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and thete would be such dishonesty, memoal reservation on points where the
wdividual dissented from the charch to which he requested adinission,

And 1 lusteation of these Senprure pasages, 1t s worthy of notice,
that we have examples of short ceceds uszd 1 the age next to that of the
Apostles,  Irenacus, Testullian, and Origen hasve furnished us wich creeds,
whitch they atyle, the canon of the teuth 3 the preaching of the truth, and
the b which s preached by she Chw As the carhiest existing ceeed,
and as ane of the fineat monuments of annquty, we shiall qaste Trenacus®
creed. Tn his wotk on heresies he says,—+ For althoagh the Churehi s
scattered throuzgh the hatutable to the ends of the carth, yet it has recawved
from the Apostles and thesr disciplea, this faith in one God, the Father
Alaghty, who made licaven and earth, the sca and all that 1n them 15
and m one Clhnist Seaas, the Son of God, who became wmcamate for our
salvations aad in onz aly Guast who announesd by the prophets the
cconamy and the comiag, and the tueth of a viegw, awd the pagion and
the reautrection from the dead, and the reception o hraven 1 the flesh
of the beloved Christ Jeas oue Loed, and the manifestation from the
hieasens in the glory of his father to gather together all thinga 1nto one
head, (Bphea. i 10,) and to rase all tlesh of haman ki, that to Chnst
Jeeus as our Lotd and God and Saviour and King, according to the gowl
pleasure ot the invisible father, every huce should bow, of thinzs
heaven and things on carth, and things under the eanth, and every tongue
should confess 10 hum, and that he shiould exceute just judgment on all ;
that bz shoald send into eternal fice both the epintual things of wickeduesy
and the angels that transgeessed, and the apostate and impious, and unjust
and covetous, and blasphemers among men.  Bat to the just and holy,
and 10 those that hept his commandinents and abode in hig love, to thuse
to whowm from the beginning he had given the gift of hfe from repentance,
hie shall confer incorruption and surround with eternal glory.”

Now, Irenaens was bishep of Lyons, about the year 170, and of creeds
then existed, as the resalt of a preceding age, then we will be cazrsed back
to a period bordering on the apostolic age.  He aleo says thatthe Church
derived lier docteinat belief from the aposites and theie disciples ; and these
fucts taken 10 counction with vatious pasages of Sceipture, already re-
ferred to, render it smorally certan, that creeds existed during the age of
the apostles. Tt ought also to berecollected that what is calted
the Apostles® Creed, was composed, not by the apostles, but by Ruffines,
between the fourth and fifih centurics, from several existing Creeds; and
hence, there are many points of resemblance between it and the more
ancient one given by frenaeus. But what is the reason, it may be en-
nuited, that it is now regarded asa mark of intellectval superiority, to
speak and write of Creeds with a contemptucus sneec? Some are con-

ientious in the opposition, but others evidently oppose them, because
they wish to get quit of every thing positve 1 Chrirnanity, and to dnft
without restraint on a shoreless occan.  Othera have imbibed rew ricwes
in theology, and having removed all land matks which their fathers have
Paced, they declare against all Creeds whatever, when their hostlity 13
seally ditccted against the Confession of Fauth, It is exceedingly sus.
picious, when an individual signs the Confession of Fauh, and when he
cannot reconcile his signature with s actual belief, for him then to de-
nounce confessions in general.  But while we value our Catechiams and
Creeds, and give them that place which they ought to occupy, a3 expo-
nents of the scnse in which we understand the Word of God, we thould
regard the Bible as the only standard, and subnnt our wills and vur Judg-
ments to its auhoritauve dictates. To the law nnd to the testimony
must be our watchword ; and speak Lord, for thy scevant Leareth, our
only rule of conduct. .

KRUMMACHER'S PARABLES.

[TRANSLATED FOR CANADIAN PRESBYTCRIAN MAGAZINE.]

1. Natnay,

Nathan, a prophet and 3 wise teacher in Salem, sat among s ducie
ples, and the worda of wisdom flowed ke honey from Ius hps. “Fhen
spake Gamahel, one of Jus disciplea: * Master, how comes it to pass that
we rective thy doctrine so willingly, and all hear the words of thy mouti 7
‘Chen the discnminating teachier emiled, and said, « Does nog my name
sigmfy to gwve 1% Mankind will certainly receive willingly, i€ ene only
kuows how to give.”

* The word Nathan, siguifies to give.

* How doat thea give then 1™ caquired Heleh, another of those who sat
atus feet.  And Nathan anawerel, reach you the golden apple in a
siver eopr ye reerive the cup—=but ye discaver the apple.”

0 another oceasion, Gamaliel enquired of the wise Nathao, and saul:
“ )ll'is!rr. why dost thuu teach 3 n parablea ! Nathan answered and
ad—

** Behold, tay son, when [hreamea man, §percesved the word of the Lonl

m ny heagt, that [ edioald be a teachier of the peopte, and that 1 should
bear witneas of the truth, and the St of God eame upon sue. Then 1
allowed my beand w grow, and 1 clothed myself ma coarse bary gae-
ment, aml went out among the seople and chul them with very violent
wordse, Tt ien Ned teom e, and lard not my words to hieant, ot they
cxplamed them in teference to others.
i en T became funous in iy spurit, and tuched ont in the uight to
mount Hermon, and »aid in my heart 3 Wil not the lighe presailnn when
it wanders theough mght and dathness and presale agaima the Jathness !
“‘Thue I ened and wandered angnly through e dark night.

