(From Tuesday’s Daily Edltfom)

An Affront to

The Legislature.|":

Kamloops Publisher fTaken to
Task for Lampooning Open-
ing Proceedings.

Mr. Martin’s Advent in Opposi-
tion Again the Subject
of Discussion.
=% :

Interest in yesterday’s session of the
legislature centred ndt in the main pro-
ceedings, but in an incident that pre-
sented itself just before the adjourn-
ment. It was introduced by Mr, Joseph
Martin directing attention: to a remark-
able publication in the Kamloops Stand-
ard, in connection with a report of the
opening, i which His Honor the Lieu-
tenant-Governor is held up to contempt
and ridicule, the language and tenor of
the paragraphs quoted being of a char-
acter seldom heard of in Canadian jour-

t| diates any responsibility.
| McKechnie and Smith to meet me at a

tion would have been allowed: to pas
with silent contempt; but the matter hav-
ing been presented to public considera-
tion it was stated by the Attorney-Gen-
eral and the President of the Council that
proper proceedings would be taken fo
punish the offenders. 1t is ant_icipated
that the party or parties responsible will
be brought before the bar of the house,
although the process of dealing with
their case is not yet outlined. Quite

i i one: :
possibly the procedure adopted will call | O%C During the sitting of -the arbitration | sufficient backbone to bend him when the

on the special rule—in Nanaimo—we are necessity arose for this being done. He
informed: that Mr. James Dunsmuir, in | denied that Hon. Mr. Senylm .had been
connection with our city members, said ‘glmlty of any hreach of faith in accept-

into use for the first time the legislation
brought forward by the late Hon. Theo-
dore Davie for the vindication of mem-
bers of parliament and other public men,
in 1892—as a sequence of the memorable
case of the Kennedy Brothers of New
Westminster. That célebrated case in no
way resembled, however,” the present—
which is described as virtually one of
jese majeste—the first instance of direct
and positive insult to a rTepresentative
- of the crown in the history of British Co-
fumbia. The business of yesterday in
the house was restricted to the continu-
ance of the debate upon the speech, Hon.

Dr. McKechnie concluding his remarks, |

and Mr. A. E. McPhillips continuing the
discussion—speaking for three hours or
thereabouts, and then moving the ad-
journment of the debate.

PETITION.

Upon the opening of the house without
formality, prayery being dispensed with
for the first time during the session, the

_ petition of the Kitimaat-Caledonia Co.,
Ltd., for incorporation, was read and re-
ceived. )

DEBATING THE ADDRESS.

HON. DR. McKECHNIE, continuing
the debate upon My, Turner’s amendment
to the motion for a reply to His Honor’s
speech, said that before moving the ad-
journment of the debate on Monday he
had been engaged in criticizing the re-
marks of ‘the opposition leader, advanced
as justification for the amendment of-
fered. He did not intend to repeat the
arguments he had the advanced, nor
even to recapitulate. The leader of the
opposition had based his argument on
“certain grounds, and had ended with the
«conclusion .that the government had lost

B m o

1 ‘advanced  for
¥ ‘had been the adverse votes reco
during the first day of the session. On
- ordinary occasions an adverse vote was
significant and important. It meant that
either the’ government had lost votes
upon its .policy or principles in ordinary
cases. In the present particular case,
however, it meant nothing of the kind.
It meant only that under peculiar circum-
stances in no way touching the policy or
- principles of the government, the opposi-
tion had gained two votes by defections
on private grounds from the government
side, while the government was missing
the votes of two members who had not
yet arrived to take their seats in the
house. These changes or conditions had
not been brought about by any cha
of government principle or poﬁey, and
therefore failed to justify the conclusions
upon which the amendment had been
based. As for the position of the mem-
bers for Vancouver ¢ity (Mr. Martin) and
- for Esquimalt (Mr. Higgins), he denied
that either had as yet ustified his trans-
- fer of 'allegiance, or: endorsed or
‘sustained by his constituents in the
course pursued. - The two gentlemen re-
. ferred to at'all events must be in pos-
session of some abnormally developed
additional sense to detect the change in
feeling in their constituencies that would
justify the course they had seen fit to
_ pursue—it certainly not having been ap-
parent to anyone else. In order to pro-
perly determine the feelings of their con-
stituents, he advised that the two gentle-
men who had changed their allegiance
should test the electorate by the homest
and only conclusive expression of the
secret ballot. Referring to what he con-
sidered the bombastic challenge of the
~Jgnior member for Vancouver city, that
, either of three of the ministers or the
honorable member for South Nanaimo
should resign and contest his constitu-
ency with him, he held that the junior
member for Vancouver had a singularly
flattering opinion of his .own superlative
ability and of the feeling of the country
toward him. It certainly seemed strange
that he had not himself resigned and
appealed to the city of Vancouver at the
first opportunity, which, however, he had
not done. If he had taken this course
he would have learned by the secret bal-
Jot exactly the majority by which he
would have been feft  at home. He
claimed, too, that the honorable junior
member for Esquimalt had also failed ut-
terly to justify his presence in opposition.
honorable gentleman had frequently
expressed his high opinion of his own
worth and the value of his political ser-
vices to the country; and had intimated
that he had felt slighted when after he
had earned a superior position to that of
a private member, his position had not
been_ recognized. Of conrse he would
net intimate for a moment that the hon-
orable junior member for Esquimailt had
. quit the government side and placed him-
self: in direct antagonism to the party
he -had been elected to support because
ym had not been made for him dn the
met-—he would not suggest this be-
_cause the honorable junior member for
Ksquimalt had repeatedly eaid that he
did not want and would not accept a
portfolio, this after a comprehensive reit-
. ‘eration of his many qualifications for
such a position—yet in view of his ex-
planations not being in any way sufficient
to justity his change of fai politically,
it would be necessary to look Pelow the
surface for the real reasons actuating
his conduct since the last session of.the
house, The junior member for Esqui-
malt had leaped. to the conclusion that
certain members of the government had
heen making overtures to their opponents

