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.. 8n, observer will
of oppoxtumty of.

- - things ‘of beauty,
- there ‘is & snow

: below the erenng point. .

“alight, or else, when the temperature is helow

lines of R
" adomed witha whxtc zmd dazzling trimming. In

_each littlemucleus extend them-

: .'metely and precision.

the intensity of the cold usually change all. this.

" the commotion in the air.

=" Armed.with & piece of davk fur, black cloth,
or the erown of & black hat, previously cooled
belot the freezing point, and astrong magnifier,
2@ liave plenty
exainining
provided
shower at the
# perature iy

time, and t)xe tem-,

We S0Y SNOW shcruer becnuse there i8 o dlﬂel-
ence between a snow shower and a snow
storm. In the snow shower the airig
filled- with light, fleecy flakes, which
descend gently and noisclessly through it; and
either melt away and disappear as fast as they

the-point of freczing, slowly accumulate
upon every surface where they can gain a
lodgement, until the. fields are everywhere
covered with a downy fleece of spotless purity,
aud évery g salient point—thetopsof
the fences f f and po::ts, thebranches of
the “trees, ¥ and the interminable
d telegraph wire—are

such a fall of snow as this the dehcute process of
erystallization is not disturbed by any agita-
tions in the air.” The feathéry needles from’

selvesin every dir ection -as far
as they will, and - combuung
by gentle contacts . with others
Montihg near them; -'form Jarge b :
and fleccy flakes, mvolvmg the - nicest compli-
cations of structure; and filling the air with a
l;md of heqvutv in “h]ch the expression
of 'softness™and- frmcefu]ué “gomm |3
bined with that of mathematical sym—

In o snow storm the force of the wind and

"The progress of the erystallization, which to be
perfect must take ey place’ slowly, and
under the condi- tion of prefect
repose, is ab once hastened by -'th}.
low temperature, and disturbed byf
“Across the broad |§
expanse of open plins, along mountain-sides, | 2
through groves of trees, and over the: s_m'ooth
surface of frozen lakes and rivers, millions of
misshapen and broken erystals are”dviven- by
the wind, nled up in heaps, oraccumulated i in|
confused K B masses under the lee of
every § obstruction, having been
subjected JGMCABE on the way to such vio-
lénce of agltntlon and collision thatthe charae-
teristic beauty and symmetry of the m1t011a1 is
entirely destroyed.

While the snow is falling gently,
then, ¢t us sit at an open window and
catch the feathery flakes on our piece
of black cloth, and examine them
through the microscope. It will be :
observed that there is a marked peculiarity
common to them all. They consist of a star of
gix-rays, or o plate of six angles. There isa
well-known property ofice in respect
to itslaw of c‘rystalhzatlon, which
throws ‘some light on this. . Water in
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| as'to liquify a por-- FEgANY

. plants from being Lﬂle(l"b

f1eezmg assumes, the foun of hexagonal - -
(with six -sides and angles) grains, - J8
These in turn combine in-the light fall-
\ing ‘snow in similay e,hnpcs and angles, §
the six-rayed stars being three elongated
hexagonal prisms, erossed at the centre. Rarely
this arfangement is doubled, mnlung twelve
pomts in the cirtles, and this is sometimes again

increased, It dhould be remembered. also tlmb
the snow stars 2 range o nly
from- one thirticth “to

one-third of § E an inch in dia-

meter, and these seem-
made up of | | almost infin-
itesimal cry- W -stallized parti-
cles, - o

It will not require maucl perseverance to
catch enough to make’a good selection of
bheautiful forms, whick will be usually similar
in character during the same shower, owing to
the fact that all have been subject to the same
crystallizing mﬂuences . but, sometimes, ‘a |-
change from CINREESEEE onestyle of flake to
another k¥ ¥ ‘takes place before the |
shower or | § storm is ended’ and
during th e[ B peviod of tronsition
‘both varieties fall together from the air, while:
-each chﬂ'ercnt snow fall seems to have its own
special conformation. N

