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Ant effort had beeîî made iii Switzer-
lanîd to reforni the Rlonian Catholie
Church iii a liberal and dieniocratic
%vay. The resuit was not a conspicu-
ous success but soine progress had
been made, and tlîey iiighit hope, lie
said, that sontie day religious life iu
the old Catholie Clîurch miizhit be
revived by the operation of the spirit
of God. One resuit at least liad
foilowed. The pope could no longer
gavern the Swiss people against the
wishes of the people and without
regard to the laws of the state. The
prevailing influence in -3witzerlaiid
wvas decidedly Protestant, far beyond
its nurnerical strenîgth, and the chief
towvns and more prosperous cantons
were chiefly lrotestant. A spirit of
kindly tolerance and good-%will had
been created, and it was a flot
uncommnon thing to sec Catholies and
Protestants use the saine chiurch at
,different periods of the day.

The Rev. Dr. Jamnes Kerr, of
Glasgow, took a very different line
ýof argument. Hie aiirnîed that those
who asserted that the Church of
Rome hiad undergyone any change
for the better, liad been Rip) Van
Winkles for the last twenty year.-
The spirit of Hildebrand stili reigned
in the Vatican. On the contrary, we
believe thiat evenl the Church of Rome
lias imot been able to resist the
broadenitng and liberalizing spirit of
the times, created by the Protestant
reforination. " Stili the tlîoughits of
-nen are widened by the process of
the suns," and this old and inert
Qliurch in spite of itself lias been
broadened and liberaiized with the
progress of the ages.

Bishop Foster, one of the ablest
niinds of the Methodist Episcopal
Churcli. îiot w-itliout reason afirmed
his l'elief that God in lis good provi-
dceii ýe would reforîni this old historic
Churelh frora within, and restore its
old catlit trais to a purer anid more
pruiiiive forni 4)f worship.

Dr. Kerr exhibited the very spirit
of Hlildebrand or of Torquenmada
when lie said, -"Romnan Catholies
must be excluded ,xtrom ail political
offices." This battie .was fought ont
Nvhen the Catholic Emancipation Bill
was passed, hiaif a century ago. As
an integr.dl part of the empire, they

have a rib!:t to their proper share of
the .ýuties an)d hionours of citizenship
anidstatesrnanship. M'hi1e tl)'ai'--nmîîy
ho disloyal and traitoroub --atliolics.
as thert nîay also be disloyal aiiù
traitorous Protestants, yet on niany
a hard-foughit field and in xnany a
highi place of duty, the Roîîian
Catholie subjects of our sovereiga
have sealéJ. their loyalty with thieir
hearts' blood. In the sighit of the
law, especially in a rnixed comnunity
of Catholics and Protestants, a nman's
religious opinions should involve no
civil disability. 1'It is no part of
religion to persecuite religion," said
Tertulliani 1,500 years- ago. The
lesson of toleration ai-d respect for
the righits and consciences of others,
is a lesson which sonie men are very
slow to learn.

Dr. Laing, of Dundas, very truly
said that nowhiere in the -world wvas
the Church of Roume more secnrely
intreuclied thrtn in the Dominion of
Canada. We believe, it unquestion-
able that in the city of Roume, unu(er
the very shadow of the Vatican, there
is more religions liberty than iii sonie
parts of our~ own country. While we
inay steadfastly withstand ail the
political aggressions of the Churchi of
Rome, we muiist as carefully grant
our Catholic fellow-citizens ail their
civil and religrions righits.

Dr. Bushinell made the strauge
statement, as ant instance of the power
of the Papacy, that "not an associate
press dispateli passed through the
telegrapli office of Washington, îvitli.
ont the scrutiuy of an agent of the
pope."' If Dr. Buslinell nîcans that
any agent of the Pope lias the power
to, falsify or suppress or change
public dispatclîes sent out by the
press of the wliole u grld, iii the
interests of the Papacy, ive would
require better evideuce than any lie
piaced before tie mieeting to con-
'rince ns of the correctness of the
statemient.

Dr. Carman's fraternal greetiugr on
the part of oenmenical Metliodism
was a very able and cloquent address.
It was very favonrably received, and
called forth a very cordial response.
Such interdenominational courtesies
do mnch toknit theChnreles together
inthebondsof Christian brotherlîood.
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