One of

at a secrifice of principle.
It would have been an easy matter for
B etoroed o Juss 26 &
trul et he prefet p at a
cowdu:ion ‘and jump to the other side of

Thouse.
Passing next to Mr. Ji Martin’s
references to the Napaimo Herald and
his own connection therewith, the honor:
able junior member for Vancouver had :
repeatedly intimated to the house that|
the paper in question was owned by
himself (Hon. Dr. McKechnie) and the:

member for South Nanaimo, the house ‘condemnation of his action. He also

being persistently led to believe that its
policy and  editorial ntterances were

largely dictated or_ controlled by them. omissions of the government. Mr. Mar-

This he denied. It was_true that he
held stock in the publishfnﬁ company, &
public company, but he shad at ne time
sought to shape the Herald's eourse in
matters political. The Herald was not
a party.paper, but a:labor jonrnal alto-
gether. ¢ ‘He had  never suggested  or
dietated the Herald's editerial policy, .80
that the paragraphs in question could
not in fairness be attributed to him or
credited to him or the member for South
Nanaimo—they did aot represent that
gentleman’s: views nor yet his own: But
in conneetion with the matters com-
plained of in the extra of the Herald. to
which the junior member for Vancouver
had 'devoted so much attention—had
that honorable gentleman ' disproved’
them 2 He would read in this connec-
tion a telegram that honorable gentle-
man had sent to the editor of another
Nanaimo paper. It was:

“ McKechnie refuses to say if respon-
sible for extra of Herald. Smith repu-
Have asked

‘public meeting at Nanaimo. Extra of
Herald full of false statements.”

It was to the 'last sentence that he
wished to direct especial attention. The
extra of the Herald was described  as
«pull of false statements.” ~Was this
the ‘fact? 'The junior member for
Vancouver had certainly failed to prove
that the statements were false. He
had indeed only attacked two particular
paragraphs, of which the following was

straight labor candidate who had ever
offered himselt for the Dominion house.
J¢f Mr. Martin had stuck to his declared
principles he -would have assisted the
government even against his own b ‘
—he having stated on a certain memor-
able occasion at Rossland that his friends
were the working men, and that he had
nothing ‘to do with  the “white-shirted,

hoboes.” He declared with emphasis that

Mr. Martin when he broke from his party
should have gone back to his constituents
without delay for their-endorsement or

censured the junior member for Vancou-
ver upon his arraignment of the acts and

tinglhad charged ’chetgtglverlmx.le]nj:ti with
neglecting . to carry ou e legisla qng
last session, and had specifically aske

why the Torrens system of land. regis-
tration had not been carried into opera-
tions by proclamation. He held that, in-
asmuch as ‘Mr, Martin had remained

the close of the session, if anyone had
been guilty of shirking his duty in this
connection it was that gentleman him-
self. The same would apply to the junior
member for Vancouvers remarks with
reference to the Crow's Nest Pass land
grant, i

Passing nex: to Mr. Martin’s “brutal

honorable leader of the governient, he
thought that no man in British Columbia
could be said to have a cleaner or more
honorable record than the Hon. Chas. A.
Semlin. (Applause.) It was much to be
regretted that a stranger—and he sin-
cerely hoped a sojourner only in the
country—should have been guilty of so
gross an attack upon a gentleman who
Since 1862 had devoted his best talents
and his time to the interests of the prov-
ince. 'Mr. Martin’s attack upon the
Premier had been shameful and disgrace-
tul, but he noted on thing in connection
__the Premier had not at any time been
chalienged by the junior member for
Vancouver as not possessing sufﬂclpnt
backbone. Mr. Martin had usually claim-

for himself all the ability and political
firmness in British (Columbia, yet still

that Mr. Joseplr Martin came to his
office in Viectoria, and in the course of
conversation said that if Dunsmuir and
his party would stick together and help
him, he would stick to them, and to-
gether they would defeat the govern-
ment.” .

With respect to this particular para-
graph he would challenge the junior

member for Vancouver to deny to the.:cient strength’ to resist and defeat. At
house that it was truoe. ione time he himself

Here Hon. Dr. McKechnie paunsed for | junior member
a moment, and then -repeated his ques- | higher place in the government than that
{ioning challenge, resuming his seat to ! which for -a time he had occupied; yet

give the junior member for Vancouver
opportunity to reply. :

% Qertainly it is not true,” said Mr.
Martin, rising. “The statement in that
paper that I had joined the opposition is
not only untrue, it is what might very
woll be called in plain words, a lie. I
think T made sufficiently clear the posi-
tion I have assumed. I am not with
the opposition. I have accepted none
of their principles or their policy. The
only thing I have in common with them
is the desire to defeat the government.”
* Hon. Dr. McKechnie deplored the use
of so unparliamentary a term, and
again reading the paragraph in _the
extra of the Nanaimo Herald to which
he had referred, said that he had been
assured by the honorable member for
‘Comox that the statements therein con-
tained were substantially correet. There
had been no privacy about this mattep:]
The honorable member for Comox h‘?\
spoken in the presence of several gentl
men; and as he had yet to learn of any
action or word of that honorable gentle-

ive him of recogni-

conelu: ﬁgu\ : w'lgonoﬁbf gentlem: d
{ion as an honors - gentleman, an
rded | he believed that the member Tor Gomox

was far above the teiling of an untruth,
he would ask that honorable gentleman
if the statement he nmow made was not
correct * that Joseph Martin came to his
office in Viectoria, aad in the course of
‘conversation said that if Dunsmuir and
his party would stick together and help
him, he would stick to them, and to-
gether they would defeat the govern-
ment” ?

