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ab:e part. I do not mean by this to advise

every other farmer to go largely into bee-oul-

ture. While the great majority of them might
keep'a few colonies to advanatage to supply their

tables with the most wholesome and palatable

sweet, only the comparative few can handle the

bee euccessfully and profitably. Indeed,
amongst the small bee keepers of "old box-

hive" fashion it seems to be just the other way,
the bees handle the man instead of the man the

bees. They do about as they like and more

than the manipulator likes sometimes.
Alth>ugh the bee is a highly interesting and

industrious creature and fairly peaceable, yet il

always means business, and bas a bumptious
"business end'" always ready to present to inter-

lopers on very short notice.
But the honey bee performs an invaluable

service in the economy of nature besides gath.
ering honey for us. For tais, if for no other

reason, every square league of settled land in
Canada eught to embrace within its area at
least afew colonies of bees, else the clover seed
ani fruit crops must fall far behind what they
might be.

I need scarcely say to you that the bee carries
the fertilizing and fructifying polien from flower
to flower in our orchards, gardens and clover
fields, thus securing a fruition of fruit in the
one. and an abundance of seed in the other.
This nost important function and service of the
honey bee is not duly appreciated. Between

apiculture and horticulture especially, there is
a close and indispensable connection, and the
apiculturist, horticulturis!, and agriculturist
ought to work hand in hand as being mnutually
useful to and dependent ou each other.

Horticulture, our nearest trdustrial kin, is, I
believe, well represented here to-day, and I am
pleased to say that the misunderstaudings and
differences which have sometimes arisen be-
tween us to the alleged injury done to grapes
and other ripe fruits by the bees, are fast pas-
ing away. it bas been satisfactortly proved,
and is now very generaliy understood by the
fruit growers, that bees do n t puncture or in-
jure sound fruit, whether mature or immature.
The bec will, it is true, sip the oozing sweets
fron a broken grape, peaclh or pear, but never
punctures or injures in any way sountd fruit,
while the benefit the bee brings to the fruit
grower in fertilizing his blooming trees and
vines, he would be better able to estimate were
the service withdrawn. Indeed, he bas found
it necessary whea grawing exclusively under
glass when the bees were shut out to introduce
them or fail his crop. Thus it is that the bee
keeper and fruit grower are mutually beneficial

to each other, and ought, therefore, to under-
stand and appreciate each other better than
they do.

There is also, unfortunately, here and there,
a prejudice in the mind of the farmer against
the bee, which is equally unfounded and ought
to be removed. Instead of realizing thbe great
service it renders him apart ,from the honey it
gathers, he charges that that field of buckwheat
of his will not yield so much grain atter the
bees have 'sucked the flowers,' as he calls it,
but he is greatly mistaken. He has more grain
instead of less. Let him go to the leeward aide
of his buckwheat patch on any fine morning
when it is in bloom and his sense of smell ought
to convince him xithout any scientific argu-
ment that the nectar of his blooming buckwheat
or clover is rapidly escaping into the air by
evaporation. "Instead of wasting its sweet-
ness" thus. v by not let the busy bee take it up
for cur pleasure and profit, and iertiiize the
flcw ers at the same time ? For twenty years
past I have been in the habit of se wing buck-
wheat every season at several differeut tinles,
partly for the bees and partly for tae crop, and
1 almost always have a crop of grain as well as
honey from each sowing. The notion is general
that in order to gei a urop of buckwheat the
seeding must bu dune aUJut trie end of June or
first of JuIy. I s.w». my lirst lot about the end
of alay, tae second some turee weeks later, and
su un unI August, eaunl sowing ubually produc-
ing a fair crop ugrain, and someasuper.abund-
ii crop. Tne last bowing is, of course, some-
tines caught ni biuoom oy ue fait frst, but in
tu.t uase i can be imnediatuly ploughei under

for manure, and nuthiîg is lost. . am well
aware trat in .arts uf Oauario, buckwheat is in
baaL repute among the farmnera, and almoist un-
known. Nevertheless, it is ait the same, a good
and profitable crop Three years ago when
that terribie drought in the eist scorched up
other kinds of grain, many farniers in Prince
Euward and ouLer counties "saved their bacon,"
not tbis tine for buckwheat but witi buck-
wheat. lu desperation they plougued up their

scorched Êiulds ut grain-or rather no grain-
and sowed tu buckwheat. The rains came at
last, and they reaped t! )ucan - and thousands
ut uushela or thte despised and abused buck-

wneat-ali the crop they had, in fact. I am &
f riend of the buckwheat every time. No farmer
who unaerstands his business need be troubled
with that bugabuo of "after seeding' as it is
calied. I may say bere to those who have not

tried it, that the Japanese variety of buckwhea j
is by far the best of any; and next comes the

Silver-hull. The former is much larger grainp
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