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ADVERTISING RATES.

REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING, a8 dis-
tinguished from everything of a transient char-
acter—that is to say, advertising' referring to
regular Mercantile and Manufacturing Busi-
ness, Government and Land Notices—published
at the following rates, per line, solid nonpareil,
the duration of publication to be specified at
the time of ordering advertisements:

More than one fortnight and not more than
one month, 60 cents.

More thanione week and not more than one
fortnight, 40 cects.

Not more than one week, 30 cents.

No advestisement under this classification in-
serted for less than $2.50, and accepted other
than for every-day iusertion. ¢

Thesatrical advartisements, 10 cents per line
each insertion.

Advertisements unaccompanied by specific
instructions inserted till ordered out.

Advertisements ciscontinued beforc expira-
tion of special period will be charged as if con-
tinved for full term.

Liberal aliowance on yearly and half-yearly

ntracts.
WWIEKLY ADVERTISEMENTs—Ten cents a line
solid nonpareil,, each insertion. No advertise-
ment inserted for less than $2.

TRANSIENT ADVERTISING—Per line solid non-
pareil: First insertion, 10 cents; each subse-

uent comsecuiive insertion, 5 cents. Adver-

sements not inserted every day, 10 cents gdr

e each insertion. Noadvertisement inser

r less than $1.50. ;

Births, Marriages and Deaths, $1.00; funeral
notices, 50 cents extra.

Where cuts are inserted they must be ALL
METAL—not mounted on wood.

“SOBER SECOND THOUGHT.”

There are many indications that the
¢ gober second thought’’ of the people
of the United States is having a salu-
tary effect. The press of the country is
not nearly so warlike in its tone as it
was some two or three weeks ago. Even
the jingoes are beginning to measure
the strength of the nation, to estimate
the probable cost of a war with Great
Britain, and to caleulate, coolly, itscer-
tain and its probable results. The San
Francisco Argonaut, which is by no
means remarkable for its moderation,
in its issue of the 27th says: '

Our willingness, not to say eagerness,
to engage in war with England is amaz-
ing when we contrast her navy with
our own. She has in her entire navy
316 vessels, while we have 81. Of these
two fleets, she has 158 modern ships of
war, carrying 1,238 guns, while we have
in commission 50 modern vessels, with
382 guns. Of course in this total she
includes her despatch boats, training
ships and the rest; but still England
has a navy of 316 vessels, while we on a
similiar footing have but 81. There are
at present more British ships
in what might be called Am-
erican-waters than there are ships in
the United States. The North Atlantic
British squadron, the South Atlantic
squadron (most of which is not far from
the West Indies and hence the Gulf
coast), the North Pacific British squad-
ron, the South Pacific British squadron
—all these ships are cruiging about
within easy reach of our coasts and
ready for business while Congress is
talking and the American pressis breath-
ing flame and slaughter.

The Argonaut is evidently amazed at
the foolhardiness of the citizens of the
United States who, while their country
is wholly unprepared for war, are ready
wantonly to provoke, almost beyond en-
durance, & nation which is in a position
to do fearful injury to their country im-
mediately with perfect impunity. It
continues:

It would be madness in us to plunge
into a conflict while we are at this disad-
vantage. Before risking war we should
have a navy at least distantly approach-
ing that of ‘Great Britain in number of
ships and efficiency, and that is not to
.be had without the expenditure of a
great deal of money and time. We have
the money, and if we retainipossession of
our wits we will take the time. . . . .
If, therefore, we wish to have as many
ships as England, putting the
estimate at 300 vessels, and if
we wanted all our mnew navy
to be modern ships of the
first class, the sum required would be
$750,000,000. This, of course, is a high
estimate. -Many of the vessels that
swell England’s total are torpedo boats
and other small craft costing mich less.
Suppose we cut the amount in two.
For $375,000,000 we would be equipped
to meet the British on the seas.

Then our neighbors are beginning to
inquire into the merits of the dispute
between Great Britain and Venezuela,
and they are finding out that there is
much more to be said on the British
gide than they had any idea of. One of
the strongest presentations of the British
case is from the pen of an American geo-
grapher.