Mr. Dunsmuir—All I.can say is that
they  are . substantially true.

Mr. Martin elaimed.the indulgenee of
the house for a word of explanation.
He had said that nothing whatever in
the nature of a compaet or alliance had
been made between Mr. Dunsmuir and
himself for  political ' allegiance—no

. understanding had been brought about

that would suggest or entail his joining
the opposition. The one point upon
‘which  he - had promised his. assistance
and co-operation was in endeavoring to
bring about the downfall of the govern-
ment. It became his turn to apply to
the honorable memper for Comox  for
corroboration.. b 3

Mr. Dunsmuir intimated that Mr.
Martin  had  correctly described  the
l{mlted nature of his support to the oppo-
sition. :

Mr. Martin continued to explain that
he had found that the Minister of
Finance had approached certain mem-
bers of the opposition with a view to
arranging a coalition. He had ques-
tioned .the members of . the opposition
and had ascertained that this was cor-
rect, and at the same time he had been
assured that there was no possibility of
the Finance Minister being successful—
Mr. Dunsmuir and others of the mem-
bers of ‘the opposition declared that they
would ‘stand together and oppose the
"government, and he had said they would
find him with them in this endeavor.

“That's exactly what occurred,” cor-
roborated Mr. Dunsmuir. .

“And that is just what is stated in
“this: paper which the junior member for
Vancouver has characterized as a lie,”
observed Hon. Dr. MecKechnie.

! “It is not,” interjected Mr. Martin.
“All through that paper it is indicated
that I had renounced my principles and
joined the opposition. This I again
deny. ~All that the opposition and I
have in common is the desire and inten-
tion to defeat the government.”

Contmu'mg his address, Hon. Dr.
Mel?echmg said that Mr. Martin had, in
dealing with his own retirement from
the government, called upon all who
looked upon as sufficient the reasons
Bresbnted for asking his resignation to

stand qp." He had at the time recog-
nized this style of opposition as some-
what familiar, but he could not just at
the moment recall what it reminded him
of. He now remembered that it was
very like an experience he had had in
early youth, when he was a regular
ngt.end:mt at Sunday school, and &
visitor had ‘called upon all, the good
little children who wanted to go to
Heaven to stand up—

Mr. Eberts—And did you stand up ?

Mr. Helmcken—I notice ‘you're still
here. (Langhter).

“I might have been unable to get a re-
turn tieket,” observed the President of
the Council.

Continuing his address, Hon. Dr. Me-
Kechnie disputed the correctness of Mr.
Martin’s declaration that he had not gone
back upon his principles. He held that
in going to Winnipeg to help his brother
in the latter’s campaign, Mr. Martin had

used his ability directly against the first

Premier Semlin had been found with

ing the leadership of the party when
called npon to form a ministry. He had
for.years been the accepted leader of the
party, and there had been no interregnum
in his leadership. The only shadow of an
interruption had developed when certain
forces were brought to bear in the effort
to undermine him, which forces he was
i’glad to see Hon. Mr. Semlin had suffi-

had favored the
for Vancouver for a

he was very glad now that that ge_ntle—
man’s aspirations had not been re.ahzed.
He claimed that Mr. Martin had violated
all obligatiens of honor and his oath of
office. in his disclosures of cabinet and
caucus conferences; and he regrut_ted that
certain members of the ‘opposition had
seen fit to applaud when Mr. Martin
had thus violated il rules of honor and:
principle. Surely these gentlemen realiz-
ed that applause meant endorsement and
approval. He hoped for the eredit of the
opposition that in this case it had been
thoughtlessly bestowed, and that in fu-
ture the applauding members would be
truer to themselves. He claimed that
by his actions' in' this connection Mr,
Martin had put himself beyond the pale
of either party; and he thought that some
official cognizance of his conduct might
with propriety be taken in order that
Lthe hjeutenant-Goyernor in future mighty
remember and reéalize that it was use-
less tp Tepose copfidence in this man’s
obligation under i

. Martin hére interrupted with a re-
qu i information as to
wherein or where he had violated his
oath of office. It was very well to string
out a long lingo of general charges,
but if the President of the Council would
name one instance specifically he would
be found ready to answer it.

Hon. Dr. Mc¢Kechnie replied that he
still felt himself bound by his oath of
office, and therefore unable to enter into
particulars with the freedom which Mr.
Martin, had their positions been reversed,
might have been prepared to indulge in.
It was for this reason that he could not
specify his complaints—although every
member in the house was well aware of
what he referred to.

“I will aksure you I don’t know what
you're talking about,” said Mr. Martin.

Hon, Mr. McKechnie instanced, as one
example, Mr. Martin's reference to the
Crow’s Nest Pass railway, which he
might properly have introduced by a reso-
lution calling for a return of papers to
the house. .

Mr. Martin—I will know how. to deal
with ‘that later on. Is that the matter
you mean?

Hon. Dr. McKechnie replied that it
was one of several, and closed .with the
words of Whittief avhich he applied to
Mr. Martin:’

Of all,we loved and honored, naught
Save Power remains; g

A fallen angel’s pride of thought
Still strong in chains.

