1006

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

&he Record.

THOUGITS ON ‘THE REVOLUTIONS IN
' Lurore.

No event in the natural world is more terrific
than the carthquuke, fron its suddenness, and the
ruin in which it involves the most durable struc-
tures which man can ruise—such as walled cities,
towers, and temples. ‘Those who aze not overs
whelmed in it where it oceurs, uro forced to ac-
knowledge the impotencey of man, and the tersible-
ness of Jehovah's judmments. What the carthe
quake is in this globe in which we dwell, that, re-
wolution is, in the political workl.  Before it, the
most powerful -dynastics, and  well-established
thrones ure in a moment subverted and destroyed,
high places of dominion are submerged—gulphs
and valleys are filled up—and, it may be, thou-
sunds of inunortal beings perish in the ruin.

Such revolutions are ut this momnent shuking the
-whole of Europe.  God has so ordered it, that the
force of . the concussion is 110t vet, at least, carried
along any of the conducting lines that unite us to
Eurape, 50 that we searcely feel the slightest tre-
mor from shocks which are overthrowing imperial
thrones. In thislet us recozuize the forhearance
and mercy of God towards us, and let us seck to
impm\'é the calm which we enjoy.

We have an important duty evenin the cone
templation of such mighty actsof God's providence,
inasmnuch as that u very awful threat stands re-
cotded against those who® regard not the works of
-the Lord nor tite operations of his hands3" and so
we think it right, though at present we can afiord

only a few sentences, to call the atteation of our ¢

veaders to the tremendous revolntions which are
Dot in prozress iu Continental Europe. ]

" And lst. Letus behold with awe and fear the
yetributions . of Jehorah,  Louis Philippe, himself
trained up in the school. of advessity, and placed
on.the throne of France by a people revolting
aminst priestly rule and despetismy, was in a fair
way {0 become a despot—as withess the restraints
puton the press, the abridgingof the clective fran-
chise, the corrupting of votersand their represens
tatives, and the intolerance of I'rotestantisia by his
Government.

Thus ke had thzawn Nimself on the support of
Poperv—he was strengthening it in France, cs-
tablishing it in Algeria, and, at its hidding and for
its propagation, was crashing the sew-barn, and
yetsmall and fecble Cluistian Statesin the Pacific
Occan.

The Emperor of Austria could net talerate even
a peayer-miceting in Vienna. Mighty anuics,
swarms of police and spics, all sceured his extended
dominions against the Rible and liberty.  But God
has in & moment’ shaken the firm foundations of
these powcrs and othiers, in Europe and they are
for the time, somc of them doubtless {or ever, over-
whelmed.  Verly * there is no wisdom nor under-
standing, nor connsel, against the Lord.”

Qud. Let ws think 1o schat the preseat changer
are teading.

"God made “the glory™ of the family of David,
who reigued over Judah, “to cease and cast his
throne down to the gound” in eno view, &mply
becanss of the wickeducss of- princes and peaple 3
yet, in another view, God designed the depression
of the Toval house 10 be subscrvient 10 the setting

up of his kingdonr in the pereon of Jesuy, the son
of Mary ; hence, the commirzion by the Prophet,
« ‘I'hius suith the Lord God, remove the dindemn
and talie off the crown § this shall not be the same,
exalt him that is Jow, und abuase himn that is high.
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it and it shall
be tio tore until he come whose right it ia; 221 X
will give it him.”

8o now, the time of the end draws on- apace,
and the exccution of judgment on usurping ol
tyrannical potentates and states, will makoe way for
the cstablishment of the Kingdom of the Prince of
Peace in onr world.  ‘Fhe barriers opposed to the
spread of trath by those despotisms and privileged
castes which have so lang existed in Continental
Europe, must il be throwndown ; und though, in
the abnence of a vigorous evangelical influence, it
ismuch to be feared that Popery and infidelity
may appear for a time, and covertly sway the
power which the multitude are grasping 3 yeu, and
though ¢ that wonst of tyrants, an usurping crowd,”
should yet wield the swerd of persecution, and si-
fenee for a time the witnesses of God, yet let his
people tuke cournge, for when- the daskness is
decpest the moming light is approaching.  Aund so
even coming troubles shalt usher in the long.wished-
for mitlenniul day.

Our space at present permits us only to add,—
fet all our readems seck to know God as their friend
aud father, through the blessed Saviour ; thenshall
they be able to sing with joy, cven when ¢ the
waters of the sea roar and are troubled, aud the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof,” “ Gon
18 OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH, A VERV TRESENT
HELP IN TROUBLE '

ettt RS e,
KXNOX’S COLLEGE TORONTO.