Then again they are getting informa-
tion as to the character and habits of
the people for whose sake they have ex-
pressed their willingness to make such
great sacrifices, and as the trush dawns
upon them their rashness and their folly
appear in a very strong light. Here is
part of what Admiral Gherardi says
about President Cleveland’s proteges:

*¢ These South: Americans do not like
us. You cannot depend uper—their
word. They have no republics there,
as we use the term. They have no use
for us except to protect them.” Vene-
zuela wants a considerable quantity of
war supplies. From what people does
ghe propose to buy them? From the
Americans? Not at all. She takes the
money to Germany! * This,”” says the
Argonaut in disgust, *‘ caps the climax.

back up with her ships, her gunsand
the bodies of her citizens, this squalid
greaser country in its boundary disputes.
Venezuela handsomely accepts the offer
to protect her from Buropean aggres-
sion, and then proceeds to buy her war
material, not from us, but from Europe.”’
If our neighbors go on thinking and in-.
quiring a little longer, at this rate they
will come to a sound conclusion as to
wlo are, from a national point of view,
their true friends, and who would be
their staunchest as well as their most
powerful allies.

OUR CANNING INDUSTRY.

In a late number of the British Trade
Journhl thera is a very interesting and
well written article on Salmon Canning
in British Columbia, by Clive Phillips-
Wolley. The paper contains a good deal
of vaiuable information on this British
Columbia industry. Mr. Phillips-Wol-
ley is doing British Columbians good
gervice by making the British public
acquainted with the resources and the
industries oi their Province. Very little
is really known about British Columbia
in England, where it is of the utmost
importance that those who have money
to invest, and those who are thinking of
emigrating to one of the colonies, should
have within their reach reliableinforma-
tion in an attractive form. This is what
such articles as that of Mr. Phillips-
Wolley on our salmon canning industry
give them. They cannot fail to do
good. We hope to see more of them.

= IMPOTENT MALIGNITY.

The Grits show their fear OL_‘_S_ir
Charles Tupper by the violence of their
abuse and the malignity of their detrac-
tion. Every slander, no matter how old
it is and how often it has been exposed,
is repeated with additions and exaggera-
tions. Old nicknames, resuscitated for
the occasion, are freely used, and the
Secretary of State, who is more than a
match for the youngest and the most
\;igorous'of his opponents, is represented
as a man in the last stages of senile im-
becility. The Grit libellers and sland-
erers seem to labor under the delusion
that if they only abuse Sir Charles Tup-
per bitterly enough and vilify him viru-
lently enough he will in some mysteri-
ous way become what they represent
him to be. They seem to forget that
Grit revilers of all grades of ability have
poured all the vials of their wrath and
contumely on the head of Sir Charles
Tupper in vain. He still towers above
them and is still as able as ever he was
to wield the weapons of political warfare.
The frothy fools who think that they
have demolished the Conservative
veteran by pelting him with injurious
epithets will perhaps never find out that
to such missiles as they waste their
strength in throwing, Sir Charles Tup-
per has long ago proved himself to be

invulnerable.
—eetl e

OUTSPOKEN REPUDIATION.

Col. O’Brien, M.P., is not a very able
man or a very eloquent man, but though
often a mistaken he is always an honest
and an outspoken man. When in the
House of Commons he spoke, the other
day, about the Manitoba school ques-
tion, what he said was neither logical
nor constitutional, but he no doubt
blurted ou at many abler and more
politic oppongnts of the Government
thought, but kept to themselves. He
struck the right nail on the head and
was unconsciously ironical when he said
“ he did not want a commission to tell
him how to act when he was determined
not to act.” This is the most effective
criticism on the demand of the Grits for
a commission that could be uttered.
The great majority of them are deter-
mined not to act in the way of remedying
the grievance of the Manitoba minority,
but to hide their determination and to
keep up an appearance ‘of fairness they
demand a commisgion in order that they
may not be called upon to act.

He no doubt expressed what was on
the minds of a large proportion of those
who oppose the Government on the
school question when he said: ‘‘ He had
heard a great deal about the rights of
minorities, but they had no rights ex-
cept those that they enjoyed in common
with their fellow subjects. It was this
theory about the rights of minorities
that got them into so much trouble.”