All else is gone; from those great eyes
The soul is fled;

When faith is lost, when honor dies,
The man is dead!

MR. McPHILLIPS followed the
President of the Council, concurring. in
the expressions of loyalty and devotion
to the Crown and Empire that had been
given by the house, but regretting that
those expressions, as embodied in the
offer of a company of British Coelumbia
mounted scouts for South Africa, should
have been made a matter of political ex-
pediency :and unnecessarily debated
when both sides of the house were ready
to give them unanimous and immediate
endorsation. He claimed that the true
policy of the government had not been
enunciated .in the speech, and had not
been  presented in.a manner that the
house and the country would demapd.
He opposed the proposed redistribution
limited to a portion of West Kootenay,
for the stated object of. giving a member
to the Boundary Creek district, and con-
tended that if changes in the representa-
tion of the province were deemed neces-
gary and desirable’ the redistribution
should be general and applied with equal
fairness to all portions of the province,

He challenged the justice and the con-
stitutionality of the alien exclusion law
as especially applied to the Atlin dis-
trict, and claimed that the people of
British Columbia and of Canada were
indisputably in favor of its repeal. The
faw was un-British. It was distinctly a
violation of the open-door policy that
the Empire was advocating the world
over, and in- support of which the blood
of Briton’s sons was being shed on
South African battlefields. His consti-
tuents in returning him to the house
after the bye-election in-which he had
been a candidate had emphasized by a
large majority their endorsation of his
stand upon this question, and public dis-
satisfaction with the measure had great-
ly inereased rather than diminished since
that date. = He afiirmed that the legisla-
tion in question was wrong in principle
and effect. It was unconstitutional as
he interpreted it, and he was not at all

attorney-géneral for seven months afterj

and vicious” attack upon the honored and | ;

i
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$ {'notice of the house—but it had not yet

the Dominion government, and Tightly | s
so. He quoted:from the cortespon}ien_ce
of the Dominipn Minister of Justice in
reference to the disallowance of certain
 other acts of the local legislature, te
show' that ‘the reasens:cited herein ; by
| Hon. Mr. Mills applied with e ual force,
if not greater force, to the al en exclu-
sion law, showing that Hon. Mr. Mills
considered = such legislation ;efernng
directly te immigration, a sut.uect that
by the provisions of the British North
America act may be dealt with solely
by the federal authority. = The alien act,
he declared, had kept many Americans |

would . have engaged in placer mimng.
to the advantage and develogment .ot
the province. Here the question of im-
migration was touched 1m_med1ately.
The 'act was thus wrong because it
trenched upon a subject in wh.xch the
provincial legislature had no right or
authority to interfere. Besndeg he re-
garded it as pernicious in principle, and
calculated to do—as it had done—great
injury to the internal interests of Brit-
ish Columbia. i

As for the eight-hour law as z_ipphed
to underground working in metalliferous
mines, he was- distinctly in favor of this
measure and its retention in operation.
He had made a close investigation into
all the conditions involved, and affirm
the legislation in question to be eminent-
ly right in principle. He hoped never
to be instrumental in bringing capital
and labor into antagonism, but he held
that this  legislation, if properly inter-
preted, would conserve the interests of
both.

Pouching next upon the offer of the
government to  contribute one million
dollars towards the laying of the Pacific
eable, he held that it could not but be
recognized that the Minister of Finance
had been pledging the credit of the
province -to give a million dollars from
the treasury of British Columbia with-
out providing for the ratification of the

titled to do—
Hon. Mr.
Wrong.

Cotton—You

took the floor, be able to ‘convince the
house to this effect, although it did not
appear at all clear to him how he could
do so. If the remarkable offer in ques-
tion had been wmccepted, or even looked
upon with favor, His Honor’'s message
would certainly have had to explain
that the credit of the province.had been
affected to the -extent of the million in
question. It appeared strange indeed

great fault with their predecessors for
leaving the eountry in  a practically
bankrupt eondition, should have had the

ing office to pledge tne credit to so large
an amount while- declaring it impossible
to continue works of mecessity for pro-
vincial development. = The reference in
the speech: to the Omineea district again
made applicable the ophions he had pre-
viously expressed with regard to.the
alien law. ILarge amounts of American
capital had been invested in the Omin-
eca, and if it was in the interest of the
province to pass legislation of this char-
acter, it was manifestly unwise as it
would necessarily prevent a large sum
o!fi' American meney from being placed
there, .

. As to ‘the Colambia & Western rail-
way, the government had .to live up to
its obligations, and there appeared to
him no good and sufficient reason why a
money grant should not be gsubstituted
in lieu of land. He had indeed suggest-
ed this course during the last session of
the house. - :

'Mr. McPhillips then took up Mr. J.
AL ‘Martin’s reference’to “no Island and
Mainland,” quite agreeing with - the
member for Rossland, that there should
be no_sectionalism—and no controversy
embodying the old complaint. It wonld
be noted, he was sorry. to see, however,
that sinee last session a most glaring
example of Sectionalism had been pre-
sented by ‘the government, in the can-
cellation of the voters’ lists of Victoria,
while those of Vancouver were un-
touched. This he' declared showed sec-
tionalism of the worst type. Five
hundred ' voters had been disfranchised
in Victoria, and the.entire proceeding
demonstrated. the determinatien of the
government to disfrinchise as many of
the veters of Victoria as pessible. Even
the leader of the opposition had. barely
managed te save his vote. A govern-
ment that resorted to actions of this
order certainly .did not deserve the con-|
fidenee of the people, and would be re-
jected by the people at their first oppor-
tunity of expressing themselyes. = .

