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OUR HOME COMPANON

Wosleys ; this was the time she chose for com-,
meneing the litovary part of their eduention.  Her)
sontumnaints on this subject were precisely those of '
tho celebrated tutor of Aloxaader the Great.

Aristatle forbado attention to lettera till after the'
first sovon years, considering that those years'
were best employod in the establishment of per-

foct health awd strength of body and mind, awd !
knowledge of the objccts of the senses.  Then, if’
these sentiments he correct, and wo have hittle'
hesitation in saying they are, may we nob be jasti-'
fied im omulating such wmo lels, and ata peaper
tima begia to punt ous to our children tha ticst
stops in their litorary caveer. Loat our constant
aim be to mako the inexhanstiblc - »~*ures of Iiter-
atnre a3 interesting as possible, 1ead out ther
minds and oxeite their curivaity, but never try ¢
force anything! We should inculeato religions
awl moral principles more by example than pre-:
cept, for children are ever ready to imitate, anl’
what thay sce never fails to leave a more lastinyg

impression on their minds than what they hear,

But whils we attend to thess things, we should |
not overlool: physicil exercise ; for to it, rightly

directed, is due the education of the hody, and to

a great extent the tenacity and structure of the,
sane, There is a possibility of the mind beeuming
too strong for the hody and cice versa; then the
weaker should receive the wmost exarcise 3 butaf
both bo haalthy and evenly balanced, exercise hoth
alike t9 keep them so.  To abl parents in fitting
their chuldre 1 for the great battle of hife, our com-
mon schoo!s and other higher institutions of learn-
iag have been established; and our system of eidu-
cation is now s3> complete that those who fulmm
this all-important duty are without excense and
must be held responsible for the neglect of the
same.

If many of those why murmar at our programme
find fanit with our teachers, hurl anathemas at
our law.givers, and fortify themseclves in their
own compound ignorance, would only send thenr
children more regnlarly to schwol and zttend to
them at home, their prejudice, so injurious to
themselves and posterity, would glide mto obliv-
iop, liko darkness before the penetrating rays of
the sun. I ask all to give tnis subject careful
consideration, and be content that other children,
at the age of three, are able to goover the A BC's
in rhyme without understanding them. Do not
bhe moved from your rule by the \;opnlariby of

some little prodigy who ean recite and tell you the

names of all the kings of England. Al this is
like the forced fruits of the Tlot-housc—-prama-
turely ripe, and valued only for its rarity. Be
you content to wait tor the slow growth of real
oxeellence ; for it is to self-education, rather than
that which is forced upon children or commum-
cated a% school, that excellence in the intellectual
world is chiefly ascribed. The unhappy cluldren
to whom I allude are peculiarly li:\b{e to early
death, or ill health all their lives. Not unfre-
quently do they turn ont incurably stupid ; the
undiscerning lawent over them, and make the sa-
gacious observation that tlus one or that one was
109 clever to live in this worlld, or wisely moralize
-on the transitory nature of carthly things. Bug
to these results the parents themseclves have un-
consciously conduced,

Moral habits, health and amusements connected
with them, are the only appropriate objects of at-
tention during the first seven years of achild’s
life. No doubt the faculties of some are more
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quickly developed thay ef othors, and some may
he better titted for their work at tive years of ago
than others a% ten; still these are exeeptions to
the general rule, and 1t is not my mtention, at
present, to speak of such, further thau therewsa
reaton for them, amd they are the result of somo
cause.

In conclusion, 1 repeat that tho health and edun-
cating of the rsing generation is & sabject worthy
of atteution.  Awd such a course as 1 have pre-
arsibad, it vightly pursned, §am convinced, will
ultimat 4y poluce wiser awd more useful men
and women than thass why are erammed from
their infancy upwant.  Many of the davk cloads
hat now cluster aroun  the meridhan of he would
only be known as things of the past, and these

cverse Lin mafiont andea wonld tind less scope for

the pradctise of their professsicn ; life would regain
1ts wouted sweetness, happiness hecome more -
versal, and fewer gaests be found amid the
hat.nted chambers of sorrow.
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Intermediate Grades,
BY JOHNX IRELANYD, EADING,

A certiticate shows what a man once knew; if
this knowledge is scarce and usetul, 1t will be de-
sirahle by others, and remunerative and honorary
toits owner,  But searcity depends on abstruse-
ness; aml, cmsequently, botn emolument and
himor, the two great incentives to action, depend
on the sane thing,  When, thercfore, weask an
easier progranme, we virtually ask consequences
as certam as undesirable.  Distinction is an im-
portant quality; and the more confused the dis-
tin-tion beeomes, by tor many geades, the less con.
spicunus will classes hecome.  There should be no
interme liate grades between classes, nor grades in
the same class.  First, sccond and third are just
right. Suppose the tiovernment would fix a per-
maucent standard for ail time to come (and it could
do sa, for the dacility of children of a given age is
very nearly uuiform), what would become of the
remunerations and the honor, if uearly alt can-
didates would pass test ? ‘The truth is, distinction
is essential.  Turn the case as we like, there must
be excellence in every avocation.  But to attain
excellence, and therefore profit and fame, wemust
do something desirable by many but obtainable b,
few. There is some crror in assuming that high
classes show high intellewe, or that low classes
show low faculty; very much of this dis.action
must beattributed to the different ultimate aims
of men; those who have no intuntion of making
teaching a permanent business are content to re-
main wheee they are, rather than shorten their
days by excessivo labor to fit themselves for an
avocation precarious, unhkealthy and compara-
tively unremunerative,
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Biographical Sketchces.
BY (, H, ASHDOWN, SANDWICH, ONT.

A outline of the life and writings of those Authors frone
wwhose warke are taken the selertions of the Third, Fourth,
a nd Fiyth Readers of our Public Schouls,

(The matter for this department not having
reached us np to the hour of closing our forms for
the press, we are reluctaatly compelled to lay it
over until next month. Our readers may expect
a more than usually liberal share of sketchesin
next number, the copy being now in hand.




