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TO TUE PUBLIC.

A Loess, good rublio-yil-d lt 0f yesr grace-
-LUt us be frianids," Lelised tise boos, 'uta e-av.
Wolre isottiso Publilien, 'vitii ierlos fac,
DretimlIIg ai 1'nites's bis nti tiIngA os grave.
Nor yet the Edifor. ivith ssnxiolus mien,
As small beys shiout for "'cePY, If Yus eao,
1<0r c'en tise prInter armedih uvii cesos keen
ffilcli mnko audc unake prdezlesiti, Case.

But ivore, se plems you, eue 'uvio fain 'uvouid bo
yous- niglitgood frid and aivays 'ecomo gueit,
1vusLpcring et ttsues siuect traisaofisoeeY.

ieni saler prose-inuon somlo $PrigtilY lest
lWovo tilerne exlsatustless, ' laif a iillion," uay,
wo i-nstv, nu liri ta nur varicti stoe-
orflooea anti 11elt adveîslturt-, grave atnqI gay-
Gaines for tise I)arlour-PldlIOSeî,hic lot-
Tbouglits fbstiso statesmn--ecleuilc triuti,-
1'nobins nec! puzzles fiaàmeci for tttucIleus Ycuth.
Fiction a1, lseatlfls-uot ai Jedlgcr store,
Soethlng et evorytlsllng. ivc trust. but-bacc.
Tison yicid tise lion, poil Publie, ot'your graco,
.As ivec forsieas- the relu of epcîat picador,
Andi stand ulivcLed and! isop)efis. fasco tu face.
TYour frieui ad eervant to cosasani.d

Tilt ItI3DEU.

OUR UNDERTAKINO.

TIl E birth of a literary papier la Canada la a
matter of semae importance, severa! causes

baviig contribuiteto amakoit so. The iistory ai
litcrnry jouraalism lu this country is of very small
compass, ana wisat littie Usera la ta record la ai
a ves-y rai characten. Thora la scarcely ssny de-
partment of industry on urbicb ive could enter-,
wrisse anc bnîght star, hidtiing us Isope, might
not be descnicti flickerng lu tIse distance; senrcalyJ
a spbere in wirbic labour or talents eau bo aru-
1îloyed, wbard some intrepiti anti fortunste puro-
co.rser rnight notbe paintedl ta as a living platige
tisst there la, nt laast, a possibility cf stîccess.
Ontof tisis scaircity vo bave seiectedl anc. TIse
Gccasiaus on wlîich Canadians bave bati un op-
pes-tunity ai bidding welceme ta a liti!nary jpnpen,
Ons ils udresit, bave beau faw, asnd wa must add
that tisa greatitîga at suais occurrences bave net
been ofai n ery liearty naturei and, inciced, thse
griefs and regrets et tho dcase of sucb publi-
cations, altbough ai almost as frequant ne-cur-
rcnce, have beau equally tasse nnd cphemeral
iii tIsis- characten. Advancing theoretical spe-
cotations as ta tIse *%uses ai tisis inchiffenencoi ta
native literatune wauld ouly ha a los3 ai Lima;
iL would nlot nlter thse uakedl truth tbat almo2t
cvery efflort in this direction bas been totaliy n-
successfel, while iL might possibiy give offenca,
a rutieness and waut ai taste, ai urbich ive bave
no desiro ta piead guilty. Wo have dater.
mined ta publish a Iiterery journal, and a-e hava
no intention ai losing money by it; we have
cnteradl upon tise tas' iu tisa foll bali UhaL
Uic Lime bas annivei wlhan suaIs an undertakig,
if èondncteti with energy and prudence, musC
prove stîccessiol;i and aithougîs we are unfas-tu-
nately withont a precadlent lu thls respect, tirelve
uulucky months must rall by bzioro ira shah! ha
convinceti of tisa fallacy ai aur faiLla. Our pri-
nier> abject, ana ive =ay jssst as maIl amu it, la ta
mate moncy jandi M.thougis me May hsave select-

cd a soxnewhat roundabctt rond to fortune, liko
most other ordinary ivii"nd e have chosen
tho one wblcb, for u25, po5Sso'C5 the grcatCst
varicty or wvay-siao attractions.; As a pledge
that we w!)! use cvery legitimnato effort ta pri-
duco a meritorlous periodical, ivo offer self-ifr.c r-
est; it is perliaps thse ildroussct but it is cec-
tainily tho surest ive eau givc. It is tho fairy-
wand of ovcry day lifé, a *t wbadso iagical touai,
orlcr springs forth frorn confusion, symmetry ont
of chaos.

It must bu apparent Za evcry thinking person
that in a newv country likce this, where the Iiterary
arena la limitcd, the success of a periodical,
wixose existence dends chiefly upon the cxtcnt
or its circulation, can only bo attained by em-
bracing a largo number of interests, or ratixer by
intecesting a largo number of rendors. To coin-
mand the attention of the politician, questions of
provincial policy must bo freciy discusscd; ta
secuco the approbation of the economnist, political.
ana domestic2conomy mustbavotbeir places; thon
the general reader wbo looks aiter fresh litera-
ture, axpccts the merits and demernts of ovcry new
book ta bo set forth wlth mirror-likao dlstinctness;
tho sovel reader considers fiction the staple com-
modity; tho manof science would have us devote
half Our spaoto the expoundlngof scientifleqlip-
ries and tisemrcordlng cf sclantifie rescarches and
discovenles; thea loyer of music and the fine arts
wants at Toat u pago a week; tho admirer of
the dramns, considers the stage deservîng of more
attention 'ban is gencely nccordcd ta it. And
the ladies ? why, they expect a perfcct transcript
of thse London and Paris fasbions. flesides, tIsane
are a largo number of othier interests ranging
batween the hoaý1-headed olui nu wbo wants a
acent periodical, ta relie,.z .!io monotony of