No subject connccted with our Church more
important thun the training of its future ministers
can occupy our columns 3 and as Kiox's Colicge
is the training school for these, we feel ourselves
called on to keep our readers well informed in re-
gard to its pmgrese  In no other departmient of
the Church’s cuterprises since the Disruption in
1844, have we beheld more manifzst indications of
the blessityg of her Great Head.  In the increasing
numbers of our students,—in their devotediess to
study, and to the causc of Christ, we have scen

tokens that e is widh us, and that he ie about to’

honour us to do somcthing towards setting up his,
kingdom in this lad. The nwmber of ministers
who renounced the conncxion with. Jhe Scottish

‘Establishment, at the meeting of Synod in 1814,
g3 -

was 225 and now, in less than four ycars from
that time, the number of students aspisiag o the
ministry is just double that number. But Ged

forbid that we should glory in the numbers either.

of our Church mcinbers, or ministers, or students!
We would rather bo reminded, by the statement
we are now making, of the increased responsibility
1aid oz us, and our obligations 12 honour God more,
both in the way of trusting to him, and of labour-
ing for the advancement of his kingdom.

"The first number of tho present series of the
Record contained an account of the opening of
the Scasion, 1847—8. “We must now give ashort
account of the close of that Session ; and, in doing
0, we may take advantage of a very full and, on
the whole, faithful acconnt of the procecdings which
appeared in The Bawwner of the Jist April. One

mistake, which we ounselves made in the number
of the students attending the first Session of the
College, and in respect of which others have fol.
lowed n3, we would here correct.  ‘The nunber
was 13%, and not 7. ‘This latter number was, wo
believe, the amount of the attendance in the Divie
nity Hall of Queen's Collegro for the preceding
yeir; and us these all, with the cxception of one
or two, joined us ut.the Distuplion, the mistake
has arisen from this circmnstauce.

Acvording to previous arrangements, the regular
lectures and exercises of the Session closed one
week before the breaking up, und that week was
devoted to examinations in the several classes, at
which all the Professors attended.  In theso exa-
minations questions were dictated, to which writton
auswers were given 3 while ut their rehicarsal oral
questions of a wore winute kind, were rls0 pro.
pounded and answered ; and the result, it is bo~
licved, was useful to thoe students, whilo it was
highly satisfuctory to the examinators.

Thursday, the 18th April, was appropriated for
the closing excrcises.  On that day, the folding.
doors between the Divinity Hall and the Callege
Library were thrown open, and the lurge apart.
ment thus fonmned was well filfed with Frofessors,
Members of the College Conunittee, Students, and
visitors.  ‘The number of the lutter, we are quite
sure, would have been increascd manifold had imore
publicity been given to the meeling and its object.
As it was, we were pleased to see the Press repre-
sented by a distinguishied  Editor, and the Provine
cial Ministry by one of its members, himself the
gou of a Profuseor of the Oriental Languapes.

The Chairman of the Committee presided on
the occasion, and gave outa few verses of a Psalm,
which were sung with animation and fervour.  Dr.
Willis, on the call of the Chainman, offered up
prayer.

‘Fhe Chairman, after a few prelisminary observas
tions on the progress of the College, and the ob~
jects of the mecting, called on the different Pro.
fessors 10 give some account of their classcs and
the business of the Scssion. This was done by
cach in succession; while prizes were distributed in
cvery class to those pronounced most eminent for
diligence and progress. A list of those who were
thus honoured is subjoined. We quote from Ths
Banner a bricf notice of somo of the cbscrvaticns
made on the occasion.

Professor GaLe made a few very appropriate
oliscrvations oh the importance of classical studies,
the department which more peculiazly belonged to
him. Iic observed that classical learuing was one
of the best excreises for the intellectual faculties——
that it impurted the very valuable habits of vigour
of thought and perscverance of action. A knowe
ledge of the Tatin gives access to several
valuable treatises as well as to the Fathiers, all of
which were necessary to a Divinity Studeut. The
Greck also was indispensable, a8 in that lan
was written much of the revealed will of God
The Professors were determined, instead of letting
down, to raise the standard of education.

Mr.. Emsox read a brief and. interesting ac-
count of the mode in which he taught Mcntaland
Moral Philosophiy.  He observed that the acience
of mind lies propesly at the foundation of alf the
acicnces, and hence, it was necessary that every
student should' be thoroughly acquainted with the
1aws of the human mind, in' their various depart-
ments—that he used the catechetical mode™ of

* The number cf names on the roli was 14, Wt
cne was dropped from it towards the clowe of the