This was cutting the gordian knot
with a vengeance. The constitution
does not stand in Col. O’Brien’s way nor
in the way of very many others who
have made up their minds to set at
naught its provisions which secure to
denominational minorities their rights
and privileges with respect to education.
According to them minorities were made
to be kicked about and jumped upon, or
at the very best to be ignored. They
have no rights that are to be respected.
The difference between these opponents
of the Government and the in-
dignant Colonel is that he is bold
enough to give utterance to his
outrageous views and they are too
cowardly to say what they think and to
give expression to the principle on which
they act.: They, instead of pluckily de-
claring that they are determined to act
the part of covenant breakers and ty-
rants, hypocriticaily declare theu inten-
tion to stand up for provincial rights,
and hysterically protest against ‘‘ coer-
cion.” Of the two Col. O’Brien, who
openly proclaims his contempt for the
Constitution and his determination to
violate its terms, is more respectable

The United States generously offers to]

than the man who are bound to do as he

does while they gushingly insist upon
the duty of Canadians rigidly to observe
the terms of the federal compact.

CANADIAN FAILURES.

In an article on the The Failures of
1895, the Canadian Trade Review,shows
that the percentages of assets to liabili-
ties in the several provinces of the Do-
minion were: Ontario, 73.10; Quebec,
71.50: Nova Scotia, 48.50; New Bruns-
wick, 61.80; British Columbia, 99.00;
Manitoba, 93.60; Prince Edward Island,
53.50.

The Trade Review then proceeds to
say: These percentages represent the
amounts available for paying the credi-
tors. At the head of the- list stands
British Columbia, whose insolvents had
assets equal to the payment of 99 cents
on the dollar, which suggests many hav-
ing gone into insolvency under slight
provocation. Nova Scotia stands at the
foot of the list the, inselvents in that
province having only enough assets to
pay 48% cents on the dollar, which con-
veys the reverse impression to those of
British Columbia, as it seems to show
that traders there can go on doing busi-
ness until over one half of their liabili-
ties are unrepresented by assets.

The number of failures in this Pro-
vince in proportion to the population
seems very large. The number of
failures in British Columbia was 66; in
Manitoba, with a population consider-
ably larger, the number was 53, and in
Prince Edward Island, with a popula-
tion about equal to thatof this Province,
there were last year only 9 failures, and
the gross amount of the liabilities was
trifling, being only $40,500.

It is certainly a matter of congratula=
tion that assets and liabilities here so
nearly balanced each other, but the
large proportionate number of failures
shows that sufficient prudence has not
been exercised by many of those who go
into business.. We should say, if the
figures are correct, and we presume they
are, there were last year quite a number
of unnecessary failures in this Province.
The average of assets in pro-
portion to liabilities is so high that the
assets of many who failed must have
exceeded their liabilities, and when a
man in business has property enough to
pay one hundred cents in the dollar and
more, he can hardly be called a bank-
rupt.

TOO TRUE.

There are a good many persons in
Western countries who, when they read
the details of the horrible outrages com-
mitted by the Turks on the Armenians,
smile incredulously and say that the
Armenians are boundless hars who in-
vent horrible stories for the purpose of
exciting the sympathies of the Christ-
ians of other countries. The Sultan,
they say, is known to be not onmly
humane, but kind-hearted,and he would
never permit the officials of his
Government and the soldiers of his
army to act in the abominable
way in which his servants, civil and
military, are described to have acted in
Anatolia and elsewhere in his domin-
ions.

People at first had some excuse for
taking this view of the alleged Armen-
ian outrages and for talking in this way,
but the evidence of the cruelties prac-
tised on the Armenians by the Turks
and Kurds, and the fearful oppression
that these unfortunate people are com-
pelled to endure is too strong and comes
from sources that are too many and too
reliable to admit of a doubt being reason-
ably entertained on the subject any
longer. Here is what the New York
Times, a well-informed paper conducted
by men of high intelligence, says about
the truth of the accountsthatcome to us
from Armenia:

It is increasingly evident that the tel-
egraphed statements are far within the
truth ; that in reality to exaggerate the
situation or even to state it as it is
would tax Western credulity to the ut-
most. It seems impossible that, in this
nineteenth century, under the very eyes
.of Europe, such things can be done as
are occurring every day in Eastern Tur-
key, and perhaps that very fact makes
some doubt. et there is the best of
proof that every statement, and more,
is true. It is simple fdct that the Sul-
tan has staked his all in an effort to con-
yince Europe that the talk about reforms
is nonsense, that there is no such need
among the Armenians, and to that end
has endorsed, if he has not initi-
ated, a course designed to prac-
tically wipe out the race. To kill
two miilions of people in cold blood
would tax even Turkish and Kurdish
arms. But to kill breadwinners by the
thousand and then leave other thousands
dependent upon them to die of starva-
tion and cold is easy.

