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one or more of the papers named will
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FINANCIAL LOSS,

How Canada is robbed by the Liquor
Traffic.

SOME TELLING FACTS.

The following forcible statement of
the financial evils entailed upon our
country by the liquor traffic, is con-
densed from the Minority Report of
the Royal Commission on the liquor
traffic.

DIRECT COST OF THE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC.

The Comimission has made an
estiinate based on the average annual
consumption for the five years ended
1893. ixcluding cider and native
wines, and taking an average of the
retail prices, the calculation shows that
the sum of $30,879,834 is paid annually
b{\ the conswmers of liguors in Canada.
The Comwmission adds that *' as more
than one-half of this amount is paid
for spirits, to which, it is well under-
stood, a large addition of water is
made before they are vended to the
public, the total nmount is probably
considerably in excess of the sum
mentioned * In thecalculations which
tollow, the estimate $30,870,854 is uved.

The money thus paid may be fairly
said to represent so much iminution
of wealth, as the liquor when con-
sumed, leaves the community in no
way advantaged. When money is
paid for clothing, food, or other
commodities, the purchaser is supposed
to have value for his outlay. Both
buyer and seller, mpectivel‘yl, possess
wealth formerly held by the other,
slightly inc hy the exchange,
The liquor seller possesses the wealth
formerly held by his customer, but
the customer-consumer has nothing.
The community is poorer at least to

the extent of the moncy spent for the!

lignor. The annual expenditure  of
liquor, therefore, muy be regarded as
so much direct loss to the country.

The amount of grain used in the . habits of their inon.

manufacture of this liquor also vepre-
sents material destroyed.
was Canadian grain which, had it not
been used in Ii?-mr-muking,
have been available fur export or other
use. Pavt of it was imported grain for
which the money had to go out of the
country. All the grain destro ed in
the liguor manufacture has aright toa

tace in the calculation of loss. The

sminission’s estimate of the value of
the materinls used is 81,189,765, of
which $213,423 is paid for imported
articles,

The foregoing figures show only the
direct loas in the purchasing trans-
action — the money paid by the

urchasers of liquors for which they
ana no equivalent; and the value of
the grains, etc., diverted for useful
purposes.

INDIRECT COST.

There are, besides, other and greater
losses caused by the liquor traffic,
which are not 8o easy to put into
figures. Few question the existence
og these lasses, but their extent is nct
generally realized. The facts are
ascertained by estimates. The esti-
mat-s vary ; but all who have made a
study of the subject agree that the
burdens borne by the people on account
of the liquor traffic are very great.

The facts set out in this report make
clear that much disease, insanity,
idiocy and_ other things which go to
increase the independent classes is
due to the liquor habit, and that &
very large proportion of the pauperism
and teime of the country is attributable
directly or indirectly to the liquor
traffic. The cost, therefure, of the
support of hospitals, insane asylums,
po?ice. juils, penitentiaries and the
courts, to say nothing of the lmﬁ’
sums spent in voluntary charities is
rightly chargeabls, in con-iderable
part, to the liquor traffic.

Of courss, nothing more than
conjecture is possible about the la
sums disbursed in voluntary charities
for the help and support of the victims,
direct and remote, of the drink habit.

i

Part of it! offuct that mnuch time is lost by drink-

would |

COBT OF PRISONS, ETC.

So far as facts about such ex-
penditure have been ascertained, they
show appropriations in 1881, from the

houses and charitable institutions
amounting to 82,258,612,

. The figures however, are very
incomplete.  Only three provinces
(Ontario, Quebec and Prince Edward
Island) make anything like full or
accurate returns, The other provinces
seem to be without any relinble records
of wany things about which informa-
tion was desired, many of the countries
making no returns whatever.

Then, the ahove figures do not
include, for any of the provinces, the
cost of the administration of justice,
the police expenditure and, pussibly,
other important items.

It is, therefore, not well to use them
ns the basis of an estimate of the
liquor traffic’'s share of the respon-

sibility for these expendilures.

The Province of Ontario furnishes|
the fullest returns.

If the other provinces spend in the|
same proportiou to their population
for pricons, refurmatories, asylmns,
hospitals, other charities and ad-
ministration of law, then the amount
so expended annually in  all the

rovinces, Ontario  included, ie

5,001,712,

in addition to the above thereis to
he considered the cost of the mainten-
ance of the penitentinries of the
Dominion. According to the Stati-
stical Year Book of 1803 their net cost
for the year was $336,483.

Adding these sums it is seen that
the annual rost to the country of the
institutions named, is $0,028, lg.

