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PAGE THREE

IN THE ALBERTA

ISLATURE

Wednesday’s Session.
o whe cdceupied -the visitors’
ry at ‘the legislature-on Wednes-
aiternoon and evéning saw what
s 8o far been the busiest day of the
session. Hon. Mr. Cushing, minister
of public works; made a most import-
int announcement regarding the pro-
vinei telephone system. The pre-
mier in moving the second reading
of the bill respeeting the- Legislative
Assembly of Alberta dwelt particularly
on the redistribution of constituen-
cies, giving two miembers for both Ed-
) 1 and Calgary: ‘and on the ad-
ity f hiiving the term oi- oi-
xtepnded to five, years. Mr. Rob-
tsin ‘tbok exception to' $hiese: feat-
ures of the bill.. Hag thought that the
ties should be made inte two con-
stituencies so that a voter could not
> se his franehise more than once.
stated that the trend of the
s toward democracy and con-
a four-year term was long

Rosenroll, member for Wetas-

made a facetious reply, in

he gave ‘the opposition leader

in smiling, although sorely

mfited. The amendments to the

ILdmonton eharter were read in de-

tail and led to a discussion on

“plumping” in municipal affairs. The

House adiourned at six o’clock and

resumed -the sitting in the ewcning

to discuss several bills in the com
miitee of the whole

A committee oi the compos-
ed of Messrs. Cross, McKenzie, Walk-
er, Robertson and Hiebert was form-

to finally draft the red ibution
Premier Rutherford, in moving
second reading dwelt on the most
important clauses which had already
been made public.
In Twec Constituencies.

The leader of the opposition rose to
ask questions regarding the bill. He
wizhed to know why Edmonton and
€Calgary were not to be divided into
two constituencies, when the bill
would come into opepation and whe:
ther it would enable two votes to be
given for one man. Regarding the
fivy vear term Mr. Robertson eaid)
that the period was too long. The
irift of the tide was towaras dem-
ocracy and the rule of the people. The
government should be the servants oi

and an oppartunity should
a change bi government
every four years. ;

Mr. Robdertzon also objected to =2
clause in the bi
member of slature to be a

didate fo Federal house and
yvet retain s-seat in the legislature
provided “he was not elected to thy
F ral house. The reasonableness
of the rule, in opposition'to Mr. Reb-
ertson’s vie was very plausibly put
by Mr. Rosenroll, who sdw no objec-
tion to it whatever,

In answer to Mr." Robertson the|
premier stated that it would:be un-
wise to divide the. cities pf Calgary
and E into east and west 'at

> present_time as no one could gauge

&t #htvincrease in pepulation ‘would
be~m_therifit-five -years. There was

1 - two members e

which allowed a

| wiiting.

pie precedence
i1 1+ _constituency in
nces - and ritish

Nova Scotia the prineiple |

to counties as well. The|

ply io the other guestion was that

1t wonld niot, be possible to give two

vahis, for oneicandidfdie and that ihe
bill svould come into effeet as¥soon :

i 18sed the ‘legistature.

Mr. Rosenrgl Facetious:

Mr. Resenroll, in an inimitabl
ch, said that the country constits
cies were éntitled” to larger reptes

on than the cities. He thought’
“dmonton, being the capital, was

t entitled to two members, in iact, }
1 to be satisfied without repre-

itation. It got tog much pull oth-

Mr. Rosenroll thaought that

ar term was not too long for

rnment to carry out any rea-

le policy. For the benefit of:

ider of the opposition, he spoke

tlattering terms of the treatment

had been’ accorded the House “by

press and especially the Conserva-
press of the provinee.

‘ou evidently don’t redd the pap=

I Mr.  Rebertson, amid
rughter.

Iy> no plumping of votes

candidates in municipal

ut that the requisite nuni-|{

candidates must be voted for

feature of the amendments to

Edmonton city chrter, which bill

in the commitfee stage of the

uses are as foilows:—
tion of school taxps is to
to the ecity limits taking
'y added seetions.
land and business
city are to have a

assessment is to be fixed for
- X ycars so that a business man may
n‘l")n\ what his requirements are.

’f ower is to be given the assessor to
2dd omitted names to the tax roll.

* minimum tax is to be 25 cents.

ywer is to be given to extend the
sireet rallway system under the Ra.
dial Railway Aect.

Power is to be given to issue deben-
tures for 1,000 miles of railway and
the borrowing power for this purpbseé
1s Mot to interfere with the general
borrowing power of thé city.

Mr. Resenroll considered the clause
preventing plumping,” an “innovation
which would work well'where the ward
syatem was in operation, but might bz
# hardship’ otherwise.

