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A VERY LIVELY MEETING.
HIE Dominion Commercial Trav-

ellera have had their meeting
ing in Montreal, and, as every

one expected, it was of tie lively or-
der. 'The commotion ail nrose out of
tie conteot for tie prezidency and tig
mîanner in which It land been carried
on. In tact it looked at one time as if
active hostilities would ensue over
sone remarks made by Mr. D. Watson,
one of the newly elected directors. The
discussion waxed very hot at ane time,
indeed, but the counsel ai the viser
hieads eventually prevailed, and thle re-
solution vhich threatened ta make
matters 'unpleasant was tabled ; the
fervent wish of ail 1 ing, as the new
Plresident remarked, that the hatchet
would be buried so deep that ia ane
could find the time ta dig it up ngain.
The interest taken in the meeting was
plainly demonstrated by the crowded
attendance at the rooms of the Nasturai
History Museum, vhere it was held.
According ta Scret.ary Wadsworth,
and lie ought to know, it was the
largeut gathering ai the boys lie ever
had ta record. It was about 8 o'clock
wien the meeting got down ta huai-

iess, for considerable hand-shaking land
ta be indulged in as a preliminary.
Tie retiring President, Mr. F. Hughes,
accompanssied by an enormous yellow
chrysanthemaum, which rellected a gen-
ial yellow glow over his smiling face
and iandisome mutton chops, took the
chair about a quarter past eight. He
carried two more of the fashionable
blossomo in bis hanus, and the boys
indulged in some amaîl vagers on the
quiet as to what they were intended
for. The mystery wa saolved, when le
called 'up Meesra. Cains and Wilson,
the two gentlemen who were aspiring
fr his seat, and, antid thunderous ap-
plause, decorated each of themr. Then
the refulgence was dazzling ta belold
and it took snome time for the meeting
ta get down to regular prosaie work
after this little bit of sentiment.

But everytbing bas ta bave an end,
and, alter Secretary Wadasworth hiad
read the minutes of the last annual and
quarterly meetings, the annual report
was read as followsi:

Gentlemen,-Herewith your directors
beg to present the annual statement
for the fiscal year just closed, and
agan congratulate the Association
upon the rapid and substantial pro-
gresa made during the year. Thrce
hundred and Iorty-five new members
have ibeen admitted, while 247 old
muember- have dropped out, lcaving a
net gain of 98, and making our preu-
ent membership 2,849. Your attention
la called to the accompnying duly
audited financial statement. The total
sacome for the year, It will be observ-
cd, ainounts ta $29,557.19, and the
expenditure $19,680.80, wlhich with

re $248.05 written off, leaves a net gain
ai $9,628.34 carried ta capital ac-
count, wihich now-reaches the sum of
$117,641.10. Sixteen members have
been rernoved by death during the
year. While this la about the average
number, it will be noticed that the
amount -paid in death benetits la much
above the average. Thil le accounted
for by the fact that many of the de-
.ceased were membrs of long standing
and three of ,he daths being the re-
suit of accident. In the last annual
report, mention was made of an im-
portant meeting with the railways
early lu December last, when deputa-

tions from tho various Assoeiations
with many of our lending merchants,
waited uapon the railway representa.
tivefl and presseil for further conces.
nions. Tieir reply was received enrly
In the year, granting only a very smanil
concession, viz., the extersion of the
week end ticket. While the more im-
portant ntatter of a two-eent rate
land further excenh baggage privileges
were not granted. An important joint
letter from the railways lihs just been
received witl reference ta the admis-
sion of applicants to memîbersiip,
vlereby the "foitr months" elause isi

ta be more rigidly enforced, and which
will necessitate nany of our present
members ln renewing their subscrip-
tion, to lecome associate menlbrs,
who will be entitled ta ail the privi-
leges of the Association except raiilway
concessions. During the sumnner :nn ex,
cursion ta Portland, under the nus-
pices or the Association, took place,
andl proved a very enjoyable affair.
The commercial travellers of Portland
and the citizens generally gave ls a
public welcome and treated US iii the
mat cordial and hospitablernnner pos.
sible. A benevolent fund, ta provide as-
sistance for Inenbers in deatitute cir-
cumstances hae recently been estab.
lished. This lias been a long feit want
and has often becen discussed, land vart-
ous ways suggested for raibitig a fund
of this kind, but, owing to opposition
to the several echeme s preuieted, the
matter was not taken up until re-
cently, when it vas resolved ta appeal
ta the members for voluntary subserip.
tions, and we trust that the cireular
recent> issued respecting this funid will
be liberally responded to. The nonthly
social entertainmcnts iheld duriug the
past winter were a source of pleasure
to those who attended. The Associa.
tion is indebted ta the gentlemen of
the committee wio arranged these en-
tertainments at their own expense.
While the year has not been markel by
anything of an unusual character, the
Association la ta be congratulated up.
on its gratifying progress, the good
feeling whicih exidts amotig its mem-
bers, and the important pusition wiîlli
the Association hais attained in public
estimation.

