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(To be continued.)
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HOLIDAY SHOPPERS

Brief Description of Some of
Displays Made by Local
Merchants

AANDSON: WNDOW  EXHIBITIONS

Feature of the Trade This Year Is
Lavish Decoration in ' All the
Principal Establishments

WA 15 OFFER

. r

Prosperity is writtenin the  smiling
face of every Victoria merdhani ds the
Christmas. trade reaches its height. One
and all report”that money is plentiful
and purchasers are spending more in an-
ticipation of the holidays than ever be-
fore. Probably the most noticeable fea:
ture of the present season is the almost
ubiquitous presence of artistic decora-
tion both of display windows and inter-
jors. These mueh enhance the Testive
appearance of the city streets and ren-
der purchasing a pleasure.
carding some of the more important re-

il establishments are given below:
Western Canada’s Big Store. :
There is a, sense of lightness about
the elaborate holiday decorations at
spencer’s that centre in the main quad-
rangle. Lattice work of - white ribben,
entwined with delicate foliage brol_ien
here and there by pink, white and crim-
son roses, is the gemeral scheme. Fes-
toons of rosettes, of every color of the
rainbow, hang in graceful curves from
the ceilings, broken here and there by
bell-shaped ~ornaments that hang sus-
pended at every point of vantage. AtA
night, when, in addition to the usnal
prilliance of the store, @ softer radiance
chines through hundreds of _Ja anese
lanterns the decorations appear in all
their glory, ‘a fitting. ¢limax -of many
days of carefully planned work- on the
part of Messrs. W, Sbencerynnd Albert
Lawrence. The show windows are most
Veautifully arranged, especially those on
Broad street. An allegory in three fab-
leaux is presented there. On the right
is shown “‘the night before Christmas.”
Two children -'are asleep = dreaming
of the wisit ‘of ‘Kris- Kringle, un-|
mindful of the fact that the kindly ‘gen-
tleman himself is in -the room" filling
stockipgs and piling up  furniture from

his .bountiful stock -of presents. !
~  And then comes Christmas morning;
not in Victeria, of course. ‘Snow on
the ground; the painted . chu¥ch sl ines
whife in the distafice. After service is

over there is ‘the-~Christmas _dinner,
faithfully depicted JH the 1efh ifend> wit

The' fable ‘is spread With hand
drawn damask. Déinty doyleys and ser-
viettes are mear each 'plate. Fine ‘cut-
lery and diamond like glass shines from
all parts and" the mistréss of the house
is giving the finishing touch to th.e most
important event of the ‘fable in the
course of the year.’ =~ - e
To adequately ‘ tell ~the * Christmas
story of Spencer’s would entail writing
i book. The departments are so numer-
ous that, without a guide, strangers be-
come lost.in the maze of merchandise.
Yet there-is no apparent rush, so care-
fully are the details 'arrnnfid ‘for. Bacl

dow.

branch - appears = self-cenfred, under a
capable * head, and - “enatgh  ecourteous
salespeople are at hand to-attend to the

want of customers. The'staple depart-%Golconda.

ments are in fall swing. Crowds of
bargain hunters flock ‘to them and all
seem to obtain ‘exaetly what they re-.
quire. Te-some -minds even.'a present
bought as'a bargain affords added pleas-
ure to the ‘giver.

But it is to toyland that most shop-
pers, especially .the youngsters, make
their way. Here for the - first time
“Teddy,” the bear; gracefully named
in honor of President Roosevelt goes
through the most amazing contortions
on a parallel bar and the trapese. There
are wild -animals . galore.. Wild eyed
tigers jostle with solemn aj

-lion clipped
3 sand are look-
ing with unseeing
partment. What

~ of - the  ‘Mormon’s
ch for presents when
continually sealed to a
fresh family should have made that in-
dividual reach a happy haven on Gov-
ernment street, Victoria. Spencer’s
was what he was looking fer. - '

But it-is not all frivolity or pastimes.
The elder members of the family re-
quire attention. For the ladies there
are, in addition to gorgeo! robes,
mantles. and furs, a bewildering var-
iety of useful and.fancy .articles in-
cluding pillows, manieure sets, photo
frames and work and jewel boxes.
Masculine needs have also been most
carefully attended to. Slippers in
leather, felt and woolwork with fur
borders. Bath ;robes, smoking and,
lounging jacketé in fact everything a\
man wants can be obtained in ‘endless’
yariety. : ! 3

Furniture forms a good solid gift.
Apparently the desire tur mission de-
signs in fumed oak has not waned for
there are many cabinets, settees, chairs,
writing desks and  tabourets in_ this
severe but leasing style. ‘I'here are also
dainty Sheraton - pieces; eothers “in
golden oak. But Morris chairs seem to
be the particular favorite. There is a
great range of prices for these com-
fortable articles. of furniture. Spanish
leather bag.cushions are side by side
with the most modern ideas 1in up-
holstery. To put it shortly, almost any-
thing thought of for good substantial
Christmas_gifts can be obtained at
Spencer’s. ot

successful
he was b

‘Weiler Bros. 34
For some weeks past the handsome
apartments of - - Weileg Bros., Govern-
ment street store, have been crowded
with Christmas buyers. Originally this
well-known Vietoria firm confined itself
almost entirely to the manufacture and
sale of furniture.: Now, however, that
line i a rative incidental. The
stock which may: be viewed is as varied
as it is possible to-conceive. It ranges
from the dainty china eup to the mass-
Ive mahogany bed-room set. All the
rooms are. tastefully adorned, the win-
dow decorations -being -in keeping with |
the season. i
When a reporter called at the store

Details re- |

the object of his visit was to say some-
thing about the Christmas stock and the
arrangements which were be ade to
meet the demands of the e . wWas
cordially received. In the course of the
ensuing conversation he was uced
to the inner. circle of one of the most
enterprising and prosperous businesses
of the city. Even at that .early hour
the visitors were numerous, clerks were
hugrying hither and thither, each intent
on” some special mission. When the ex-
tent of the stock”handled by. the com-
pany was remembered’. it - became ‘&
source of der to the phisticated
scribe that these employees should be
able to find the articles the different
customers required from the .midst of
such a mass of goods. But it didn’t
seem to trouble them. They continued
their work systematically and, in most
instances, satisfied the demands of their

useful as Christmas gifts which cannot
be found at Weiler Bros.

