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Hovr to Prevent 0il Lamps Bursting.:
A Iate number of the Stientific dmerican
containg a valuable letter from Irof. J. M.
Barbour, of La Grange College, Missouri, on'
“a very simple device for preventing the
bursting of oil lumps. It consists simply in'
fastening the burner on with a cork instead |
of a screw, when, if an explosion does take '
vlace, the cerk will Llow out, leaving the
lamp and oil intact. He has cxpcrimentcd;
for over twenty years in explosive gases, and
has proved the correctiess of this plan up-'
wards of five hundred times during his lec-
tures. Tor instance, lLic fills a strong glnss‘
decanter of one quart capacity with cqua]‘
volumes of oleflant gas and oxygen, and
rlugs the mouth tightly with a ek When '
the gases are tired it will blow the cork out ‘
with a loud explosion and foree, Yt the de-’
canter, which ke holds during the cwpcri-l
mant in his hand, is unharmed. The same’
experiment may be tried with an ordinnryj
lamp with perfeet safety. The reason why:
the glass does not break is because there is a
ready exit for the force, and there is no ne- .
cessity for rupture.  The olefiant gas and'
ovygen exert a grealer explosive force th:m'
conld possibly take place with any misture !
of hydro.carbon vapor and atmospheric air. '
The only danger when applied to an oil
lamp, would be to throw out the inflamed
wick along with the cork; the oil, according
to the Professor's experience, would seldom,
il ever, ignite.  The device is not patented,
and it appears effective and reasonable
enough to knock all the other patent safety
non-cxplosive contrivances into the shade, !
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VarNIsHING.—When applying varnish, do
it quickly, have the material cut or reduced
with spirits of turpentine until it flowe
nvicely and without a gnmmy feeling Do
1-t brush after the varnish begins to sct, but
thoroughly before. A heavy or very light
coat will not prove best, a medium coat !

should he the ruls  After a little practiec
all the furniture of the house, and the bug. !
gies, carnages, ete., about the premises may
e kept looﬁmg hke new with little expense, |
and without employing a practical painter.— :
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(tkio Farmer.

An enterprising Lousewife in Ohio, who for
several years has received the first pre-
minms for the best display of cannel fiunit
exhibited at the annual State Fairs, was ab-
1uptly deprived of her laurels this year. |
Her fruit was as fresh and plumg-looking ae ‘
usupal ; but there happendd to be  lady ou,
the committes for anwarding premiams who
iasisted on opening ou. of the cans, when it |

was discovered that the fruit had been put up
instrongbrine. As thisprocessof preserving *
fruit, although novel, was not considered such |
animprovementastomerit encouragement, the
collection was promptly ruled out, to the
great indignation of the fajr owner.

CANADA FARMER.
} Agrienltural Futelligewee,

Growing Old.

Al mo' How fast tho years goon

The gray hsirs mingle with the brown*
And yet these whitenlng hairs should ba
A chaln of silver links to me,

Forged by the gentle hand of lave,

To lift my earth bound heart above’

Sadly 1 watch the fires burn low,

Which In these dimmied ¢yes nzed to glow
But courage, heart” Whanfalls the night,
Then hidden stars reveal thelr light

Shall not my sonl, heaven it withia,
Gleam iightly out, though oyes grow dim.

Jow fast Time's ruthless fingers traso
‘The lines and furrows tn my face!

Ye:, thouzh the world flads writtan th-o
Only decsy and agé and (are,

Set In wy forehead let me ses

¢ ud’s seal of Immortaity

God can taxe from me ali my store,

1et leave me ricber than tefo e
Trustful, throagh life his hand 1 il take,
Aud Time's sad changes he will make
My stepping-stones to that blest shore
W here change 1s galn and time {3 o'er.

‘Wrecks.

