
-»M4AAD AN ýO0ULýT ffE1 8IbeI

PHEASANT CULTURE-FROM EGG TO EGG.
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e T is surpris-

ing why the
iuost beau-

-tifuil, interestinIg
and profitable of all

.'- .. ' the feathered tribes

should be so little
known uitil recently to the fanciers of Anerica. But
wlhen we consider that the home of the Pheasant is
China, whose animals and birds were almixost uiknxovnl
utail the famous Cliinese wall which isolated that
country front the rest of the world was battered down,
it is apparent why the introduc.tion to this country of
pieasants lias been so long delayed. Since that event
commerce lias slo'wly wcnded its way into the mixost
renote parts of China, and been the iteans of giving
to Western couintries the richest, rarest, loveliest and
nost gorgeously plutned birds that adorn the earth.

For wien we take inîto consideration that thxere are
about tw-enty distinct varieties of pheasants, all of
thein as rich and varied in color as the raintbow, all
v'ery beautiful, yet the different varieties widely differ-
ing from each other in their styles of grace and beauty,
there can surely be found in the pheasant tribe an
ideal bird to suit the taste of every fancier, no matter
how versatile.

Importations of the Mongolian pheasant into Oregon
which have proved such a mîarked success and profit
to the farmiers and keten delighît to the sportsmen,
have stimulated othter States and indîviduals withii
the last few monthîs to iiport mnany new and rare
specimens.

As pheasants have unîdoubtedly corne to stay, it
behooves us to keep pace %% ith the times and to at
once begin to educate our readers in this most pleasant
and profitable industry, which is at present showing
such rapid progress in many parts of Canada and the

United Statçs. It is only a very few years since the

Mongolian pheasant was introduced into Oregon, and
in order to show the progress they have made, we here
reproduce a letter written by the Gaine Warden of that
State:

Portland, Ore., Nov. 3.
'ie Mongolian pheasant continues to thrive and

iincrease in this State, wlhere they were first introduced
as a gamne bird on the American continent. This in-
crease is the more remarkable because of the failure of
the Legislature to provide adequate laws and funds for
their protection. They have becone the favorite
market bird in this city, over Io,ooo having been sold
here last year during the one month that market sales
are permitted by law-Oct. 15 to Nov. IS.

There is a great deniand for these birds, for stock-
ing purposes, front nearly every State in the Union,
scores of letters being received at this office every
week, making inquiries as to their habits, and how
they can be obtained. The demand lias no-,w becone
greater than the supply, as only birds bred and raised
in confinement can be legally shipped out of the State,
and then only upon affidavit of the shipper that the
birds are such as tò entitle then to shipnent.

I have no doubt that thz -ffort made by your Con-
mission and other enterprising zens, to stock your
State with this, the greatest gane bird on earth, will
prove successful. All that is necessary is wise pro-
tective laws, strictly enforced, prohibiting their killing
for five or six years, to thoroughly establish them.

Your climate is colder than ours, and the environ-
ment in your State not as favorable for their rapid in-
crease ; but they are a hardy, prolific bird, and I feel
confident that they will gain a foothold if given a fair
chance. HOLLISTER D. McGUIRE,

State Fish and Gaine Protector, Oregon.
With all due respect to Mr. McGuire concerning

the conparison of this country with Oregoni, we be-
lieve the East lias equal if not stperior advanttages.
Pheasants can stand the coldest of climates, but they
suffer mucl fron wet. This country is cold, but
Oregon is wet, and we thiik the odds are in our favor.

December number of " Birds " (a Chicago publica-
tion) has a well written article on the Ring Necked
Plieasant, fron vhich we copy this extract referring
to the State of Ohio. " A law has been enacted for-
bidding the killing of the pheasants until November


