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WEEDING TUE CROPS.

WÝe do not know àtny farminitg oieration
Ihat is generally more netglected il Canada,
than keeping the cropst and pasture free oi
tveeds. We can searcely estninte thie loss
mustained by tIle prevalence of weeds im
Canada flast, at less than one-third of the
produce of the soi. lIndeed in mnany places
it is much more. Weeds is ic conse.
gitence of imperfect draining, bad plouighmiig,
the %vant of sumnmer fallow, and green
trops-and a judicious rotation of crops bc-
Ing obsurved. 'j'he principal rotation ii
most part of Canada is; a crop of grain
thixed witil weeds one yeat, followed the
hext yeaf by a crop of wceds maixed witih
a little natural grass, and white clover.-
We do rÉot say that there are lot Ocep.
tions, on the contrary we are ready to ad-
mit tiat there are many farms as well cul-
tivated and managed, as we could expect
then to be, considering ic low prices of
Ptoducd anid tl high price of labour. Ve
do not offer iliese observations with a view
to annoy or ofludi but in ic hope that they
tnay produce iinprovCment where required.
Every farnier who id conScious thiat lus own
crops aind land are clean1 must know we
cannot alluitd to him, and therefore he will
not be offended; and those farmers vho
sec that thcir own crops anà land are full
of injurlous Weeds) that are not only hurt.
fui tu tllinselves, but that scatter theje
seeds far and wide over the lands of their
neiglhbours, who may bc desirous, and tncur
a heavy expense to Ldep thoir lands clean,
deserve to be told the consequences of their
hgloect, both to themselves and te others.
Thé principle of allowing every one to act
as they think proper in their own business,
may be generally a very fair one, but as re-
gards the allowing of hur tful weeds to per-
fect thoir seedsI and scatter them over tic
'country, we humbly conceve that there
ishould be a law to prevent it, and thr.t cvery
farni- slould lie obliged to cut down the
weeds upon his farm> before they would ma-
ture their seeds. It is in vain that the in-
tiustrious fariner, who wishes to persue a
rareful and judicious system of agriculture,
does ail in his power, by a heavy expeise
of money and labour, to clean his land anid
Lcep down ail weeds, his farm lias con-
stantly the seeds of weeds sown uponî it
fromfi other pour farms, that only produce
wreeds in perfection. We mnay suppose hîow
probable it is, that tic seed of weeds sown
upon a cean, well cultivated and fertile soi),
vill grow upon such a soil. lence it ,

that good farmers find a gmat difliculty ini
keeping their land cleai, or in a proper
state. Ve have never passed through the
,rountry in the summer season, without e.-
paiencing feelings of regret, to sec a soil,
natutally 'of excellent quality, bearmng a
produce, a large proportion of which consist
ed of hurtful weede, useless both tu n:
and beast. The crops and appearance et
the country is disdgured by suci a large
quantity of weeds being pernutted to grow',
%vithout any exertion being used to prevent

it or destroy tiem. Few counitries ou earth
wvould be more beautiful in sunner than
Canada, if ail lier occupied soi was cultivat-
el with the samine care and attention tiat is
olservei in hie greater part of the Britisl
slers. We excuse otrselves for this ie-

glect by saying that farining w.U Iot pay
the e.%penîuse of careful cultivation. We ob.
scrVV* Im reply, lthat if carefuil cnitivation
uill inoi pay, slotn ly cuit ivatioi, hat ai-
lows a large portion of ithc prodiuce to con-
s>e.t of weedsî wdil nut, mA.4ier any circumn-
staices, pay the fairmer. A judiciouIs sys.
lem of agriculture does not requmre or justify
a profuis.. expenditure: and, if sucht a sys-
tem managed inder the su lperintelnldence of
practica! cxperience, wdill not pay, nîo other
will pay, We (o not say ttat any systei
of agriculture, however judicious, and nauî-
agid by the very best practical experience,
vill pay ii Canada, under our preseit tir-

cuimstalces and existig laws, but we say,
that if such a sytten wil not pay, neiter
cau any other-aiid a good systemn las so
far hie advantage, that it wdll be beautiful
to look upon, and a new produce three or
four-fold greater wil b createi, that widl
afibrd foud and emloynenlt te thrce or four
times tic îîmimaber of men and auimals, that
a defective and slovenly systen would yield.
VJider every circumiîstance, therefore, wc
plresuie that a judicious and careful systeni
of agriculture, wil bo tic best to follow in
every country.

We give tle following extract fron "Bri-
tish Agriculture" pubihel ii 'mhe Pen-y
Iagazoine, On tie subjeet of w'ecding and

ikcepituiîg the land clean:-

" As one of the principal points in good
farmmng, is keepng tle soif clear trom%
weeds and all sucht plants as impoverish hie
,ground or anjure the quîality et tic crops,
and as the present montih mav be considered
fthe period for weedtig and destroyîig tic
noxious productions of the soi], we wdll pro-
Cecid to olier a few remarks regarding tIe
ordmsîary sorts of weeds that infest land in
general, antd cannîmot forbear expîressing it as
Our decided opinion, tha, iotwithstanding
the various inproveients that have becn
mntroduced , to our code of agriculture in
iost parts ofi tie country, eveni wliere farm
ing has attaned a fair repiutation, tle eater-
pation of weeds is still less regarded and
attended to thian tie importance ot tie sUb.
)ect deserves. Veed, mii all sort of crops,
lessen tle quantity, anid in grai crops oess,
en tIe quality too, vlihetr iliteinded fur
seed, or used for ordinary doimestic pur:
poses.

