
* e ivie Jmprovement~
A DEPARTMENT DEVOTr-D TO THE INTERESTS'0F THE HORTICULTURA-L

SOCIETIES OF ONTARIO, AND OF ALL OTHER BODIES INTERESTED
IN THE IMPROVEMENT 0F THE SURROUNDINGS 0F OUR

CANAI)IAN TOWN AND COUNTRY HOMES.

HOW EVERY CITIZEN CAN IMPROVE HIS NATIVE TOWN.

DR. FLETCIIER'S ADDRESSS IEFORE TH'E RENFREW 11ORTICULTURAL SOCIETY.

DR. FLETCHER begran by a 1-efer-cice to and commnendation of the
good points in the town noted on

the letter papcr on which lie hiad been coni-
nîunicated -xvith; and froni this stated the
broad difference wlîîch was apparent be-
tweer! the border townls of Canada and the
States; the coniparison flot being favorable
to the Canadian towns. The Americans
b1ewv their own hiorn a great deal more loud-
ly, but they endeavored to live up to it. Yet
there wvas no country on this globe so good
to live in as Canada; it wvas without
an eqtual, and w'as getting, to itself every
conîfort and luxury. Renfrew had donc
weIi already in the way of advancement, but
there were stili some things to be improved.
Thec Amierican believes lie lives in the
best towrn in the wvorld. If the people
of Renfrew becanie imbued with the Am-eri-
can idea, and believcd tlîat theirs was the
best town, they wvould do more to niakze it so.
Prosperity cornes from bringing outsiders in.
'What could ecdi citizen do to improve thc
town. First, be proud of thc town; second,
do everything possible to back up that pride.
Definite action -%vas what wvas necessary.
Renfrew, evidently hiai an active mayor and
-an active M. P., and thc rank and file rnust
now movre forward with a definite purpbse.

Eachi nust reminbcr the whole tinie that he
wvas a citizen and that it wvas his duty to niakze
the place attractive. Since lie had corne co
town lie liad noticed sonie places with nice
gardens; but niore ,vithout them. This
could be inîproved and at little expense. A
fcw creepers over a verandah add greatly to
thc appearance of a place. No papers or
broken sticks slîould be left lying about.

Oneperson setting a good ex-anîple in i-
proving the beauty and tidiness of lus prcmi-
ises wvas qilickly imitated. At Ottawa t .ady
Mvinto liad taken an interest in irnproving
the city and liad offered prizcs to tic per-
sons who inîproved thc general appeararice
of tlîeir house and grounds. To start thc
work of civic improvenient, begrin with thc
home garden; and incidentally Dr. Fletchîer
renîarkcd that thc young nman who didn't
care for flowvers and babies wvas hardly wvorth
associatiiîg mith. People who love flowers
are hîappy, are considerate of otixers; selfish-
ness does not tlîrive arnong those Nvho love
flowers. Amiong the shrubs vjhich lie par-
ticularly recornnended for pla-,ntingr xere
R udbeckia (golden glow) anid Spirea van
Houti. TI'le lar ge flowering japanese hydran-
ge1 Was also good, easily propagated, and
in clunips of tlîree or five is very beautiful.
Three or five are bctter than four, g,,etting


