
Wlir. tNION AS IT AFFECTS LOWEFR CAN~ADA.

br 1791 gttie, whien iL divided ttiem; and tlîat,
once fairly in operetion, it cannot l'ail ta work
the grcatest and nîost beneficial changes in
bebali' ai bath Provinces, the Lowcr no less
than the Upper. WVe ame thereflora well con-
tentedl ta meet its opponients on tlîe ground tlîey
have tbemselves chosen,-tlîe Lower Canadian
aspect aof tbc case. It is easy ta show that the
vitèws aof thoso parties in Lawer Canada who
regard tho Union with distrusb, are îîtterly
mrrncous; and that in point aof fuet tlîc real

tenldencies ai' the measure as regards their
Province and thcmisclvcs, s0 far fromn bcing
vebat their fears or prejiidice2, or bath, bave led
themn ta ascribe ta lb, are preciscly bliose whiclî
they augbt most toé1esire for their own ndvan-
tag"e. This point establishied,bhie iw'lole argu-
bient against thb Union ivhich lias been foiîndeci
on Lowcr Canadian considerations, at once fahls
ta the ground.

Evcry political dispute ia Lower Canada, as
%%, presumne car readers ara we'll aware, resalves
ItseIf just now, in anc way or another, mnta tlîe
all-coînprehtendingr quarre1 aof the rival races,
and it is thus a tbîng ofcourse, that on a subject
aof such parainouit, importance as the re-unian,
the views and feelings of the twa races sliould
lbc of' the mast ýppusite character. Neitlier )f
them, it. is truc, is qîîite iinanimoîîs in its decis-
ion for or against thie Act; but thîs fact ]b far
from constitutîng tic case an exception ta the
rule. The immense nîajarîty of anc race stand
opposcd ta the majoiity aof tbc other; the ana
strolngly iavourinir the measure, the other hos-
tile tait. Nor is this ail. With exceptions toa
fewv ta bc worth taking inta account, there la not
the elightest sympathy betwccn the twva classes
-thus accidentally thrown together into oppo-
sition ta the same measure. The man aof Brit-
ish origin w-ho questions the suficiency of the
Act, doas se i'romn the plenitude aif the distrust
%vith wbich ha look<s uîpon the French Canadian
-rnce,-tbat portion af it most aspecially wbich
is itselfmost adverse ta the re-union. And the
anti-unianist ai' that race, in ratura, is strong la
his repugnance ta the proposcdl chancre, precise-
ly in proportion ta the strength of bis dislîke af
ait those cansequences, for tbc sake ai' w ich bis
neighbours of British extraction mostly desire
12, and wbieh the anti-union minarîty af their
-number fear may neyer follow from ib.

We have, then, ta deal with twa distinct
clasces of' objections. Befare proceeding, baw-

'C

ever, to considcr themn in detail, it becomii
necessary first, to <lefine, ini as fewv words as may
bc, their prccise chiaracter, and-in order to do
this-tL.e position of the parties who advance
thein.

The history of the rise and progress of the
il Britishî party in Lawver Canada, as it bas now
for sorte years been callod, must bc toc familiar
to our readers in gencral, to require ta bc bore
more tlan glanccd at. The natîaîal fcud which
has of late bieou carricd to such lcngilis in the
Provincçe, has had its origin in the joint opera-
tion of twvo causes; the first, the short-sighited
policy of the Quebec Act of' 1774, which, after
a short quat-i-introdîiction of the English in-
guiage and laws into the then nowly conqucred
t erritory, suddcnly tindertook to establish and
perpettuatc in i2 ail the pecularitis of the
French colonial system; the second, the f1less
short-sightcd palicy which dictated't the Consti-
tution of 179 1, and the cnrly practices of tho
Colonial administration under it.-When the
country '-as irst pcrmancently ceded, its whole
populatioit numbered about 70,000; and nothing
could ilion have been nîucb casier blian to have
assimilatcd titis Iîandfial of men, in their lant-
guage and general habits oficclîng, to thc great
body of tue nation of whicli tbey wore front that
timte to forn a part. Tho oppartunity was,
however, thrown away. Eloven years were lost
in ln(lecision, and tlien the old systcm was for-
mally adopted, and any slight tendencies te-
wards assiniilation,-%vhiclî bail begim to developo
tbcmselvcs, at once arrested. Seventeen more
years clapsa. In 1791tthe inhabitants afLower
Canadat, aof French extraction, are 100,000 in
number, COnistituting- stili alinost the whole
population) and as little changed from wvbatthey
had been under the French regime, as it is well
possible to imagine. A Constitution ia given.
For the first time tbcy are called upon to tako
part in thoirown gaverament; and a flouse af
Assembly is summnoned, ta bc elccted by them
under a franchise in effeet almost universal.-
This new body is to be, in tbcory, the "Hfouse
of Commoris" of the Cabony. Its rights, priv-
ileges ani powers arc limitcd, on the face ai the
constitutiorial z, 4t only as tbose of its Imperiai
couniterpart, the House aof Commons meeting in
Westminster, are limited,-by the existence of
a second legislative body, and the veto ai' the
Crown. la practice, however, returned by a
simali conimunity, unused te self-government ai


