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CTOBLR 5. Muraiog. Juuvan snnis s taoviy,
(Exod. xvi. 1-18.)  Llim, where werg twelve wells of
water, and seventy paln  ces, has been identitied with a
place in the Wady Ghur ucl--a lovely oasis in the wildcr-
ness, whence the children of Isracl journeyed to the desert of
Sin, where they arrived on the fifteenth day after their depar-
ture from Egypt. This desert was a sandy table-land leading
to Sinai : and no wonder that in such a locality the people
shoald want food. Instead of trusting to God, however, as
they well might after such displays of His power, they mur.
mured, and fooked back to Egypt. There they had plenty,
now they were ready to die for bunger. Yes; but they for-
got that they were slaves, Jehovah promised (ver. 4) that
He would rain bread from hcaven for them, which they
should gather every day, according to the nced of ezch per-
aon ; but on the sixth day they should gather twice ax much,
since on the Sabbath there would be none {ver. 25). This
glad pews was communicated to the people by Moses and
Aaron, and they told the people what they were to do (ver.
6). God had heard their murmurings, and He would manifest
His glory, first in the cloud which was over the tabernacle,
perhaps by some special shining forth ¢f the light, and next
y the food Ile would miraculously supply, giving them
bread in the morning and flesh in the evening ; and thus they
would know that they had murmured against Him., When
people murmur at their triale, it is against God that they
murmur (ver. 13). That evening came a vast flight of quails,
and covered the camp. The quail is a bird ot the grouse
family, which twice a year crosses the Mediterranean and the
Black Seas in vast multitudee, These quails were sent by the
special providence of God. They came again at a later period
{Num, xi. 4). In the morning (ver. 13) the dew lay about the
camp, and when it was gone up a small round thing like hoar.
frost was sent. ¢* What is this ?” said the people, ** wut.-feu.™
And Moses told them it was the bread which Jehovah had
aiven to eat (ver. 16). Each man was to gather an omer
{abcit five pints) every day fur himself, and for each member
of his family, and thus each family had enough. The taste of
it was like wafers made with honey, or, according to Numbers
xi. §, resembled that of fresh oil. It was a type of the bread
of life (Jobn vi. 35, the memory text). .
Afternovn.  PavL ar Cesarua. (Acts axi, 1--19) From
Miletus Paul and his companions, including Luke, sailcd to
Cooe, a small island near, next to Rhodes, another island, and
then to Patara, on the coast of Lycia. Here they found a
ship bound for Pheeuicia, and in it they sailed, and leaving the
island of C'yprus on the -left, they landed &t Tyre, on the
Phenician coast, for there the ship was to unlade her carpu
(ver. 17). Here they tarried seven days with certain disciples,
who tried to dissuade Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. J¥rom
Tyre they took another ship, but before embarking huelt
down cn the shore with their friends, including their wives
and childreo, and prayed, and then took leave of them—a
beautiful sight!—‘‘and they returned home again.” They
reached Ptolemais, on the same coast, where they found other
Christian Dbretbren, with whom they abode ome day
(ver. 8, 9). The next day they camo to Cesarica, and were
entertained by Philip, one of the seven deacuns (chap. viii.
26, 40). He was an evangelist, or preacher, and he had four
daughters, who prophesied or spoke of Christ (Joel ii. 28).
Cesar:ea was at this time a Jarge and splendid city, and wasso
called after the Roman cmperor. It was situated on tho coast
of Palestine, about seventy miles from the city of Jerusalem
(ver. 10—14). A prophet named Agabus came down from
Judea, and taking DPaul's girdle, bound his own band and
feet with it, saying, *‘So chall the Jews do with the man that
owns this girdle,” etc. It was a significant act, such as
prophets wero accustomed to perforw. ~The friends of Paul,
and even Luke—for he says, wc - Lesought himnot to go, asdid
the disciples at Tyre, but he was hent upon it, and was ready
to break his heart at the thought of not going. He had a
work to do there, and no fear of bonds orof death could deter
him. His friends said no more, but—** The will of the Lord
be done.” If duty calls us to any place, we are bound to go,
whatever dangers may await; yet we must be satislied, as
Paul doubtless was, that euch is the will of God. ‘* The best
means to help us vut of all ecruples and difficultice, is the
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ure aad honest intention to be ready for everything which

