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By Viffiani Banks Jt.C HRTSTMAS Eve -- lt wvas ai very tryingday in tise great departraientai store aîîd as
a consequence the c*nployees we.re not ini a
haippy frature of minci. Ira the first place

it 'vas unconsfort.bly witrm for Deceiriber; sec-
ondly, tise store 'vas tisron,-,ic 'vitis people; tisird-
ly, tire Ilgrand " orchestra, hirec for tise occausion,
ivere "lmurdering " tiseir limrited ropertoire. Nev-
ertîsiess, one of a dozen girls iii charge of tise
coutor rt îvhici tise isoiy and xnistictoe were
sold, seeuusud quite contoiîted. Several times sute
giancod nt tire big dlockc on tise 'vail beliisd liesr.
At las. eile of lier comparnions remarked la ais
injured tae IlI'm sure I don't se lsowv yoss cari
koep se calma Lents, 'vison tihe rest of us as-e jîust
fhî-irried."

Tiret a'omptly, I iaa i t. You'r gouiii- to
lunîlih %vith laina tA. day.'

Lou-a Iblusllpd andi nor'lded in Lh ii.fhirmative.
IlLucky girl," said lier cosnpanion, "lbut," aci

inirniîsghy, Il lie coîiidn't lselp loving you. 2î
"H us, you foolisi clsild," ansîvereci Lena,

soaftiy.
Slie glsceci at tise dlock agaimi. h iat

just filteen minutes tes tise romait lioir.
A n over,-roi boy, clotiwd1 ini rougis rsrei

Iris face as'] Iandî covereci ili grinsle, wmsiked
up to tie cnunter. Len-t knew Iii lie- 'i-an si
apprentice in thse machsine sisnp wire lier lover,

Phls L-tii-dt-n, 'vas eîinp, aîiti land severais
tillacs bî-olisgit mss:gsfront laina, haut isever at
sucli air houasr. A .sssddce.n fear stoli- isto lier lit-ar t
an tire lad iiandc<l lier a sînail shmeet of nctc.papei-.
On it lsin I' hsold i.Lsntwrit.iii- irere tise 'vora:
IlAccident mnt tise 'vorks. Cannlitïse". visl a,; ar-
rauîeci. %Vill rail tc-nig-it. lit barste. Pll."

41An accidlent" -ie said aioiid.
"Y-s iis",sswercd tire lad.

She inoicec rnt tise note aýg.in natali tiien %viîi a
curions shIarp note iu lier voice, tssf-d « Wlîmt le
tire mst.ter irith i r. 1age 'a

CI viin, tise lucy repsipr', soniwi-tt -tartleci
b'. tie question, 1; lin. siîs'L lssrte.l. It'x, Jinîuny

?sIatsocn."ý
IlAndi whiat7s tise mat.ter iritis Jimnwy 1"

41He7s kilt.; dat'.-% îroC'
"I]Zilieda," tire ter spmrng ta lier o'vrr.

"Yep, anîd Minter Langdeuss -fine t", tell ie

Whv dia thrv Sena Ilim 1"
Bétcou lis's tihe mtas' niceet mari inii se shp

'van Use repiy, and tise boy wvaîker awasx
Il <lTio miWa usicu-t unans ini tis op, "site mur-

-we m zured, layes and in ail] tiso
city and asil thie world," asnd
siio asiicd cosstentedly.

cali to.nifght anîd tiînt wudC lac pfria

"'would be sucls IL sssrry Chrkýtssîw.
So slii liuiîched alotie, lit tire littie restauorant

iseross the wvay. \Vlien site liad finisied hier mieal,
and wîeu about to rise iL issatroiîly wonian aeeosted
lier. '' Leni Doulis-weli 1 icir.

Leia, iookcdl up ais suirprise, thiioi lild out lier
lianrd srsyiug lis sihe did Nao, " Mraj. Darlingwîi-

wisere did you spri ng fronti 1
]3efore replyisîg Mii.lariington clasped Lcns

liand wariuly, tison sittissg by lier aide ssida, IlLeft
iny liusbuiid nt Ironie and'casile ira on tire mn<rnuig
trains to (Io sortie zihopping1ý. Wlhy," she ctuntiiuedi,
Ilit's ncariy thice yeurs silice we said g-oud.byc.'
Lot us hazve a t.alk, da.

