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ship ot shildren belongiug to the Church,
i the rules relating to the duties of sessions,
the Synod eminestly arge upon Sessions
he importance of eaercising a faithful
wpcrimcndom'c over the members ot the
Chierc who have not yet been received into

they leave the bouuds, they be trans-
fred  to  the  superintendence of
wevion of the congregation into whose
bounds they pass’ (Chap. i. sec. 1, R. 19).

Thus the object of the overture is une on
whith the mind of the Synod has for many
sears been hefore the Church, and especially
B icture its sessiuns, in no ambiguous or ob-
sare furm.  But there has hitherto been
wanting any organization tor sy stematically
cmg it vut, and this it 15 the speaal
doign of the measure now submitted to
obtain.

Inorder to this, the fundamental reguis-
ire is that every hirh-session should have as
compicte a roll of all the baptized members
belunging to the coungregation under its
are, who have not been received into com-
E munivn, as it has of all those who are in
fall communion.  The roll of children bap-
B 1ol should be as regular as the roll of

% memhers reccived into stated fellowship;
B and all accessions tu the former roll, and
all disjunctions from it, arising from the
influx or removal of familics or from other
causes, should be as carcfully recorded as
all secessivns and remosals pertaining to
the laster roll.  Such a rule as this would
20 far to make elders, pasents, and commu-
nicants realize the solemn relations of the
} Church to baptized children, and therefore
the claims of these little unes to their pray-
ers, their interest, their regard, their in-
§ urnction, their guidauce, their guardian-
Y ship, and their solicitous endeavours for
their good ; and it would at the same time
€ 2 far to make laptized children realize
§ their solemn rlativns to the Chuareh, and,
& 'om the sense of the hindness shown 1o

€ 1hem, of the care tuheu of them of thecon-
rern felt for them, and of the ctturts made
for their we'fare, to bind them with grati-
ude and love to its members and office-
learers, and to mahe them prize wmember-
g hip with it as their most precious and
g wrred cartbly privilece.  Its adoption

every neahd family, by ninisters in the

m the Sabbath school, and by tetter agen-
irs than have hitherto teen attempted for
their daily veligious iustruction, * to bring
up children in the nurtare and admomtion
of the Lord.’

To carry out this rule a regular certifi-

tach haptized child removing from a con-
gregetion, as for each member in full com-

more practical recognition .of the member?

full communion, tahing care that, when |

the |

wor'd impast a stimulus and sapport to |

§ julpir, by clders in visitation, by teachers |

¢ e of dijunciion should be required for |

’ munion. When the child is under the
j care of the parents, its co-relstion to the
y Church and corresponding claims and pri-
p vileges, are thereby conserved and actested
, aluug with the parent’s.  When the child
y is withdrawn from the parents to be placed
i ander another’s care, the more needtul and
; and important is 1t that the Church should
, watch over its spirwual interests, and see
y that its membership is preserved, and that
| the lenetits thereot are obtained for the
| child

| The spiritual care of the young of the
i Church from the ume that they enter
; sthool until they come of nge, 1s probably
| the must important department ot pastoral
; oversight which belongs to mumstiers and
y and elders, s respects their opportunity
; and their influence as * oversuers ot ail the
flock,’ to suve many from going astray in
the paths of error, vice, und ruin, and to
biing them winle their hearts are tender
unmto the Shepherd and Bishup of thewr
souls.”  Over no other class will their pious
and kindly care be so much apprecated as
over ths, by parents, guardians and em-
ployers. By no other class will it Le re-
ceived with greater reverence, confidence,
and predilection.  On nv other class can it
be bestowed with greater faciliy or encour-
agement, or fur o long a perivd, and that
when it 1> most important and intluential.
In uo vther Juss may blessed and abundant
fivits from it be so confidently expected.
Begun early, and cuntinued throughout
the whole terim of & youth's educauon and
training tor the duties of after lite, this care
of the spiritual uverseers will have an nflu-
ence un him next to that of a godly parent;
will form between him and them the rela-
tion of Christiau friends ; and when that 1s
followed by lus adimssion into full commu-
nion, will strengthen the bunds aud advance
all the ends of Charch fellowship.

To the accomphshment of tins end, it is
obvivus that a uniform sy stem of organiza-
tion is necessary throughout the Cnurch;
and having considered the draft remitted
o them, with the suggestivns recerved from
the I'resbyterics of Ldwmburgh and Glas-
gouw, the Committee submit the tollowimg
scheme ;

1. That the kivh-session of every con-
| reggation shatl henceforth keep a tull and
accurate 3oll of the baptized chitdren be-
; longing to it who have not been received.
wito iud cominunion, as well as ot the mewm-
| bers o full communion

2. That of all juvenile members above

i five years of age, the elder of the district
‘should have personal knowledge, should
make particular inquiry regarding thewr

| educativn or vecupation, and stould seek,
in cunjuncuon with the parents, to promote
their spiritual welfare, by urging dihgent
. attendance on the means of wstruction and.