* Pehold, then came the twshight, aad the duy-blush rore vp 1 hicaven,
and the dew of the motnng el down upon moant Hermon — Then the
mght abswonded, and Hermon sent forth a feagrant amell  For the glime
e of the day:blush was soft and tvely, ant the pusy ctoud hovered
tound the sttt of the monntas amlb morteaed the 2o, Bot men na-
velled joyfully, and lovked upp to the day-blusd. Then the day rose fom
the lower part of beaven, and the sun came from the atms of the daye
blidh and sreadiated the dewy plant

« Aud 1 #tood and tooked, and 1t espeenlly touched mv hears.  ‘ien
e humming wind arose, and 1 percewved 1a the breeze the vance of e
L, wlnels spoke 10 e and said  Belold, N.adian, thus docs Heaven
wend to the sons of earth big most precious and delicate gifts, the sweet
dayhght?

» When [ now descended from the hately § becane o
prophet—then the Spirit of the Losd led me under a pomegranate.  But
the tree was beautiful and shady, aadic bore at the syme time Sowers amd
frute  And I st00d in ity shadow and loohed on its tlowers and said 5 (),
tow beautifol and tuddy i< it, like the sofi breeze of innocence upon the
bluoming check of (e daugliter of lagaet!l—=And when 1 drew ncarer, 1
also discovered the excellent frunt, hidden tin the shadow of 1t leaves,~
Then the wotd of the Lonl eame to e from the pomegranate, ank smd ;
¢ Behold, Nathan, thus aawue prowtises the precions frat in the simple
bloxom, and offers it, her hand being concealed, i the shadow of il
foliage.”

“ Aad now—having inunediately become the wise Nathan—1 returned
wath a joyful mind to Salem; 1 threw from my coatde garment,
anowted my head, and taught the tuth s a joyfal manner and i parae
bles.  For the stnct trath has few fuends.  She muat, therefore, be frecly
tnnifeated 10 a simple, joylul garh ; she must be human among men, 1f
she would obtain Incads and disciples.”

2, Tine Max oy Canrnsr.

In a hawlet on mount Carmel lived a wise man, oo whom the Spirit of
God had bratowed the pifis of consolation and healing. e went into
every dwelling where a sick person lay and healed hun of his disease ; or
he contoled and refreshed the dying with wholezome dizcourse, and
soothed the compininis of the mourners.  For he knew the seeret powers
of wholesome herbs and the hearts of tnen, although he was only between
a man and a youth. Therefore, all men loved him and entreated him to
enter o their dwelhings, and his name was wadely known s\l azound.

But behold ! there came a discase from the land of Egeyptiato the hams
Iet on mount Carmel, and anto the district around, and men sickened nnd
many died.  For the disease was severe, - Aud when une became aick,
they geat to lum day and mght, that he would heal and cumtors them,

“Then be was fatgued, and Ius sond was troubled, because the power of
the disease was frequently stronier than the power of fits ekall and whole-
some herbs, and he began to fear for his own bloomus hife. For ho
wanted the crown of wisdom, humifity, when he trusted i himself and in
his «kill, but not in the Lord.

‘Then his spirit conducted him out to the top of Cannel, and he doubted
within hunzelf, whether he should remaim on the mountaun and not return,
or search for wholesome herhs and plants, for the mingavon aad removal
of the disease.  Then he went out and said in his henst ; nature was my
insteactress from my youth.  She shall even yet instruct nie,

1ic stoud before a flower, which varied weell smore Leaunfully in its
flowers than Solomon in his glory. ‘Then he spake: It blossoms in
uts splendour and youthful power ouly for itself, and opens its cup to the
ray of the sun and to the soft wind, which comes in the evenmng down
vpon the sea.  What can man do more, than, unconcerned about others,
be perfecied in himeelf 7= will remaim on Carmel and among the flowe
ers 1 will bloom, 4ill Tin the end, uacbierved and sofily, wither Jike the
flowera,”

At thatmonent, a buttestly fluticred among the flowers ; but he looked
on it and #3id,—* Nay, thou teackest me another lesson, 1 will seturn
10 men 0 the shinmg cities, and [ will hasten to the palaces, that I may
thug reap all around from my wisdom the sweet frurt of pleasure and joy.
‘Thus as the buterfly spreads wself upon the magmficent flowes-cup, so
will Tupon my #hall

Thus, he epake and looked into the flower.cup. Dehold, there lay a
dead bee in the bottowt of the cop  Carrying with difficulty the deheate
flowersdust, 1t had breathed out its sweet soul in the tidst of its labour,
e saw it and silemly contemplated the lifeless integument of thc htile
ercaturc—~and the purple of shame mamlcd his cheek. * 0, 1 recognico




