
18 Foitndation of Christian Union.

We are so sanguine-many w'iil say so visionary, as to imagimne that a
nucleus has been fornied or may bc forrncd, around whichi may one
daLy scripturally coingregtr ail thec chiidren of GodI. No omie at ail
évents, cati say tlîat it is either impions or immoral, inhuman or un-
charitable to lainent thé present divided state of Chi-ist's Kingdon-
or to ineditate uipon tlic possibility and pî'acticability of any schenîe
for its union an(d increase, upon. the foundation of théî A posties, unider
Christ alone. No onie cati say thiat suchi a restit is absoiutpiy chi-
merical, unless lie affirrns NI essiali's prayer to, be sucli, and that God
will convert the wvorll withoiit answéring that prayer-or rather in
opposition to it, anid in. despite of ail the moral desolation whvichl lias
eîisued upon ail the brouls and batties of five hundred sects in flfteca
hundred years.

.And as God lias ever effectedl the most splendid revolutions by thé,
most humble agents, and by, neants tlic most unlikely ini the -%isdom.
of al] huian schools ; -,e thiik it not inconsistent to zuake thé effort,
and to put our bauds to the workc of pegce and love. iFromi MNessiahi's
inte reession in John 17, it is plIain that union is strength, and disunion
weakness-that the Aposties' teachiîig is his foundation .-kis appoint-
ed means for the oneness of his peopie-their unity on this foundation,
bis appointed means for the cotnversion of the world to k-now and

aknowiedge Iiini as th,'ý Sorn of God, the Saviour of Sinners- to no
niortal then belowgs the honor of devising the plait for christian union
and'for the conversion of the world thirottgh*I their ineicas. The plan is
divitie-is reveaed.-Is any one inipatie i t to hear î2t, Jet Iiim again
rend the intercession of our Lord, %vhiehi ie have quotcd as Our motto-
let him tiien ex-amine the two, following, propositions and say whether
they do flot comprise Heaven's owii scheme for the union and incerease
of tte body of Christ-the Churcli.

First.-*Nothting is essential to the conversion of the world but the
union and co-operation of Christians.

Sccond.-Nothiiin is essential to the union of Christians, but thie
A4posties' teaching or testitioniy. That the union of Christians is
essential to, the conversion of flic world, is universaliy coucedcd by ail
who, admit a generai prevalence of the G ospel int whviat is called the
mullennial. state of the world -if moral me-ins will have auy thing .o
do with flic intrçoduction-whoe must iiot admit that the union of
Çhristians is essential to that state of things.

The second proposition, viz.-That the wvord or testirnony of the
.Aýposties is itself ail sufficient, and alone suifficient to the union of ail
Christians, canntot be rationaliy doubted by any acquainted with that
testimony, or who adînits the competency of their inspiration to maké
them infalible teachers of thec Christian institution-and indecd ail
wvho contend for human systems of religion or hunian creeds ; con-
tend for themt as necessary oniy to the existence of a party, or while
the pireàn.t schismis and dissensions exist. Bizt to fully investigate
the re;al ch.,aracter of these, and how to do without them is foreign ta
oitr present purpose.

Jt is pcrhaps sufficient at présent to glance at the question. a ow,
has what is caliod the Church, done with theniWIIfo a very


