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AWORD FROM THE EDITOR.

Wu are about te tread on delicate gronnd.
To lay ourseif open to the charge of egotism by
parading our Editorjal trials before the cyes of
our readers. And this in spite of our inherent
niodesty, wbich urges ns to sbrink froni directingt
public attention te our Editeriai self. We bave,
iieyertliess, determined te do violence te onr
feelings, more especiaîly as we are inclined te
believe tbat not one reader la a thousand has
gi ven a moment's theugbt te the diflBculties which
beset the Editor of a periodical like the SÂTURDAY
RICADER.

id Wliy," says the constant reader, wlîose eyes
liave scanned these linos thug far, Il why, wlîat
would Mr. Editor have? Does lie not ait secure
aud omnipotent iii the seelusion, of bis sanctum-
shut ont from the bustle of the world, with the not
very diffienît task before bum of simply providing
us our weekly RADER. Surely ho cannot have
any dlaim upon our sympathy in this pleumant
occupation; and as for difficulty, wby I ara even
vain enough to think myself equal to that task."1
Possibly friend; and yet thero are difficulties to,
be encoutered, and del.cate points to, be deter-
mined, as you would find were yen to undertake
the task.

We need not do more than bint at tbe great
variety of tastes to be catered for. Possibly you
are of the sterner sex, and bave a decided opin-
ion as te what ouglit te bc the cbaracter of the
READELc You possees a taste for metaphysical
disquisitions-.for essaye on abstruse themes-.for
Philosophical enquirice inte the enigin of species,and so forth. Ail good, very good in their place,
but a Word in your car, friend. Wer. the Pages
Of the ItCÀP loaded with articles for your
especial delectation, we slîoul&.soon number our
subscribers by bundreds whcre wo are now able
te count thousande. Again :perchance, you bave
flot dipped se deeply inte learned themes. Yen
could tolerate an occasienal article upon a Scion-
tific subjeet, i popularly treated, but say yen,
"«why li your papier with dry, uninteresting

mat ter that ne ene cae te rend ? It is pleasant
tales and sketches that we want. We taire up
thc READESi in onr heurs of relaxation, and de
not care te bc bored with either abstruse phi(eso-
pby or metaphysies."1 Perbape yen are right :
but if we please yen what Is te beceme of
your neiglibour, whoae tartes are se totally op-
posedl te yeurs ? Again : yen may be an ardent
politician and cannot understand bow the con-
ductors of any journal ehonld eechew politics.
91Wby, polities ate the lifo-bloed of the nation,
and hew, se far as yen are conicerned, can you
expeet the people te discuss lntelligently the
various questions which. are brought before tbem,
and which aIl bear more or less intimately upon
the public good 1 or, indeed, how can yen expeet
right prineiples of government te prevail if yen
refuse te, diecuse these principles with yonr
readers?"' We are prepared te admit that what
you bave said, good ehr, bas seme weigbt with us;
but de you know that your tbree opposite neigb-
bours repeatedly begged thatwe wulddisconinue
the political articles wbicb appeared in the early
issues of the REA&DER, and devete the space te
other topica? Yen are probably unaware of the
fact, but sncb was the case ncvertbeless.

Again: perbaps yen are a lady. Your fine
sensitive nature delights in poetry. Yen would
hot object te meet with flowittg stansas upon
overy second page of our paper. Yen adore
music, and properly se. Yen would even look
witb an indulgent eye upon a wbole page devot-
cd te the Fashions. Yen eau reliali a columu or
two of sprightly gossip even if there be, I notbing
in't." But do yen know that we muet net unfre-
qîîently with legs imaginative minds, inbabiting
bodies of a sterner mould tlîan yours, wlîo irre-
verently tern ail this sort of thing ilPoor stuff 1"1
0f course yen are sbocked te, find your tastes thus
cbaractcrized ; but, Mademoiselle, the fact remains.