E. H. Riley, member for Gleichen,
cited the exparience ‘of - Calgary to
thow the indesirability of voting for
candidates by the .ticket. system. He
considered there was justification for
plumping in some cases where this
was the only means® for the munizi-
pa«ty to elect the man that was most
desirable.

The Cardston Club.

The Cardston €lub came up for far-
her discussion. J. W, Woolf, member

Cardston, explained that the hill
was the same as otners that had ‘been
before the House,

John T. Moore—Is it the intention
to dispense liquor in the club?

Mr. Woolfi—There is nothing stated
in the bill. .That would be left to the
individuel membsrs to decide, afid all
rules of conduct would be siibject to
the attorney generai, =5

Mr. Robertsdn~Any verbal pmmwg

regarding the sale of liquor is'a sham.
I‘ refer to'the president of the Camrose
Club promising that liqguor woulds#iot
be dispensed at the club: *

Mr. Wooll—-There  are no promises
made of any kind. The bill was xefer-
red to the ‘édemmittee on miseellaneous
and private bills.

Is the nredical profession of: the

province -of ~Alberta a- close  corpora-
tion?
*“Thig discussion developed over the
consideration of the bili:to legalize the
certificate of Dr. Steele as a medical
practitioner im Alberta.

The Premier - wdrned the House
against passing bils to legalize the
starding of medical men to whom the
medical council: might’ have refused a
certificate.

Mer. - Rosenroll, in effect,- said’ that
there might be a tendency on the part
of the mediecal profession to form a
closg corporation to  exclude certain
practitioners who might be fully com-
petent,

he Premier was of the opinion that
the medical council should know fully
as well as the members of the-legisla-
ture who were quaified to praeticé in
the province.

Mr. Moore dwelt on the necessity of
a" high wmedical standard, and held
that regard should be given to the
standard which had been set by the
medical counecil. ;

Objects to Blanket Charters.

Mr. Moore rose i1 his gedt to objezt
to the manner in whieh petitions for
railway charters were being presentad
to the House. He said important rules
of the House had not been ecomplied
with and let the House know that
when the applications came before the
railway eommittee he, as chairman.
would want to know the location cf
the lines,

Speaker Fisher accordingly ruled
that all plans eonnected with applica-
tions for railway charters must be filed
with the clerk of tie House btfore the
petition -is presented to the House.

The -members were further put
through- their facings when the speak-
er at a later stage ruled that a1l mo-
tions must go before the:  House in
This he explained need not
delay the preceedings of the House; as
the preparation could be made-before
the hour of assembling. The speaker
firmly held to this rule in spite of ob-
jection and was ‘supported by the
Preinier, who drew attention to the ac-
cepted rales of procedure.

The House sat in committee of the
whole until a late hour for the con-
sideration of several private bills. The
bills for incorporation of the Calgary
Fire Insurance Company, the Alpine
Club of Canada, the Royal Collieries
Railway Company and the Galt Hos-
pital were reported to the House with
minor amendments. The third read-
ing will be heard on Friday.

The House adjourned until today
at 3 o’clock.

If ther¢ are any railway charter-
mongers in the provinece, who have
nourished the hope of securing a gov-
ernment guarantee of bonds and waen
peddling ~the charter to the ‘highest
bidder, they, K will-hear- with' no- little
mortification the statement made in
the Legislature on Thursday afternoon
by Premier Rutherford.

“There will. be- numerous appliea-
tions teo “this legislatture for 'govern-
ment .guarantee-of. bonds- for rail-
ways;’ > said the Premier, ‘‘but the peo-
plé #5% ithe province may rést assared
thaf-this government will not recom-
mend assistance that will give com-
panies an opportunity to peddie char-
ters. - No railway charters will have
thaéir valde cnhanced for the purpose
of sale.”

The lid.of the railwayv chest, over

O
RPN
ORY \%’3‘:‘::::\ .

AR

E. H. RILEY, M.P.P,,

For Gleichen, Who Strongly Protested in
Legislature Against Indiscriminate
Graniing of Railway' Charters to
Charter Peddlers.

which Premier Rutherford has close'
wateh, was lifted slightly and several
of the members had a feel around.|
The point, which served as a lever,
vas whether the present rush for char-
ters and extensions of ocharters, was|
prompted by the hope that the holders
thereof might stand fo gain in Darter-|
ing them. It was hinted that nearly,
every company holding a charter had

|
1
|

“cither asked forza governmeént guaran-

toe of bondsor éxpécted to'dosso, and
the question was what companies|
would - receive - the. _faver. . Premier|
Rutherford wag confrorited by a press;
report, which quoted him as suyinz‘
that the governmeént would not guar-|
antee the bonds of any but transconti-;
nental lines. 'The premies was ndt to;
b= cornéred. He said it may or may'’
not be true. Later he made the above;
statement - which was all that the
House could glean as to the railway !
policy of the’ goyérument.
Extension of Charters,