It would be useless to attempt fto
give a comparative description of what
may be found at this very big store.;
There are :several lines, however, which
bave been  recently introduced and of
which members of the firm are particu-
larly proud. One of these is the. glass-
ware, another the silver and a third the
cutlery. All these are first-class, in fact
the best that can be procured anywhere.
They are “imported from -the - largest
manufacturing establishments of Great
Britain and the Puropean -continent.
Samples are displayed in the .Govern-
ment street window and certainly are
worthy of inspection. ¢ :

On the second floor may be found a
splendid collection of the richest Oriental
goods including carpets, rugs, etc,
of which, it was pointed out, are in de-
mand as Christmas gifts. There also
are cashmere table covers, hand em-
broidered linen. In the other apartment
is-to be found the furniture supply.
Like the other lines it is extremely vari-
ed in character. From the heavy goods
needed in ‘the equipment of the modern’]
dwelling house i all its common acces-
sories to the daintiest-little bric-a-brac
used for adornment the stock’is complete
in every detail. All the rooms are de-
corated appropriately.

A number of specialties have been in-
troduced for Christmastide. One of ‘these
is worthy of special mention. It is &
piece of crockery, a heavy plate, made
for the use of children. As explained

y one of the employees of the com- |
pany the average children when begin-
ning to eat finds it difficult to carry the
food to the mouth without scattering
some about_the table cloth. In order to
overcome this the plate in question is
provided with curving rims which throw
the food onto the on.” This scheme
has been. tested and has proved most
satisfactory. It is asserted that these

lates. promise to become the popular

omestic fad of the season. o

To continue to enumerate’ Weiler

Bros.! stock would be useless because
it i§ jmpossible to give an adeqmately
complete ‘desecription. To thorouchly ap-
preciate the variety of goods displaved:
one must pay a personal visit to the
PIODATWIING, 1o o b 2 mans o5y fad
{nir Ghalloner & ;gd"ﬁ};émfx, s
'With the addition 6f-the stock re:
¢eived for the Christmas trade ‘to. that
already. in - the store, Challonér &
Mitchell’s jewelry. establishment now
presents a. splendid appearance, -Vic-
torians -have good reason to be proud
of the store, for probably not another
shop of its kind in-Canada—or for
that matter in America—in a city of
this 'size, can show such a - gorgeous
display. Gorgeous is the word. that
describes _it. From end to end the
world has been ransacked to contribute
the goods which are spread on the
show-cases for the delectation of the
wealth and beauty of Victoria. Dia-
monds from the pits of Africa lie side
by side with those from :the mines of
Aquamarines, -emeralds and
many curious and little known stones
from the  Urals reg‘ys_e alongside . of
rubies from Burmal® and pearls from
the: shores of Ceylon. ~ The lavish -
play of gold and precious stones is, in
fact, such as one is .accustomed to
associate rather with' splendor of the
latter days of Rome ‘or Carthage than
with the fresh vigor of youngest Can-
ada. g ]
Of precious stones a bewildering
variety is to be‘seen.. -Necklets and
bracelets, such as might adorn a mod-
ern Thais or a Cleopatra, are much in
evidence, such jewelry being now very
fashionable.  The -/finest consist  eof
thin chains of gold, hung with precious
stones of various sorts. . Diamonds,
pearls, rubies all may be had in this
setting, while one of the most magnifi-
cent pieces of jewelry m the shop isa
wonderfully ‘intricate = necklace of.
amethysts set in gold. ~In many of the
necklaces the place of the gold is sup-
plied 'by platinum, thi§ having the ad-
vantage of setting off the. jewels to
greater advantage. \

Bracelets have of late, owing to the
prevalence of short sleeves, become in-
creasingly popular, and they form a
conspicuous part of the display. The
majority of them are of gold, set with
varibus jewels. From Paris comes a
wonderful piece of gold work in the
shape of a bracelet made of woven
strands of gold wire, - soft and flex-
ible as leather. g v o

It is Parjs thdt supplies the greater
part of the splendid pleces of jewelry.
From the gay capital on the banks of
the Seine 530 come the little enameled
pendants -and brooches that are at-
tracting so much attention at present.
There are - exquisite pieces of work-
manship—each piece made by an artist
who is an artis#n as well. "They are
of gold, hand-wrougnt, and cavered
wwith beautiful - iridescent. enamel, in-
terspersed with gems. ;