In marked contrast were the expres-
sious of fervid patriotism that were be-
ing made by the government this year,

chising the soldiers and sailors resident
at Dsquimalt and honorably discharging
the duties of ecitizenship. Tt was to be
hoped that the government’ during the
recess had come to recognize the injus-
tice of their action and would be prepar-
ed bctoye the present session ended to
amend it. If not he would propose to
himself ‘introduce ' legislation restoring
the right of the franchise to those men’
who 'had’ been unjustly deprived of it,
and he hoped that the ministry of the
day would be constraived to admit that
the opposition had been right, and allow
the measure he would propose to become
law. Perhaps the ulterior motive that
appesred to have been had in view had
disappeared with the change in politics

the house would offer no objection now
to granting justice to the soldiers and
sailors.

With reference to the destruction of the
commission of the peace, the member for

strong terms the gratuitous insult herein
offered to’ gentleme? who had enjoyed
the honorable office in guestion for many,
many years, with credit to themselves

sure that it would not be disallowed by

and advantage to the country.

tanced particular cases in support of
his position, all going to show that there
could be no salvation for a government
that would defend or be guilty of so
ruthless an act.
“The’ gdvernment had ‘also’ been discred-

jted in the financial w
‘that it was: not Jdoath
obligations—had ‘indeed done so.
was in direct disregard for the opposi-
tion’s efforts last session, and the effect
lin England had been to throw discredit
upon the force and permanency of the
| legislation of British Columbia.
The robbing of the }?ueen’s Counsel
iti i otherwise | of their honors was the next item in

out of British Columbia who i r. McPhillips’ indictment, he resenting
in eloguent terms the insult thus ecast
upon honorable gentlemen who had well
won their honors in their chosen profes-
sion, and should have been duly recog-
nized. He asked if the intention of the
government was during the present ses-
sion to amend this legislation that was
so manifestly unfair and ill-advised; if
not he proposed as a private member to
introdnce legislation providing for the
recognition of men who had held high
positions in the profession, such as privy
councillors of the Dominion, of Domin-
jon' Queen‘s Council.
action that had been taken by the legis-
lation of last session in this regard as
ed |4 gratuitous insult to the profession—
another example of the fendency appar-
ent all through the legislation of this
discredit, blacken and
asperse the characters of those who duar-
ing long years of residence had eontri-
buted to the development and upbuilding
of British Columbia.
Attorney-General Henderson—Do you
object to any of the names on the ap-
pointment list?
Mr. McPhillips did not think the ques-
tion was fairly put.
consénsus of opinion among the mem-
bers of the bar that the ‘honors might
have been more worthily meted out, in
recognition of the question of general fit-
The silk had been conferred on.
hile many others had been passad
e better entitled to the
The matter should

government to

offer by parliament—as he was not en- ness.
some w.

are entirely . over. who wer
. coveted distinection.
Mr., McPhillips sincerely hoped that| not, in his view, have been a matter of
the Minister of Finance would, when he !legislation, but if it had been made so,
the selection of wearers of honors should
have been fair and above reproach—al-
though he still maintained that the award
of such honors should have been proper-§
ly left to the profession.
the government in the matter of liguor
license regulations 'was mext touched
upon, and thé government held to have
violated the best principles of respons-
ible government when it had failed to
that this government, having found so justify or defend the action of His Honor
in dismiesing the Turner government and
¢éalling upon Mr. Semlin to form a min-
istry. All the present difficulties of the
temerity only a few months after assum- government would have been avoided had
) the government chosen to pay attention
to rules and précedents.
He inquired why the Premier had not
seen fit to explain why Hon. Mr. Cotton
now occupied the two most important
ertfolios in the government; did the
remier deny that any other members of
his following had sufficient ability to be
trusted with a portfolio? And'if not why
had he not explained the reason for pass-
ing over their claims? 'The whole diffi-
culty appeared to be that the government
was so weak that it could not dare to
send a -man te the country, even with a
confident
that the representative of such a govern-
ment could not be returned.
The government now appeared to think
that they could 'gloss ovet ' their own
faults by gquarrelling ‘wi
ing the junjor member for Vancouver—
withont ; whom. . they would; never have
had an-existence’ as a ‘government, and
who last session had been a supreme law
~(_10m-1nating the house and government,
His supporters voted when he said vote,
and in every other réespect he' controlled
Yet what did it really mat.
ter what quarrel there was between Mr.
Martin and  the-government, if the poli-
tics of Mr. Martin and the government
were still idtigtical? The fact appeared
Mr. Martin was afraid to

trust a government that was absolutely
untrustworthy, and it. was dindeed no
wonder that the vonfidence of the people
had been removed.: They saw now that
the government was a mere relict of the
past government, with the dominating
force removed.
It ‘'was at this point that, after speak-
ing for upwards of three hours, the mem-
ber for Victeria city moved the adjourn-
debate at twenty minutes te

portfolio

the house,

to be that

ment of the
six. \

ernment and the

cumbrously dow!

temptation, feeling

orld by evidencing
e to repudiate: its
This

He regarded the

It was certainly

The errors of

(Applause.

th and condemn-

A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

and

Prior to the motion for adjournment,
Mr. Martin rose to a guestion of privi-
lege, bringing to the attemtion of the gov-
e honse a publieation of
tai:::l lsilmlg&ye Sta:gard of the llthﬂinst.,
rec no more particularly t
and their action last session in disfran-;the paragra[ﬁ'x which read: i

