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Ten bushols of dry hardwood ashes may take the placo of
the ohloride of potash, and the superphosphate should be 2
plain combination of mincral phosphate of lime and salphurio
neid  Thus, the weight of the whole will be less than 28
Ibs, and if you are ourious in your rescarches, you can try a
dosc of 8 owt. of common farmyard dung on another plot,
and see what lessons the whole will teach you : they will be,
generally speakiog, the following :

1 By thecomparison of vos. 1 and 6, prouf will be afforded
that 28 Ibs of mixed artificial manures will produce as great,
if not u greater orop, than 8 owt. of farmyard dung,

2. On comparing nog. 1 and §, it will be found that the
suppression of a single substance, nitrogen, in the normal
manure, will be sufficient to reduce very considerably the
uscfulness of the three others which constitute the maunure.

3. In the general run of soils, particularly in the lighter
ones, that nitrogen, used alone, produces a better crop than
the minerals put together. If you look at the engraving of
comparative yield of potatoes, taken from M. Ville's book on
manures, you will perheps better appreciate the halting des-
cription I have given.

I do not, however, advoeate the principle of manuriog land
for pojatoes with artificials alone. I leave that to M. Ville
and other manufacturers of manures.

But adding certain quantities of chemicals and thereby to
spread the duog of the farm over a larger surface is a safe
practice. My dose for this crop would be.

tons. owt.
Dungeeeesiiiiiiiis viviiivrieeens 10,0
ABheS i et e cereeeee T
Plastereicee. cieeeriennes cenentanceas .2
Bones.....c.eiveieeiiiiniiinnie conees 4 bashels

The dung to be spread in the drills as usual, and the
plaster dusted over the young plants soon after they are well
up ; the ashes and bones should be sown broadeast as early in
the spring as possible, and well harrowed in, as potash in any
form takes a long time before it goes to work.

Planting potatoes.—Potatoes are almost invariably planted
after a white-straw erop. If cloaned from couch-grass and
other root-weeds soon after harvest, 0 much the better. The
antumn furrow should be 2y deep as the horses can manage to
make it, and Water furrowing mast be attended to, for wo
must remember that this is the earliest root-crop to be planted
in the spring.

Of late years, the grubber or cultivator has usarped the
place of the plough in the early preparation of the land for
potatocs, I still have a feeling in favour of cross-ploughing :
I thiok it mixes the soil better, acd if done when the land is
in proper order, no ill effects will be felt from the operation.
After the cross-ploughing. ail work op to the time of drilling
may be done with the grubber and harrows, and any weeds
brought to the surface should be gathered and carted away.

Preparing the seed.—There has been a great deal of con-
troversy of late years as to the mode of preparing sets for
planting, Sets from large potatoes zod sets from small ones;
sets with one eyc and sets with two or more eyes; sets of
small whole potatoes, from whole middle-sized ones, and cven
from large whole potatoes, all have had their advocates. Last
sezson by way of experiment, I tried sets with one eye only,
and I am bound to confess that the Grop was more than fair,
but I canoot feel any confidence in the plan, though I should
be puzzed to say why, probably my “ old fogeyism ™ may
have sometbing to do with it, or the very swall haulm that is
thrown up from the onc-eyed seta. The two finest crops I
ever saw grown, one at Liongleat, the Marquis of Bath’s, of
640 bushels to the acre, and the other at Shirley Hibberd s
of 800 bushels to the acre, were produced from sets called

¢ middlings " in the London market (uncut), which were about
an inch and a half in diameter. The cograving annoxed
shows the ordioary way of outting the potato for sced.

The state of tho potatoes when taken out of the oellar will
depend upon the weather and on the
state they were 1n when harvested.
If the weather is mild and the col.
lar warm, the potatoes will probably
have sprouted. If the shoots are
long, they should be broken off at
once, as thers is no chanee of their
undergoing the process of cutting
intnot. The best state for them to
be in isto have the germs just open-
ing in the form of a bud: these
will soon sprout after planting, and
be scme days earlier than the rest
in forming tubers.

Scts for very early potatoes, cither in the open air or for
forcing, skould be treated in the following manner : about
the last week in March select middling-sized tubers and place
them in shallow trays in a warmish room fully exposed to
the light; the germs will begin to expand in a fortnight or
50, and instead of being white, as in the ccllar, they will be
found to be of a fine greenish purple, short and stumpy;
these should be planted at distances of say 20x9 ioches apart,
in very highly manur=d land, kept clean by shallow hociog,
but not earthed up at all. If st the last week in April,
they should be fit for the table by the 18th of June—Wa-
terloo day.

Forcing potatoes.—Not an expensive job at all where a
good gardencr is kept. Make a well shaken up bed of horse-
dung, say two feet high, trodden down and made firm ; eight
or ten inches of carth will be cnough, and the sets planted
18x7 inohes. The frame should be a foot or fiftcen inches
decp, and, as a cover, matting laid over bent rods like a
gipsy's cabane will keep the frost out and answer all par-

oscs, The matting should be removed as soon as the morn-
1og frost is conquered by the sun.

Early sorts of potatoes.—For foroing, I know of but oue
kind that is worth a furthing—the Ash-leaf kidney.—The
peouliar virtae of this tuber is that it is as guod to eat when
the sige of a bean as the others are when ripe,  The Early-
Rose i gurgeously fine in Aagust, by whicn time the Ash-
leaf has matured and is past its best ; but an unripe Early-
Rose is hollow in the middle, soft, aed pappy, while the
immatare Ash-leaf is in its most perfeot state. So, I advise
every one to plant enough Ash-leaf to last from the middle of
June to the 1st August. I shall bave no seed to sparo this
year, but next season I hopo to have enough to distribute in
small quantities to all my friends. There is a fair-sized early,
or rather second-early potato, grown on the islands about Ber-
thier, at Joliette, &e., called * Ladies Fingers.” It is like the
Ashleaf in form but rather rounder; in coloux, yellowish,
whercas the Ash-leaf is white, and fur inferior in flavour.
Both kinds have very slight haulm, and will stand any
amount of dung. Above all things bear in mind that earthing
up will delay the formation of tubers, and that these very
early potatoes are worthless when ripe ; they are never mealy,
but their flavour is perfect. ..

Contiouing what I was sayiog about sets, I may remark
that at Sorel it is the custom to plant small potatoes whole :
oot the tiniest of all, but the uextsized. As I remarked
before, the practioe is correot, but I wish the Sorel peopls
would change their sced a little oftener. It is a much more
jmportant thing than they seom to faney, and I know by ex-
peuience that a judicions sciection would make a difference of
many bushels per acre in their crops. They noed not go far,

How a potato may be cut
into sets.