But it is not only the Armenians that
are suffering. As noble a band of men
and women as ever honored the bitterest
crisis in American history are standing
in the breach in the various cities of
Asiatic Turkey. They know the truth,
and for fear lest they shall tell the truth
and expose the evil that they see all
about them the Turkish government is
doing its best to get rid of them. It has
demanded their withdrawal, and when
they refused to come and leave the small
remnant of Christians who looked to
them to their fate, it seeks by every
means to discredit them and to convince
this government that it cannot protect
them. It can protect them, and it will,
if it feels that 1t must.

S

ToroNTO, Jan, 29.—Pary de Bouillon,
a French artist, charged with felonious-
ly wounding Miss Eleanor McGill on
December 30, he having knocked her
senseless with an axe handle, has been
found guilty and sentenced to five
months’ imprisonment. Jealousy was
the cause of the act.

The U. S. Gov’t Reports
show Royal Baking Powder

superior to all others.

PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT.

To teE EDITOR:—] am not, as you
know, in the secrets of the government,
and have no object in writing to you ex-
cept to promote the general interests of
the province. I have been a careful
observer of those events which bear
directly upon the development of Britieh
Columbia, and am able to consider them
with the light which a somewhat careful
study of the resources of the province
and its relations to the remainder of
Canada and the Empire at large gives
me. Regarding the situation from this
standpoint, it has seemed to me for some
time past that the province has reached
a turning point in its history and that
much depends upon the action of the
present session of parliament as to the
direction in which -its -course shall lie.
Recent events can be turned to great ad-
vantage if the people of the province, as
represented by the legislature, show that
they themselves possesg that degree of
confidence in the future of British Col-
umbia which they desire British and
Canadian  capitalists to  exhibit.
If the province shows the cour-
age of its opportunity it may
look forward with certainty to an era of
prosperity and development which will
be revolutionary in its effects. With
communities as with individualsthere is
a tide which if taken at the flood leads
on to fortune. The tide is setting to-
wards this province. Shall we ‘ take
the current as it serves or lose our ven-
tures.” I believe the people must make
just such a choice, for it is hardly possi-
ble for some of them, at :least, to keep
on hoping against hope an‘&gv, truggling
against adverse conditions. "%

British Columbia is an empisy in it-
gelf. Its resources are incalculable, Its
position in relation to the Britigh Em-
pire as a whole is commanding. It is
the threshold over which the Occident
can best reach the Orient. With its vast
natural wealth, the raw material of an
epormous commerce, with the prestige
which British connection gives, with its
great gold mines;~which yet will equal
if they do not surpass any in the world
in relative, if not actual productiveness,
with  its coast waters teeming
with the finest of fish, and
with agricultural capabilities that
are known to be enormous, all that
British Columbia needs is people and
capital to give it an impetus which will
put it in the front rank of British pos-
gessions. The great aim of the present
session of the legislature ought to be to
devise some plan whereby these two
elements of prosperity can be attracted
within our borders. :

The province needs more people. How
ghall it obtain them? Manifestly by
demonstrating that there is room and
work for a large number of settlers.
Room for settlers does not mean simply
space. It does not simply mean tillable
area. It means accessible tillable area.
The province must be opened by rail-
ways and highways. The construction
of these railways and highways will
afford employment to settlers and so the
two great objects will be reached by one
stroke of policy. If provincial aid is
needed, as it unquestionably is, to en-
sure railway construction, the railways
will bring people in who will
more than pay the extrma charges
upon the revenue necessita-
ted thereby. Judicious  railway
subsidies are in the nature 6f an invest-
ment, which pay all they eost. Those of
us who recall the objections to the eon-
struction of the Canadian Pacific #ail-
way will know that it was foretold that
it would bankrupt the Dominion. Those
of us who lived in the Eastern provinces
know the outcry that was made over the
terms upon which this province was ad-
mitted to the confederation. But I do
not believe that there is a man in the
whole of Canada who wili not say that
the policy which led to the construction
of that great road was a wise one, and
that, notwithstanding its enormous cost,
the road has been a paying investment
to the Dominion in a wide sense. Igrant
that the extravagant expectations of the
original advocates of that undertaking
have not been realized, but the gain to