‘“‘After the weary waliing a coversd vehi-
cle drawn by two remaikavle specimens of
the equine architectwre came
through the mud. The Thing im gold lace
—Lord Aberdeen’s hideous legacy to a prov-
ince that sold him a 1anche at about sev-
enty-two times 'ts market value—:limbed
the overstrained
gprings of th: carringe levelied themselves
with the grueting squeak of comt-nr that
was well nigh heman
per “presemt arms,” which same wis im-
perfectly aekmowledged by the gold-laced
and bewhiskered menstronity; after which
the obese amd chiniag form ¢ ambered up
the steep stairway to the spor where it 18
supposed to perform w'th dign' y the daties
ATel of its office. The dutics were: soon. dome.
of the junior member for Esquimalt, and ; Another creaking anl sagginye of the oar-
riage; another salute from the long-suffer-
ing and rain-soaked persors i uniform, a
deplorable outburst of .m:sical energy by
the mud-bespatiered hand—wh:ch was pres-
1 s ently discovered to be meant as ‘God Save
Victoria < city “dealt next, eriticizing in|the Queen’—and then the ‘opening of the
honse was complete.””
He brought the attention of the Attor-
ney-General to this remarkable para-
graph, and had no doubt that the Attor-
He in. ney-General would take the proper ac

flonndering

The guard did a pro-

tion upon it. He doubted if ever hefore
thg Queen’s representative had been so
grievously insulted in the Dominion, (Ap-
plause.) :

Hon. Mr. Semlin said that the para-

| graph which had been read had been|

brought to_ his notice before, and it cer-
tainly was the most blackguardly article
of the kind that he had ever read. The
icle condemned  itself, and he had
boped that no attention would be paid to
it, as the owners or publishers were pos-
gibly  seeking advertisement and notori-
ety. . H_e had looked upon the article as
so villainous as to be best treated by be-
ing ignored altogether.

Mr. Martin expressed surprise at
lear'mug that the government intended
taking no dction in such a case, and an-
nounced that this being so he as a private
member proposed taking suitable action
later on to Tesent the insult offered to
Her Majesty’s representative.

Hon. Mr. Henderson corrected the jun-
ior wember for Vancouver. He was not
to” understand that the government had
decided to take no action in this matter;
what Hon. Mr. Semlin had meant was
that he had hoped that the matter would
have been allowed to pass without the
{ attention.  Possibly the
Premier expressed a personal view that
the matter in any event was beneath the

been disposed of by the government.
Mr.! Martin was glad to see the Attor-
ney-General dissent from the bad break
of the government leader, and would wait
a reasonable time for him to take the
necessary action in the premises.

Hon. Dr. McKechnie, too, pointed out
that now that the matter bad been made
public it could not be ignored, as per-
haps otherwise would have been the bet-
ter course. He also gave the assurance
that the proper action would be taken.

The house then adjourned, after Te-
ceiving an invitation through Mr. Speak-

er, to attend the meeting of the Farmers’
Institutes fin the evening.

THELOCAL NEWS.

Death’s Hand.—The death occurred at
the Old Men’s Home yesterday of J.F
L. Pemash. Deceased was 73 years of
age. He formerly conducted a second-
hand store on Johnson street.

e

Doctors’ Banquet.—The members of
the recently formed Victoria Medical
Society will hold a banquet at the
Driard hotel on Thursday evening next.
Invitations have been extended to a
number of the medical fraternity in
Vancouver.

| ——

Snow in White Pass.—According to a
statement made by Superintendent
Rogers of the White Pass & Yukon rail-
way, the snowfall during December at
the points named was: Glacier, 90%
inches; White Pass, 55; Fraser, 421;
Log Cabin, 74%.

R by i

Jordan River Victim.—Karl Jacob
West, who was drowned in the Jordan
river on Saturday, omly recently saved
a man from drowning very close to
where he himself lost his life, All ef-
forts to recover West's body have so far
failed, although his boat was found yes-
terday.

AL TNt

Grand Concert—There is to be a grand
concert in the public hall at Vesuvius
Bay, Salt Spring Island, on Thursday
evening in aid of the fund to complete
the publie telephone system on the
Island. Besides songs and recitations
there will be a gramophone exhibition by
| Mr. F. J. Bitancourt.

TR
Laid at Rest—The funeral of Douglas,
 third som of Mr. and Mrs. G. F. D
Simpson, took place from the family
residence, 85 Swuperior street, yesterday
' afternoon, the many beautiful floral
offerings testifying the love and esteem
| im which he was held. The pall-bearers
were Masters J. Jameson, C. Cameron,
W. Fraser, V. Ireland, J. Ede, D. Me-
Dowell, A. Spragge and J. Sparrow.

e e

Will Held a Banquet.—Members of
the Arectic Brotherhood, an order organ-
ized by the mainers and traders of the
Yukon valley, beld a meeting at the
Hotel Victoria yesterday and decided to
give a bamquet on Saturday evening.
There are known:to be about 30 mem-
bers in Victoria, and invitations will be
sent to Vancouver and the Sound cities,
g0 there will probably be twice that
number present. ' Mr. James Harvey is
seeretary of the ecommittee, and mem-
bers of the Bretherhood wishing to at-
zenlxz:i are requested to send their names
o him.

