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(Novepir 1s7:

jeet to introduce incidentally. Such resonrces, whatever tlncir'

true value, must cver bu sccondary to those furnished by Br-
tish blowd.  Thuse at the Cape van only be fairly estimated
when the prescat war is closed. In Canada the proportion of
native races to British is very small, bnt it may o fitting here
to quot. fruui an address to the Queen from the Chiefs of Six
Nutions, * aswmbled at their council fire,”” daring the Crimean
War.”  Great Mother, " they sivte, © your cluldren of the
Six, Natiuns Lav: alwags been fahful and active allies of your
Crown, and the ancestors of your Red chuldren pever failed to
assist iu the battles of your iJlustrious aucestors,”

The aggregate valuc of expurts and imports of British col-
unies aud possussivis is sumething like £300,000,000. The
value of expurts and imports of the United Kingdom was but
some £40,000,000, while Jast year it was £656,000,000, there-
fore tl.c colonies alone have five times and wo have ten timesa
preater steke in the sca than we had in the year succeeding
Trafalzgar,  The navy estimates for 1805 were £14,493,848 ;
in 1814 tl.ey were £22,000,000, or a little over one fourth of
the va'ue of vur exports and imports of that year, The value
of expurts and imports of Australian coloniea alone is now
equal to that of England and France together in 1802—the
year of peace of Amicns,  Such facts as these sufficiently indi-
cate that the burden o1 protection of vur commor commerce in
war must be shiared and justly distributed according to the
capacity of the soveral jounts 1n the Imperinl back , they point
anmistahab'y, first, to fuderal naval positions, and next to &
federal flicet and a federnl movable army to support that flect,

If the Empire bas deliberately accepted the principle that
cach port.on of it should be independently responsible for its
territor al defunce. no matter whether the popn{):tion or joter-
nal resovurces of cach are sufficient fir the purpose or not, it
has acc. pted a principle which renders it liable in war to sub-
Jugation 1 detail, unless the failacy be assumed that the fleet
of the United Kingdom can everywhere prevent any hostile at-
tack exceeding in power means of isolated local defence, More
than thix, 1t riks the commnnd of the sea, without which ter
ritorinl definee in the United Kingdom means starvation, and
in the colonics ruin. I venture to think the colonies have
never bien ashed a question in the matter, and bave simply
necept d this principle of ** domostie defence ™ because they
were l {t no choice but to adopt 1t. They are loyal, and they
are true, and though they must each and all, except Caunada,
acknowledge mil.tary weakness, they trust implicitly to one of
tvo th ngs-- first, that war may not come until time has mado
them strong , sceond, that if it does come before they are ready,
they trust tu the ctatesmen of England to provide for every
deficienty, and to cover every defect. they lvok at them, in
short, to do “the rest.””  Now, it is just thuse very deficiencies,
it 18 ju-t these very defeets , it ig, in short, “ the rest” of Im-
perisl defenee that the statesmen of Kngland cannot provide
tor without the spontaneous pressure of hearty, willing and
practical co-opuration of the colonies. They require watching
and ureing on, and they would not be human if they did not.

The people of the United Kingdom would, I believe, spend
thewr last ehiling, and fight therr Jast mauv, to preserve the Em»
pire mtuct, and would prepare to do so, and to take their full
share of Imperial duty in defence, if they only knew how, if
they could only grapple with that *rest,” which the colonies
look to the statesmen of England to do.

1t 18 fur Home and Colonial hegislatures, it is for England's
sons all over the world to make their voices heard on this mnt-
ter. Weo of this generation are the pioncers of tho next. When
ali Europe 13 an armed camp, 2nd when ono single power like
Germany, which had but one corvette and two small gunboats

10 1548, bids fair to be soon the third great naval power of theCopp

wosid, we cancot go unarmed. We push to the front home
4.+ colonial statesmen to warn us of dangers and difficulties
anca i, they are the scouts of our history yet to be written,
and t.c days of conselidating puwer they must not be blind.
W. can hear behind us the unmeasured tread of @ host of
ad . g Britush aations, whose common path we are prepare

to make plain, and to render safe.  Wo seo before us tangled
masses of confused systems, which we must do our best to clear
away. Wo aro warncd of the dangers of our path by the
whitcned bunes of empires which have gone before and perish
ed,

Bat through the eunshine of pence, or through the darkness
and gloom of’ war, our clear duty and wur only hope is still to
advance * shoulder to shoulder,” helping the wuak and cheering
on the stiung, until we have prepared for those who come after
us a safe campmg grouud on tho shores of 3 gréat futare.
Then, and nut till then, can we tako the rest of the weary, con-
fident that so far as in us lics, we have done our part to ensure
that our Empire shall remain vne and indivisible “ 6l wam
shall have ceascd in all the world.”

(To be continued.)

Africa.

(FROM A MILITARY OORRESPONEFNT.)