It will, however, not be an extrava-
ant estimate to say that, at least one-
alf this exrenditure is fuirly charge-

able to the liguor habit and the liguor
trafic. On this basis, then, the liquor
trafic entails upon the country for
penitentiaries, goals, asylums, reforma-
tories,alinshouses and like institutions,
and for the administration of justice,
an annual expenditute of $3,014,007.

LOS8 OF LABOR,

1n considering the loss of labor and
the general interference with industries
caused by the liquor traffic, the diffl-
culty of even approximate accuracy is
admittedly very at. Sufficient
attention, however, has been given the
subject to enahle your commissioner
to present an estimate. The conclu-
sions reached are with n the limits
warranted by the facts.

Employers who c¢ame before the
Comnmission were yuestioned as to the
loss of time by employees, and the
loss to their business by the drinking

The general testimony was to the
ing employces, wml that work is
trequently intetfered with. sometimes
geriously, by the absence or incapacity
of drinking men. The majority of
employers ex%:'essed a decided pre-
ference for abstainers: they would
not keep excessive drinkers in their
employ, and the majority regard even
moderate drinkers with suspicion.
Many were asked about the effect of
saloons in the vicinity of their factories,
and nearly all were pronounced in
their objection to them as furnishing
a temptation detrimental both to their
employees and their business,

he loss to the country is, of course,
not at all represented by the mere loss
of time by men who are regularly
employed = The country loses because
of the prevention of the production
of wealtgl on account of the persons in
jails, in hospitals, in asyluns, out of
employment or in any way idle, when
intemperance has cansed such idleness.
It is also worthy of note, haviug been
stated to the Comission by & nnnber
of witnesses, thai the working of &
gang of men in a factory, or any set of
ersons who work to a certain extent
ependent upon each other, is much
interfered with by the abscnce of one
or more. This is more and more the
case as industrial devolopment pro-
gresses, as machinery in being used
and work more and tore subdivided.
In a highly organized mabpufacturing
industry, any interference by absence
or incapacity, with one part of the
work, affects the operation of the
whole. So, not only those who drink
lose time and possible ea.rninﬁ-. but.
their fellow employees who do not
drink are also losers, and the industry
which emgloy- thetn suffers inter-
ference and loss.

There l} also thﬁ de;;nc{:iﬂgn‘ tl)f
wa.%e-e&rn ng cs , of which it is
perbaps, not pg::lhfe to inake an
estimate.

The report of an English parlia-

inentary committee says:—

“The loss of productive labor in
every departiient of occupation, is to
the extent of at least one day in six
throughout the kingdom (as testified
by witnesses engaged i various anu-

actoring  operations), by which the

wealth of the country, created, as it is,
chiely by labor, is retarded or sup-
pressed to the extent of one million
of every six that is produced, to sy
puthing of the constant clvmngmuenl,
imperfection, and destruction in every
agricultural and manufucturing pro-
cess, occasioned by the intemperance
and consequent unskilfulness, inatten-
tion, and neglect of those affected by
intoxication, and  producing great
injury in our domestic and foreign
trade,”

Canada, probably, suffors less  The

vople are more sober.  Hon, G. W,
toss and Hon. George E. Foster have
estimated that one-tenth the producing

wwer of this country is destroyed by
utemperance. These gentlemen had
given much and careful attention to
the snbject, and were not disposed to
make unwarranted statements. The
facts gathered in this inquiry seem, in
the judgment of your commissioner,
to fullyj:tstify their estimate.

Lest, however, one-tenth might be
regarded as an excessive estimate, your
comission bases the calculations
which follow on a still lower estimate
—suy eight per ceut. or less than one-
twelfth, When all the ways with
which drink interferes with the regular
work, not only of those who drink,
but of others also, are considered, it
must be conceded that the estimate is
quite within the mark.

The following figures are tuken from
the census returns. Bulletin No. 10
sets out that it 1891 there werc 75,768
manufacturing _industries in _the
country, that they employed 367,886
persuns, and that the value of their
output was $175,445,706.

Deducting fromn the value of the out-
put the cost of the raw material, the
power used, etc.— $250,083,219, and
the wages paid—$00.762,441 (an average
of $271 00 .eremgl)oyee), there remains
the sum of $119,.00,045 as the net value
of the product of the industries—an
average of $325 worth produced b
each employee. This awmount (8119,
700,045) is capital's share of the product
of the industries, as the wages paid
(990,762,441) is the employees’ share of
the product.