From Paris, too, come the dainty
little bronze statuettes, ‘some of them
supperting. lamps or candles. - They
are in all shapes, but tue faverites are
women of a .very sinuous variety and
savoring much of . the fin“de siecle
spirit of the French capital and of theq
art nouveau:
From Paris, too,” come the dainty
little gold watches, gems in them-
| selves. These tiny timepieces are now
very fashionable, and uespite the big
price are selling rapidly. The ‘cases
are works of art, the backs in particu-
lar being worked in a truly wonderful
manner. Some of them are-executed
in open work, set with gems, and with
a background of iridiscent enamel, the
resulting effect being beautiful in the
extreme. e » g s
‘Of art china of all sorts Challoner &
Mitchell have a large display. From
Vienna comes the Imperial Austrian
court china, of which many pieces are
on show. This is very rich in color,
ing, the prevailing tints being scarlet,
blue and gold. The pieces are orna-
mented with paintings, and make very
striking sets.” Less ornate but of
higher artistic valite are the Dresden
pieces and those from Bonn; while

patrons—for there are very few things oh

wood are calculated to stir the hearts
of all lovers of good china. _ *

Of diamonds and pearis Challoner &
Mitchell have a magnificent collection.

examples of the black variety;
of the cream and ordinary kinds I
numbers are displayed. Of diamonds,
both set in rings and in other ways,
quantities are to be seen. Prominer
in-the window display is a necklace of
twenty-seven absolutely perfect blue

the price marked is $3180. “And they
will be much higher next year,” said
Mr, Challoner, ““for diamonds are going
up in price all the time.”

i B. Williams & Co.

For the male members of the family,
a splendid array of gifts is to be found
at the Semi-ready clothing compa.py's
store on Yates street. Every man likes
to have a good variety of neckties to
oose from; and at Messrs. B. Williams
& Co.’s store is to be found a splendid:
assortment of neckwear. ‘Lhe ties are of
all shapes and of all colors, but all of
them are pretty, and among the lot it
would be. impossible to choose an ugly
or 1 itic one. ;

informed  the Colonist that a big busi-
nesd .is being dome in: the Semi-ready
clothing just a present. This brand of
clothing is favored by all young men who

do not care to pay the price for a_tail-
or-made outfit. =The suits, roughly pieced
together, are kept by the company, in

mothtproof wardrobes. Skilled tailors,

are at work on the premises, and in a

few hours, any one of the suits ¢an be

perfectly adjusted to any sort of figure.

The good: fits - provided, and the low

prices, are what have combined to make

the Semij-ready clothing so popular.
Angus. Campbell & Co.

To the fair sex one of -the most at-
tractive windows in the city is that
lof  Angus Campbell & Co., Govérnment
street. “Ladies, have Jyou inspected
it-" It is safe to say that such a ques-
tton will be answered in the affirmative
in ‘the majority of instances. Passing
into this store yesterday the Colonist
scribe could not biit admire many dainty
articles useful in-the embellishment of a
lady’s toilet: Despite the natural em-
barrassment of the sitnation he plucked
up courage: enotigh to run the guantlet
of what appeared to be a myriad of
questioning girlish eyes to the rear of
the. store where he encountered a kind-
red. spirit in the person of Mr. Camp-
bell,, the proprietor of the establish-
nient. “You propose giving us a Christ-
mas box -in the form of a ‘write-up’ of

Having received an afirmative reply,
Mr. Campbell proceeded to show. the
visitor through the store. = He displayed
beautifully , embroidered handkerchiefs,
gloves the quality of which could not
but excite admiration; belts, bags, fans,
umbrellas all of the choicest to be found
on the market. In addition, Mr. Camp-
bell: was obliging enough to show many
articles bearing, to the average unintel-
ligent male = mind, unpronounceable
names. ‘But it must be acknowledged
that all were beautiful andthere s no
doubt  that if it were possible for the
writer. to give adequate des i the
words wounld be read with interest by
the majority of ladies. The ladies’ neck-
wear in st "Mr. Campbell said, was
of the finest to be found anywhere. .. He
also displayed some silk and lace waists
and several bridge jackets of the latest
pattern. It is hardly necessary to add

part of the ladiés of Victoria would be
well worth while. And it might also be
stated that dny gentlemen wishing to
experience bewilderment in its acutest
form might call upon Mr. Campbell and
request to be shown' thg stock, endeav-
oring to ‘ohtain a sp of “the 'afore-
mentioned “unpronounceable” names.
g M. W. Waitt & Co.

“We're making the rounds of the
buginess houses for the purpose of in-

formihg the public of 'your preparations
to meet the demands of the Christmas

trade,” remarked a humble member of

an early call upon Manager Kent, of
the M. W, Waitt Co. yesterday morn-
ing. “Come right in and make your-
sélf at home,” responded Mr. Kent.
“You see we're in a somewhat disorder-
ed-condition at the present time.” This
was certainly correct, M, Kent, Jr.,
was busy -in one of . the windows upon a
de‘sigg! : wll;;c'h ;:ix:oxl;is,egt tgb develop i‘xiito
ong "of t Pre%iest,,. ~of the many fine
Christmas._store displays. He had erect;
ed a stand upon which were flutes, ban-
jos,  accordeons, etec. It was explained
that in the evenings all the lights would
be out with the exception of those just
beneath the stand which would throw
the exhibition into bold relief and, doubt-
Jess render it “exceedingly attractive.
The design for the opposite window had
pot been decided at that time, but Mr.
Kent gave his assurance that it would
be in keepiig with the general decora-
tions. “You might add,” Mt Kent said,
“that we have been appointe the British
Columbia jobbers for the Edison Phono-
graph company. All the business of the
province will have to pass though our
hands .now, which means more than
some realize. It /s possible to obtain
any movelty in the form of a phonograph

here.”
West End Grocery.

