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VIII., also- The Study of Lapig'cage "--dealing chiefly witi L"Itin,
Greck, French, and Gorn:n, lias very little bearing ont our Public
School work, though it is clear and full of oxcollont points. Chap.
ter VI.-" Ec iiahn;"-is perhaps the bost in the book ; but even
lier the topics aro muiltiilici ait sch a rate, that, like the wholu
course, tho troatnent is necessarily very rapid and cursory. Mr.
Fitch justly remarks " that the art of putting questions is cne of
the first and most necessary arts to be acquired by the teaclier ;"
but the proper nethod of dealing with iiperfect answers, is baroly
glanced at in the rapid roview that leads off to a long discussion on
written examinations, which the Central Cominitteo ought to learn
thoroughly by hoart, but which lias not much connection with the
work of 'primary schools. li passing, we imay notice Oiat the
writer condamne questions of the type, " Cati any one tell me T'
" Which of you knows ?" and yet in Chapter VII.--"Oral E.cpres.
sion "--ho falle into the sanie type hiimself wien lie says "I You vill
do well to say in the last fivo minutes of a lessou, ' Whiclh of you
can give me the best account. . . ?' ' Wiho can Zell mo now
the anecdoto. . . ?" It is only fair to add that this writer i
generally very consistent, and eau rarely bu caught tripping.

The general faI.' of the book is its empire character. Mr. Fitch
is thoroughly Englisi. in his treatment, and aiis much more at
giving good s' ible at. vice founded on his largo expeîece ini
English schools, than at leading his disciples up to guieralpfinci.
ples of universal application. Ho forinulates no theorotical maxims
after the fashion of Germain writers ; lie assumes no philosophy of
mind ; ho is thoroughly empirical, and bases all un expurienc and
common sense. With this we do not altogethcr quarrel, whon we
remieniber the barren and dreary ideals of sotie Germain dreaumers.
Nevertholess, ve regret that so able a lecturer lias not attumpted
to disentangle Sorne leading principles from the mesh of dotail and
base thon on the laws of thought. Clear, intelligent, impressive,
fruitful teaching must rest on somethir.g hig'her and deeper thani
more experience ; and, unless our teachors are to become mure
emapirica, these fundamiental truths must bu clearly brought out by
comparison and induction.

The provailing fault of English pedagogy, fron Locke down-
wards, is its aristocratie character, the chief problen being the
education of a gentleman. The spirit of our syste: is essentially
democratie, and its chief problem is the education of the whole
people. Mr. Fitch, wo arehappy te say, though very strictly
Conservative in most respects, breathes a Liberal atmosphere
which correspond% very closely with our own. Ris nuierous lec-
tures before the College and Preceptors hav.. perhaps in general,
more of doniocratic tone and color, than those h a delivered at Can.
bridge, and show hitm in somte respects te bett r advantage.

If these scattered obsçrvations lead to a deeper study of M1r.
Fitch's teaching, and tend in any degree to promote the frea dis-
cussion lie loves, the writer will b atisfied. If they should lead
t a careful sifting, and to that spirit of inquiry which will accept
nothing nerely because Mr. Fitch says so, the writer will bu
highly gratified ; for more authority is quite epheneral, but
principles are quite eternal.

Y. D. X.

The goo¿ oilices of the public library are being invoked by
teachors in aid of the older scholars. This is in cvery way good,
but there is an earnest need of school libraries for primary schools.
Every room needs a good variety of profusely illustrated beend
volumes, like Babylanid, and other books that can at once interest
the little folks and touipt thet to rend the large-type stories.-
Amtericaii Teacher.

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUlE OF TUE DAILY NEWS-
PAPER.

Noither an omnivoronis reador, nor an omunivorous oater de.
serves praise ; for great capacity for swallowing is not coitnend.
able. But wl-, is worso, ho who devour everything he can got
mto his maouth, or roads overything he can got his eyes on ? Tho
cataloguo of wlat mankinîd eat would contain nany singuilar
articles, but the dishxes the inuduri dadly noep.iper serves up as
mental food, is much more astonishing. Murders, suicides,
robberios, rapas, burglarios, thofts, drunknnoess, brawls, gamb-
ling, vagabondage, street-walking, opium done, saloons, elopements,
and dosertions, aro only a few of the long catalogue of Il newe" (?)
paraded before a civiliz>d conuiirity every morning in the year.
And Christian mon red the stuiff ! And Christian mon cnjoy it
And well iniglt wu think of a civilized stomacli enjoying the taste
of dccayed meat, as te imagine a civilized brain enjoying the
odoriferious stories of crime and shmino printed in our daily press.
And somte teachers propose to bring such papers into the school as
reading materir' No ! teachers. No ! if yeu have any care fer
tho temporal and eternal rest and safety of the childron committed
to your trust.-N. Y. &hool Journal.

(€buratioltal 4Iotce anb ßjcs.
Mr. H. R. Horne, who has been a very successful teacher in

Brock for a number of years, has resigned his school, and intends
aftor Easter to begm. a courso of study in Collingwood High School,preparatory to entering Toronto University.-Vhitby Uhrouice.

The semi-annual Instit te meeting of the teachers of West Huron
wdll b hold in Exeter, on Friday and Saturday, May 21st and
22ndl. In addition to the local talent, William Houston, Esq.
M.A., Parlianiontary Librarian, will take part in the proceeding.

Tise Ridgetown High School is to bu formally clovated to the
rank of a Collegiate Instituto about the 1st of May. Hon. Ge...
W. Ross, Miister of Education, and Principal Millar, of tlh S.
Thomas Collegiate Institute, will deliver addresses upon the occ.-
Sion.

The council of the township in which Dutton is situated have
ordered that a vote of the township b taken May 20th, on the
application of the Dutton High School Board for 94,000, where-with to purch.so a site and erect a new High Schol building inthe village.

Tho Education Department lias fixed the following daite forteachers' Oxaminations :-For second-class subjects, from June 28to July 3; for third.clatss subjects, f:on July 6 te July 10 ; forfirst-class subjects (Grado C, fron July 12 to July 16, and forfirst-class subjects (Grades A and B), fron July 20 to July 22.
If an s and an i and an o and a ni, vith an z at the end, speil " u,"
And an a and a y and an e spell I i,'' pray what is a speller to do ?Then if also an x and an i and a y and an h and e.d epell " cide,"
There'e nothing much left for a speller to do but to go and commit

Mioua-ayesigjhed. - Exd/uange.
Text-books are useful because they teach children how te usobooks; bccause the kiowledge thcy contain is clear and definite,they are useful for proinoting self-reliance, for relieving theteacher, becauso they enable a class tu do more work in a giventime.-Anna IWalton in lie Student.
It is hard to inako boys bolieve that it ie lot riglt for then to dawhat men do. An example of this occurred in Brooklyn last weekim Public School No. 34. The boys struclk for half an hour's recessis the afternoon. They would not tako their places wlen the ballrang, nor would they let the youe ger boys go in. We regret tosay that hure the matter ended. The parents and tcachers did niotveun suggest arbitration, but, aided by a policeman, descendelupoin the refractory lads, collared thenà, narched them into thebuilding, and flogged somte of thein so.mudly. The morality andwiscoms of this procedure w will not hore discuss.-Schod Joar-4il,

(N.Y.)