Drawings of the different forms of ﬂukes
may easily be made with o pen, g “
and a curious collection will soon @)
accunulate.  The most siriking of § ' v
the methods ndopted for the i inspec-
tion of ice crystals is one.  discovered by Profes- )
sor Tyndtdl and nslsta ol melting the ice

within, | his : by means of & lens,
%"éh“he BB i ’*@(“s”ax'u‘ Brougt:
to i focns mthm

he mass of ice,so
,hon of it ‘in the
interior without (hsturbmg that at the surface.

While consldenng the beauties ‘of- the snow: :

4_..

ﬂakes, it is-impossible’ tp neglect theu' wes |
“Snoxx;;]lke wool;" gays the o

when combined.
Pauhmst, and isitnot stiange that this snpw
§ which covers thémore  northern conn=
¥ tries in winter txme is ‘used .as wool=~
& which it rcsembles in wlutcnes« |
flceciness * and softness—*to keep warm and

Over every ﬂowex--bed.

searlot,

.y

protect the roots of the .trees, . bushes and | .

1e bxtmg frosb ,'

SN

lives in-a snow hut in vnﬁcar,,' nnd.~ -i >
when a limnb begins ‘to fnwze it is :
rubbed with snow to bung the heat bnck to it
again, It is stated by_ dturalists that' the
§ sceret of this watfuth is that there is a
B saline spirit, whiclj. is. hot, in the snow,

¥ and thus keeps alé .eqvers warm ;.it is
8- the same saline spiit that makes the snow
B! couse thirst when ecaten, “instead of
quenching it. Anothéy:use of snow is. the
medicinal one, it being'stated that a salt; ex~
tracted from it has § 2 been found to e
a remedy against § § both pulud and |
pestilential fevers.
Snow being both Leagtiful uml useiu] it is
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E&& no wonder that it should be a favorite
B subject for poets.
g one selection,
mous writer:

WHITER THAN SNOW.

Gently falling from their cloud-home,
Singly to our carth they come—
The feathery snow-flakes—
Softly resting—whether cresting

" Loty piues or lowly hrakes.

Little stars—without the glory,
.  Shining througl,

Singly falling~quick uniting,

Losing all their star-like semblance,
As each mingles §
Most tender
Coverings

'So they fall—and I_sit watching,
Till my eyes grow dim with tears—

Fast coming from a thought,
Which the gently falling snow-flakes,

On their noiseless way, have brought
It is of that blessed prowmise,
Giv'n to every loving heat,
That com‘for_tlin our woe !
“Though your sins he red like

~L;\ﬂ.l§:»=@&héin \\'hitc as g

.- é.@ Spoken as low and-soft
')').'ga - As the falling -of & snow-
-3 - flake-—

(Ad he speaketh it full oft.)

But the world’s gay music drowns it,
Though no cadence half so sweet,

. Or me]tmfr can he heard—
And the 1\eedks% hemt tornot« it

From the’ Lmd, “lm,

calls—

* Oh, bitter tears, shll e
[ Till within the fount of - § R
Christ shall wash it wlut(, as suow' o

The silvery snow'! the silver v fnow {.
Like a glory it falls on the field Delow s+ g
And: the: trets with~ their dmnond hmnchcs,‘

* appear

Like the fairy grow th of somé, magwal s'plmre
While soft as music, and wililand white,

It glittérs and floats in the pule moonlight,
And spangles the n\'w uud fount as they

flow;

 Oh, who h"!a not loved Hic T
tifalsnow !

We swill give but
which is by an_ anony-

~

v

of Heaven’s own -
h'rht '
Bat adl its puulv .

Drifting to obseurity !

into each—+

ly they spread,

& downy, soft ‘and
[ﬁeecvf,
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e:r.now ne
Spoken hy the Loxd mesell

straying;
loving,

g flow—
o healing
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