. H. Riley, member of Gleichen,]
opened the question of railway char-
ters by opposing the application of the
Calgary,and Knee Hill Railway Com-
pany for a1 extension of time. He
daid thut the charter had been grani-,
od some time ago, but as yet no at-
tempt had been made to bring about

sthe constracgionof the railway. Dur-

ing the recent federal election it had
beeti said that twenty raiiway chatters
had been - granied by the provincial
government dnd not one mile of rail-
way built. . He dréw attention o 2
heading in the. Calgary Herald which
Yead, “Fsur More Raiftvays on Pa-

per,” and said that it is time some-
thing tangible was done.

Continuing Mr. Riley said that the
time of the House was being wasted
by these applications for charters. The
Premier was quoted as saying that re
had come to pay little attention to ap-
plications for railway charters. The
members of the House were anxious
that business should be carried on m
a straightforward manner.  He want-
ed to see all the members direct their
best efforts in the interest of the farm-
ers whom most of them represented
What the people of the provinee wani-
éd was to be connected with the great
transcontinental lines, and these were
the lines that the government should
assist.

Referring to the railway act of the
provinee framed in 1907, Mr. Riley
said there was a clause to the effect
that construction on a railway line
should begin in two years and be com-
ple ted in five years from the ‘granting
of the  charter. He questioned: the
value of the act, as it. gave the char-
termonger an opportunity to get in
his work.

The Work of Charter Mongers.

The member for Gleichen; in direct-
ing - his -remarks on- the railway in
question, said that three charters had
already been granted either by the
Dominion government for railroads

t through the Knee Hill territory north-

cast of - Calgary, and therefore the
granting of an extension of time for
this line was unnecessary. He said
it was, only legalizing an act to hold
up the presen! roads which were un-
der way. In his opinion it was not
the contention of the House that any
men holding a railway charter should
be able to hold a competing company
up for several thousand dollars. The
renewing of the charter, however,
would place the company in the posi-
tion that it could go to a bona fide
company and sell the charter. He did
not think the government should put
any man in such a poerition. If a deal
were made under such circumstances,
Mr. Riley held it would mean a tax
imposed on the settler. The monay
paid for the charter was added to th2
freight rates in order that the com-
pany might be compensated.

Mr. Riley moved, seconded by the
member for Ponoka, that the bili be
amended to limit the period for begin-
ning construction to six months.

J. R. Boy!le thought the remarks «f
the - previous speaker irrelevant. He
said the policy of the government was
to grant charters freely, but not to
give anyone any exelusive rights i
any particular territory. . The first to
build a line was the first to get it.
He thought the railway act should be
so0 changed that a charter could be had
by making application to the lieuten-
ant-governor-in-council.

Mr. Boyle was asked by the member
for Gleichen whether he would like to
see a clause inserted in the .act to
make charters transferable.
ply was that there was no objection,
because as long as the .policy of. the
railway act ‘was followed there would
bé: no- possibility of transcontinental
iines being held up as suggested.

Leader of the Opposition.

The leader of the opposition rose to
speak on the question, but as usual
prefaésd his remarks with an explana-
tion. He ecorrected the member for
(leichen to the effect that he had de-
nied the validity of a newspaper n-
terview in toto, and not the portion re«
ferred to him - having exposed any
erooked work in Edmonton. Referring
to thé question before the House ne
aid he sgreed with the remarks of
the member for Gleichen,; but thought
that charters should be freely granted
provided that all companies wére
treated alike. Companies should be
encouraged to build lines and not
blocked.

Johne T. Moore, member - for Red
Deer, took issue on the question of
extending the time of the charter. He
said that commercial depression was
largely the cause of the construction
not having bzen commenced, It was
the pari of prudence that a renewal

{ should follow. He saw no reason why

there should not be a fair field for
charters, All might make application
for government guarantee of bonds.
but all might be turned down. He
hopzd there would be no retrograde
movement in this regard.

Cornelius Hiebert, with a glass of
water before him, referred to the
twenty charters or more that had been
granted by the Legislature at last ses-
S1011.

Premier Rutherford—I think there
wers only six.or seven. The member
ior Rozcbud i3 exaggerating?

Mr. Hiebert—I’ll count them up to-

ght.

Mr. Moore—You’ll be better employ-
ed than usual then.

Mr. Hiebert, after he got under way,
said that he was in favor of the
amendment limiting the extension 19
s<ix ‘months.

