fonetic a
3 to Efew centuris ago,] pronunciation of many
The $words, especialy in respect to unaccented
i to Bvowels, has become obscure or unstable. In
¢ 1, §such cases no **authority ”* can be regarded
'rin §as conclusiv. What is asumed to be a ques-
ler- Ftion of correctnes is ofn rather a question of
hus Rconflicting analogis, of local usages, or
1 in §dictionary-makers’ pet theoris, or of mere
ling Wpersonal taste. Such questions do not admit
for flof dogmatic treatment, but ar 10 be setld

by evry man for himself, after due consid-
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cration of diferent *“authoritis,” analogis
and other means of determination. The
rule 1s: mahe nochange not plainly required
by fonetic acuracy. When the sound is
doutful, Jet present speling stand.

It must be rememberd that thess dificul-
tis ar not the fauit of fonetic spehng. On
the contrary, most of them ar a directiesult
of abandonment of fonetic speling, the
restored use of which wil undouatedly dimi-
mish such dificultis, and ultimatly remove all
that ar not inherent in the nature of our
language.—Buletin 19.

SHORT SPELINGS, — A. Wilder, M.D.,
Newark, N.J., rites to Notes and Queris:
“The curent sets in for shorter spelings,
and doutles this is beter. I don't aprove of
fonetic savageris, but radical reform shud
be establisht in pronunciation {?] and ortho-
grafy, and all p:opis using Roman alfabet
shud participate in it.”

GriM'S ViEws,—Grim the great German
filologist has said:  * Altho French has for
centuris been the comon language of Europ
in a diplomatic and social sens, yet it has
never obtaind a firm footing in large tracts
of cuntry beyond Europ. On other hand,
English may be considerd the language of
the world outside of Europ, and this idiom
(which by a bold mixture of Gothiz and
Roman elements, and by fusion of gramati-
cal forms which this renderd necesary, has
ataind an incomparabl degree of fluency)
apears destind by nature, more than any
other that exists, to become the world's lan.
guage. Did not a whimsical, antiquated
orthografy stand in the way, the universality

. of this lanauage wud be stil more evident,

and we other Europeans may esteem our.
selvs forfunat that they hav not made this
\We hav seen these words cred-
ited to Rask, insted of Grim

How 10 BeGin.—~In begining to practis
new spehng, don’t try to do too much.
Lake the 1asel from have, are. live, give,
etc. Bob programme, though and catalogue ;
spel them program, tho aud catalog. \When
yuand yur readers hav got used to these,
venture farther. If yu like to go by rule,
look up the rules of Filologic Asoc'n, or,
what is beter for cvry beginer, the Two
Rales* proposed by Dr. A, Hamilton, and
used in Toronto Herald. This cours wil
insure succes, and wil make any jurnal
more respected, becaus more progresiv, and
yu wil be domng what yur conscience tels
yu yu shud. By inteligent peopl, speling
reform 1s now invited. They want to no
what it1s. Who but editors of magazines and

. newspapers can sho it them >—Fur. Amer.

Orthocpy.

"REVISED SPELING: OMIT usolos loters.
CHANGEd to ¢, pk to £, gh to f, if sounded so.



