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thecir unhelief and rebellion, God sent flying fiery serpents among
them, and thecy bit flic people, and inil pulople of Lsaldied.

Tlicy coinmiiittcd the siin, God inflicted the suffuriii-. An agent
is just as indispensable to the punîshmnent of ýsin as to it.ý commis-
sion.

It is a niistake to suppose that sin is its own punh4îmeniuit. The
Lord sent the I'Lry scipenits. God's instruments dIo îîot go0 aiiywhiere,
they are :dways scit; and the people ainong m-homi tliu,,u instru-
mnents of destruction werc sent, couki neither ruiinovc tlium, iîor run
away froiîî thiin. Wliat then was to be donue? The putple -vere
helplcsg, and hinpeless unless hcelp carne down froîni oit lii-J. Tlicy
began to sec thieir danîger, thieir wcaknes:ý, thecir wickcdnclliss, the

meal cause of the fearful seourge or îilady to whiclî thcy were
subjeced, and thiey iatrcated Moses to, initercedle with the Lord on
their belialf.

Notice in the specoad place tlic rci)edy providl. God in~ answer
to fie prayer of 'Moses, tells im to iake a ficry srpent of brass
and put it uipon a pole.

There are two or threce things -worthy of our specihd observation
isere, beeause they very strikinily illustrate the remcdy wlxiel lias
«becîx 1 rovided by Christ for the salvation of our souls, ansd which
is revealed in the Gospel.

GOdI qîppoiùîtcd the reniedy for the Israelites. Ie, lie only
could provide it. It was Divine. This is exnphatieidly truc iu
ref'crecee to thxe remicdy for our souls. Christ is at providcd Saviour,
a Divineoly-p)ro-videdl Sazviour; a Divine Saviour. 0f course God
wis under no obligation to provide a relliedy for any ollc of the
serpent-bitten Israe1iteýý, and lie imighit have, lcft every one of' thema
to perishi. But no, lie maniiifcsted bis sýovercig)zy lli providing, a
remcdy. So Christ JTesus, the God-provided remnedy for Our moral
malady, is a- sovereiga"I reuliedy.

The serpent of' brass was provided. fo,- «JI tile serpent-hitten
Israelites, and put upon a polo that ail inîight look and ie

lu like luinner the Lord Jcsus Christ is a Saviour for aIl, sent