Aînongst weeds, as amongst plants in ge-
nera, there are iiany annuals-such as
come to perfection in ole year, bear seed,
and die ; and porennials, or tlhus tlat coi-
tiue aiîve an mininite number Of years,-
Some ot the latter are propagated by ie
seedl onty, but others either by tle seed or
tie root.s Among farmeurs, as Wcil as hor-
ticituristp, iveeds are comonnîly divided
ilto two classes-those propagated by secd,
and those prdpagated by the rout. lin crops
of grain, pulse, &r., weeds, by illingling,
their seeds with the crops, not oily detero-
rate tteir quahty, but aloi rob ithe soit of a
portion of ie nourishmnt intenuded for the
crops themselves, and fregnîenîtly occupy su
much space as greatly to encroach uponl
that origtiially intended for the useful plants
to occupy% sone Persons wil. argue, who

fron tieir agricultural experience ouglit to
lnow better, tiat crops of cornl unider al.
IImst aniy circumstaics, have roollic iifli.
ent to groi in ; and I tiat it Is the Valt of
nourishment alone that prevents tie plants
fromn surcedmg se wveli when son or
planted thicker tlian usual. iut t!iis is biv
no aneans tle case, for allow a piece 4t
ground tu becone nfsted with ieeds tliat
do niot grow tait enough lo interfere n tilt

lie cars and ipper parts of the crnlstal
and yet the pîlalts wuil ibe founid to bs Hii.
der, bean, and unproductie bei g desti-
hile, in a great neasuri, of thlose otltdhoots
or collateral Ibranches witlout viicl we
never finl a full and productive cropt of corn,
ahhoutli the soit should be of lie riciet
quality.

Since nicarly ail weeds (for therc are a
few thit wmitds themselves aroimudgi othie
plants and draw thîeir nourishinent froin
lien), are fed and supported upçon the saine

food thiat would nourisl useful plants, it
inust be obvioe that when we$Ids are per-
tnitted to grtîî aong them, tliey will h
robbed of a portion of thie foud tliat shioull
have beei theirs. And although it las bcen
ascertîiined tuiat tlie fooid of ai) sorts of
plants la not precisely of the same kind ;
yet, generally speaking, such plants as are
commonly growing in tle sane soit by tIe
side of eah other, may be considereil asi
subsisting upon hie saine description of foodi
or nourishment. Weeds, nevertlhelesl, tliat
are found growing in thie sane soi), ate C.-
ceedngly dullerent in their natures ; fer
whiereas the seed of somte will decay or pu-
trty in a year or tiro, if deposited in a moist
st)altimd prevletd froin vegetating by le
air being excluded from nthem, there are
others whose seeis vill renain many years,
in simdlar situations, without hnaving hie ve-
getative principle injiired or destroyed.-
This being tle case when arable lands bo-
cone iifestnd witl weels of certain orts,
the fariner often finds it tlie best plan le let
tle land rest for a feu years, by wh-Il ich
means, if hie weeds were of île first sort
spoken of, tley will he entirely erad-cated.
On tIe other liand, it sometiies happens
that grass-lands become so îifested vith
useless or noxious plantsi aIl suclh been pro-
perly termedi wecds, and hie best or perhiaps
only vay ot efbecting a thorough destruction
of then, is that of subjectinlg the soi to a
few years tillage, which, however, upon old
grass farms, agriculturists are often loath to
resort tu. It miglt have been mlientioned,
that lands overrun vith couch-grass and
other root-weeds of ic same clas, by lielig
laid dow'n to grass for half a dozen years,
ivil b fountid completely frecd from then,
for on examination it will lie found that the r
roots have been completely decomposed and
destro.ed. But tlie precue lengli of tinie
neressary fer lte tlorought destruction of
root-weeds, very much depends uipon tie
nature of tlie soi ; a lard and drysoil being
a grcat deal more in the farmer's favour for
eflci ing his peurpose, than a moist, sofi, and
spongy onte. It iay be remarked, howe or,
that it is not alvays conlienlit tu change
the character even of a smnait portion of a
small farin which is decidedly either an araý
ble or a grass ee; and lience tle cvil of
permuîtitig the soit te continue infestedi withî
weeds from ycar to year is frequently sub-
mitted to.

It nust not invariably, however, be consi.
dered as a decided proof of bad manage-
ment, the ippearance of certain n eeds un
thle crop of tIe farner, unless at periotis of
the year \vhen a careful vigilance should
have kept themt under scie sort of subjec-
ttons for the tlhoy of vegetation is so truly
wonderful, that notwitlhstandiig fite great
enhghtennient of the present age, anong
the generality oe the farming commnity, it


