
~OUR QUESTION AND ANSWER DEFARTMENT
Re.«adcrs of The Horticulturist are invited ta subrxit Questions; oni ny phase of Morticultural worli

Sedf-sterflàty of Fruits
Wliat is meant by sclf-steritity oi varieties?-

R. G. W., Nelson, 13.C.
Certain varieties of fruits, wvlien plant-

-cd alone, fail ta fertilize their own blos-
-soins and arc said ta be seif-sterile.
Thcv are barren ta their own pollen,
aithougi that pollen niay fertilizc the
flowers of other *varieties. Seif-steril-
ity is said to be due ta the pollen of
sucli varieties being impotent or un-
-congenial when it fais upon te pistils
of their oivn flowcrs. Trhis condition
is a varietal peculiarity and inay be
affccted also by climnatie and local con-
ditions.____

Subsoiling for Strawberries
Sbould a sandy lcxtni witli cay subsoil bc

plowcd witix a subsoil plov' for strawl-erries?-
G. H. de B., Toronto.

Where sub-soiling cari b dlone, it is
advisable to loosen a dlay subsail for

Istrawberries and other fruits, but in a
small gardeit is not imperative. "Phe
operation iniproves the drainage and

Igives the roots a deeper and freer areajfrorn whicli ta draw moisture and p)lant
food.____

London Purpie
Compare London eurple wvitli Paris green as

an nsecticide. -E. F.., Oakville, Ont.
The composition of London purpie

-varies eonsidcrably and, as a conse-
qu.,-ice. it does flot give as uniforrn rse-

-sults as Paris green. lt is chieaper tlîan
Paris green and is more soluble in water.
London purpie contains sonie frec ar-
senie and, %vlci used, nust bc iixed

* ivtl lime.

Mulching Trees
Does rnulchiiîg rctard die blooming pcriod

0! trce, as pecchcs or plumtls?--C. S., Bierlin,
-Ont.

Nc. înulcliing does niot retard the
bloouîing period. l3uds can swcll and
Wgrow wvhilc the roots rcmain frozen and
dormant. The bursting vegetation of
-spring tinie is iiore or less independent
of root action. It is supportcd by' a
store of nuxtrimient 'witlin thetig

The Care of Marture
Xindly suite liowv ta prcparc mantire for fruit

groLdng purposes. Is if neecsrary ta Rive thie
sanic iratnment ta manuire lbaulcd from tliecI'ty
as ta thait produccd in tii borne stable ?-G.H
de X,. Toronto.

For fruit growing, kt is best to apply
'barayard manure in a rot*.cd or par-
tially Totted state. Covercd slieds are
-tised for ternporarily storing inanures,

where they can have water added if too
dry or if likely ta 'fire-fang"; or ab-
sorbents, sucli as straw or gypsuin, rnay
be used if thcy are too watery. Man-
uire hauled from the city wvilI give best
resuits if thrown in the shed and mnixed
withi the home-produced niaterial. blan-
ure for tree fruits inay be applied in a
greener state than tîtat intended for the
growing of smil fruits.

Mo-ving Large Shadle Trees
1 liave sanie fairly large sliade trees tlhat 1

desire ta transplant. WVint is tlic best timne ta
doa it and Iiow?--I. T., St. Stepliens, N.B.

The bcst time ta inove large trees is
iii winter. In late fali or the carly part
of an open w~inter, a trenchi should be
dtig around and àt a reasonable distance
fronithei trunk, depending u ,tpon the
size o! the tree. Thiis will Icave the
roots A-n a bail of carti which, when
frozen, îrtay be inoved witli the tree;
thercbv perrniitting the operalion ta be
performcd witlîont disturbilig tie rots.

Mahing Plans for Lawns
1 desimt ta prepare a plan for iniproving Ulic

graunds about xny hiome. Please c.iiUinc somC
of thie principles ta bc followcd.-L. B., George-
town, P.E.I.