Respectlully subinitted,
FRED. H UGH ES,

H. W. WADSWORTH, President.
Secretary.

The financial statement showed f hat
the receiptu for tle year, including a
cash balance of $6,124.87 from 1891,
had been $33,.683.31, of whici ipeinber-
sisîp certificate represented 123,784;
interest on investments and bank de-
paite $5,774.27, and inivestments real-
ized, $18,000. 'Te dishursements had
been $38,228.85, lcaving a favorable
cash balance of $15,450.46. Of tie ex-
penditure, working expenses had swal-
lowed up $ 4,216.08; assurance indem-
nity, $19,680.80, and investments $18,-
500. The asacts were put down at
Xii,'628.69, vit., cash $15,456.46; in.
vestments, $100,770; accrued interest,
$802.23, and furniture $600.

The following " In Memoriam," of
members who had passed away during
the year, closed the report: D. Dobbie,
A. G. Hill, Thotuas cearney, Charles
Lowe, Daniel Robertson, J. Ô. Mc.
Arthur, J. F. Gregoire, Sain. Austin,
Wm. Clarke, G. T. Beard, Ait. Labbe,
J. E. Doyle, Alfred Lang, J. W. Taylor,
E. W. Heffer, G. A. Pontbriand.

l speaking ta the report the retiring
President called attention ta the tact

that tlhe general expenses of the Asaso-
clation vere smtiilher now thait in 1810
wllcli wias ov,ng to tihe fact thnt
there was niq dinner tieficit, the total
expenditure heing $00 iless. ois thie
other hand the. would set, by tle sun-
nllnnt report thiait tie>y lînîl Iost no le'ss
thn it x atien melm 555l'lbers, ilnd that the
Assotaintioli init paid out for nssuraniee
indeinlity $1G.464, whsiei vait the
lirgest imount ln the Iiistory ut the
Assiociationi. TJ'ie nuiber if dentls,
wats exceieel by one In 1890, buit tihe

amîsouunt then plai ont for intdemnsties
wat, $1.000 k·ss, wvi w'ent to siowi'
iowv elosely the old imembers vere'
sticking to> thIe Associntion, :nmli thait
it w-oild have to closely iisbaniid its
forces in tlie future. The itiiniber who
hald dropped out w as about the sjame
as uîsuIl. In 1890 it sva 235; ii 1891,
257, iiad in 1892, 247. The iierenst
aà nin membership was % in s about tie Mainle
proportion n in the past. Inl 1891, 71;
alnd ii 1892 a net gain of 98. laI the
report mention vas made1ît. of the "lotir
mutiha 'clliise" lis eonnluection witih aup
pilintions for memsbershlip. This litaI
aways been a1s the application paper,
with the exception of one year. Tie
rnailway comspanies requested it to hc
restorel, aid tlis w'as done. jany
meibers travelled less than tour
ionthsi it the year, ani tie railway
companies nsow wnînted i t stated about
the number of days they travelled, aid
about the number of pouiids io boggdage
they carried. Tiey also waited st uînore
clearly defisned whether the niember
waîs a cossinmon merchant or lot.
Concluding, MIr. Hughes remarked tiit
lhe was sure that the niembers were
satisfied tila, the honrd t 1892 liad
done its duty, aid it was evîdenît tisat.
the meiîbers thouglit so froan the aîp-
plause witli whiclh the remark was
greeted.

After Mr. Wite land aked some ques
taons about the educational fund, Mr.
8. Woods had sometiing to say. He
commecsseed witih the rather nmbiguous
remark that the annual reports always
looked on the briglht side of thinhgs,
but au he proceededt it was foulid that
lie was perfectly satisfied with it The
oniy thing lie vaited w'as separate ac-
commodation ait the roomus ai the As-
sociation for smokers and non.smusokers.
lie noticed they liai a constantly in.
creasing resserve fund, and thought
some of it could be acceptubly dispos-
ed of in the natter of securing better
accommodation at the home of the
Association.

The chairman replied that the retir-
ing board had thought of the umatter,
but as they wouhl be moving out of
their present rooms this spring they
had concluded that it would bc more
appropriate ta leave the incom-
ing board to settle the matter.

àir. George Forbe«, while admitting
that the report wsn a good one,
thought that the ratio of expenditure
to ancoase was not na amail as i t should
be. Alter some discussion as ta the
object of the recently established ben.
evolent fund, Mr. W. Percival moved
the adoption ai the report, which was
seconded by Mr. Price, and carried un-
animously.

This natter disposed of, cveryone
settled down with a look of expectancy
for the report of the ecrutinieers as
to the inconîsng buard. Mr. T. Paton,
the chairman, came forward with lis
usual impassiave stmile so well known
on the lacrosse field, and announced