localities has been immeasurable. A
railway system that will open to colon-
ization those parts of this province
now isolated by reason of the
lack of facilities of communica-
tion would be a highly profitable
investment for the province, as such,
and for the property owners and busi-
ness men now residing within it.
The increase of population that
would be certain to follow would give all
the revenue needed to meet such charges
as would have to be incurred.

The next census will be taken in 1901,
that is to say, in five years from now.
Upon the result of that census the per
capita revenue of the province paid out
of the Dominion exchequer for the ten
years thence next ensuing will depend.
Tt is therefore 1mportant, if anything is
to be done in the way of attracting im-
migration ®to the province in time to
make a strong showing in the next cen-
sus, that no time should be lost. The
present session of the legislature ought
not to be allowed to close without the
adoption of some definite policy of rail-
way extension, with which thepe ought
to be coupled the most aggressive colon-
ization policy that the province has ever
witnessed.

The news which has gone abroad dur-
ing the last twelvemonth ‘ag to the rich-
ness of the gold deposits will prove a

owerful stimulus to immigration, but
1t will be chiefly of miners and laborers.
These people will come here, go out in-
to the mining regions and give very lit-
tle attention to the development of the
other resources of the province. They
will have to be fed. and, unless we get
more farmers, a very large part of what
they eat will have to be imported. Now,
it is well known that gold is not mined
without large outlay. -It is not true, as
some say, that it costs a dollar on an
average to get a dollar’s worth of gold,
but the cost is a large proportion of the
value. The province ought to be able to
produce nearly everything the miners
need. It does notdo so now. If thereis
what we all look for, a large influx of
miners next year, it is unfortunately only
too true that a very large proportion of
the money they bring into the country
will have to be sent out again imme-
diatelv  for ‘food and other ne-
cessities that could be readily
produced here if the resources
of the province were roperly
developed. It will be a great tging, no
doubt, to have a mining boom, but it
will be a fgr greater thing to have with
a mining boom an era of railway con-
struction whereby settlers would be
brought into the province to take up its
fertile soil and raise those articles which

will otherwise have to be imported.

the whole Dominion has been enormous ;
and the advantage to certain special

Moreover nothing like the full develop-
ment of the mineral resources of British
Columbia is possible without a great ex-
tension of our railway system.

The best authorities think that Brit-
ish Columbia has as much golden wealth
awaiting exploitation as South Africa
or West Australia. No one can pretend
to place any limit upon the richness of
the vast auriferous area lying between
the great mountain ranges. %Ve know
that it begins at the international
boundary and extends almost without a
break to the valley of the Yukon. All
over this vast area, which is equal in
extent to the British Isles, gold
is distributed. It is known that
some very rich deposits exist,
and it is certain that the number
where profitable operations may be car-
ried on almost indefinitely is very great.
We have lately had great reason to ex-
pect that much will come from the de-
velopment of gold mines on Vancouver
island. Looking the whole field over, I
greatly question whether anywhere in
the world there are to be found as many
promising indications for gold mining as
in this province. At present it seems
by no means improbable that it may be-
come an industry prosecuted at different
peoints not far removed from each other,
over an area of more than two hundred
thousand square miles—a region of great
mines, owned and operated by large
combinations of capital, interspersed by
smaller mines. placer and quartz, owned
and operated by individuals.

In view of the several considerations
briefly touched on above, it seems to
me that the government of the province
has a singularly attractive opportunity
presented to it. This is a Brit-
ish  province. No  questions of
Boer administration affect it.
It is, unlike Western Australia,
a land of fertile soil and sweet and
abundant water. It can offer to the
people of the world ali the blessings of
rich soil, healthy climate, vast mineral
and forest wealth, matchless advantages
in point of geographical location in view
of the coming development of the Ori-
ent; and last, but not least, the priceless
boon of British government, under
which life and property are more secure
than anywhere else in the world.