The West End. Grocery store, Gov-
ernment street, presents a striking ap-
pearance. It is impossible to walk
along-Government street in the vici-
nity of this place of business without
glancing inside. Having done that the
inclination is to give the place a closer
inspection. Really the Christmas de-
corations -of this establishment are a
credit ‘to those responsible. Manager
Heald tates that “the boys” ,meaning
the - ever-smiling, ever-obliging . clerks
in his employ) are to be credited Loth
with the design and the work of adorn-
ment. That being the case “the toys”
Lave earned praise. The balcony of the

tore is smothered in ivy and ever-
green, while peeping from different
nooks and corners is just a sugg=ition
of color in the shape of red, white' ard
blue kFurting. The windows”also are
‘artistically and appropriately adorned.
In one is a splendid collection of Med-
iterranean fruit of all varieties. In an-
other are wines, liquors and delicacies
while in a third are children’s delights,
where candies, nuts, oranges and other
such toothsome articles. predominate.
Manager Herald takes advantage of
this opportunity to convey ‘to the gen-
eral public an’ open invitation to visit
his store during the Christmas season.

; C. E. Redfern. ;

. A perfect blaze of diamonds flashing
in.the rays of electric light attracts: the
eyes of tltose passing the windows of
C. E. Redfern’s jewelry stofe, Govern-
ment street. ‘' Mr. Redfern has incressed
his stock for the Christmas trade. Be-
‘sides a large collection' of “the wusuai.

several exquisite little bits of Wedg-

vesterday morning and explained that

[

precious stones he has taken in several

Among the pearls are two splendid
“While .lng th

onds, set in platinum, on which:

The manager of the store yesterday |

lines. These include cutlery and those
store, if not with the object oft purchas-
i 4

splendid gaality. The watches
on display also are of the best, coming
from different -European centres. Prices,
Redfern says; have de¢en reduced for the
benefit of Christmas buyers. - The store
is ‘splendidly decorated. It has a_ truly
Clhiristmas - appearance which, combined
with the old-fashioned courtesy of the.
proprietor, is ‘sufficient to make the
casual visitor m ectly “at home”

immediately - entering - the " estab-
lishment, Qt : : :
" . Sea & Gowen.

“A Merry tmas,” exclaimed N.

Gowen, one of the'proprietors of the firm
of Sea & Gowen, in answer to a similar
greeting from a Colonist'reporter. “You
want to say something about our stock
and the:preparations we've  made - for
Christmas? = TLook arquad you;  :surely
it’s not necessary for me,mas‘_tbat we

have one of the s ections of
Elcrts gl Ve,
that i?ﬁoﬁhifb'éfrecelveif ggm'a Tittle

i jaekets, ‘dressing ' g

gowWns,
wish -to appear well-dressed, but who ‘cuffs, ete, ete., all of which, he stated,
‘' were in demgmi

our  store?’ asked the latter génially. [

that a visit' to Campbell’s store-on the:

the fourth estate by way of explaining

‘ineredulity.” He then I?ent on to point
out a handsome assortment of smoking
1g s, hats, collars,
as gifts: ‘“Bnt you must
look at our ties;” he added. “Really they

'are the:finest we've had- ‘in- stock for

many months.” - After « displaying, in
addition; -a number of splendid leather
cases: used for the -purpose of accommo-
dating pazors, brushes and other articles
common . to a gentleman's toilet,-he point-
ed to the windows of the store, as if ex-
pecting exclamations of admiration. The
adornment certainly is creditable.

variety of goods displayed angd the tdSte-

1 arrangement thereof are two péints
which make the windows almost impos-
sible to' pass by without, at least, a casnal
ingpection. e iy v

‘Fit Reform Wardrobe. .

The Fit Reform Wardrobe on Gov-
ernment street has become one of the
institutions' of Victoria. Started a num-
ber of years:ago -amd continued under
the same -management it is now able
to fit out a gentleman from head fo

ings. For the holiday trade bath robes
and smoking jackets are gathered in
immense variety, in-addition to' finely
fitted suit cases and traveling ‘bags.
The Staple brand of’ clothing for which
this store 'is famous; the “Fit Reform,”
is carried in all fasiobable colors and

every size. ;
Finch and Finch.
This firm has provided an immense
assortment of gent's furn ;
England to meet the
discriminating customers:
ideas in : 3

men may almest be: cohsideréd a spe-:
clalty as tell as shirts, both for -morn=~
ing and full dress; The: presents pur-
 chased at this emporium will be of the
highest quall;y and up .to:the minute
in fashion. P L o,

and dainty souvenirs in ebony and sil-
ver for those who are not Blessed with,
much money 'to’ spend in remembran-
ces. Birth stones, set in gold, form one

of-the most attractive and suitable of-

ferings and can be ‘had"
as rings and pins. ‘Theére
collection' of art bromnzes and porcelain
statuettes that, though' moderate
‘price, will suit the taste-of specialists
in things beautiful. i 0 oo

4 Jdohn'Wenger. &~ -

In anticipation of his ¢oming remo-
val John Wenger ha; jgi?lﬂ,eA many re-
ductions in price that will bring many
of the mbre expensivé articies of jew-
ellry in reach .of® slender -purses. In
watches there is a’ fing -assort
high grade moéverne in, both - goid
and silver cases. Chains, ear-drops and
bracelets can be obtained in all styles
as well as silver ware .and all other
articles cdrried in. ac well = appointed

stock. > AT T
ardware Co,

Hickman-Tye
Bverything in 'this store is useful, and
accordingly purchases made of Christmas
present$ "have‘a lasting quality that se-
cnres ‘continued remembrance.  Knives of
all kinds, both for the pocket and hunt-
ing, are shown in évery stylé and at all
prices; : while for gifts to lovers of dogs
there are collars that will add much to
the appearance of g thoroughbred pet.
Shaving requisites can also be ohtained,
both useful and orpamental, and every-
thing that comes withih the.purview of a
fully stocked hardwaré establishment.
B. C. Hardware. Co. -

Though somewhat:llampered by the re-
modelisig of its store, s ny is in
the field ‘for business. = Prices have beén
made particularly attzactive for Christ-
mas week customers, and quality has not
been  sacrificed . to Mm - Carving
sets and other table” éu “that form
most suitable gifts td“housewives have
been carefully chosen’ for this season,
and many other articles that would make

lad the heart -of the lady of the house,

here are pocket kaives with all sorts of
handles, in cases and without, and alto-
gether this store displays a stock that
covers all reasonable refjuirements.