Tlioy chattedl 1Lw51 about things in -encrai for-
a ltin while ansd throir 'Mis. Dkirlinigtoî said:
IlYou are to bc marricd suooi, 1 hear. WVio is
tire happy isail 1"'
CI Mr Langdo-n," Lenas answored, Ildiai you over

tricot bina 1 '
"4 Nt ?hiilng n, increduluusiy.
"Yes-. *You kisow lin "'

ICso'v Iiitu. Goodn msa, Louaiz," shte stopped
thse othser wvas galzing rit lier %vitiî à frigsteessd
expression in lier grey eyes.

Xiiow bina. MINy doar girl I ouglit ta, tell yoss.
I wvili tell vour, tisougli bêlieve me I wvonid bc tire
last persan ir thre worldt o say anytsîîg to mar
your liappiniess." Arad, as evidence of lier sin-
cerity ins sssukiîîg surcla a stateinent, site told mi
story tnriL p;scd Lcsa's ciseekaand biottcd out in
a few inome-.ts Uste sweet joy of tiiree ycars' (af
trustirsg love.

At oune o'clock tiîey parted tract feria %vent hack
to tise store.

Dssring the attersioon site wcnt about lier work
'vit> so greata a in it. lier huart tsat site wisied
site iniglît die. Tise aîuu, "lA Mcrry Christ-

ss,"framcd in lisolly anidnîistetoe, hsanging close
bw tihe bi.- cock, asncuid to look down uponi lier

lM bitter nockervy. Site coîsld never ho mesrry
4.gain.

Six o'cltock,-c1osill tisne-caîse at last. Osi
lier jourîuy limeite recaiied lier first meetinsg
wiitis nli; just after &lie land comne to thse
great~ cst-y witis lier moutiser and fatiser. It
wal; sucli a %vcndrous clise f roi tise littie
cissntrV towri vhierein site wiLq humi and land iivc<l
until lier Lwvstieti yeusr. licer hsome wvas a quiet
onu. amd int very briglit, fuor it 1usd feit tire
pisîci tif pnert.y. Thêsacîs liIaci contie lusto lier
life andc suuîssî'isow ciry k e lione Iri.lsàter ani
life'e r<ad'vay speiissd isotsr Tite yc;srî lî;sd
frotte lîy %wiftiy, liappiiy. A certain Clay, not
lonsg silce pas. S tîî<d liait wviti a clear Jiîuss

gl.îbw ; tiit- day 'siin Puull t4id lits love nai hall
sdIippcd titi to lier fiiger tire Il darest " crýiggcmnt
rin.g.

Suuîaet.isns sule lîadi 'votuîdreci vlay ]?hi, ws-ii
lia' 1 coint" tA) tise cit.y sissrtly ;sfter lierseif, apsmik-c

selios tu tie v.'st itervessiiît ht cm luis e.srlv
1na:is1110M -1111 the lime lie ssîrt lier. Slip liai maot

dnîîuud lîjîn for tiat, liait sloiw lip undlermtruod.
Ti a vagu-te %v'sv sht, trieci w~ asçure lieel abat

Mrx. t)arlitngtasîis stnry was neuit t rue.. Blut Mm-s.
Dariin-znu Isac maire ilan tance prove<l a ... l

frit-ni], andi lipar -stqrv, togetiier %vill li;cllvdoy
iisgivill-q wlîcli liaud truîliil)4 lier at tlln dl.;-
Pite' I"lsi' Striait lbave, tonvinceci lier atal liard-

un-ilier lîeart.
W irai l"Il caiie tmat nigit site Iid flot ineet

hini at iin clusir as %va% lier wount. Mm-s Puglat
ilsosved tlin vosmusai-,mr Iintu tise utile parnt- ai],
I.xcli,ýimîg lirseif, Irît iilmi alan.'. Plail %vaitnd and
wvnnglrrd 'wly Lenua ditl rnt uspieitr,

Preretnily su" came, lier dam-k liair di'%trrange«d,
lier feattur;n' enntritrite liv msental s'u(rering. In

lier armna silo bore a nusmber of books, sortie
plioto.q, ansd dainty bric-a-brso Pull, who land
risesi on lies' entrasice, rccognized iciai as pros.
essts lit) 1rail giveus lier. Sile pisîcod tiom, oit a
litti table bv tihe windosv.

