
TIlE H-ERALU OF SIM\-PIFILD SPELING.
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Temiptation ta taluper %viril pronuînciation.
m[ot to thoroly overhatil lu, is alinost irre-

sistjbl to the spclin, reformer, wvho, shrink-
ing froin blis qîîeer-looking wvords. finds that
te cati secure a caîfparativly nattiral.look.
log page by slighut chianges of pronoinciation.
pitnnan, %-Alose aliabet is on the liole
admîtrabl, lias a queer-looking type for a fil
fat her. J-e shiuns its use. Iiu a specimnu
of biis printing selected by ixuself, %ve lind
il but once, tibo prou. of îlictionaris vnd cail
[Or il 22 tinies. And so fibns nuble souind,
the leader in ail alfabets,is buried iiu Pitinan
Englisbi. In a similar miner Pitmau favors
oi >10; nîaiuly. it wvud seeni, becauz be
uses tire comon type a for it, and newv types
for o lu no. for i inl athor, nur, and for ii iu
bit, soit. Hie lets the o stand lu uuaccented
sylabîs. and somneuines elswhiere, for ail
three of these sa diierent souuds. He prints
it inufile specimen just referd to 53 tilnes,
wbere tbe dictionaris wvud give it only 24.
If so laminent a leader as Pitinan yields ta
temptation iu tlîis way, vehat can be e.xpected
of the minor alfabetic inveutors ? Yung
fonologisus also find it liard to rest witb dic-
tionary prouunciatian. M,\icroscopîc inves-
tigation of living speech is just non' the
fashur, uiost novel and in-ýiting field of origi-
nal reslcrcl. \Vby not use speliîîg reformi
ta prosecute sucla reserches ? It is cer-
tnly important sientific work-.-l11i;ch.

[The trubi is that inveutors of alfabets
farce tire language ta fit theit- aliabets,
îîsted of fiting their aliabets to thie lau.-

gpage. It reîninds of what \Ve cari vouicb
for: A certin N. Y. surgeon wvas once fitiug
lus club-foot shoe to a cliild, ilbistrating its
action, adaptability, etc., Mu'ien an Illinois
doctor askct : IlBut vhat if the foot does'iit
lit yur shoe ?'* Why. (wvitb emfasis) ir.
vante SitOil TO THE FOOT, NOT TUE FOOT
TO Tfliî- sitoL : betweeîi fitiuîga foot eo a shoe,
Iand fiting a sboe to a foot, tirer is is a-

aa difereuice."-- i-E.]

DIPERJZNCE OF PRONTUNCLITION.

In practical use of any ionetic sysuem,
mauy questions of proutinci;ition, %vhicb
hav been hidui by ordiîîary spcling, ar bro't
into view, and demnaid anser. lit cotise-
que ice of the very abaudonmie:t oi fonetic
suîebng, ['our speliiîg \vas nearly fouetic a
ie\v centuris aga,] pronuticiation o aimany
ivords, especialy in respect ta unaccented
vowels, lias become obsure or unstable. Iu
sncb cases ne, Ilautlîority " cati be regarded
as conclusiv. \Vlaat is asiîaied ta, be a ques-
tion of carrectites is ofu rather a question af
conilicting analogis, of local usages. or
dictionary-makers' pet tlîeuris, aur of nacre
personal taste. Sucb questionîs do naL admit
af dogmatic treatmneiî, but ar ta be seîld
by evry mari for lîimself, after due consid-

erauloît of diferenut lt)lioritis,' anialogis
and other neiîs of determnation. 'l'lie
mIe îs:- inac no0 chiange flot plaiiîly reqîîired
by fonetie acuracy. M"lîen the souîîd is
dotitfîil, Jet l)iCsCtt speliig standc.

It îîîust be reiliemberd tlîat ulîesýŽ dificul-
tis ar flot tire faiîlt of ionletic speliîîg. on
uthe coiîtrary, nîiost of tiie tu ar a direct îesult
ofa abandatîment ai fonetic speliîîg, the

1restored tise af %vîuicli %vil nindonteil y ditril-
fusl sucli dîficultis, and ultiînatly reinove ail
tliat ar flot iulieîeit ini the nature ai aur
laîîgtage.-Bidetiiu 19.

SiHaRT Sî'uLINGS. - A. Wilder, MU.D.,
Newark<, Nt.j., rites ta Notes and Quteris:
IThe curenît sets lu for sliorter sîîelings,

and doutles tlîis is beter. 1 don't aprove ai
ionetic savageris, but radical reiorm sbud

ibe establislit lu pi-anunciatian [?' and artha-
grafy, anîd ail pcopis using Romati alfabet
slîud participate iin it."

GRIatS ViFws.-Grimn tbe great German
jfilologist lias said : ', Aitho Frenchu lias for
centuris been tire comoîî language ai Eurap

inl a diplomatie anîd social sens, yet it liasinever obtaind afirn footing lu large tracts
of cntr beondEurop. On otlier liaud,

Englisît may be considerd tire language ai
thbe %at-ld otitside ai htirop, and Liais idMim
(wvlieli by a bold mixture ai Gotlîiz and
Roman elemeuts, and by fusion ai gramati-
cal iarmns %vlîic titis renderd necesary, lias
ataind an incorrparabl degree ai fluîency)
a jears destiie by nature, more titan aîîy
ailier that exi-ts, ta becamie tire warld's Ian-Iguage. Did flot a wlîiuîsical, antiquîated
o rtlîograiy stand lu the way, the universality
ai thisý lariEnage wtid bc stfil maore evideut,
and ive ailer Enmopeaus inay esteeni aur-
selvs for> unat tlîat tlîey lîav ual made tlîis
discovery.- \Ve lias seen tliese %vords cred-
ited ta Rask. inisted ai Gritu

l-low Tro IiG .Inbeginig ta practis
newu spelng, don't try ta do too nîtcli.
T1al<e tire rase] front have, aire. live. qlive,

jetc. B3ob pr-ogrammîe, thouozIg anîd catalogue.
s pel tlîeîî ftîograi;, 'ho anîd catliloyr. le

Iyun and ytur teaders lîav got usuâ to eliese,
lokup the mIles of Filalogic; Asoce'r., or,

%wlat is beter for evry begitier, the Two
IRiiles* proposeci by Dr. .1. Hamilton, anîd
uîsed ini Toronto Hc;-ald. This cours \vil
insuî-e suctes, and wail mnake anîy jurual
mare respected, becaus more progi eaiv, and
yu wvîl be daîîîg wliat yur caonsciencLe tels
yu yu simd. 13y inteligeiît peapl, speling
refarîn is naw iuvîted. Tlîey wvant ta na
whaî it is. WVbo but ediiorsaf magazinîes and
îîewspapers eau sila it tliem ?-Yzt;. Amer.

ItlVISI-'D SPELING: OMIT usalos leters.
CXR&IGE id ta t, ph ta!f, gh taf, ut sauîiided sol.
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