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A PRIVATB MEMBBR'S D1JTY. soiety. H1e attends regularly, ho~
scarcely misses a night for a while1

This is a subject about which se he lives up to our principles. In a
mauci liat; been -written from. time to short time lie £inds ont hiow many
lime that one can only Lope at best menibers belong and is more thian

but o riterte anyof te ieassurprisedl te find that not more than
but e riterte anyof te ieasfifteen per cent. of theni ever attend;.

that bave long since grown familiar. Nowv what a shock tis must be to
In the first place, it inav be tah-en hinù to find that amnour, ail the breth-

for grantedl that ne lodge eau fairly ren who have subscribed their mnimes
be uccssfl ulesQ te oficls ndto the articles of our constitution,
Le uecssul nlss heoffce s udon ly sue-i a feu- ever tbink it wc-rtli

members arc fully alive to their duty ivhile to attend(. Surely liermu-t feel
and, resoaonsibili ties. Many Musons that our in.stitiifion cannot. be what it;
evideutly imnagine that the wibole r(,- was represerst-?d or more interest
sponsibility of the lod-O re-zts unon would be tak-en ini it by i:s menibers.
tha shouldiers of the feu- of their num- This being« his imr.i~,and yield-
bers 'who occupy the chairs. Noir, ing to tho rf nUCecf brcxn]e
-whl.le this in a mneasure may e true-, it is net stirpri-ili- t-, fi-aI lie ho soon
it cannot be denied that upon every Ibecomes irre gsîlir lu là,~ attsendaince,
inember rests a certain amount csf aid we must colife.;ss that wbleu we
iesponasibiiry. No lodgaecan bo look at the manv drames that. hover
euccessfuI w±thout active, int-lIigent, aLs it w2re arcsund the ontbide of our
painstaking officers, but a lodgemnay :D ; iv e are not sur]prisees tlîat the
-sometisnes poesess thé-se esse.niia1.s creitrer priporti-in nf tho.-:2 re-ii.arly
withoatrisiugabove mediocrity. LAt Ja :Ltté'iug our lodIgeï are raad U ip of
the cficers of a lodge bc ever so effi- the youi)ger bret.br,-t. This is not
Cdent, if tbey do not have the cioe-as it sheuld lie. If osir iiswtiu tien
ztion of the membere, thc-y cannot su1c.- Iis (ana ive belitve it iz) -ill tb-at has
ceed to any g1reat c-xtent. A.nd this been ï3aid of it, iwhy w-Iîùud we forget
is one reason Nvly we find se mitny the dutv we ou-e til it in atie;nding
lodges in a weak, unhealthy statu-. our rogiular commnictin in.
They have, perbaps, a large member- 'We thiuk- if every M.\I. ut-oulil sit
ship, and stuli it is quite pos:sible they down for a m--ment lie would ha able

inay have sucli a small average to remenibor thait thera is sc'me cer-a: n
attendance as to find dii:ulty in geL nanied distance, which, if beois v. f hin,
ting a quorum. 'We have seen sncb hoe is c-xpecteid to ha present. Cmn it
Iodges where, notwif hstandcing the lie that bie has fürgotten t.haG dis-
-ntmost eff-)rts of the cilficers, litilo or tance 1 Perhaps se, and if se, why
mo headway was being made. Tuis not foi-gat just as easily many.other
is oe of the great drawbacks. Meim dutiies.
bers get careless and indifferent, be It must be pocr encouragement in-
corne irregular in thoir attendanco, doed, for the officers ana a feu- of the
and, actually forget their niglitj of brethren te attend niglit after night
meetingc. How cau von expeet a and fird ma-ny wlie are. within a
Iodge to prosper in that way. A can- stone's tlirow of the lodge-room re-
.didate is initiated, into a lodge, hie is gnlarl conspienous; by thoir absence.
told of the excellent teachings, the We do net 1-now hou- te get over the
noble precepis ana grand. truths that j ifficulty; we do net kunow any streng-
a&re:incnlcated, and the xnany benefits jor motive that could prompt men to
srising from the Order. This is all'be faithfül than -wliat bas already

:enie, very encearaginlg, and lie been impressed on every Master
feels -ho has reason te be doubly M 3ason iu the course of the cerernony
gratefal for bis admission into snch a. that e1evatad thorn te the prend dis-
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