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ORIGIN, AuTHIORITY> AND RELIABILITY 0F THOSE RELIGLOUS
IhEAS AND BIELIEFS.

Looking, thon, at thoso convictions and beliefs, whichi have
been tho coinmon possession of earffh's various tribes and races,
w'hich have exercised a rnighty power in the mardi of centuries,
and -which are deeply rooted in the thioughtts and life of this
later age, the dernand for an origin whichi will account for and
oxplain these beliefs and the vast consequencos w'hichl have
flowed from thern througli past agos. becomes one of the most
iniperative subjects with which we have to doa.).

flore are grreat anticipations and beliefs, whichi have corne
sounding dow'n tirougi the years of the past, whose " distant
footsteps ocho on the corridors of tiime," which contain " pres-
onces that will not *be put iy," and possess a strange vitality
which enables theni to " outive ail the slings and arrows of
outrageons fortune."

To say that these religious convictions of rnankind owe their
origrin to mere " Hebrew dreanis," "«Galilean visions," or to
speculations of soile fair-oWl* obscure anl unliistoric past, is too
unsatisfactory to be entertained for a moment. -A pool of
water on the street," says Prof. Fishier, " may be explained by
a sunimer shower, but flot so the gruif streamn."

Not tie invcntions of savagre brains, or the outeoine of souie
unaccountable inechanical evolutionary process, or tie teaci-
ingys of sonie dimî traditions coinng Up out of the niisty tiges of
a datelc-ss antiqnity, can for a moment explaixi the wor1d's faitis
now under review"%.

Even Mr. Spencer endeavors to show that any artiticial ex-
planation for religrious belief is utterly untenable.

To attempt, to reduce the ori-gin of tie religions ideas, of tie
race, a-s sonie speculators 1w ve donc, to, the phoenomena of
dreains, is altogetier too frivolous an oxplanation for what iixas
proved itself tic niig,,,htiost force in tie history of mnan. Pro-
fessor Bow'ne, in his " Studies in Tlieism," referring to suci
speculations, says: " They trace tic -%vho1u religions history of
the race to the fact that some ancestral savage dreained, and
xnistook hs drearn for realities. The idea of the supernatural


