Esceuient Sexse.—Frances D. Gage
of.:l.lmn , & woman of ri:: good -rn,
w writings in prose and verse have
won for her an enviable reputation, makes
about the worst-looking and wost illegible
manuscript, that ever puzzled and vexed a
compositor, or tor ed a proof-reader.
In a recent letter to the Woman's Advocale |
she thus ‘‘ owns up:”

“ Dear friends ‘of the JAdvocate, 1 write |
the worst hand in the world; can’t read it
myself when it gets dry:

The T"s are not crossed, the 1,5 are not dotted
Some words are expunged, and others are blolted,
Aund some are spelled wroug, or letters left oat; )
One searcély can tell what I'm writting about.
My capital lettors are all on s spree;

Every Bisan L,every Lisa B ;

The P’s and the Q's are exactly alike ;

The M’s, N's, and U’s are out on a strike ;
Somg letters are larze, and some very small ;
And the words hop abou', like straws in a squall :
No wounder, the poor girls can’t read it at all.

““ You will ask why I do not reform my-
self I can only answer that I do try, con-
stantly; every letter, every line I write, I
think of it, and am ever striving, seemingly
2 to no purpose. Till thirty years o'd, I had
never a serious thought about the matter—
had taoght myself to write—was a constant
scribbler for my owo amusement, and fixed
my bad habits by years of practice, which
it now seems impossible to change. Nowa
) word to the young: Strive in the beginning

to write well—that is, a clearly legible hand
—beauty or flourish is not so essential. A
bad, careless handwritting is a source of]|
annoyance to both the writter and receiver
of manuseript. It the letter of a
friend of much of its if it is so scrawl-
ed as to cause real trouble and guessing to
3§ 1 -ll::.. out. A mof letter, badly ::-
4 ten, is cause of great i
For a public, writer, .the Mm mis-
fortune can hardly be estimated. Habits
are stubborn things, snd -L“‘ be easily
broken,and with a majority, the handwriting
is made by babit; and many it will cost
hours of persevering trial to attain excel-
_lency in this branch of education. But it
is worth much, very much time and pains.”

Tus Housssoro 1s Orpen Times.—A
servant who is absent from prayers to be
fined one penny; and the same sum for
leaving the door open. A fine of two
from Ldy-‘. to Michaelmas, for all who
are ip bed seven, or out after nine.

Al-oofpopn‘for any bed u-::;
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by eight in the winter and seven in the

summer. The potter to be fined one penn

’ if the court gate be not shut during me:
* A fine of th il the stairs are not

riday after dinner. All

ForrerLing THE Wearaer.—E. Meri-
am of Brooklyn, New York, who has been
called- the *‘clerk of the weather,” and
who for twenty years has made himself a
partyr to meteorology by taking hourly ob-

of the , barometer,
‘thiis strips the ** weatherwise” of their

I

- prophecy :—With all !y practice
thermometrical and
ed eleewhere, I feel more and more con-

i experience in observing atmospheric
ehi and recording ho’:r' by hour and
' day meteotulo-
£ -, gical observations, and in connection with
& ' s observations made and record-
vincéd, that it is notin the power of an
Lum fo determine even a -ii
‘day in adipnce what changes will ta
place in the atmosphere.

] e i Y

 ———

- [
e R

| of steam, or as an aiixiliary to coal—an in-

Y |and vi

duri
incBahia harboar. Frenchmen ar¢ acute
in. chemistry, but they sometimes overdo a
work, us will be seen below, Ether in lieu

tention of M. Tremblay 4 been' in use
in the French navy for some time past, and
in successiul use, it is said. The reason
for employing ether in aid of steam is be-
cause its boiling point is very low, viz., 98
degtees; but it apprars to have been for-
gotten in sending a vessel with ether to
Brazil, that she would have to Pass throi

a temperature much higher, even in the
shade, than the boiling point of this most
inflammable liquid; and that, therefore, it
could not exist ifi the ordinary stowage
tanks. The result of this want of fore-
sight was, that the ether, floating about in a
stage of vapour, caught fire, burned a fine
ship, and destroyed much property. It was
most providential that the accident occur-
red in harbour. At sea it would have been
a truly awful occurrence.

