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METEOROL'OGICAL OBSERVA-
'. IONS RECORDED AiT WOLF-

VILLE--AN AVERAGE OF.
10 YEARS.

B' PRoF. D. F. HIGGINS, Ph. D.
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e aftr teest dredges manw in use

by De Lesseps on the Isthmus Canal,

cutting out a channel and building a

levee at the sane time. The Thor is

1 o feet long and 6 r feet wide, and

ias 34 iron buckets, with a capacity

of% cubicyards each, which can be

fdlled and emptied fourteen times per
minute. All the machinery was manu-

,factured in San Francisco,and the timn-
ber is of Oregon pine.

A PERILOUS PATHWAY.
The travels of the nathi e East In-

dian explorers, their stratagems and
their frequent hair-breadth escapes,
are teeming with excitenient. One of
thein describes a portion of his track
at the back of Mount Everest, as car-
ried for a third -of a mile along the face
of a precipice at a heigth of 1,5oo feet
above the Bhotia-kosi River, upon
iron pegs let into the face of the rock
and sla s of stone stretching from peg
to peg, in no place more than iS in-
ches, and often not more.that 9 inches
wide. Nevertheless this path is con-
stantly used by men carrying burdens.

One of the finest feats of mountain-
eering on record was perforned last
year by Mr. W. W. Graham, who
reached an elevation of a3,5oo feet in
the Himalayas, about' 2,9oo feet a-
bove the summit of Chimborazo. Mr.
Graham was accompanied by an offi-
cer of the Swiss guide, an experienced
mountaineer, and by a professional
Swiss guide. They ascended Kabru,
a niountain visible from Darjeeling,
lying to the west of Kunchinjunga,
whose sumrrit still defies the strength
of man.-ScientIc American.

APATITE IN AGRICULTURE.-A pa-
per on this subject was read and dis-
cussed at the Montreal meeting of the
British Association. Apatite is a
mineral of considerable economic val-
ue as a source of phosphoric acid and
phosphorus, and has been sought after
as a useful constituent of fertilizers,
from the amount of phosphate of lime


