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THE BRITISH AMERICAN C

WEEDING THE CROPS,

-y

We do not know tny farming operation
that is generally more neglocted in Canady,
than keeping the crops and pasture free of
weeds:  Wa can starcely estimade the loss
sustained by the prevalence of weeds m
Canada Basty at less than one-third of the
produce of the sorl.  Indeed in many places
it is much more. Weeds iz the conse.
yuence of Imperfect draining, bad ploughmg,
the want of summer fallow, and green
crops—and a judicious rotation of crops be-
ing obsgrved. ‘The principal rotation in
most part of Canada isy a crop of grain
mixed with weeds one yéat, followed the
hext yeaf by a crop of weeds, mixed with
u little natural grass, and white clover—
We do rot say that there are not excep-
tions, on the contrary we are ready to ad-
mit that thoere are many farms as well cul-
tivated and managed, as we could expect
thetn to be, considering the low prices of
pwoducé amt the high price of labour. We
do not offer thesé observations with a view
1o annoy or offend; but in the hope that they
may produce improvement Where required.
Every farmier who id conscious that us own
crops and Jand are cleam must know we
cannot allutle to him, avd therefore he will
not be offended; and those farmers who
see that their own crops and land are full
of injurfous eeds; that are not only hurt-
ful to hdinselves, but that scatter their
seeds farand wide over the lands of their
neighbours, who may be desirous, and incuy
a heavy expense to kéep their lands clean,
doserve to be told the consequénces of thesr
néglect, both to themselves and to others.
The principle of allowing every one to act
as they think proper in their own business,
may be generally a very fair one, but as re-
gards the allowing of hurtful weeds to per-
fect their seeds, and gcatter them vver the
country; we humbly concewe that there
should be a Jaw o prevent it,and that cvery
farmet should be obliged to cut down the
weeds upon his farm, before they would ma-
ture their seeds. It is in vain that the in-
dustrious fariner, who wjishes to persue a
careful and judicious system of agriculture,
does all in his power, by a heavy expense
'v{ money and labour, to clean his land and
keep down all weeds, his farm has con.
stantly the seeds of weeds sown upon it
frora other poor farms, that only produce
weeds in perfection. We may suppuse how
probable it is, that the seed of weeds sown
upon a clean, well cuitivated and ferule soil,
will grow upon such a sal. Hence it 15,
that good farmers find 2 graat diflicnlty in
?cecping_ their land clean, or in a proper
state. We have never passed through the
Country in the summer season, without ex-
periencing feelings of regret, to see a soil,
natutally of excellent quality, bearmg a
produce, a {arge proportion of which cansist
ed of hurtful weeds, useless both to man
and beast. ‘The crops and appearance of
the country is disfigured by such a large
quantity of weeds betng permutied to grow,
svithout any exertion bewng used to preveny

it or deatroy them. Few countries on earth
would be more beautiful in summer than
Canada, if all her occupied gl was cultivat-
ed with the same care and attention that is
observed inthe greater part of the Britizh
Isles. We excuse ounrselves for this we-
mlect by saying that farming w.ll not pay
the expense o careful cultivation.  YWe ob.
servey mreply, that if careful enltivation
will not pay, slovenly cultivation, that al.
lows a large portian of the produce to con.
sist of weedsy, will not, wader any circume-
stancesy pay the farmer. A judicious gys.
tem of agriculture does not require or justify
a profus¢ expenditure : and, if such a sys-
temy managed under the superintendence of
practica! experiencey will not pay, no other
will pay,  We do not say that auy syatem
of ngriculture, however judicious, and maun.
aged by tho very best practical experience,
will pay m Canaday under our present cir-
cumstances and existing Jaws, but we say,
that it such a system will not pay, neither
can any other—=and a good system has so
far the advantage, that it will be beautiful
to Jook upon, and & un-w produce three or
four-fold greater will be created, that wiil
afford food and employment to three or four
times the nueber of men and ammals, that
a defective and slovenly system would yield.
Under every cwcummnstance, therefore, we
presume that a judicious and careful system
of agriculture, will be the best to follow in
cvery country,

We give the following extract from * Bri-
tish Agriculture” published m I%e Penry
Magazine, on the subject of weeding and
keepimg the land clean i(—

“ As ane of the principal points in good
farmung, 15 keeping the soil clear tromn
weeds and all such plants as impoverish the
ground: or injure the quality ot the crops,
and as the present month may be considered
the period tor weedmg and destroymg the
noxious productions of the soily we will pro-
ceed to offer a few remarks regarding the
ordinary sorts of weeds that infest land n
generaly, and canuot forbear expressing itas
our deeided opinion, that nouwithstanding
the various improvements that have been
introduced . to our code of agriculture jn
most parts of the country, even where farme
ing has attamed a fair reputation, the eater-
pation of weeds is still less regarded and
attended to than the importance ot the sub.
ject deserves.  Weeds, in all sort of crops,
lessen the quantity, and in gran crops tess-
en the quahty too, whether sutended tor
seed, or used for ordinary domestic pur:
poses.