It is best ta have the lawn open and
%vide and ta group the trees and shirubs
on the borders. Zigzag borders are the
itiosi. effective. Plant irrcgularly and
allotv the grass ta run inta the openiugs
bet.ween aud apparently beliind the
clunîps. Thxis inîkes thre lawn appear
as thonghi i extendcd rnuch farther thian
it rcallv docs. By prescrving- open out-
looks at a fewv places in the border, we
iitay appropriate tu ourselves distant
-viewvs. Other pc'iiîters on thîis stîbject
are rnbodied iii an intcrcsting article
on1 Page 9.

Watering House Piants
Mllhen waterillg biouse plants, is it wvell to

a iisuffcient w t ru n out at tlhe bottori
oFplyle ptDocs not plant food lenclh out

%wlien tînt is donc ?-'I. A. F., Ottawa, Ont.
It is tiot advisable ta apply sufficient

water ta run through the bottani of tic
pot in appreciable quantities. It is
.nccessair3 ta gauge tire antount, so that
ivlîcn it first appears ta trickle througli,
it %%ill then stop. It sbould be notcd,
also, titat soit in a pot acts as a filter.
Tire first -watcr that percolates through
it cornes out somewhiat pure. Should
a constant streatn run through, lio-w-
ever, considerable plant food would be
lost.

Vitality of Seeds
How long ivil! seeds rctaiu their vitality?-

A. B., St. Jahîns, Que.
The period af vitality varies %vith, the

kind of secd. Seeds of the willow lose
their v'itality in two weeks after inatur-
ity; on the other haud, sceds of the
cucuniber ina)' retain their vitality for
ten years. It is said that oily seeds will
retain their vitality longer than others.
Titis is truc witli regard ta tic seeds of
mustard, whichi may retain their vitality
as long as 30 years, but is not truc of
large seeds like the walnut, butternut
and sirniflar types. To-a certain extent,
tire vitalitv of seeds depends upon sur-
raunding conditions.

Boohs on Hedges
Please tell ine tli titles of saine books on

Ule growing and care of licdges for ornainenta!
PUrîmOSCs?-V. F.. Kentvihlc, N.S.

An excellent treatise on te subjeet
is entitlcd '*llcdges, Windbrcaks, Shel-
ters anîd Live r-ences," by E. P. Powell' .
It wiIl be furnislicd bv T...- CANADIAN
HORTICUI.TURIST on reccipt o! price,
wlucli is .50 cents.

Optimumn Temperature
Wliat is ineant by an optimiunm tenîperature

for tuie gerinaition o!fecs?-.M. Owen
Soundi, Ont.

An optimîum tenîperature for the
gcnîination of sccds is thiat teinpcrature
at whici te grcatest nimnber of a given
qîîantity of seeds -will gerniijate rnost
rapidl-. Itistliteconidition of teinpcra-
titre Jiat produces the best resuits.

Sweet Potatoes
Can swct potatocs [W grown sîieccssfully out-

doors in tiis locality. Rirdly tinte bioi in g
about it. Canti Uey bw %promtccl in tlie Imomse
likc Irishi paotots.--G. H. de IL.. Toronto.

Sivcct potatoes caunot bc grown iii
Canada witix commnerciai satisfaction,
exccpt pcrlhaps ii te Essex peninsula
of Ontario. Ia an amateur w~ayl e-x
celient speciniens liave beeni grown by
Mr. ýValtcr Ross, of Picton, Ont., by
Mr. P. G. Keycs, of Ottawa, and others.
IL iS flot custoniary to sprout titea in
the house. Tubers arc beddc.d in an
outdoor hotbed early iii spring. In a
feiv weclcs the latent buds will sprout,
and by Uic tinte ail danger froni frost
lias passed, a dense growth of "«slips"
will caver tihe bed. Titese are removed
front te tubers an-d set by bîand iii the
fièld or garden ini rows tltrze or four feet
apart-tlic plants gencrally fiftecit incites
apart in the rows. Rend te article on
page 13 of titis issue.
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