To set the province on its onward
march requires an effort. It involves
gome little risk, for there is always a
chance that results may not be reached
as quickly as they are expected; but I
can conceive of nothing that, humanly
speaking, is more certain than that a
bold, aggressive policy of provincial de-
velopment begun now will bring forth
such fruits that when the next aecen-
nial census is taken we will amaze the
world with the exhibition of our pro-
gress and prove the wisdom of any
reasonable policy that may now be
adopted. ONLOOKER.

GAME LAW AMENDMENTS.

To TeE EprTor :—Thanking you for
your past kindness, I again request that
you will allot me a small space in your
valuable paper to answer the letter over
the signature ¢‘ Farmer.”’ I do not mean
the ‘“ Farmer’’ who wrote in the Times
recently, whose words arein exact keep-
ing with his name, and whose lefter ex-
presses the sentiments of 95 per cent. of
the farmers of the islands, but that
farmer whose letter appeared in the
Coronist of ;the 21t inst. I thinkthat
this individual should have chosen any
name rather than ‘‘ Farmer,” for his
words are assuredly not those of a man
who had witnessed the destruction of
his crops by the deer and pheasants.

In assuming the office of *‘Inter-
preter ” for the V.I.F.&G.P.A. this
gentleman is performing a much-needed
duty, for if the words of the men that
compose this association have a meap-
ing so different from what they seem T
imply, it must be that they speak in
riddles that it is impossible for ordinary
mortals to understand; for instance,
the associatiéon recommended that
“ police be appointed in every district,
and that they be vested with authority
to search persons suspected of illegally
killing game, whether they be on private
or public property.”’

Now, everyone knows that no search
warrant is needed to search a person
thus suspected on public property. So
when it is recommended that search can
be made on private property as well as

ublic, I contend that the mean-
ing is that a search warrant will not be
needed on private any more than pub-
lic property.

“ A Farmer’ esays that in former
years much hunting was done on his
property, and that a constable had put
a stop to it.- I wish to know what is the
use of the trespass law if a constable is
to be paid a large salary to prevent tres-
passing.

The * Interpreter > says that the as-
sociation in advising a gun license fee
desired especially to put a stop to boys
handling gune and to prevent roughs
and hoodlums swarming on private pro-
perty. The absurdity of this is quite
apparent. There is a law existing to
prevent boys handling guns,and if there
was not, this would be a most childish
way to go about stopping it, for the boy
that could afford a gun could afford the
fee. And regarding -the roughs and
hoodlums, how this would stop them from
swarming on private property I cannot
see, for the veritable rough is oftimes
worth many thousands of dollars and
well able to purchase a license. Besides
¢ Farmer’’ has told us that the police
put a stop to trespassing on his property.

‘““Farmer”’ says that for some time
past the idea has been in the minds of
some of the association to frame amend-
ments that would be of advantage to the
farmer, but there were certain difficul-
ties in the way. I think the difficultyis
that these generous-minded men must
be in the minority.

‘“ Farmer '’ also says that the associa-
tion is anxious to be on the closest pos-
sible terms with the farmers. With
due reepect to the gentleman, I wish to
say that I have oftenn seen leeches that
were enjoying the closest possible friend-
ship with cows, but I have yet to hear
of the intimacy causing much fat to ac-
cumulate on the cows.

The fact that the game laws of British
Columbia need some changes cannot be

denied. The reason that mistakes are
made in the game laws, I think is due
to the fact that they legislators use their
time and talent in the consideration of
what they think weightier mat-
ters and_ allow themselves to be
guided by clubs and associations
that claim to know everything about
game. One law that is quite absurd is
the one regarding farmers Kkilling deer.
It generously says that farmers will be
allowed to kill deer, in their cultivated
fields. Then it says that no game can

be killed during the hours from sunset
till sunrise,

Everyone, that knows anything about
deer, knows that they do not enter ficlds
until after sunset and leave again before
sunrise. Sothe deer can come ina man’s
orchard or garden at night and do any-
thing that the wished, and the man
would not be allowed by the law to kill
them or drive them out with dogs; then,
before morning the deer could go out-
side and lie down in the fence corner
and the farmer dare not touch them
there.

