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APPLYING MANURE 70 THE SURFACE.

Whether putrescent manures should be ap-
plied: to-the surface of the svil, is a_question
on which the opinions of distinguished agri-
culturssts are far from beng unanimous. ‘The
nsht decision of the question depends in our
view, upon the following circumstances.—
1. The condition of the manure to be applied.
2. The character of the soil for which it is
mtendéd. 4. The nature of the crop to be
benetited byit. 4. The time of the year when
the manure is to be carried out.

1. If the. manure to be applied has been
composted, or ii the process of fermentation
bas already spent its force upon 1t, there can
be no serious objection to its being spread upon
the surface ; since the gaseous exhalations hav-
inzalready es:ngcd, 1t 1s chiefly secured agunst
the ravages of the atmosphere; and from mfil-
tration theve is nothing to fear, as that is the
very process best adapted to bung the decom-
pescd patticles in contact with the mouths of
the plants which are to feed upon it

2. If the soil for which the manure is intend-
¢J, be very porous to a considerable depth, the
nearer the surface the manure can be deposited,
without too much exposure to the atmosphere,
the better; it being evident that the nutritive
juices will soon descend beyond the reach of
:the plants, if it be in the first place buried too

eep. -

3. If the crop to be benefited consist of any
of the finer grains or grasses, the application
of the manure to the surface (hamowed in, in
the case of gram.) will have a greater present
effect than any other mode of application, as
the roots, that 1s, the mouths o% the plants,
Iymg close 1o the surface, will have the readier
axess 10 their food. That natural meadow.
12ad can thus be made to yield a greater burden
of grass than by any other means, scarcely
admuts of a doubt.

4. If the manure applied is summer-made
manure, which must be carried out in the fall,
this mode of application will have another
argument in itsfavor. By being spread at this
season of the year, after the heals of summer
e past, the fermentation and evaporation will
be but slight, and the rains and snows which
may be expected to fall upon it in succeeding
months, will either wash it into the soil, or so
inbed it among the roots of the growing crop,
asquute effectually to shield it from the wasting
action of theatnosphere the succeeding season.

Oae thought more upon this subject. With
the relation of plants to the atmosphere as a
source of nulriment, we are a. yet much less
acquainted than with those which they sustain
1o the so0il; and agricultural science, in its
onward progress may develope the fact, that
manures applied to the surface, L{ exerling 2
direct z7d powerful agency upon the leaves of
plants, amr?hus promoting an increased absorp-
ton of the nuintive particles of the atmosphere,
way prove more beneficial, cspecially in the
case of grasses and the finer grams, notwith.
svanding the loeses they sustain from evapora-
ton, than they would if buried beneath any
poction-or the soil.  Foote's Prize Essay-

BOOK FARMING.

« | pity the stupidity of the man who thinks

it we use books, we must clcee our cyes

st the light that is beaming upon us from
other sources; or that we must become mere
theonsers, and the victims of ruinous experi-
ments. What! does 2 man lose his own com-
mon sense, his prudence and his judgment,
whenever he takes.up an ml(unl &:‘l:r,
or opens a book upon h ? ot
one make himsell acquainted with the doings
of others, without loosing his power 1o judge

whether it would be well for him, in his cir-
cumstances, to copy their examples? Cuar
brams are not &0 weak as this. The knowledge
acquired from tooks dlocs not mahe us all mad.
But 1f 1t did, there would be wore -zest and
true enjoyment in the learned mad-man’s
course than i that of him who haslearned with-
out, and who thinks that books cannot make
fum wiser. I ask what book-farmmg 1s?
Common book farmmg 1s, learnmg by means
of books, new facts, opinions, results of exper-
ments, modes of operation, and the using such
parts of the information as can te turned to
profitable account in our individual situauons.
f this be folly, we are content to be called
fools. . An agricultural paper will be worth to
you every month,-if not every week, more
than its annual cost.”

GARDENERS’ DEPARTMENT.

As the season will shuitly be at hand for
gaudening, we consider it our privilege, as a
conducior of an Agricuitural Journal, to devote &
portion of its columns to subjects which wall bave
direct refirence to the scicnce and praciice of
gardening. The operations of Horticultural pur.
suits are most interesting in all their details, and,
in pont of profit, no labour gives a better rewnard,
to say rothing of its comforts and luxuiies, than
than that performed in the garden.

No family can sufficiently appreciate the advan.
tages that result from a well-stored garden of
vegetables, fruits, and flowers. The former might
casily furnish haif a support to A family. and ar
the same time constitute the mcst healthul and
agreeable diet; and the lauer wonld impreve the
taste of the junior membera of the family, and
make home agreesble and inviting. The most
scient'fic, of both sexcs, hroughout the civiized
world, have been celebrated fur the delight which
they evinced in gardening pursuits.

