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VIIL, also—*¢ The Study of Lunguage *’-—dealing chiefly witis Latin,
Greek, French, and Gorman, has vory little bearing on our Public
School work, though it is clear and full of oxcellent points. Chap.
tee VI —*¢ Exunining"'—is perhaps the best in the book ; but oven
here tho topics are multipliod at such a rate, that, like the whole
course, tho treatment is necessarily very rapid and cursory. Mr.
Fitch justly remarks * that the art of putting questions is one of
tho first and most necessary arts to be acquired by the teacher;”
but the proper method of dealing with imperfect answors, is barely
glanced at in the rapid review that leads off to a long discussion on
written examinations, which the Central Committeo ought to learn
thoroughly by heart, but which has not much connection with the
work of primary schools. In passing, we muy notice that the
writer condemns quostions of the type, *Can any one tell me?’
¢t Which of you knows 1" and yet in Chapter VII.—*Ural Expres-
sion "—ho falls into tho same typo himself when he says ¢ You will
do well to say in the last five minutes of a lesson, ¢ Which of you
can give me the best account. . . ?' ¢ Whocan {ell me now
the anecdote. . 7 Itis only fair toadd that this writer is
gonerally very consistent, and can rarely be caught tripping.

Tho goneral faui* of the book is its empire character. Mr. Fitch
is thoroughly Euglisw. in his treatment, and aims much more at
giving good s« nible acvice founded on his large expevience in
English schools, than at leading his disciples up to general.pfinci-
ples of universal application. Ho formulates no theoretical maxim;
after the fashion of German writers ; ho assumes no philosophy of
mind ; he is thoroughly empirical, and bases all on experience and
common sense. With this we do not altogether quarrel, when we
remember the barren and dreary ideals of sume German dreamers,
Nevertheless, we regret that so able a lecturer has not attempted
to disentangle sume leading principles frum the mesh of dotmls and
base them on the laws of thought. Clear, intelligent, impressive,
fruitful teaching must rest on something higher and deeper than
mere exporience ; and, unless our teachers are to become mere
empirica, these fundamental truths 1ust be clearly brought out by
comparison and induction.

The provailing fault of English pedagogy, from Locke down.
wards, is its aristocratic character, tho chief problem being the
education of a gentleman, ‘The spirit of our systom is vssentially
democratic, and its chief problem is the education of the whole
people. Mr. Fitch, wo are.happy to say, though very strictly
Conservative in most respects, breathes a Liborul atmosphere
which corresponds very clogely with our own., His numerous lec-
tures before the College and Preceptors hav. perhaps in general,
more of democratic tone and color, than those ba delivered at Cam.
bridge, and show him in some respects to bettir advantage.

1f theso scattered obscrvations lead to a deeper study of Mr.
Fitch's teaching, and tend in any degree to promote the free dis-
cussion ho loves, the writer will be satisfied. If they should lead
to o careful sifting, and to that spirit of inquiry which will accept
nothing merely because Mr, Fitch says so, the writer will by
highly gratified ; for mere authority is quite ephemeral, but
principles are quite eternal,

Y. D. X.

The good. offices of the public library are being invoked by
teachors in aid of the older scholars. Thisis in every way good,
but there is an earnest need of school libraries for primary schools.
Every room ueceds a good variety of profusely illustrated bownd
volumes, like Babyland, and other books that can at once interest
the little folks and tewpt them 1o read the lurge-type stories,.—
American Teacher.

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THE DAILY NEWS.
PAPER,

Noither an omnivorous reador, nor an ommnivorous eater de-
serves praise ; for great capacity for swallowing is not commend-
able. But who is worse, ho wiio Jdevours evorything ho can got
into his mouth, or reads everything ho can got his eyeson? The
cataloguo of what mankind eat would ccntain many singular
articles, but the dishes the modern duily newspaper serves up us
mental food, is much moro astonishing.  Murders, suicides,
robberies, rapes, burglavies, thefts, drunkenness, brawls, gamb-.
ling, vagabondage, street-walking, opium dens, saloous, elopements,
and desertions, aro only a fow of the lony catalogue of ** nows” ()
paraded beforo a civilizad community every morating in the year.
Aud Christian mon resd the stoff ! And Christian mon enjoy it !
Aud woll might we think of a civilized stomach enjoying the taste
of decayed meat, as to imagine a civilized brain enjoying the
odoriferious sfories of crime and shamo printed in our daily press.
And some teachers propuso to bring such papers into the schuo! as
reading materi®  No! teachors. No! if you have any care for
the temporal and otornal rest and safety of the childron committed
to your trust.—XN. Y. School Journal.

Coucational flotes and fews,

Mr. H. R. Horne, who has been a very successful teachor in
Bmck‘for a number of years, has resiuned Yus school, and intends
aftor Easter to begin a course of study in Collingwood High School
proparatory to entering Toronto University.— Whithy Chronicle, '

The somi-annual Instit ‘e meeting of the teachers of West Huron
will be held in Exeter, on Friday and Saturday, May 21st and
22nd, In addition to the local talent, William Houston, Esq.
M. A., Parliamontary Librarian, will take part in the proceedings. ’

The Ridgotown High Sclhool is to be formally olevated to tho
rank of a Collegiate Institute nbout the st of May. Hon. Geo.
W. Ross, Minister of Education, and Principal Millar, of the S:.
Thomas Collegiate Institute, will deliver addresses upon the occa-
sivn,

The council of the township in which Dutton is situated have
ordered that a vots of the township be taken May 20th, on the
application of tho Dutton High School Buard for 84,000, where-

with 1o purchese a sito and erect a new High School bwildine in
the village, °

The I:Jducatipn Department has fixed the following dates for °
teachers cxanminations :—For second-class subjects, from J uug 28
to July 3; for third-class subjects, from July 6 to July 10; for
firgt-clnss subjects (Grade C:, “from July 12 to July 16, and for
firat-class subjects (Grades A and B), from July 20 to July 22,
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Andanaanda yand an e spell **i,” pray what is a s,polller to do ?

Then if also an s and an i and 2 g and an & and e.d spell * cide,”

There's nothing much left for a speller to do but t i
Siouxayesighed. — Exchange. P © 0 and commit

Text-bouks are useful because they teach children how
buoks ; beeause the knowledge they )c,ont:xin is clear and d:f(i)nilizo
they are useful for promoting self-reliance, for relioving tho
teacher, becauso they enable n class tv do more work ina given
time.—duna Walton in The Student.

Tt is hard to make boys bolieve that it is 1ot rieht for t 0
what men do.  An example of this occurred in Igrooklynhlgr; tgegk
in Public School No, 34." The boys strucl for haif an hour's recess
in the afternoon.  They would not take their places when the bell
rang, nor would they let the you ger boys go in. We regret to
say that hiere the matter ended.  The parents and teachers did not
even suggest arbitration, but, aided by a policeman, descended
upon the rofractory lnds, collared them, marched them into the
building, and flogged some of them soandly.  The monality and
wisdom of this procodure wo will not hore discuss.—Schoo! Jowrn o,
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