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present to see us safely over the crisis.
‘Then we could sing,
% Thus far the Lurd liath 1Q us v,
‘T'hus far his power prolongs our daye.”

We arc not under any chief, even nomin-
ally. This state of matters is anomalous
and regretted by our friendly chiefs; but it
is unavoidable. ~ Consilerable difficulty was
experienced in getting the possesions of the
traders.

At last they sold the whole for £150,
which was accordingly bought on behalf of
the two churches in Nova Scotia and Scot-
land, whose missionaries are in the New
Hebrides. It will be understood, that all
the grounds previously owned by the late
missionary, with the exception of two sites,
are included in this purchase. Ialso bought
a horse for £20; a cow for £8; and my
boat has cost me £32.

On Jeaving the old mission premises,
which I did from sheer necessity, I had my
house taken down and stored away. I
thought it better to do this than to leave it
to be burnt or blown down. I did soin
pure gricf, and have scarely cnjoyed a day’s,
health since Having removed we could
return mo more, not cven to worship on
Sabbath, as it would have been unsafe to
have left the premises even fur that purpose
and for so short a time. We used to assem-
Lle in the end of the dwelling house, once
occupied as a store; and there, where
whiskey and tobacco, guns and amunition,
vermillion and looking glasses, were vend-
eq for years, the word of the great salvation
was sounded forth, The room was small
and uncomfortable; and the withering heat
that fell from the iron rouf immediately
over-head was unbearable.  Not less insuf-
ferable were the native satelites—clouds of
blue, and black flies, which, while speaking
une could not keep out of his mouth; and
even when engaged in prayer you would be
obliged to heep your hands a-going in cluse
proximity with the lips,as though perform-
ing some mysterious incantations. That
is what might be callled preaching under
difficulties and praying with embarassment.
Three weeks afterwards I Lecame ill and
was laid aside for four months, I think
that during that tine I must have gone
nearly round the whole drdle of fevers, 1
did not expect to recover and longed for a
release. In this way my working months
during the past jear have not been much
over seven,  Houwever it was considered we
would do well if we could Lut barely live
through the year. This we have dune, and
a little more ; for we have lived through it
safdy, for “the Lowd cncampeth round
abuut them that fear him.”

DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS,

The chief apprchensions of our young
men arise from the practises of war.  Wor-

! risnangeri’s brother was killed under the
' following circumstances :—A man who had
! been in-the Institation for training native,
in Samoa, shot him first with an arrrow,
A chicf, of whom I entertained the Lest
hopes at one time, next struck him with Liy
hatchet, where upon he cried out, “ Q dun't
Kill mne.”  1lis heart relented, and he did
not attempt a sccond blow; but a Lrother
chief, and an adherent of christianity also,
on sceing this, opened his forchead with
! his hatchet. In native cstimation it takes
three or more common men to atone for
the death of one Lelonging to the patriarch-
al family of chiefs; and if these cannot be
obtained by fair means they scruple not tu
resort to foul methods. IIence the death of
a lad who had lived with me Jast year, but
who had been ruined by a bad woman.
Under guise of fricndship he was betrayed
. away, killed and cooked. And thus une
has occasion to grieve over the death of
that unhappy youth. II¢ was able to read
in the Gospel.—Now the majority of the
young men with me would answer for sul.-
stitutes, as they are termed, in such a casc.
Consequently it is literally true that every
man in this land is afraid of his own life.
Joc hircself let out a secret the other day.
After his return home from Sameg, b, in
company with his tribe, made war upon
their foes and slew three of them. For
these three they have not yet got payment
in kind. Hence their desire to kill him and
others, and unwillingn.,s to attach them-
selves to the Mission. Thus you will per-
ccive, by hook and by crook, in any way.
and every way, the great cnemy of souls
manages to hold them ia his toils. Our
work is cmphatically one of faith and hope,
and that hope is remote still from mortal
vision. “Who hath Lelieved our report.
and to whom has the arm of the Lord Leen
revealed 27

A horrid thing was done in the last battle
fought on the south side. A woman was
killed, but as the cnemy was ncar, the body
could not be carricd off. But they succed-
ed in cutting up ler body, and onc made
off with an arm to which the shoulder and
a part of the breast were attached.

Five lads and a young girl were taken
away by the traders when they left. These
I believe were willing to go; but X consid
cred it a wrong done them. Six or seven
lads we found remaining ou the premiscs,
and all'ignorant of their letters, and of in-
dolent habits. These were an clement of
weakness rather than of strength in our
community. Led by the most forward
among them, the would, cuntrary to our
express regulations, join issue with Woris-
taki, fight for him by day, and rcturn to
the Mission grounds to rest at night. Tn
this way it was impossible to avoid comin,
into collisiun with the opposite party.