idle blesseduess, ta tIse isrcbin of a dozen sura-
mars, Who willingly suspends tIse pursuit ai bis
favaunite studics-tso Rtuleo f Tbrce, Grammar,
Spellissgfook Supcrsoed, &c.,-to luxurlato in
the fantastia dclights of a good Christmas tale.
Ail tis ana more must bo donc, and -wcll donc,
befone thsa failiuno of a periodical cau bo justly
charged upoia thse public.

In bandling political and general. subjects, wo
sIsall andeavour to caru, at leat, the palm of
originality in aur modo of trentmcnt. Woe shall
endeavour ta regard tIse Public ns a comnpound
mass of baitigs possessing- eq.unl intelligence,
equal understanding and equal jutigment witis
ourselvas; and haerm will consist our origin-
ality. Ilitberto Canadian wvriters bava actcd
têwards the public tIse part of Rlosencrantz ana
Guildenstere to Ilamlet. ITow often have tbey
triedl to Ilgovcrss ifs vantages" Ilvith thini fingens
and thumbs? Hlow many timas bas it brecn
soundefi from its lowest note ta the top of its
compuas? Blut thaugli thcy bave "frettad" it,
they seemingly bave nlot beeu able ta play uspon
it. Tho fnct is, the public of Canada la
nÀot ta ho played upon by thc nsast sillfssl par-
former 1 ad ila aur opjsnion tIse duty of
Io honcst jonrnalisi now-a-days ls conflncdl
ta the anasg or compilins Cr facts anti Ibo

Plncing of tbeoevidenco and arguments, on bat,
sides ai tIse question, beforo bis renders in tIse
snost condensed and yet comproensive shape,
leaving cnch individual ta use bis owu jutigment
and draw bis own conclusions. Mo do net
msenu ta conVOey Uicone that a JOUrnali3t sbeuld
-%vithisold his o-sn ýicks on thne question ho treats
af in bis paper, but that thea sbould bc psut fortis
in tIse shape of cammon-sense arguments, and
nat cndenring entreaties or rude badgeriug,
as thongi tIse publie wcro a pet spaniel or a
rusty hanse, innocent of intelligence aud amena-
hIe only ta conxing or tho lash. This is tIse style
pursued i.. tbe more respectable journis oi thia
Province at presenit andi, ta say the least, iL ls
nnytbing but fiattering ta tIse public.

In fiction, ive shah! confine ourselves chiefly ta
tIse reproduction of thse svorks of B3ritish authors
of repute; arrangements wubicis wo bave anado
svith a respectable London pnblishitig bouse, on-
abling us ta produco thse works of somo standard
writers, at the samne time that thiey are publisbed
lu Englanti, and hefore tbey have beau puhîlibeti
on this continent. Eacîsof the othcr departuients
ta wbici ive bave refbrrd, ive hope, ta supply hy
native talent, and on the wbole wo ara confident
o? aur ahility ta furnisi a SÂTUnDÂT RSADEIs,
wltichsball desarveand rccive geucrous support.

VENERATION VEr.SUS REFOI21.

r[W people of Qnebec sem ta ho wcary ai
I. municipal institutions, ana hlave appliad ta

tho Legisaturo ta relieve tIsera fnem tho evhls of
civic gaverument as undcrstood hy the Angle-
Saxon race. Far this tbey have bea sevecly
censurefi, as Wevil in Parliamarit as by tise press.
But wov d6ubt if Uic denizeus of thc ancicut
capital have net sufloredl injustice at tho bands
of tIsait critics and judges. Tt is certain that
the afraira ai Uic city oi Qucbac bava beau
gressly mismanagad,,and tbat some grat change
in some direction capo nse savo thara front
banirnptcy iiiia aisgrace. Now, whnt are tisa
citizens of Qucbec ta do in tbis axigancy? Un-
der tbe cxisting system, tbey have, ycar after
year, beau hoping that mattes-s wauld menti; but
ycar aften year tbey have bacra sinIting ticeper
assd deeper into difficulty anti debt. Lot us nat
blame thaun, thon, overmucb, if for un extrema
t'vit, tiscy spek ail ex4eme remedy. wo do net
believc they would act wisoly iu placing Uic
city fonds in the bauds ai parties irresponsible
ta the tampayers; for ail experience is oppaseti
ta sncb a step. Dut 'uhilo convinca ai tlis, We
aiso believe that aur municipal system a grca=tly
bohinai the age, asnd requires net ouly ta bo
nmcndcd und reformedl, but ta ho revolutionised,
so ta speak. A forma of city governimant that
was a banefit anti a blessing ia t ho days of Uic
Plantagenets and thc Tudors, may ho anytbiug
but a henofit or a blessing in Ui,: ninctecuts cen-
tir>-, yct; ina aur revanence for Ulic gooti iL bas
effccted ina the past, 're Isold cvcu lis inuIts ina
traditional venaration. Tt is the Ssme,'toa, lu
tise Uitet States, àato 'viicis ie ca 'Puritans