Amongst weeds, as amongst plants in ge-
neral, there are many amnuals—such as
come to perfection in oue year, bear sced,
and die ; and perennials, or thuse that con-
tinue zhive an mfinite number of yearsw—
Same of the jatter are propagated by the
seed only, but others either by the seed or
therootss Among farmers, as well as hor-
ucultunists, weeds are communly divided
mto two classes—those propagated by seed,
and those ropagated by the rost.  Iicrops
of gram, pulse, &c, weeds, by sunghmg
their seeds with the eraps, not only deterion
rate thewr quality, but also rob the soil of a
portton of the nourishment intended fur the
crops themselves, and frequently occupy so
much space as greatly 10 encroach upon
that ongmally itended for the useful plants
to occupys  Some persons will argue, who
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from their agricultural experience ought to
know better, that erops of corn under al-
most any circumstances, have room sufficr-
ent to grow in; and that t 12 the want of
nourishment hlone that prevents the plants
from succeeding g0 well when sown or
plonted thicker than usual. But this s by
no aeans the caxey for allow a picce ¢f
ground to become infested with weeds that
do not grow tall enongh to interfere with
the ears and upper parts of the cornstalks,
and yet the plants will be found to be slen-
der, Jean, and unpreductive : bemg desti
tute, in a great mearurey of those oftshoots
ot collateral branches without wineh weo
never finda full and praductive crop of corn,
although the sl should be of the richest
quality.

Smee nearly all weeds (for there area
few that winds themselves around other
plants and draw theirr nourishment from
them)y are fed and supported upon the same
food that would noursh usetul plantg, it
inust be obvioue that when wojads are per-
tnitted to grow among them, Chey will he
tobled of a portioh ot the food that should
have boen thewrs.  And although it has been
ascertained that the food of all sorts of
plants Is nat precisely of the same kind;
yet, generally speaking, such plants as are
commonly growing in the same soil by the
side of each other, may be considered ag
subsisting upon the same description of foad
or nourishiment. Weeds, nevertheless) that
are found growmg in the same soil, afe es.
ceedingly different in their matures; for
whereas the sced of some will decay or pu.
trity in a year or tivo, if deposited ina momst
sosf and prevented fromn vegetating by the
air being excluded from them, there are
others whose seeds will temain many years,
in simlar sitnations, without having the ve-
getative principle njured or destrayed.—
This being the case when arable Jands be-
come infested with weeds of certain rorts,
the farmer often finds it the best plan o let
the land rest for a few years, by which
means, if the weeds were of the first sort
spoken of, they will be entiresy eradecated.
On the other hand, 1t sometimes happens
that grass-lands become so mfested with
useless or noxsous plants all such been pro-
perly termed weeds, and the best or perhaps
only way of effecting a therough destruction
of them, s that of subjecting the soilto a
few years tillage, which, however, upon old
grass farms, agriculturists are often Joath to
resort to. It wmight have beea mentioned,
that lands overrun with couch-grass and
other root-weeds of the same class, by bemg
lawd down to grass for half a dozen years,
will be found completely freed from them,
for on examination it will he found thatthe r
roots have been completely decomposed and
destrozed.  But the precise length of time
necessary fer the thorough destruction of
root-weeds, very much depends upon the
nature of the sol ; a hard and drysoil being
a grcat deal more in the farmer's favour for
effecting his purpose, than a woist, soft, and
spongy one. It may be remarked, howeser,
that it is not always convenient to change
the character cven of a_small portion of a
small form which is decidedly either an ara«
ble or agrass one; and hence the evil of
permitting the soil to continue infested with
weeds ffom year to year is frequently sub-
mitted to.

It must not invariably, however, be consi
dered as & decided proof of bad manage-
ment, the appearance of certain weeds in
the crop of the farmer, unless at periods of
the yeuar When a careful vigilance should
have kept them under scme sort of subjec-
twons tor the theosy of vegetation is so truly
wonderful, that notwithstanding the great
enhightenment of the present age, among
the generality of the farming community, it