As an pld-timer of the west, H. W.
MecKenney, member for St. -Albert,
said that he did not know any rail-
way of the west that did not need :n
extension of time before it was built.
He thought that those who split hairs
in the Legislature as to the encour-
ggement to be given to railway enter-
prises wore not the best friends of the
province. The Legislature, he thought,
should judge by the past and éncour-
age all the railways possible.

At Door of Railway Policy.

Premier Rutherford was greeted with
applause_when he rose to speak, He
took the members to the threshold of
the government’s railway policy but
did not enter. He reminded the Legis-
lature that the Dominion government
had adopted the policy*of free trade
in railway charters.- There was o ne-
cessity for diseriminatiom in this re-
spect,. but when a ‘railwdgy company
applied for assistance then the gov-
rnment coudd exercise discrimination,
He thought an-extfension of time .n
the:charter would not effect 'the baild-

“ing of a road through the Knee. Hill

eountry, but at - the same time he
thought the remarks of the membeor
for Gleichen were on the proper lines.
At the proper time  the governmeat
would exercise .sufficient . diserimina-
tion.

The amendment: was . lost .and the
bill was given a secopd reading; after
which it was réferred to'the railway
commjitee. 5 b -

In reply to the” member for Wetas-
kiwin. the Premier stated that the govs
ernment would take up the question

The re-,

of hail insurance at this session by
providing for an increased indemnity.
This was greeted with applause.

Mr.. Rosenrell moved the receiving
of two petitions, one for the incorpora-
tion of the “Wetaskiwin Southeastern
Railway Co.” and.the other *‘the We-
taskiwin Western Railway Co.”

The bill fo incorporate the Alberta
Central Railway Co.; which is the
subsidiary company of ‘the C.N.R.,
was given a first reading and set down
for a second reading on Monday next.

The Premier stated that the bill for
the proteétion of neglected and depen-
dent children, which was to have come
up for a second reading, was being de-
layed in order that suggestions might
b> secured from those particalarly in-
terested in- the: bill. ’

The ‘committée of the whole sat “or
the consideration of bills respecting
arbitration, sheriffs and deputy sher-
iffs and “the incorperation of the
Pincher Creek and Southérn Railway
Company. These were reported to the
house with amendments,

Mr. Teliord, member for Leduc, was
added to the railway committee.

The House adjournéd at 5 o’clock.

Friday's Session.

Following the debate in the Legisla-
turé on Thuisday as to the indiserimin-
ate granting of railway charters comes
the announcement on Friday afternocn
that at least one independent railway
company will proceed in the near future
with the construction of one of the mcst
important branch lines in the province.
Premier Rutherford informed 'the House
to the great satisfaction of the members
for:the north constituencies that the Al-
berta and Great Waterways Railway
company will construct a line from Ed-
monton north easterly to a point at or
near the west end of Lac La Biche,
thence in a point at or near Fort Me-
Murray. The leading promoters of the
company are 'W. R. Clarke, banker, B.
R. Clarke, banker of Kansas City and
Wm. Bain Winnipeg.

In Hands of Premier.

The bill to incorporate this railway
company is in the hands of the Premier,
which, as Mr. Boyle stated, is sufficient
guarantee that the company means busi-
ness. In moving the second reading of
the bill Premier Rutherford at once cor-
rected an impression that this was to be
a branch line of the G.T.P. He said that
the company is compcsed of private
capitalists who see the opportunity for
investment in.  the undeveloped north.
The Premier considered this one of the
most important lines that could be con-
structed in the province as it would give
ronnection with the steamboats on the
Mzackenzie River which plv through to
the Aretic Circle. He said it would bhe of
great material advantage to the ever in-
ereasing number who would make homes
in the nerth countryv. Moreover he said
the company will enter on the construe-
tion of the line #n/ the near future.

Fletcher Bredin. member for Athabas-
sa. corroborated the remarks of the pre-
mier as to the value of the railway. He
sdid: Fert MeMurray was at the base of
northern navigation. Within a radius of
thiety-five miles from Fort McMurray
most important discoveries of oil, salt,
limestone and . natural gas have heen
made. The line will mean much fcr the
'development of thesa natural resources.

New Orleans to Arctic Circle.

J. Ri.Bavle, methber for Sturgeon, gave
his unqualified swpport to: the bhill. He
had travelled over a great part of the
country te Lac T.a Biche and felt confid-
ent there was no finer section of farming
land in the province. Lac La Biche, he
characterized as one of the prettiest to
be found anywhere even going so far as

T.ake Leuise look-to its laurels. The coun-
try hevond was one of immense pessibili-
ties. The railway would revolutionize
trade in the north and would make it
possible to travel by Pullman ~and
sleeper from New Orleans to the Arctic
( le. A second Cobalt would be opened
np. as the great area to Great Slave
Lake was possessed of untold mineral
wealth. He had every rcason to believe
the road would be a remunerative enter-
prise.