Then the harmless grouse need more
protection than they have. Instead of
changing the law so that they could be
killed on the first day of August, they
should not be killed, for sale, at all for
at least two years, for they are fast be-
coming extinet. I am quite sure that
the Solons across the bridge will do
everything in their power to do away
with the wrongs that the farmer has to
undergo, when they have full knowl-
edge of those wrongs. When the report
of the actions of the V.I. F. and G.
P. A. were read by the farmers of
Salt Spring island, there went up
a murmur of disapproval, which has
increased ever since until it has
become nearly a shout of indignation,
and men plainly say that if the law is
made any more stringent they will be
forced, in self-protection, to poison the
pheasants just as they do the jay-birds
or crows, for they are far more destruc-
tive. It is greatly against the will of
the farmers to adopt this extreme meas-
ure, but they say that they consider it
better to raise a crop for the mainten-
ance of their families and then go to
jail than to allow the deer and birds to
destroy their crop, and they and their
families suffer.

_Hoping that ““ Farmer "’ will not con-
sider this a tirade, I will leave the pub-
lic to decide which is the most distorted,
my views of the situation or “ Farmer’s”
twisting of the resolutions of the Van-
couver Fish and Game Protection Asso-
ciation. E. L. Harrisox.

JAMESON’S RIDE.
(BY ALFRED AUSTIN, POET LAUREATE.)

L

“ ¢ Wrong! Isit wrong? Well may be;
But I'm going, boys, all the same.
Do they think me a Burgher’s baby,
To be scared by a scolding name ?
They may argue, and prate, and order;
Go, tell them to save their breath;
Then, over the Transvaal border,
And gallop for life or death!

II.

“ ¢ Let lawyers and statesmen addle
Their pates over points of law;

If sound be our sword and saddle,
And gun-gear, who cares one straw ?

‘When men of our own blood pray us
To ride to their kinsfolk’s aid,

Not Heaven itself shall stay us
From the rescue they call a raid.

III.

¢ ¢ There are girls in the gold-reef city,
There are mothers and children too!
And they cry, ‘ Hurry up! for pity!’
So what can a brave man do?
If even we win, they’ll blame us;
If we fail, they will howl and hiss,
But there’s many a man lives famous
For daring a wrong like this!’

Iv.

‘“ 8o we forded and galloped forward,
As hard as our beasts could pelt,

First eastward, and trending norward,
Right over the rolling veldt;

Till we came to the Burghers lying
In a hollow with hills behind,

And their bullets came hissing, flying.
Like hail on an Arctic wind!

V.

“ Right sweet is the marksman’s rattle,
And sweeter the cannon’s roar,

But ’tis bitterly bad to battle,
Beleaguered, and one to four,

I can tell you, it wasn’t a trifle
To swarm over Krugersdorp glen,

As they plied us with round and rifie,
And ploughed us, again—and again.

VI.

¢ Then we made for the gold-reef city,
Retreating, but not in rout. .

They had called to us ‘ Quick! for pity!’
And he said, ‘ They will sally out.

They yvi?l)l hear us and come. Whodoubts

But how if they don’t, what then ?
¢ Well, worry no more about it,
But fight to the death, like men.’

VII.

“ Not a soul had or supped or slumbered
Since the Borderland stream was cleft;

But we fought, ever more outnumbered,
Till we had not a cartridge left.

We're not very soft or tender,
Or given to weep for woe,

But it breaks one to have to render
One’s sword to the strongest foe.

VIII.

¢ 1 suplpose we were wrong, were madmen,
Still I think at the Judgment Day,

When God sifts the good trom the bad

men,

There’ll be something more to say.

‘We were wrong, but we aren’t half sorry,
And, as one of the baffled band,

I would rather have had that foray
Than the crushings of all the Rand.”

MORE TRANSVAAL TROUBLES.

PrETORIA, Jan. 29.—A proclamation
has been gazetted to the effect that the
government believes that the threatened
closing of the mines is due to an inten-
tion to recommence the disturbances,

and warning all that the government in-
tends to vigorously protect the peaceful
development of mining and to inflict the
severest penalty of the law upon all who
attempt to interrupt it.

Awardea
Highest Honors—World’s Fair.
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