; H. E. Fox.

Cutlery, bright and shining, and im-
ported from the best manufacturers of
England, is to be found .at the‘store
of H. E. Fox, Government street. It
is artistically arranged in the one
window of that establishment. Al-
though the space for display is some-
what limited' those résponsible for the
adornment have found room to include
a wide and interesting variety in that
liné. There are pearl handled knives,
forks, spoons, etc. The pocket knives
are a specialty. and those wishing .to
make a -Christmas = present ‘of that
kind could not obtain a better choice
than from. this stock. Other lines are
shown equally well. Here also is found
the Christmas decorations. Festoons of
evergreen-entwine the handsome cases
of cutlery in a truly seasonable man-
ner. i< .
W. B. Hall’s Grocery.
with their eggs at-breakfast will find all
that the heart of man can desire in this

Mr. ‘Hall prides. himself on his stock of
bacons and hams. “We go in for the
Cnnadi:; produce in this direetion,” said
he to thej 1 i
though we carry Swift’s goods too, we
find that our loeal roduce is appreciated
by all awho fry it.” 3
Mr. Hall also makes a specialty of|
teas and coffees.
4 brand of his own blending, which he.
claims to be one-of -the most fragrant
and tasty on the markeét; whilé of coffees

his patrons are mjf)vided with the best imost ‘mode:

fond of it: should not-fail to visit the | prod:

dress protector’sifw in . am
amazing - variety. ‘es  for . gentle-

ment of |

Ifne at Hall’'s Grocery o Douglas street." ticeq-ein some butclier shops.

Of teas he has on sale ; worth an’inspe

that the groves of Mocha and Java can
uce.

b A lgrge stock of s 1 fancy goods
.hubl:cnhuiln for Christmas. c’Ot can-

ie | dies Mr. Hall has the best procurable,

and the same is the case with the bis-
cuits. - “As for our cakes,” said he, “we
get them right here in Victoria.”

Ogilvie Hardware Co.

With their usual enferprise the
Ogilvie Hardware company have pre-
pared for the season of Christmastide.
Their usual large and varied stock has
been augmented’ by several special
lines. All are displayed attractively
in the spaciousc windows of this estab-
lishment. The. attractiveness of the
goods and the general beauty of the
adornment would more than repay the
time and trouble which might be en-
tailed in paying Mr. Ogilvie and his
energetic staff a visit before mnext
Tuesday—Christmas Day.

: W. & J. Wilson.

For real tasty Christmas decoration
and the adequate display of a large
stock within the four-corners of win-
dow space the firm of W. & J. Wilson
is worthy of special mention. One glance
at what may be. seen from from the
street informs the prospective buyer of
what may . be obtained inside and at
what price. This in itself, as all retail
merchants know, is an art. Therefore
those responsible for the arrangement
of the windows of the firm in question
are to be credited with excellent judg-
ment as well as perfect good taste. All
that is necessary and all the articles
which go to promote the comfort of the
gentleman at home or at work are to
be.found at this store. The display of
stock is set off by Christmas decora-
tions ‘which add much to. the.striking
attractiveness of the windows. -

The White House.

-The White House is a storegwhich
should never He passed by ahy eof the
ladies of Victoria who set out to “do
some shopping” or to fake in the
sights. “Isn’t that a perfect picture of
loveliness” was“a remark which drop-
ped ' from the lips of a young lady yes-
terday after a careful examination of
the window display. This may be gen-
erally termed just a littie gushing but,
doubtless, to the mind of the appre-
ciative members of the fair sex it is

foot with the most up-to-date furnish-4, ;"o of ‘an exaggeration. There is

everything that the most precise; the
most fashionable, or the lady accus-
tomed to ‘follow- closely the varying

there is a particularly wide. variety
from the/dainty, lace collar to_the hand-|
some seal fur. It woiild be impossible
| to enter into an exhaustive enumera-
tion of’ the goods on sale owing to the
exigenties of space. Therefore suffice
it, to say it the ladies of Victoria
Should not Tail to include the White
| House in their itinerary while making
Christmas purchases. :

; _Harry Salmon.’ ;

R gt i B
e b ot e r”t‘ i : . tobacco! >
ist. Pipes of all kinds from the deli-
cate meerschaum to the modestly priced
briar. Hach bears the brand of a well

known - firm, a sure guaramtee of its
quality :