“If there is a road of more urgent ne-
cessity,” said Mr. Boyle, “it is from

Mackenzie water system. A road from
but would not be a permanent solution
for the cpening up of - the north coun-
tey”

First Things First.

Jchn T. Mcore, member for Red Deer,
desired to keep first things first and to
consider well the best method of carry-
ing fcrward railway projects. He thought
it a good policy for the government to
place the operating of the road in the
hands of a company but to retain the
right cf granting other companies to run
over the lines. The government by adopt-
ing this prineiple of proprietorship
might accrue profits from = the sale of
townsites which would form a great asset
tc the province, ¢

Mzr. Moore was not so sure ‘that the
Fort McMurray road~ was the urgent
need of the hour. Attention must be
given to the people east and west of the
provinee. These were the people engaged
in the cultivation of the sail and it was
a quescion whether -theirs was not a
more important cccupation exploring in
the howels of the earth. Alberta agricul-
ture, he thought, should be made the fin-
est in the world.

The bill 'waz given a second reading
and referred to the. railway commitee.

The order paper was very brief ‘the
moest important. matter of routine busi-
ness being the last stame in the proced-
ure of séveral private bills. The House
rassed ‘on the acts - to incorporate the
€Calgavy Five Insurance Co., The Alpine
Club of Canada, The Royal Coll'eries
Railway Co., The Galt Hospital and the
amendment of chapter 29 of the sfatutes
cf “Alberta, incorporating the Red Deer
Railway company.

The house adjourned until Monday at
3 o’cloek.

He Held the Deutschland.

Windsor, Feb, 11.—John Curry, a
prominent real estate agent and for-
mer - banker here, held up the steamer
Deutschland at New York, and de-
layed ' her departure twelve hours.
Finding his train was late, Curry tel-
egraphed to hold the steamer fifteen
minutes, which was sufficient to start
the steamer away on the falling tide,
with Curry not on board. The steam-
er ran aground in the harbor, and
Curry hired a tug and managed ‘to
tetich the vessel.

Reailway Must Guard Crossing.
Kingston, * Feb. 11.—The - railway
commission gays that the G.T.R. will
have to- provide night watchmen at
the.Montreal road level crossings pend-

ing the construction of a subway,

to sav that it. would make the famous

Morinville to Athabsaca Landing. This,
is at present the nearest point to the;

this point would give the first stimulus,
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IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday’s Session.

Ottawa, Feb. 10.—The short Wednes-
day session of the House of Commons
was devoted to private members. Af-
ter the introduction of a couple of un-
important bills a number of questions
were answered. J. E. Armstrong
{Cons., East' Lambton) was informed
that there are in Canada 8,091 mail
routes, the total number of miles cov-
ered being over seventeen million.
Glenn <Campbell (Cons., Dauphin)
was mformed that $35,000 had been
voted for the purpose of -dredging
Moszey river and that over $20,000
had been spent on the work. There
had been a delay owing to necessity of
construciing a new dredging plant,
but the work would be continued.
There is a separate estimate of $10,000
for the purpose of lowering Lake Dau-
phin. Mr. Campbell was also informed
that $17.809 had been expended on a
fish hatchery on Lake Winnipegosis,
but that it ha® been in operation so
far only for a short period-last fall
and no spawn had been hatched. Mr.
Macpherson, the official in charge, had
previous experience. The minister did
not know whether or net he had been
a rturning officer under the Greenway
government ‘previous to his appoint-
ment. Richard Blain (Cons., Peel)
asked if it was the intention of the
government at this session to increase
the tarifi on hogs coming into -the
counrty from the United States in ac-
cordance with the request of the Do-
minion Swine Breeders’ Association.
Sir Wilirid Laurier intimated that Mr.
Blain would have to await that infor-
mation till Hon. Mr, Fielding delivers

tion by a Quebec member Hon. Mr.
Fisher said that a portion of the $30.
€00 in the estimates, intended to =s-
tablish a new experimental farm sta-
tion, would be spent at Rosthern,
Sask. Where the rest would be &pent
had not yet been decided. W. s
Sharpe (Cor Lisgar) was told .nat
the total cost of the quarantine sta-
tion at Gretna was $3,085. A nominal
rental of one dollar is paid for the
site to the Great ‘Northern Railway.
G. H. Bradbury’s (Cons., Selkirk)
motion for a return in respect to the
catch and export of fish from Mani-
toba reports was adopted without dis-
 cussion. - A. Haggart (Cons,, Winni-
peg) gives notice-of a long series of
?qm-snnn\ in respect to the purchase
{of the N.T.A. terminal property at St.
Boniface. He wants to know if there
is any truth in the rumor that there is
In probability of fhe property being
{abandoned and more suita.ie land
being acquired for terminal purposes
neaver the city of Winnipeg.
Thursday’s Session.
Ottawa, Feb. 11.—The bill introduc-
ed in the House of Commons by
George E. McCraney (Liberal, Saska-
toon) to incorporate the Canadian
| Westéern Railway Company, * was . re-
ported by the Railway Committee to-
day, this being the first company to
get a new charter from the present
| parliament. - The company proposes
to build a line from the international
boundary betwéen ranges 23 and 28
to Calgary. with a branch line tapp-
ing the C.P.R. at or near the villag
of Michael. - John Herron (Conserva-
tive, Macleod) succeeded in_getting
the line of the route altered so that