Il Ocar huajrt," lie snuid, Il whst is tihe mnaLter?1
Silo iauglied iiynt.ricaiiy. Pll %vais pairieti ansd

miystified. Il '.lsat <lops tis meurtnf" lie asked.
" rtake tisons away," aile assere<i ueariiy, "' I

utover 'vîstt to se t.iein again." Siteo at down
iii a chir by tire table.

IlWhati dos iL meu 1" lie desninded again,
liomrseiv.

Site ilid isot answor. Ho stood looking at lier.
WVlieit site becasue conscious of! uis gaze aille
msxorted lier liersd.

IlGo away. You are hsurtiiîg nie." lier torto
was cie of entroaty.

"IYou have no riglit to trcat sno in thia fash-
ion," lio said iiot-y, t'arnd," fstubbornly, uII w ili
not go beors- you offer somae xplnnation."

Site took tiro engagement ring off liesr fiuiger
and pressed iL te lier lips.

Il rîs, Lona, in Godas naine don't.," lie plended.
Site laid tise ring on tho table. "INow go,"

sie inuttered.
"«I will siot." Ho took a Etop forward, svit.

liands outstretcscd.
IlDon't touclitrme," slirinking, IlI coula, sot

bear tisat."
"«You are coinîg too far," lie saici rougisy.

CIWlîat have 1 donc to deservo surcs treatîncrit 1»
M~.inutes elapsed before site anssvered hlmn.

Tien IlMr. Laîsgdon," hie bit hili p at thss. She
rose as saise uttered tise ivords and 8toud facing
liii. -«Mýr. l'ang-den," se ropuited, "ldid you
ever know one Toin Darlington 1'a

"lYes," lio answssred worîder-ingly. "Iwhat
lias lie got to do witiî tîsis?"

«Howv long ao'"site asked, ignoring his
question.

II haven't mect him sinco 1 knew you," ho re-
tu mcd.

"IBefore tison ho wvas quitte gond enough for
you-"

"Lenas," gsty
"Don't isiterrupt," sise broke in. "9A good

wvoiiîan savec i 1dm. 'You %irs- a gtsmbler then 1 t
His face paled ais lie answcred alowly, <-Ye8.'
IA professioîml ginbier, I belitove," she %vent

on, "aji drunkard, ton."
IlNot thiat," lie crieci, us 1 swear-"
"lAi 1You oniy draik occamionsslly. 'Your

caliis demanded a clerur liead and a stcady
lisnnd."
Il'Since 1 liav-e known yoi-" lie laent.

Again bile cuL hlmalsrt- But yoxs geiscrally
mlotnaged to g-t tire mers you plrîyecl witiî ilà:oxi-

VTint 'iii dn," lie niurinured, , 1 'viii go."
Ro- turned ta leavo tise m-ns.

'- Not y.-î ," mse comma.-ndcd, wits strange incon-
si4ipîecv, "lYou salsl lisar tis we tihe end'.

lie facted lier agaimi.
"Tise police kutiev of yen."
1I iever-

-Figured. in tise po)lice court," site ssddcd
quclly 1" kîsuw- hit. You took goud care te

avoici stuei notoriet V.'
lie %vas grisniy deteriuineci row. "IGo oui," ho

«Yoss 'ern a IuImsmpiimer.
God fomiiive ine," hie anwered revcrcatly.

lier courage !ruiied lier. Site sat Clowns again
andi coî-cre lier face wi lier lsands.

«You db tnt denv it," cinse ouîed, Iland 1
would lhave helieved you Muginst the wvnd. Oh!
P1,11, Phsil! 1mwt crin 1 truant you ragain."

lie lét lier CI-y for a 'vhsile, then wivisn ii
Retsiied calmesr lie &nired. "1Do you remcxnbcr icl
niglit, 'o i-.t met 1"

IlY*%" aille nnwe-rea, alimcst isuaudibly.
lira voice was steau'y and dispasionsutoo as lie

Cliluaud on5 pap X.