. W. B. Shakespears. ' — s rfgch&i, match ig_f::, sta}glveg

3 " bewildeting ' varie BT 3 S Anany o articles,

e oty o m&ublefnaﬂ::m-s trade in par:
goods suitable for Y presents & : T :

at this important storé on Government | ticular, have ‘been assembled for ftlie'

street. Every length %rpgse is pro- | holidays. -Hvery standard brand of to-

vided. for; diamonds “the wealthy ‘baeco, ‘cigars and cigarettes is carried in:

stock and the taste of everyone who uses
the ‘fragrant weed can be catered' to.
There is also a fine collection of walking
canes and sticks. . io . e an
This enterprising ist has made a
specialty this season of mirrors. They

jn |can. be had with metal, ebony, ivory,

celluloid and wood backs at prices that
will command a ready sale. Perfumes,
toilet -Soaps, atomizers and many other
useful articles, snitable for Christmas
gifts, can be obtnined here and every
parcel packed "up will -contain . only
goods of the b‘gﬁ i =0 et

< » LY Tie W E T

The world: has.  been  cailed upen to
supply the varied assortment of holiday
zoods carried by this enterprising firm.
Nothing usually found in a similar store
has been omitted and there are a num-
ber of novelties: that are certain to at-
tract purchasers. Lavender water afdy
other delicate perfumes c#n be obtained
in artistic fancy boxes which form pres-
ents that. are highly prized by ladies,
in partienlar: -4t Yoy vhs

-G A. Fraser.

‘Although this| store has only been a
short time under the present mansge-
ment it has the advantage of a well es-
tablished trade.” There is'no ‘diminution:
in the holiday goods that have formed
an attractive sight in past seasoms, and:
the mew. proprietor has made an enter-
taining effort to surpass previous dis-
plays. * In this he has succeeded as the
well stocked store evidences. There is
almost no Iimit to the novelties' shown
and nothing missiug from the si that
can be deemed properin a drug store.

3 Canton Bazaar.

The present .fad for everything Ori-
tal has resulted already in a heavy trade
for this emporinm of artistic goods im-
ported from China and Japan. ' Fine
pieces of - bronze, -lacquer ‘goods and
beautifnl designs in bambgo are here in
large quantities. Dainty tea sets jof
egg shell poréelain; silks of many deli-
cate shades; quilted Tobes and smoking
; jackets;” Orifental hfindkerchiefs are ail
' for sale at the lowest price consistent

with quality.” The goods carried at this
store; are extran;ly suitable for presen-
tation to Eas friends and -a -large
‘number of residents have already chosen
many of these charming remembrances.
i B C. Market Co., Ltd.

Cliristmas, in -many people’s mind is
associated with a first class dinner more
than anything else. To all the holiday
repast is an important event of the day.
Everyone is able to have tlre most par-
ticujar requirements met at the spacious
store of the B, C. Market Co., at the
corner of Yates and Goveznment streets.
There are turkeys in. profusion, ducks,
geese and.chickens. .Barons of beef and
the more modest sirloin are displayed,
all of first class quality, specially chosen
to satisfy careful buyers. The splendid
system of refrigeration enables a large
stock to be earried without deterioration

i
i

i

#Those who are £dnd of a slice of bacon ' and the unique show ecases, with their

cooling pipes’ enable inspection without
that indiseriminate handling that'is no-
The white
colored walls and marble fittings give an
air: of cleanliness to the surroundings
and ‘permit the splendid collection of

Colonist yesterday, “and al- meats to be shown to the best advant-

ge. Pl o
Victoria Book & Stationery Co.
Another of :stores. which is well
on is that of the Vic-
toria Book and Stationery Company,
Government “street.’ The' latest novels
handsomely bound, writing sets of the

lated to excite the cupidity of the col-

innumerable other articles, striking in
appearance - and = appropriate as
Christmas gifts, are displayed. In
viewing the shop windows of Victoria
one should not*fail to accord those of
the’ Victoria Book and Stationery Co.
a close inspection:
E. A. Morris, Tobacconist

“Smoke up, gentlemen; make this a
bright and happy Yuletide by impregnat-
ing the atmosphere with the aromatic
fumes of the. delicions Havana or the
equally fine tobacco mixtures which we
have in stock.” This was the greeting
by which the Colonist scribe was wel-

'comed at the store of the popular local
Is it neces-| .

tobacconist, E. A. Morris.
sary to say that the invitation was ac-
cepted with alacrity?  Cigars having
been lighted, Mr. Morris proceeded to tell
of his Christmas preparations. He spoke

| of the special brands of cigars imported

for the purpose of providing the public
with suitable gifts for gentlemen, and
then escorted the visitor to the windows.
‘With justified pride he indicated the
variety of the display. There were ebony
canes, handsomely belished; meers-
chaum - pipes, Turkish pipes, cigarette]
cases, most elaborately designed, and in
fact all those trinkets which.are so much
admired and appreciated by devotees of
“My Lady Nicotine.” = The whole was
set off by the artistic arrangement of fes-
toons and evergreenm, holly being especi-
ally prominent in this adornment. M.
Morris invites all his patrons to ‘visit his
store at this season and view the ar:
rangements he has made to increase the
pleasure of the celebrators of Christmas.

Hicks & Lovick.

What would apgear to be one of the
highest triumphs of mechanical genius is
the orchestrelle, an instrument by means
of which those who have never learnt the
art of mastering the pipe organ may en-
joy to the full the pleasures of ' those
whose fingers are skilled to mamage the
music-producing keys. One of thede in-
struments is on exhibition at Hicky &
Lovick’s music store. To all appeargnce
a handsomely finished organ of thié or-
dinary type, it bears within it a mechan-
ism similar to that of the pianola. ,

The tone of the orchestrelle is-faultless,
and a sympathetic player, even though
without any technical musical knowledge,
can produce musi¢ indistingnishable from
the efforts of a skilled musician. . The in-
strument can’also be played by the key-
board like an ordimary organ. Messrs.

modes, could, wish for. In neckwear .ﬂicks & Lovick also: show the Weber

pianola piano, a - piano fitted with.a
pianola. = When ‘not in use ‘the pianola

the instrument camnot be -distinguished
from an ordinary piano. . The mechani-
cal attachment does not have the effect of
in.any way altering the superb tone of
the piano. Messrs. Hicks & Lovick also
have a finé assortment of Mason & Riseh
pianos, which they eldim to be-one of the
finest Canadian-made pianos.