the railway will pass through the|

town of Pincher Creek.
J: 8. Hough,
Alexander Smith, of Ottawa, appear-
ed on behgli of incorporators, who
are J. S. Hough. Thomas L. Metcalie.
\. D. Kildahl, H. J. Box and O. L.
Poynton, all of Winnipeg. Mr.
Hough explained the nature of the
pioject.

G. A. McGrath (Conservative, Medi-
cine Hat) was told by Mr. Hough
that the main line would be about
140 miles long and the cost of con-
! struction would be heavy, hence the
request for boundary powers to the
extent of fift¢ thousand dollars a
mile. Mr. Hough said the railway
would be built at once.
intention of the company to wait for
the construction of a conneciing
|line on the American side of the
| boundary, he azaid. Mr. McGrath
i(-xpr@s‘sed the hope that in building
the line the: company would not p:
established towns and build up new
|om's. Hon. Mr. Graham said that

| could be guarded against when the,

| route  was being apprcved. Mr.

| MeGrath thought that as a guaran-
! tee of good faith the promotersishould
| deposit five per cent. with the .gov-
| ernment. If thev had $2,000,000
available they could
that.

for the bill, Several charters had
already been granted coveriag the
same territory, he said, but nothing
had - been done. If this company
was prepared to go ahead, it: would
be a great thing for the - district.
which was starving for a railway.
There” was a stretch of settlement
for seventy-five miles
proposed Toute, which was very bad-
lv in meed of railway facilities. Mr.
Herron suggested that a clause should
be inserted to compel the railway
to conneet Wwith the provincial system
of phones. Mr. Graham pointed
out that the wnievincial - government
could comvel the railway to give con-
nections through the Railway Com-
mission, but. on the other hand, the
railway could not compel the provin-
cial phone system to do ro.
Liability for Crop Ddmage.

Afterwards an important bill iatro-
duced by A. H. Clarke (Liberal, Es-
sex) was taken wup. It extends - the
liability of railway companies for
damages caused by fire from loco-
motives, and makes them responsible
for an- damage whatever which may
résult to property, wcrops, lands.
fences, plantations, buildings and
contents from such a cause. The
liabilitv limitation under the zection
is $56,000. A. B. Creelman, counsel
for- the Canadian Pacific, argued
that the bill went too far. The lia-
bility for damage to property, on
the absence of mnegligence, awg suffi-
cient. The new bill would enor-
mously increase the responsibility of
the companies. = W..H. Biggar, for
the Grand Trunk, said the bill in-
troduced a principle that was not in
foreé  in any eother céuntry. He
opposed extended liability. The bill
was reported with slight modifica-
tions.

E. A. Lancaster’s. (Conservative.
* Lincoln) bill to provide for better

his budget speech. In reply to a ques-|

of Winnipeg, and |

It is not the | ~ chance to tell everything he knew |to

afford to do

John Herron put in a strong plea |

along the

pretection: of level railway crossings.
was given  its third reading and is
now ready for considefation by the
Senate.

ers appointed last September by the
Minister--of Railways, to investigate
the - present traffic conditions and

in New Brunswick and Nova' Scotia.
tepping. the Intencolenigl, with ~a
view to, having them absorbed into
government trunk line by purchase.
Superintendent 1, of the “I.C.R.,
and . Mr. D. A. Storey. report on
ecach of ths 13 braach lines in the
two provinces, and their conelusions
are summed_up sirongly in favor of
the' absorption of all these roads by
strong management and adequate
radiating small roads, many of which
are now badly equipped and are of
little practicel nse in the develep-
ment of the country.

“We would express.” savs
Tiffin, “the unanimous feeling,
gleaned from interviews with
people living along -these lines. that
great-good to the country would fol-
low the suggested absorption.”

The charge of ex-Deputy Warden
Bourke; of the British Columbia peni-
tentiary, that he could make dis-
closures ‘in regard to the escape of
Bill Miner from that prison. was the
subject of an acriminous discussion
in the House late in the evening.