Secrers or VesriLation.—Let the air
enter the house freely by a large aperture,
like a common window, and capable of re-
gulation in the same way. Let it enter a|
stove room, and be there completely warm-
ed, and then let it pass freely through the
whole house, and enter all the apartments
either at the doors or by express channels.
Take off the used air by the chimpey and
an open fire; or, for crowds, provide larger
and express opninﬂ; there is no more to
be done. Houses that we have seen ven-
tilated in this simple, ing, unmy-
sterious manner, are u:‘uhml we
have ever entered. It is too often the fate
of them little :ipu. funnels, tubes,
and valves, by which ventilation is fre-
quently symbolized, rather to indicate ven-
tilation lzn to effect it.— lilusirations of|

‘Laxe Soremior Rumu.-:.db; is
given in several of the Canadias papers,

shores of Lake Superior to valley of]
the Assinibeine, the inteation to con-
tinue it on to the shores of the Pa An

exchange says: ‘‘It would not be a feather
hthapo;:chuhul'. if after they had
originated and long discussed the ptepu
of a railway line to the Pacific, their Can-
adian neighbours stepped in anid quietly
consummated the important ewterprise.
But if the next Congress ;:lulluh pn-l:
igorous measures preliminary to
construction of the road, and giving ear-
nest of the intention on the part of our go-
nu-uttoeouiuucbo!::k&il- eo-o}
ion, we shall probably hear do more
mCmdiuuh-o." 3

A Domestic Iursovement.—Putting
down carpets with tacks has always been a
trial and tribulation to housekeepers, which
ought fo have been obviated by some better
invention before this. An improvement
which will answer the purpose has been an-
nounced. It censists of a series of cast
iron buttons, with the lower end formed in
the shape of a cam. This is secured to the
base-board of the ml'n:l.d when the car-

is properly stretched, the cams are
r::nod-down upon it and retain it firmly in
This saves the carpet from the
and welir of tacks, and the floor from
injury of nails being drivean into it, be-
the putting down and removing
a few minutes’ work.

its
tear
the
side
of carpets

Anoruze Fasuionasre ABoMiNaTION, —
The London Lancet states that the use of}
the drug bellddona, as practised in Orien-
tal harems, to give brilliancy to the eye, is
now unblushingly advertised and ide

eye, is to contract thé iris and enlarge

r;‘.uoyl the
examples of suicida
of cons

an. But for tvo many
vanity, which no dread

q can restrain, we might
hope that this dwndia' self -torture wounld
b shunned. arning may at least be

leﬂlh..‘.‘l“ ses-
m’JhﬂMﬁv-cﬁ:&‘-&'m
a company to construct a rai ‘from the

. _*““ Hollo,
for by the caterers of fashion. The effect e, | want to speak to you.”
of this powerful and deadly déug upon Wu our new ~zu.hu{|ce from

Sixth—and

to work on a single track, and still we won-
dered, for no one could tell, and then we
looked up and over across Broadway, at
the full length, very accuraie, artistically
peinted portrait of the ** Russian Giant,”
standing out (rom the front of Barnum’s
Museum. At first we had a gere suspic-
on that in point of size it migh¥ be slightly
exaggerated, but thea, again, when we re-
flected that Barnum had to Europe,
and that tere was no hu; now about
the * old curiosity shop,’” wé'eoncluded to
believe that it was exactly what it purport-
ed to be, a true portrait of the mgnster man
ll;on and there on exhibition.  We did
think of ri our mﬁc If ifan at-
tempt to cross roadpvly. and go over and
puay a quarter to look at the aforesaid Rus-
sian Giaot. Baut, either from fear to
tempt such a perilons passage, or

we were a quarter short, or because'we
had business down Broadway on theigide

Just as we had come t¢ this sage concl

mesniog of that word—1 dda¥

it; but you were 1 es.
:r”e - Well I've ‘spes
: ** And seen the Russian giant?”

“No, but I have seen the o ¢
Look here, neighbor, you know I went 3
see this fellow oolcijy: m'.: o
ueighbor, at your suggestion, as it was
only a quarter’— .

= ‘_’:_’l;‘ighhhe will undoubtedly refund to

ou, if his heart is as big in i
his body. " s

‘“‘Do you think so? I don’t; and
believe you will, when you hear —‘:‘,
Well, you sece, I paid my quarter and went
up, and there stood the giant, his back- to
me, and I began to think, that my
would have to knock unger @ little:
Lord, says 1, this fellow n't so big as
pa;:in,“by a Iol: chalk. And so as I
could tell my neighbor a pretty good stosy,
and that he n’t be .l:_::! o,' this lhn'-
sian chap, perhaps he would pay the quar-
ter back. Just then the fellow turned
round, and I looked at him and he looked
at me, and I suppose I looked sort of fool-

, don’t you know me? How’s the

where we stood, we concluded to defer our |ish, and at that th i
visit to the tall gentlemay until anether ‘%‘.’" h:“.,.lnd. uf;l.lo:. 'Iu-.o#.o:lh m

sion, and were about to move on, a farmer-
like luoking individual touched us on the
elbow to attract our attention, and asked
our opinion. Whether he thought we had
a wondrous wise look, or whether he took
us for one skilled in paintings, from having
observed our attention to this one, or whe-
ther he 'm:rd from our beard that we
were a Turk, and of course knew what a
Raussian was, and particularly how big a
Russian giant should be, we are still in
doubt; but he put the question so earnest
and direct that we were obliged to answer
it with equal directness. .