— e

Chinese  Refermer, —~Leong Ki Chew,
the chief lieutenant of Kang Yu-Wei,
the Chinese reformer who spent last
summer in ‘Vietoria, is expected here
shortly. Leong left the Orient on the
steamer Hongkong Maru for San Fran-
cisco, but fearing that he would not be
allowed to land at the Bay City, or that
his life .would be in danger there, left
the steamer at Honolulu. It is thought
that he will either make his way to this
Coast. on a sailing vessel or come t0
Victoria by the next Canadian-Aus-
tralian liner.

—_—

LABOR IN. THE SOUTH AFRICAN
MINES.

Black'labor is to be had in any quantity,
under proper conditions, and the best of 1t
is excellent in euality. The trouble is that
conditions have been so bad that none but
 the. lowest. element of the blacks ‘would
submit to workimg in the 'Transvaal, and
.even these hardly at all except under pres-
sure of absolute necessity. Abuse, extor-
tion, emforced labor on the farms without
pay, triekery, robbery of thelr accumulated
earnings by the Boers—these have not as-
| tracted the. megro to the South African
republie. .Neo doubt the regulation of poli-
tical ecomditions as between the two races
iz a difficult one, but the Boer of tne
Transvaal has not even approached it. Op-
pression of the blacks has rnined the labor
supply of the Witwatersrand, and not the
least henefit of the gnod, honest, and just
governnient will be the amelioration of
conditions in this respe::. A ‘hut tax,”
by which the negro is made to supply seme
share in the support of the government,
and in return for which he receives pro
tection of law, seems to be one of the most
successful methods of raising the staniing
and increasing the responsibility of the na-
tive.—Charles B. Going, interviewing Joba
Hays Hammond, in The Enginecrirg Maga-
zine for January.

—_——

WON'T TAKE BOER ACCOUNT.

New York, Jan. 15.—Geo. W. Van
Sieklin, who is at the head of the move-
ment in this city to raise money for the
widows and orphans of Boers killed in
battle, says in an interview to-day that
he visited some twenty banks and trust
companies in this city in an endeavor
to find an institution that would take
care of the fund and allow subscriptions
to be sent to'it direot. Notwithstanding
the fact that the president or cashiers
of the institutions visited were personal
friends of Mr. Van Sicklin, not one of
them' would take the account if the word
“Boer” or ‘“Transvaal”’ were named, and
the money so far deposited stands to Mr

Van Sicklin’s personal account. :
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New Sfeamers
To Run North

Syndicate Negotiating for Two
Fast Vessels for Pass-
enger Service.

Riojun Maru Arrives Early Yes-
terday Morning . From
Oriental Ports.

Mransportation faeilities between Vic-
toria and Northern ports will be just
about perfect during the coming season
if the plans which a wealthy syndicate
have in hand are completed. This syn-
dicaté, some of the members of which
are interested in the company which re-
cently purchased three river steamers
from the C.P.R. to run on the Yukon
between the terminus of the White Pass
railway and Dawson, are negotiating for
the purchase. of two passenger steamers
with a speed of dot less than eighteen
knots each. 'The plans of the company
are not yet far enough advanced to go
into details but it can be said that ne-
gotiations for the steamers have. about
been closed and that if evs;rythmg goes
along as at present they will be here to
secure a share of the spring travel. With
good boats on the Coast,” the railway
completed beyond White Horse and good:
boats on the river, travelling to Dawson
and even to Nome by the river route
will not be accompanied by many diffi-
cultics. One thing certain there will be
no want of good steamers on the Coast as
the C.P.R. are getting their vessels in
first .class shape.

sk A e L
"ORIENTAL LINER IN,

The Riojun Maru. Brings a Large Num-
ber of Steerage Passengers.

The Riojun Maru, of the Great North-
ern line, docked at the outer wharf at
10 o’clock last night. She arrived at the
quarantine station at 4:15 a.m, yester-
day, and after her passengers were dis-
infected and the vessel thoroughly fumi-
gated she was allowed to proceed. She
had a large cargo, 60 tons of which was
landed here, and carried 325 steerage
passengers, 211 Japanese debarking at
this port. Among the passengers were
a number of the crew of the American
steamer St. Paul, one of whom died at
sea on the afternoon of the 29th and
was buried at sea at 3:30 p.m. on the
30th. Mr. Thompson, of Seattle, presi-
dent of the Centennial Mill Company,
was the only first-class passenger. He
has been to the Orient on business for
the company he represents, and states
that the sanitary inspectors of Kobe are
doing all in their power to stamp out
the bubonic plague, which has infested
that city for some time.

——————

MARINE NOTES.

The Angerona of Liverpool which has
been discharging freight at the outer
wharf for the past two weeks, goes
around to Esquimalt to-day with supplies
for the navy. '

The schooner Sadie Turpel which
grounded on entering Ahousett harbor a
few days ago, according to a despatch
from Alberni, received injuries which

repairs. A tug will accordingly be sent
to tow the schooner to this port.
. A Yokohama despatch dated the 11th
inst says: “The C.P.R. steamship Em-
press of India  arrived here from Van-
couver this morning at 9 o'clock.

'The barge Skookum has been purchased
by Capt. L. 0. Waldo and W. C. Cobb.
'Sl_xe is being thoroughly overhauled and
w1_lI leave in the spring for the North
with a large cargo in tow of a new tug
boat now nearing completion at Moran’s
shipyard, Seattle,

The British ship Erroll, 38 days from
Honolulu, was lying at the gquarantine
station ng day yesterday undergoing the
fumigating process . which all vessels
from ports' infected with the bubonic
plague are required to undergo. She was
towed in by the Amerjcan tug Bowden
and will load at Hastings mills..

ABOVEALL
OTHERS.