The egroportion of the population
en in various employments is
slightly over one-thi.d (see Census
Bullet{n No. 18), ur more than 1,800,000
If eight per cent. of the working and
earning power of the country is made
ineffective by drink, the loss to the
country is equal to what 128,000 earners
would produce, nnmely, (1) wages, at
$271 each, $34,688,000 ; and (2)increment
at $325 each, $41,000,U00 ; a total loss of
£76,288,000.

SHORTENED L1VES.

That there is much drink-caused
mortality has already been shown.
The estitiate that annually in Canada
$.000 lives are cut short by intemper-
ance is moderate. By the death of
each of these 3,000, several years of
productive power are lost to the
country. Ten yearshas been estimated
as the average loss in each case: but,
supposing it to be not more than eight
vears, the total is equal to the annual
loas of 24,000 workers whose work, on
the hasis of the calculation already
made, would have produced $14,304,000.

MISDIRRCTED FFFORTS.

There are enguqed in the various
branches of the liguor traffic about
13,000 men.

These men are not on}iy not pro-
ducing anything which adds to the
wealth of the country, but are creating
conditions which increase the public
burdens, while they, themselves, draw
upon the depleted resources of the
country for maintenance.

One item, not the largest, of the loss
to the coantry by the misdirected
effort of these 13,000 men is the loss
of their productive labor, which,
according to the estimates herein used,
would he 87,748,000 annually.

A BUMMING UP.

In this connection the fact must be
noted that a proportion of the national,
rovincial and municipal revenues
is derived fromn the liquor traffic. The
total amount thus contributed is
calculated by the Commission at
$8,478,810.22, {he details of which are
given below in the table below.
ﬂh is theta.mgxnt w"lvx‘ilch the liguor
t c s for the privileges gran
it. It !lgbt that tgll amount should
be set over against the items of loss,
and the vari us expenditures caused by
the traffic, hereinbefore considered.
This may be done as follows :—

| COS/T OF THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC,

Net loss .
In the forcgo

omitted
q'ut,t,ing them in

countr{. These
appreciate the tr
statement made,
Foster. Under

sumed in Oanad

wrote :(—

revenue of the
all our customs
tion.

gates,

defrayed all our
bhuilt our railwa,

perism

would she have
the

Amount paid for liguor by

charged to the
moderate estimates, and many things,
which might propetly be included, are
cause of the difficnlty of

were fifty per cent,
balance against the liguor (raffic, it
would not then be excessive
lowest, it is so large that it may well
engage the attention of even those
who take no other view of this question
than the business one.

AN ANNUAL CHARGE.

It must also be kept in mind that
the enormous balance chargeable to
the liquor traffic represents only one
ﬁeur's waste. For many years, like

urdens in proportion to_the popu-
lation, have been im

him. showing the cost o

a shadow of national debt.
we must add the incalculable cost of
citizens slain, labor destroyed, R&u-
borne and crime ~watched,
restrained and punished. The wonder
is, that, with such terrible waste, our
country enjoys any prosperily.

this waste could be made to cease,
Canada, in ten years wonld not know
herself, so prosperous and wealthy

consuimers #:30, 874,804
Value of grain, ete., des-
; troyed . . 1,888,740
Cost  of proportion  of

pauperism, disease, in-

sanity anderin echarge:

ableto the liguor trafhic. 3,014,007
Loss of (})lrodu(-tive Iwbor 76,288, (00)
Loss  through  mortality
| caused by drink 14,308,000
Misdirected labor 7,748,000

Total .. 143,122,714

RECKIPTS FROM THEF LIQUOR

TRAF¥IC.
Revenues.

Dominion Govern-

ment .. L. RT,101,557
Provineial Govern-

ments....... . 024,358
Municipalities 420,107

e —— 8,456,022

... $134,6087,694

i"'i' table the items
iquor traffic are

to dollars and cents.

our commissioner has no doubt that

added to the abose
At the

upon the
facts 1nake it easy to
uth and force of the
in 1884, hy Hon. Mr.
a table #wepured by

liquor con-
n from 1868 to 1882,

inclusive, to have been $473,200,000, he

**One can scnreel{mgrup the awful
significance of the a

immense quantities of grain that have
been worse than wasted
fed millions of people.
liquors for one year exceeds the whole
Dominion of Canada,
The cost per head has heen fully twice
as much as the total cost

ve figures. The

would have
The cost of

per head of
dues since Confedera-

The total amount spent in the
fifteen years nhove tabulated aggre-
without counting
nearly $500,000,000. This would have

interest,

cost of government,
s and left us without
To all this

grown Surely it is

art of all good citizens to see to
it that such a frightful source of
waste and destruction is dried
Prohibition is the only effectual cme.”
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