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"A very good story," said Ilorton. "I like that, there- is so much
dry humour in it; it's a very cliur.icteristic story that."

"A feller," sais I, "my Lord, that has wrestled through life as T

have, must naturally have got a good many falls, and some pretty

heavy ones too, afore he larnt the right grips and the proper throws,

that's a fact.

" * Well/ says Danel, ' ring the uell, please } and,' sais he,

'waiter, more wine. I'll tell you how I know I am going to win

that cause. I told you, Sam, there was a road to every man, if you

could only find it. Now, the road to a judge is the most difficult

one on earth to discover. It aint a road, nor a bridle-way, nor a

path hardly. It's a trail, and scarcely that. They are trained to

impartiality, to the cold discharge of duty, and when on the bench,

leave their hearts to home, except in a criir^'nal case. They are all

head in Court; they are intrenched in a sort of thick jungle, so that

it is almost impossible tu get at them. Still, judges are only men,
and there never was but one perfect man ia the world.

"
' Did you mind that little judge that sat there to-day, lookin* as

sour as if he had breakfasted off crab-apples, sauced with red pepper

and vinegar ? Well, ho aint a bad lawyer, and he aint a bad man.
But he is a most disagreeable judge, and a most cantankerous chap
altogether. I have bagged him to-day ; but it was very difficult play,

I assure you. You can't soft-sawder a judge, he is too esperienced

a man for that ; the least spatter even of it would set him against

you; and you can't bully him, for ha is independent of you, and if

he submitted to such treatment, he ought to be impeached. Now,
old sour-crout has decided two cases on the branch of law that was
under consideration to-day, pretty analogous to my ease, but not ex-

actly. Well, my object is to get him to view them as governin'

mine, for he is not always quite uniform in his views, but how to do
that without leanin' too strong on his decisions, was my difficulty.

So I tcuk a case that he had decided on a collateral branch of the

subject, and that I examined, criticised, and condemned pretty se-

verely. He defended his ground strongly, at last I gave in ; I only

touched it, for it warn't pertinent to take off the appearance of

throwiu' the lavender to him. Then I relied on his two other deci-

sions; snowed their ability, soundness, and research off to great ad-

vantage, without folks knowin' it. - The jBrst slap I gave him sounded

so loud, while people was sayin' I was rueuin' my cause, and had
lost my tact, I was quietly strokin' down the fur on his back, and

ticklin' his funny-rib. Ring the bell, please. Waiter, the bill.'

"Well, hearin' that, I took out my purse to pay ray half the

Bhot.

" * Don't violate your own rule, Slick,' sais he, * of passive soft-

aawder; when I am wrong don't set me right, don't oppress me by

your (I won't gay superiority), but your equality. Let me be fooJ