esus will do with us” (ver 15—19). Afterwards Paul and
his friends packed up their baggages (not carriages, for they
had no such things), or, as some think it means, discharged
themsclves from all carthly things, asif they were on their
way to a better country, and went up to Jerusalem. Several
disciples from Cesarnea went with them, and an old dirciple
called Mnason, of Cyprus, with whom they were to lodge at
Jerusalem, asheeither had, or would take, A house in the aity.
This old disciple was no doubt a great treasure, asold disciples
often are. .\t Jerusalem the Lrethren with whom they tirst
came in contact reccived them gladly, These were not the
clders, for they are not named until the unext verse. The
church at Jerusalam was the mother chmch, and Jamer,
called the brother of our Lurd, was its bishop, or chief pastor
(chap. xii. 17, xv. 13). In lis bonso a meeting of the elders
was held to receive Paul'succount of himself.  Memory text,
chapter xx. 24, in which St. Paul expresses the samo noblo
spirit of self-sacritice,

October 14, Morning. Jseaci ar Reemimy, (Exod,
avil.) Rephidim wmeans the resting-place, and was perhaps
identical with the great plain Er-Rahah, near Horeb, Hero
there was no water, and again the people chided with Moses.
They were almost ready to stone him, as if he were the cause
of all their troubles. He appealed to Jehovah, and was com-
manded to take his rod, and to sunte with 1t a certain rock,
out of which water should gush.  He did so, and the promisg
was fultilled. This was anothua wondrous miracle, to which
frequent refcrence isalterwards made in the Bible, (Ps, cv. 41,
cxiv. 7, 8). Moses called the place * Massal,’" that 1s, tempta-
tion ; and ** Meribab,” that is, cluding, or sharp, because of
the chiding of the childien of Isracl, and ULecause they
tempted the Lord, saying, ** Is the Lorv among us or not 7
That rock typified Christ, who was with tho Israclites, and
accompanied them through all ther journeys. Tns 13 the
meaning of 1 Cor. x. 4, the mumory text : ** And Chnist s
our rock.” The living water comes from Him. The Holy
Spirit flows to us through Him (ver. 5—16). At Replidim
the first battle was fought. A nomad clan of the Amalckites
came down upon thu Israclites, and attacked the fieblest of
them. They were a people descended from Fsau (Gen. xxxvi,
12). Joshus, who is here mentioned for the first time, was
chosen as the leader of a_ well-telected army, to go out and
meet them. Moees stood on an elevated place, irom which
he could see the army, and lifted his hands in prayer
for its success; hut his hands became heavy, and he
rat down on =2 stone, avd Saron and Hur held them wp,
unto the guing down of the sun. Xerhaps, also, ho bore
a kind of signal or banuer to ivspire the warriors with
courage. Amalek was discumtited. 1t was a glorons
victory, and it was written jor a memorial 1 a Look, and
rchearsed in the ears of Jushua, bucause Gud declared that
Hewould blot out Amalskfrom under beaven. (Sce 1 Saw. x.9;
axx 173 1 Chron. iv. §2, 45). Mqses built an altar, and
called it Jehovah-Nieor, that 15, **Jchovah is my hanuer,”
Al the honour of the victory was thus ascnibed to Gud, and
the spot where the first mulitary triumph was won was
coosecrated to the Lurd.  Jts exact site bas not been ascer-
tained, but it would Le often visited or talked about by the
Israelites as we talk about Watcrloo to-day. (dee * History
of Moses,” p. 180.)

Afternova. Tavt st Juntoannm.  (Acts xxi.  27—40.)
Certain Jews from Asi2 Minoi saw 'aul and others in the
temple, and stirred up the peopls on the ground that he had
brought Grecks, or Gentiles, 1nto it, and had thereby poliuted
the holy placc  that is the cvurt of the Israchites, “Way this
true? They had seen Trophimus, an Ephesian, n the city,
and they imagined that Paul Lad taken him nto ther holy
place ; but it was false, The wlhele city, however, was moved
by these fanatics, and they dragged Paul out of thé temple,
and the doors were immudiatﬁy shut. They were about to
kill him, wln Claudius Lycias, the pulitary tribune of the
city, aud the comwander of the Roman garrieon in the tower
of Antonia, hcard of the tamult, and came and rescued him,
(Sce chap. xaiii. 26.) DBound in two chains (ver. 83) bo was
led to the camp, or the banacks near the castle, and then
wken he came to the steps which conpected the fortre:s with
the temple area, the soldiers were cumpelled to guard bim
from the violence of the pevple. He was led into the castle,
out of the reach of the people, when he said to the captain,
with his usual courtesy, ‘‘May I spcak with thee?” The
captain was astonished at his being able to speak Greek, and
acked him if he was the Fygyptian .ho awhile ago had made