We are.sorry to say that the people of this
country have not cultivat'd their taste in this
respect to mny extent. This, perhaps, may be
attributed to the fact, that the subject has not
received that sttention that it desecves from the
Canadian Prees. We shall endeavour to make
p tLis loss, by devoting about two pages of each
number of our Jourust o Horticultural sutjects
With the exception of a short Calendar, which
wo_shall prepsre monthly, the ariicles will be
principally selected from oor cotemporsries ard
standard authors. Those selections will be made
with a view to profit our readers.

CULTURE OF FRUIT.

We pro to furnish our readers occasion-
ally with directiong for the cultivation of fruit,
embracing everything of consequence from the
apple to the strawberry; with the culture
adapted to each, and a selection of the most
desirable varieties, for those who have but little
land, as wellas for the farmer's orchard.  We
intend to furmish onc number of he proposcd
series once in_each month. To those who
have large fruit gardens and orchards, every
thing relating to their management, every thing
by which their culture may be improved, must
of course be a wmatter of importance; and to
those whose whole farm perbaps consists of
but half an acre, or even less, and there are
many such among our subecribers, it certainly
cannot but be an object of interest 1o make the
best of that little. To such, it isiddeed far
preferable to have fine, well bearing trees, of
excellent and seasonable varieties, than to bave
their limited grounds occupied by trees whose

only product is srall-unpalatable fruit.

No one, however limited his means, or how-
ever little the Jand he occupics, should be
detenied from the culusation of fuist 1ale frudt
A ticeof the.best vauety cuats Lut little more
thaa’the worst—and w il grow n the comer of
a sniadl yaod, as welt as on the richest domain.
A dozen trees ol the faest selection, will cost
but theee of lout dullais, wnd may be properly
traasplanted for halt that sum.  In five years,
if wedl taisen care of, they wall aflurd a retumn
for the lator testuwed; and few would then -
be walling 10 part with them for hive tumes their
ccst. The proprictor of the village garden,
wul find many pleasant huurs of 1ccreation in
their management, and an agrecable and useful
cccupation will be fwinished to his children,
Indeed, the culture, propagation by budding
and grfting, and a knowledge of the diseases
of irnit tices, should be considered as an indis-
pensable accomplishment in a joung man's
edi cation.

The first thing to attend to in planting fruit
trees, 15 the sefection af the ground. This, it
1§ true, 1s olten m a great measure Leyond
our conirol; but stil, even in a quarter of an
acre, 1t there 1s any difference i the soil, there
1s some choice; as cach hmd may Le more
nearly furnished with its approprate sail, than
where no such attention isgiven.  Whenever,
tharelore, a choice can Le made, the apple
should kave ground which 1s nich and moder-
ately most; the pear, cherry. apricot, and
peach, a deep loose soil, more sandy for the
cherry and peach, and the quance a rich moist
soit,  Butd the ground be ¢t tolerable fertility,
much more depends upon a preparation by
diggang and flling the heles, than any selec.
uon.*

There 15 probably no natural sailin the state
well adapted to the proper extension of the
roots of frust wwees, withiout previous loosemng
by digging.  We have secen peach tices trans-
planted nto soil naturally locse, hinger -year
after year with hule growth; while on the
other hand, trees set in a heavy soil, properly
prepared, have made 2 growth the first sheots
an mch and 2 quarter in diameter. In the
former instance, the tress were put in holes
tarely large enough to receive the reots; in
the latter, they were dug six or seven feet in
diameter, and fifteen inches decp, filled chiefly
with the loose soil thrown out.” In the former
the roots had to werk their way through the
undisturbed subsoil ; m the latterthey penetra~
ted freely through the aitficial bed of mellow
earth. Much of the success in growth depends
on digeing very Jarge holes, (atleast 7 feet in
diameter,) yet there 1s nothing we have found
more difficult 10 mduce others fo practice.

The distance asunder, 1sa pomntwhich should,
———

® «For a Fruit Garden, a western aspect is
generaily brar, because it 18 the lcast sumiect to
udden transutons of temperature.  Savere vernal
fiortaofien prove injunieus, or otherwase, according
s the weaiher that fullows. If the sky be overs
cast in the morming, and the air continues cold,
litt ¢ or no datnugeoccura; but when the sun hreaks
out warm, the injury is greatest ; and the more so,
when the trees are most exposed to hisrays. For
this reasan, a hill era wo d on the cast side, may
provo very beneticual,

“ A northern aepret would go far towarde
insuring regular crops, of the peach, nectarive,
apricot, if protected from the sun and warm winds
by a brlt of evergreens.  Onanndy soils especially,
the reflected hects ofien sufficient in aviumn or
winter to atar: the buds; and snow and ice have
bren succesetuily beaped round 1recs 10 prevent
this disasters but a nortbern aspect would probe.
blyZrender auch laber unrneccssary.

** Dry, firm greund should be choern, preferring
» andy or gravelly locm, though clay will do with:
good culture.  Wee, peaty, or sponry roils are wpt
<o be frosty ; for the radiation ¢f the heat is much
greater than from firmer lands.—D. Thomas, én
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