‘ ‘Watson’s Grocery.

“Yes, we are out for a . record this
vear,” said F. P. Watson’to a Colonist
reporter yesterday: - “Irade this Christ-
mas is better than it has ever been be-
fore, and we-have a better stock in eur
store than we have ever had in: times

past."- L3
d

sum:whﬁe"

ager's assertio . Mr. Watson is mak-

ing a special effort te cater to the Christ-
mas trade, and  as a consequence nas
‘taken care to get in a splendid stock of
the fruits and other good things that are
indissolubly associated with the season of

oranges such as are only produced in the
orchards of California fill the store. A Mr,
Watson also has arranged for a special
‘shipment .of sweet pickles and other deli-
cacies from the celebrated firm of
Heinze’s, and is now awaiting the arrival
of a big consignment of turkeys
will complete the Christinas stock.

beér of alterations have beewr mide ves
cently to the interior fittings of the'store
of Kell & Co., cotner of Broad and Fort
streets, the Christmas decorations have
been sslightly delayed. But the staff;
y the manager down to the small
boy, are working ‘energetically and in
the course of a few days will have com-
seasonable adornment to be found in the
business section of’the city. A large as:
sortment of fancy goods has been i
ported ‘and is finding  a  Teady s
These will be displiyed  arti:

on. ~ e B
- Terry & Marett. el
One of the prettiest stores of Victoria
in that of Terry & Marett, corner of
Fort and Douglas streets, besides the
usual line of drugs a number of speci-
alties are carried and ‘these are displayed
to the best -advantage. One window :z‘
taken up ‘entively with an’ exhibition

Cadbury’s -candies, chocolates' predom-
inating. In another is shown a ‘hand-
‘some collection of toilet articles, such as
ebony hand mirrors, sets of brushes, etc.
All are set in the midst of holly bright-
ened by ‘the red berries which grow with
that "popular evergreen. ' Mr. Terry is
to he econgratulated upon the whole
arrangement. He invites public inspec-
tion and will not object to fair criticism,

v Maynard’s Shoe S3ore. :

will- find a haven of rest in ‘Maynard's
shoe store on Douglas street. Mr. May-
nard prides himself on carrying one of’
the largest-stocks of boots and shoes:in
the éity. —It includes many lines; among
other makes” the Ralston Health shoe,
which is claimed to be one of the most
comfortable shoes made. -The sole is the
point in 'which these boots are different
from all others, the very greatest care
being taken iin planning and making
this part. ‘Thgyx can be had in almést
any shape and finish desired.

Mr. Maynard also carries the George
A. Slater Invictus shoe, than which
there is not a better on the market. For
those looking for appropriate Christmas
presents, a special assortment of ladies’
fancy slippers has been laid in.  These
are in all colors and designs, some .of
them being extremely-pretty. N

The windows of Mr. Maynard’s store
are very dressy, and are worthy of at-
tention from- all those who have not: yet
decided upon their Christmas purchases.

Stoddart’s Jewelry Store. : :
What s probably the smallest wadtch
made for sale to the general publie, is
on view at Stoddart’s jewelry store on
Yates street. Mr. Stoddart carries a !
large line of these watches. They have
handsomely finished gold cases, and are |
so small that while a ten cent piece will
almost cover the tiniest, the largest can
easily. be concealed beneath a twenty-
five cent piece. Mr. Stodadrt states
that these watches are very fashionable

design, post cards calcu- |
- S

in England just at present, being worn

lectors of the unique in that'line, and | al:

ule. :Figs froni 'Smyrna, dates fromngttractive,.S;

i clx Eﬁ festive board. :

Ball T
. Owing' to the fact that quite a mum-}

evergreen being used with prodigal pt'o: (

Those who are troubled with sore feet |

' Dickens,"

by ladies, as pendants. . Mr. Stoddart

%0 carries a fine line of English made
repeating watches, in covers of gold, sil-
ver and gun metal. The watches took
the highest awards at the Paris Expo-
sition for correctness. -
A notable feature of Mr. Stoddart’s
stock is the splendid assortment of cut
glass. “Go where you will in¥the city
and you can’t beat these,” ﬁd Mr.
Stoddart as he produced: a huge beaker
and a big salad bowl, covered{with in-
tricate designs cut deeply into the glass.
“They were made in Wolverhampton,
‘England, and I-bave never seen finer
goods in all my life.”

Russell’s

At Russell’s big lady’s clothing store,
in the Masonic building, Douglas street,
is to be found everything in the way of
clothes that any woman could wish for.
Mr. Russell has made extensive prepar-
ations for catering to the Christmas
trade, and now' states that his ‘stock is
more complete than ever before. Al-

rushing, and he expects even more be-
fore Christmas Day. <Come what may,
however, Mr. Russell is prepared to
deal with ‘it. iy \

In addition to ladies’ clothing, Mr.
Russell has on hand a 'large stock of

such other furbelows dear to the heart
of all true women, the counters and
shelves of *the shop bear goodly store.