(e’ Cery Gampoint

Is the World's Greatest
Medicine To-day.

Canada’s Best People Say It Is a
Marvellous Heal'hgiv ng
Prescription.

IT KEEPS PEOPLE STRONG
. AND WELL IN WINTER
TIME.

Paine’s Celery Compound is truly
nature’s remedy: 1t cures’ when all
other medicines fail.

Paine’s Celery Compound is prescribed
every day by our ablest Canadian physi-
cians. y

Our best druggists recommend Paine’s
Celery Compound to their patrons with-
out the slightest hesitation; they know
it pessesses life-saving virtues; they
have noted remarkable cures from its
use, and its immense sales prove its
popularity.

_OCanadian clergymen of ‘all denomina-
tions speak of Paine’s Celery Com-
pound ‘with enthusiasm and gladness,
and recommend it to their parishioners.

Paine’s Celery Compound purifies and
enriches the blood, regulates the nervous
system, promotes perfect digestion, gives
sound -and refreshing sleep, healthy ap-
petite, and that regular life which guar-

antees contentment and happiness .
The use of one bottle of Paine’s Cel-

ery Compound will convinee any sufferer

that it is a banisher of discase that has

no equal,

necessitate her being brought here for ,

b o
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Ministers Make
No Def

Would Carry the Address
Reason But by an
matic Vote.

Members of Oppositio
Several Points in C
tivuing the Debat

There ean be no doubting thg
the intelligent men and W(
filled the galleries at the legis
yesterday were very much dis
They had favored tume parliar
with their presence in the hoyg
pectation of hearing the questj
day intelligently debated—and
appointed. The members of {
tion were ready, and four
speeches were given in arraig
the so-called policy of the
opposite, but these gentlemen
Instead of giving answers to
and arguments adduced by t}
cal oppenents, they evidenced
to press threugh the reply to
by the force of their insignific
ity. Neot even Hon. »r. Cott
associates had asserted that
be found ready and capable
all the statements and concl
the opposition, manifested thg
intentien eof Tising on any of
occasions when the * questi
offered to the house, and had i
for the efforts of the oppositi
tinue the debate in the hope
explanations might be secured
government ‘that would be cal
satisfy the house and the co
consideration of His Honor
must have closed with none of
raised by the gentlemen
Speaker’s left answered or ref
it was the 'house and visito
usually wiiscellaneous gathe
much as the Victoria public w
oceasion largely reinforced b
turned Klondikers and memb
Frederick Warde company—I
four excellent and practical
froma Mr. McPhillips (Victoria

had adjourned the debate on

evening; Mr. A. "W, Smith (

looet); Mr. J. P. Booth (N

torim); and Mr. R. McBride (]

the latter gentleman having th

6 @'clock and moving the adjo
* % %

PETITION.

On the opening of the housd
prayers again being dispensed
petition was presented by M
Smrith from residents of Nan
trict, praying for the settleme
tain grievances relative to
within the BEsquimalt & Nans
way belt.  This question, it
plained, had for years been in
of the Dominion government]
however, sent out a commiss|
1897, and such officer reported
warded the above report to th
cial authorities, with the opinid
was a.grievance that must be
the provincial government. '
-therefore pressed this matter
provincial government, with
tion of having this question se
for :dll.

THE DEBATE CONTI

MR. McPHILLIYS, contin
debate upon the speech from tH
regratted that any member shq
given the advice to the house
legislation which had been {
by the federal authorities shou
mediately re-enacted. Such a
acted upon persistently, woul
tate revolution, and he regrg
the junior member for Vancoy

Hon., Mr, Cotton here rose
of ortler. He had noticed tha
reference had been made to
member for Vancounver, M
being meant, during the couy
present debate. Since the
elections 'in. Vancouver, he
Mr. Maepherson to be senio
second, Mr. Martin third, and
dall fourth member.  He did
to intefrupt the :member  fo
City iin his interesting ren
thought that no confusion
created by unintended refereng

Mr. McPhillips held that it
haps be well for Mr. Speake:
the matter of precedence 8
Vancouver members.  As it
scaredély knew how to term ]
Martin when referring to him

Col. Baker, with referen
poetical contribution to the
the President of the Council g
suggested that the member
might possibly be styled ©
angel.” (Laughter).

Centinuing, Mr. McPhillip:
the acts of the legislature
been ‘disaliowed by the fedey
ties had properly been disallo
ground of unconstitutionality

This Mr. Martin rose to d
Alien TLabor Act had been di
the spacial request of the Im
orities, and without refere
challenge of, its constitutiong

Mr. WcPhillips could not
as a true statement of the
held that the report of the
Justiee supported his conte
that Jearned gentieman
opinion tthat the législation
was uwMra vires, although. ti
of Imperial policy had als
conspicuons part in the d
He maintained with emphal

. would’have been both unwisg

jn principle to re-enact lawi
been passed upon by.the hig
ties; . and that instead
should emdeavor to devise 8
aetion in harmony with (nof
ing) Federal and Imperial f
poliey, to bring about the de|
‘A conferemce should be arj
the Dominien autherities, ay
lation might very well bé
when the province was pery
do, this being the proper, c{
and only course open to leg
preciating * their responsibil
included the firm maintens)
1espect for the law.

ith reference to the rail
objected strongly to that p
bholding provincial aid from
devised to open up and bene
ince which might subsequd
Dominion incorporation ang
Dominion financial aid; a
demned as absurd and suicig
ent policy of the governme
effect of which was to place
the way of provincial devel
was a policy by which Britig
while the residents of the p!
continually referring to the