If the constant reader wbo tbougbt our tasir se
simple bas followed ns thug far, we ehould like
te ask bum whietber hie still believes our patli te
be strcwed with flowcrs. Wo thinir we bave
written enougli te convince bim that it is not se
easy a matter te enter for tastes se varied; and
that after ail the Edibor of a journal like this, bas
some difficulties te, coutend with. But we bave
as yet only indicated one aspect of these difficul-
tics; there are others whichl, perbaps, tasir more
severely our Editoriai cquanimity.

We have a lutter box. .
We are in constant receipt of contributions

froni ail parts of Canada, wbicb are offercd for
insertion in the READERa, and are pleased that
sncb is the case; for wo deligbt te regard it as
one part of our mission te stimulate into activity
the literary talent which lies dormant in our
midat We believe the SATURDAY READER bas
effucted some good in 'this direction, and hope, iL
io destined te effoct more., But, nevertheless, our
latter box is one of our trials. Lot us select
from its contenta at random.

On the charngest of rose-tinted paper, wo
have first a note, appealing te, the Editorls well-

known Indulgence te ladies, and reqnesting the
favour of the insertion of the accotnpanyinglines
in the nuxt issue of the READER. Wc turn to
the lines-perhaps they are not very, very hall;
and we besitate between our xiatural desire to
oblige the fair writer, and our sense, of duty to
the public, until finally, with eomeothing like a
pang, we consigu this contribution to the waste
bask<et. Next "~ have a manuecript of uncon-
ecionable length, with the author's request that
the Editor wiIl at leat read it tbrough before
rejecting it Two hours are wearily occnpied in
this task, and the waste basket becemes heavier.
Hlere is a letter, indignantly demanding why a
former contribution of the writer's was rejected ;
and binting etrongly that the Editor's judgment
must be at fault. Ncxt is an intimation that a
certain article, in the previous week's issue of the
RmÂDERt, bad better bave been loft ont; and follow-
ing qnickly, hero is a pleasant letter of commen-
dation, eingularly enough refcrring specially to the
very article which gave ofl'ence te, the writcr of the
previons letter. Next wo have several gratuitous
hints thrown ont for what the writer con-
ceives te be the botter editorial management
of the READERL fEure is an angry request to
know why a certain, manuscript hadl fot been
rcturned, coupledl with the intimation that
the writor intenda te forward it te some other
Editor wbo would. act in a more gentlenianly
manner. (The writer of this letter chooses
to forget our well-undcrstood rule.) Next is a
wcll-written article, accompanicd by a few
modest lines from the author, renlly ploasant te
read; and te crewn ail, liera is a latter frora a
emaîl town in Upper Canada, enggesting that tho
REIADoR be transferred into a dccidcd temperance
journal, and 'that then the writer would devote
bis valuable energies te the extension of its cir-
culation.

We might continue te, quote ad libitum froos
onr letter-box, bu t think froin what we have
written above, Our constant reader will perceive
that its contents freqnently make considerable
demands upon our patience. We imagine, aise,
tlîat ho will bo prepared te admit that in a paper
intended for general circulation it iii net se easy-
nay it is impossible, absolutely to meut the taste
of any particular elass. The publisher of a
literary or any other journal must place bis ven-
turc upon a commercial basis; and te do that bis
Editor must meet the wants (as beet ho can) of
the many. Bearing in mmnd always, that it is bis
duty te, endeavour to elevate the public taste, lie
must pursue the tenor of bis way, prepared ta
encounter objectera, and te meet witb difficulties
in bis course.

I.T bas becti fonnd that the procees by wbicb
crystals may ho produced on plates of glass, and
their designe then etched inte tbat substance, se
elaborately studied by Kubiman, atl'erds beauti-
ful objecta for the magic lanteru, the difference
bewe the rougbened and smooth portions pro-
ducing on the sereen ail the distinction between
black and white, With $Vary variety ofhbalf toe
and gradation.