. Russell has, in view of the
Christmas demand, got in a large con-
signment of fancy goods, suitable for
Christmas: presents. These comprise
glove boxes, toilet sets, and other per-
quisites of the toilet table, such as
every:-woman loves. .

-Those: who contemplate buying gifts
for their. lady friends cannot do bet-
ter than pay a vigit to Russell’s.

. Mrs. Bickford

All ladies, but particularly mothers,
will find something to interest them at)
Mrs. Bickford’s. on Fort street. Mrs.
Bickford, who for yvears past has been
. known as one of Victoria’s most prom-
inent dealers in millinery and ladies’
Land children’s elothing, is now retiring
from bunsiness and is selling off her
large ‘mil:n eomplete stock at very much
‘edue Ates. °

AMltough the sale has now been in
,proﬁ‘%:l 'fort‘g:he fime past, and much

remains. and those seeking presents for
wives, ‘daughters- and -friends will find

‘in" the piece; and of this she is dispos-
‘ing @t extremely low rates.

TRickford has a large stock on hand.
even for tlhiose who: do. not habitnally
head gear for the gustv winter days.
ford is giving away -coupons for a draw-
{ing for three splendid dolls. ':The sub-
jects of theilottery -are now gisplaved
in the store windows. and magnificent

bv. The three

r. Watson’s store is { the 2 l :
tru G man-fihe little ;;'Jho'
Vate me‘%lkl' dalle Wix;mkh“{-pngrfthnp' Victoria .

children happv on Christmas Day.
5 B.. C, Furniture Ca. s
.The:B. C.!Furniture  Company also

has been made

the gardens of Muscat and Yemen, been n . at special in or-
rants” and raisins from the sunny s'hcres der to ¥ ok . ind nt to
of ' the ~Mediterranean, and ' splendid | Christmas buyers. A visit from - the

general public is invited.
B. C. Market Co., Limited
‘Those who wish to celebrate Christ-
mas according to-the custom of the good

\a_ fine sirloin of beef at the head of

Market at

class assortment of meat, but have a
irgely increased stock for the Christ-
i@s trade and now show a variety of

any city on the continent.

hristmas ‘they are also lay
M -in- a .QM&* ke :ﬁd‘ﬁdﬂ

for thé's 4
& ¥ &1
%&iﬂ? ﬁ%«m
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‘Wallace’s - Grocery

cery on the corner of Yates and Douglas

"street.  For weeks past M‘:. fWaltl;eom:g
aking angements for the

po i+ ?o t‘thﬁruuw of the year, and

0 e 8 g the rewards of his fore-

' that the people are now looking
orfw':nd .!‘m’.sinm is sweeping in his di-'
rection. . X i 25 i
: “prade was never better than it is
now” said Mr. Wallace to the Colon-
ist when questioned as to condition yes-’
terday, “‘and I look for it to be even bet-
ter before-Christmas day comes. We have
made ample arraugentents and shall be
able " to _gmdle ‘the business, however
much it may increase?”’ :

Christmas froits and nuts and has
splendid variety on hand.

* The Mikado Bazaar. . Be
The Mikado Bazaar is an emporium
where: it is possible to obtain many of
those unique articles in Japanese ware
which | cannot be procured elsewhere.

onist reporter yesterday morning with
typical courtesy.  He displayed beauti-
ful ‘handkerchiefs, , fine crockery and
many smaller articles, inexpensive it
is ‘true, but so dainty and attractive
as to induce the most level-headed pur-
chaser to buy. All are arranged artis-
tically the Japanese being in no way
behind in displaying their goods in ac-
cordance with the usual custom at this
season of the year.
T. N. Hibben & Co.

A splendid meane of advertising. the
city is '&mﬂded by Messrs. T. N. Hib-
ben & . -which ~enterprising firm has
published' a number. of . booklets con-
taining pictures of the city and surround-
ing- country. - These are now. being of-:
fered for sale; and being very attractive-
iy got up, are finding a ready market.
They, are very siitable for Christmas
presents for friends abroad. Messrs. Hib-
ben & Co., are also publishing a series
of ‘very pretty photographic post-cards:
of the city and district. :

@ift hunters will find within ‘the store

clinations there dre sets of -the works of
cl Seott and other standard auth-
ors, as well as separate volumes of the
classics of English literature. Hibben’s

“On Christmas eve will be held a_big.
sale of motor caps,  of which Mrs..

These caps are in silk and cloth; and.
moter, make: a very ¢onvenient mode of .

With all goods purchased. Mrs. Bick--

Aollies they are indeed—the. envy of all

old days, will umofy-:rmke sure of hav-.
To these the.stock of
. C M

meats which could not. be excelled  in.

for, g of ‘@ Yeul ola-fashioned
hristmas dinner, are also to’be found
{on the stalls of the market. =~

. Everything needful for the Christmas
-dixﬁl‘;rrgs lt:ogbe found at Wallace’s Gro-

Mr. Wallace has made a specialty of

'something suitable for all those of cul- -
tivated taste. - For thdse of literary in-

ready, states Mr. Russell, business is .

children’s clothes. Of ribbons, lace and

of the stoek has gone, a great deal vet 4

15e | -what they want. Mrs. Bickford still,
part of the instrument is hidden, and|has on hand a splendid assortment of
Valenciennes  lace, both made upn and.

has prepared to;d g:n&lomb'rhitsfr;_

n ¥

1 lines o%’ .gqgg;'haye.
g figures

: muttansuch as only fhe
This ﬂ,rm’al‘iv"keepe on hand a first’

pleted one of the prettiest designs in “iBesides cuts of splendid bee!. for the -

is filled with the good

The urbane proprietor received a Col- -
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