D. Taylor (Conservative, New
Westminster) introduced the subject.
Mr. Taylor told his story amid many
interruptions. The gist of it was
that in his first train robbery. Bill
Miner had obtained pessession of
certain bonds; that the former owners
desired tq: learn from Miner where
those bonds were, and that
refused to tell unless he were re-
leased: that these persoss  were in
{ New Westminster when Miner did
escape, as were also detectives, who
had been allowed to communicate
with “him; that Miner’s hair and

ghortly before- his escape and that
he had been given unusual liberty.

Jacques Bureau 1
Rivers): “Does Mr. Jurke
that?”’

Mr. Taylor protested
terruptions, which had been nun
ous, but he-said that Bourke did not
state so, but he was quoting common
report. (Liberal laughter) N Tay
lor went on to state that it was com-
mon knowledge 1
been ail
Miner’s escape |
offered and then mizerably
adequate. Mr. Taylor concluded
| a .declaration of confidence i
| head of the depariment and a
| claration that he lieved that
subordinetes had deceived him.

|
| i
s Hon. Mr. Aylesworth, minister of

possibilities: of branch railway lines |

the Intereolonizl, thus giving one;

The report of the two commission- |a

Miner |

moustache had been allowed to grow |

(Liber Three

justice, said the escape of Miner was |

not the first from that
that summer. Warden €
on his death bed and Deputy Waie

Bourke, who had been in the service |
There |

“since 1885, was ‘in chaxge.
{'had been more than one previous es-

tentiary |

cape which, under the circumstances.

seemed to show that there was ser s
laxity of disci In the case of
the escape o
August '8, 1907,

came to the deparime !
| was among those who had
was not.until the 12th.

caped

] s +he
Inot due to anvthing else than the ex

alefactors on!
t word which I o1

that Miner/|

He had rea-!

son to believe he delay was |

citemertt of the moment. which oc-

cupied the entire attention of Mr.
As soon, however, as word
came, he had at onc

Bourke.

for the offering of a r¢ 'd and had |

i given instructions to vooa

i available. Every effort wa

{to recapture Milner, but in vain.

Mr. Aylesworth next adverted to

4
i Bourk statement that. he could
| reveal something. He had been given

during the investigation by Inspec-
tor Dawson, and had been under oat
to ‘tell the whole truth. If he sai
anvthing now it would certaialy
dizcounted by reason of his havi
{made no use of that opportunity.
|  On reading Mr. Bourke’s statement

| Avlesworth, he had at once f:‘\'»;n
{ orders” that Mr. Bourke should be

| 41

matter seemed to be in a drift.

thought it would be a good i

inv "'.)E'“‘\?' .A]‘“ I?"'Ll;:‘ (\" :1.[:‘

2 Confederation and to

a2 strong mnon-partisan commission,

which would look into the whole ques-
oi Indian ®educdtion. examining
the conditions in the United

s and to see if something could

be evolved which would emplov

four hundred thousand grant to
er adyantage. Unless something
weitr done, he said, it might almost

better to leave the Tndians in the
rough and to assist them in their
farming and hunting.

Mr. Oliver, épeaking again, said the
House was agre as to its daty in
this regard. Canada intended to treat

i . He acknowledg:
their superiority over all the sav
races of « other countrv. The
Redman, he clared, was in a class
by himself. Jut, according to the
minister, the time had come to
consider our position. It is not well

occupy the time of the young In-

hix i trade he would

Land S»nld t».G. T. P.

A return tabled today gives the de-

of the land=z sold along the route

the Grand - Trunk Pacific for sta-

tions, terminals or townsite purposes.

[t shows that on June 15. 1807, 14,160

weres of land. comprising ports of Dig-

yv and Kaie Isla B several
J‘xvi,“' “:I"'.

of the Tsimp:eau Indiaw v e were

old to the Grend Trunk Pacific Town

Nevelopment Company for $107.-

the land being for station term-

\ townsite purposes at Prince

Rune On Feb. 27 1906, 160 acres

i 1 n tha F am Teserve

i 1 Trunk Pa-

for right of

prvrposes for the

inal

yal Mint,
Cetails of the
m'nt was also
of J. E. Arm-
. Tt shows
id sover-
il

23,290 has bem
crude state

at the mint.