CAMP, SIXUKONI'S TowX, Dec. 2nd, 1874,

Notbinﬁ‘could havo gono off with a moro complote and dramatid
succoss than the expedition aguinst Sikikunl To the last the
chief bid us deflonce without giving a bhint that ho was at all afs
focted by the gathering forces round him. To the last he uscd his
strong position and his well armed followors, 80 as to tako tho bost
advantage ofthe grouttd thoy knaw so well, and have hithorto de-
fended 80 successfully. Steadlly the storm gothered around him
and exactly on tha appointed day—as8 I have always nithed 1tin
sny lotters to you for wecks part—Nov. 25th, it burst an his devoted
head from all sldcslshnucrlng 19 defonces to pleces, and breaking
up forover Jiis wholo power. N

The first Aghiting ugainst Sikukuni's jicople taok place on the
morning of Nov. 2ird, wlien a fortifled kronl was attacked, which
lics o the mountaln 81do, about 20 milcs from tho chioftown. It
was nttacked by Ferolra’s horso anhd the natives of the Toutspau-
lconrdlstrlct, under tho orders of tho Native Commisstonor, Mr.
Dahl. The latter s a Dane by birth, and has reen serylice in *he
Amerjean war, and in the Danish warof -8t s plucky leading
brought up a suflicient numnber of the natives to the front tocarry
through tho direct attack on this position. Bcantime, Foreira'sa
men having ridden up ns closo to the hill as It was poxs'lblo to go
on horsuback, dismmounted and scrambled up the place on fout.
‘Tho Basutos ofung to tho rocl:s und crannies obstinately for some
time, and then botcok thomselves to thelr caves. ‘Tho cave fight-
ing 18 always an unpleasant kind of work, from the fact that it s
impossible to tell when they have beon cleared out, and that qur
owt men are shot long aftor all apparont resistauce bas ended.
Thus Fereira's Scrgeant-Major, a man on whom he greatly tolted,
was stunding on tho top talking to some oflicurs, long afternli
parts of tho Krast hiil had been occupied, ho utourcd down to draw
out a skin which he saw at the mouth of oho of tho caves, and wax
fmmedintely shot dead. Howevover, though a good many men,
natives and colonial troops together wero wounded from the
awkward nature of the work to be domne, the placoe was taken by
tho well-combined movements of Dalil to tho front und Ferelra tu
tho fiank, and the day, though small in scale, was an excecllont
prelude to what was 1o follow

The day following this success, Major Carringion was pushed on
with an advanco guard, Ughtly cquipped, to sieze the ground o bo
occupled by the main forco brior tothe attack upon Sikikuni's
town. By the afternoon’ of Nov. 27th all the mixed forces under
Colounel Baker Russell’s immediato orders, hud arrived in position.
Thesacomprised tho 2lst and 9ith Regliments; & Lody of natives
irained to work four mountain guns, under cominand of Captuin
Knox, R A ., 5omo 800 to 400 mounted men, consisting of a detach-
ment of the 9ith about 40 strong, under Licut. 0’Grady, and of
vations small cm&s fornied intlie Colony, under the command re-

spectively of Majdr Larringion and Lominandant kereira, with
various nativo tribes, sumbering in atl about 4,000. Theso forces
wore oncamped that'night (Nov. 27th) along a stream which runs
down the valley, un one sideof which extonds  he arm of the Louiu §
Mountain, occupicd by 8tikrukuni'gsstronghold. On thefarthorside §
of thearm of thig mountatn, from the camp thus placed, lay the §
masses of our gllies, the Swazies, 8,000 strong Thesd men had
thelr pwn native Commundorein-Chief, but were under the goncral
control of Capt. AlcLeod, tho agen attachied to thom. Two com-
panies of the 80th and two of the 8ith were sont with them to sup:
ort them. Tho whole forcnon that sido of the attack was under
morning oxténds along

ajor Bushoian's orders.

The position to bo attacked the tollowlng 5
one sl{lo of n valley which indents into tho Leulu Mountains ins &
southpwester! ¢ direction on their northorn side. S8ikukdni’s town ¥
lays very nearly duc north of tho camp. Tho ¢town' 154 great
mass of huts fenced round by wattlicd enclosures extended allatong
the foot of the bill oprosuo tho camp, and up the rma’ler valloys §
which cut into that side, and in particular up too deop oloft that &
ran hack for haif amile or moro into the mountain. In front of §
the centrpl portion of the town and of thiscleft, but still on the
furthor side of the stream and somowhat to tho right front of the

fe ** Tbe wholo ot this stdo of the mountain
of the fighting Coppic, Was ono vast system of roc'ky Jnasses inter-
spersed with concealed caves, with stono walls bulll aoross alithd &
appronches, bobind which, a8 well 28 in the caves, tho defenders 8
wore known to bo iglng. Tho stone walls Or ** scances,” as tho

had their soveral stations assigned them by
pgtnu that gave cthem thd bost commaad of tix

¢ .
‘"'r;‘fé plan of attack was as follows: The Swazis, and tho whie @
cortingent with them, betweon whom and us aow tay tho mouun- i

¢ ground in front of ¥

mall precipitous detached hill, known as ** the Aghting &
st AR L and thog‘vhola

oo | them, wero bullt of largo boulders, and tho dofendors &
acal e mats placed at the I