Throagh all the dreary dismal nlgh*

The storm Ling rules with ruthleas pawer
And stralning eyes seek tor the lighs

That tfashes from the beacon tower

Qut where the long reef’s breakers gla re,
Andg sunward toss thelr dizmond rain,
The morn, at last, with golden lance,
Has plerced tha dizzy lighthouse pane

A fair, fral! form. 18 keeeling tacre,
Amid the breakers’ deafening roar ;

To Heaven sne 1i!ts her pleaciug prayer
} or oac whoase stup will coms no more.

The rochs are strewa with wrecks at morn,
And many wrecks ne'cr reach the ehore;
And many hsarts are rent avd torn—
But wrecks of what they were before.

© maiden, In the lighthsuse towse,

Thy natching sud thy prayers sre vaun
Nc plea of thine, or wish has power

To bring the lost to thee again

Asuve him 11,a8 the wrackand dnifs,
The yeasty surge, the froth and fuam
The restless waves that change and shitt,

The rolli g tides that go and come

The yassing keels of home Louwd ships,

Thest ra’s loud shrick, or lavedone’sprsyer

Naught, naught can wnove those ailent lps,
No sound can reach that listless ear.

*Tis thos with lte's bright hopes and dreamws,

*Tistous 1tfe’s Jig its and sha lows dlend
Thus come to naught its cherished schemes,
And thus its high endeavours end.

Wreeks® wrecks® wrosks’ ail shaut are atrewn

On gea, aad 1ind, and everywhere
Not wrecks of costly ships alone,
But weecks of hepas and heartsare thete,

Ah, wo must lift our hearts ahove
To find a shsiter from the storm,
Apd trust in Heaven's unfailing love
To keep us ever safe from harm,
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Hamiiton Township Farmers' Club.

At a meeting of the Townakip of Hamilton
Farmers' Club, held on the 16th December,
 Mr, W, Riddell introduced the subject of
; discussion by reading a paper on
;nm BEST AND MOSNT PROHTABLE BRLLINS OF
i CATTLE.

! The quustion was treated with special re-
ference to the circumstances of the townslup
and neighbourhood.

From the carliest records of our race we
‘ﬂnd that cattle have been dumvsticated and
, 1t the service of man, In carly times the
‘natives of Egypt, India and Hindosian,
jshowed the high value they piaced on cattle
by poatting the bull aud ¢ow among ther
, deitaes, and judging frora their use ia almost

all (limes, no animal could Lai e beensdlectul
| whose value to mankind is greater, asnot only

the milk and flesh, but almest every part o
the ammal, is useful—the fat. tho skin, bad,
horns, and intestinus.

The use of the ox in agricuitural and other
labours may be traced in almost every coun-
try, and to periods of the remoteat antiquity.
In Soath Africa they are as much the asso-
ciate of the Caffres as the horse is of the
Arabs; they share lus trials; they have been
trained for war, In Central Aftwa they per-
form the same service for the fashionable
chony beauties that our well trained steeds
do for fair ladies among ourselves. In Spain
and other countries they trample oub the
corn, In India they raise the water from
the deepest wells toirrigate the thirsty plains
of Bengal. Their value and uscfulness to
the early pioneers of our furests are wade-
niable. Al those of us who have had any
experience in clearing up new wild lands can
bear testimony to this.  As to the cow. it 13
hardly possible to do justie to her valae;
rich and pour are alike dependeut upon het
fur those lughly esteamed and uscful articics
—Dbutter and cheese.

The rearing and feeding of cattle is one o
the most important brauches of agricultute,
Much of the success of a farmer depends
upon the judicious management of his live
stock, without which our land cannot be
maintained in a proper state of fertility, We
should like to unpress this homely motto on
the minds of our farmers, ¢that without
dung there is no corn—without cattle there
is no dung.”

So far as the necessity of keeping cattle is
concerned, we are, I suppose, all agreed; but
most hikely on the question which is the best
and must profitable kind to heep, there wul
be a great difference of opinion. No doubt
our friends, Westington, Deive, and others,
will tell us that the Durhams arethe best and
most profitable; while Mason, and Jagleson,
will be ready to reply—commend them to the
Devons for profit; and Wright, Pratt and