1 the mines and
able to meet

d- to

by tender 1
Consolidate
company, «
unt ‘has - be
Badiy lMixed Up.
1O ary Yoy Qa
much
the surrénder of the
erve. There was
‘c.kirk that the chiels
ased and members <f
ar {rom satisfied. An
the surrender was
were each given 160
This land had fallen
of friends of the gov-
some 25,900
2 sed  of. 1\[!
radbury said he had a petition from
» Indians objecting ‘o the reserve on
which they had been placed at
iver complained that th
depariment--in the econ-

{ stituency had all been active during

the election.
Minister Administers Solar Plexus.
Mr. Oliver re v admitted that the

surrender was surrounided with pecul-
to obtain the services of the best man }i

1~ 1
maac

v conditions. There had never- been
like 'it before, and he hoped there
would never be one like it again, but
Chief Justice Hm\'olé. who conducted
negotiations, had to make many

ns in ordar to get the Indians
leave the lands. As a maticr oi
the Indians got by far the best
the bargain. He did not think

a

l Chiet Justice Howell would be a par-
t

on January 29 in the press, said Mr.|

written demanding thet he give the de-|

partment any information which he
had in his possession. No answer
had yet come to that letter; pe rhaos
| ordinary course of the ms
{ “TIt may be that a gene:
had been 'made,”

i ister, ‘“that Miner's escape was 7ot
an escape; I cannot speek for that
{ But I can sneak for myself, and 1
think I can speak for the offi s of
! the penitentiary service when I sav
! that there is not'one word or breath
of foundation for it.”

Mr. Bureau. solicitor general, then
took up an explanation, but as 1_;»'
was mnot familiar with all the eir-
cumstances, ,it. was deecided, after a
lJot of dizenssion. to let it stand.

Friday’s Session.

Ottawa, Keb. 12—In tihe House
Commons today th2 problem of Ct
ada’s duty to the Indinns was discus
sad at some lencth. Hon. Frank Oli-
ver and Geo. E. Foster agreeing that
the question hi: nevel een satis-
factorily ..~ Education,  Mr.
Oliver observiad, had not been of that
benefit to the Indians which had been
at one time “hoped. Their environ-
ment was the probable cause. They
seemved to be worse off with the pre-
ent system ‘of edueation than  they
were without it. The burden of edu-
cating thém fell.on the churches, but
these, of late years, had found mis-
sionary t:nterprise hard to bear. From
the government’s experience in the
last fwo decades other arrangements
to lighten the burden and to achieve
bettr results would have to be made.
It was desired to improve the condi-
tion of the Indian as an Indian, rather
than to make oi him a white man. The
old idea of edneation in trades could
{not be maintained, pursued the mins
ister. It has belen found that the
Indian who hed acquired a knowledge
tof a trade did not follow it up, so

i living.
Foster Advocates Commission.
Mr. Foster deposed that the whole

it could not have dome so in thel

al charge |
continued ‘the min-|Police department, to be assistant

|

ow he thought it was better to teach
m 2 knowledge of a better system; crat.

{
L

v to any deal.
Mr. Bradbury said he had no inten-
Howe He contended, however, that
the 1d had received an
extra eonsideration in the way of land.
A much more advantageous arrange-
2ll parties concerned could
have en made, he said, The land
sould net have been allowed to pass
into the hands of speculators.
The follc g appointments are
tited: Lawrence F. F hue,
countant of the N ' Mounted

{tion 6f making any reflection on Mr.
1

nant

comptroller of the foree; John E. Lid-

tholm, of Winnipeg, to be commission-
I|er to administrate oaths in respect to

naturalization

Supplementary letters patent have
bzen issued extending the powers of
the Crows Nest Pass Coal Co. Among
the things the company may in future
do are the f{ollowing: (1) Examine
and explore lands for coal, rrecious
metals, petroleum, clay and other min-
erals. (2) Acquire by. lease or pur-
chase petroleum and mineral lands
with the right to dispose of the same.
(8) Manufacture and sell cement and
produets into which cement enters.
(4) Develop resources of land aequir-
ed, including the right.to lay out
stre-ts. (5) Maintain and operate
drains and ditehes for drainage pur-
poses. (6). Purchase or acquire deben-
tures or sceurities of other campanies.
(7) Amalgamate with any other com-
pany having similar objects,

Notiee' is given that Shuswap and

hompson Rivers Boom Company,
whi was the cause of much conten-
tion in the housec last session, has de-
posited "its plans with the ' Public
Works Department.

The Imperial Fire Insurance Com-
pany, with headquarters at Winnipag
and a cepital of three million dollar
will apply ‘to Parliament for incorpo
tion

Dickinson as Secretary of War.

Washington, D. C., Feb. 10.—The
nomination of John M. Dickinsen, of
ville, Tenn., by President Taft to
ecretary of war, appears to be re-
garded here as a certainty in several
quartzrs. Mr. Dickinson is a Demo-
He is the general counsel for the
Illinois Central and is credited with
a salary of $40,000 o year. Ags secre-
tary of war he would get $12,900.