““Do you think,” said he, ** that th
likeness is correct 2

uU doubs 'n we T 'l' J' “ r‘
that it may be slightly ouﬂcnled."

o Slighl{ e rated?” he repeated
slowly to himsell. That big w was
slight!y exaggerated beyond his com|

, and, while , We said:

‘“ wbyr! :

** Well, you see, I live down on Long

, a good piece from here; 1 own a
farm, [ do, down there, and I have a neigh-
bour who owns a farm, who is about the
biggest man, I thought, on earth, and he
has been a talking, right-down earnest
lately about showing himsel to make mo-
ney; and I tell you what 'tis, colonel, it
would be worth a quarter to see him; but,
ﬁn_uh,iflh(dapup'thnmlll
picture, my neighbor may as well go

down on the Island?”” Whew ! Rus-
sian giants | Why it was my old neighbor
only a little stuffed and fixed up with a
mustache, and—well, yes, ** looking up at
w' Pctnu," yes, it is slightly exaggerat«

* Then you didn’t ask him to refund the
quarter?”

‘“No, 8ir; I paid it to see a than that |
had seen a thousand times before, and 1
:':nphporfmly ul:iulﬁl. I have seen the

ant. Good bye; [ am going down to'
Long Island, right dn"bt."qm .

J*Ru;iwﬁnm in tae Hory Lanp.—Sir
n McNei through Paris on
return to lm;,::- Syria and Pal
where Sir John has been for some
past engaged in laying out a harbour on
east coast of the iterranean, and
railway which is to extend from thence to
the Persian Gull. General Chesney re-
mains at L
of the firman
ciples of which bad
the Turkish Government
John left Cog

other railway on which

to bed and lay there, for he
show along the road tha this Russian fel-
low (ravels, that is certain.”

‘* Now, friend,” we replied, *‘ we can
tell you what you can do—just go over
and see the ‘ Russian giant,’ and you
can ultiow much biggerhe is than your

] specimen, and whether he
really is as big as he looks. And if heis,
you may as well tell your neighbor to stick
to his farm, and'leave the show business to
Barnum & Company.”

‘“ By , old fellow, you are right,
and I willdoit. IfI ask bim, I should say
he will pay me back the quarter, "cause it
is on his account altogether that I shall go
to see this chap; for, according to my no-
tion, Long Island is hard to beut anyhow.”

We ht so, too, and went our way
while he of Island went to see whe-
ther the Russimn dominions could produce
a bigger man than the dominions of this
cp:md nrir of sea sand. We don't
think we should have thought of the sub-
ject again, if we had not been accosted on
our return to the same by a man
struggling to get through the crush of car-
riages so as to
lost in the crowd.

'squire ! stop s minute. By

llllng:l, ju,l returning from his visit to the

pil, intensifying its brilliancy, and rapid- | Russi

an giant,
¢ Well,” said we, Nhave you seen him?”
pointing at the same time to the it.
“{l'coq:.l‘-! seen him! Yes, °=|n."
“You did not,” we , ““find
the picture much :.5'5

useful before the sin becomes a fashion.
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' to us before we were|'

mer, to the

.Arcric ExrepitTion.—An
will ‘be pared forthwith tp
[wearch of further traces of Sir John Frank-
lin’s party, via Behring’s Straits. The
command will, it is said, be conferred upon
Captain George H. Richards. '

Tue Laxgs.—The disaters on the Lakes.
this season far exceed those of former
years in number and fatality. The Chica-
go Tri gives an imperfeet list of the
totally lost vessels, making an te of
six steamers, nine propellers, two tugs, five
brigs, and twenty-eight schooners. At a
low calculation, 200 lives have been lost.
Several of the vessels bave disappeared
and apver beea heard from.

Tannveox.—The Poet has
new volume nearly ready for-the press.
will, we are informed, consist of two

l.:t‘“' and in
each drawn f
Arthurian ce.-

Traver Anml..—m .

speed of railway triins, T
ray says, not without reason, that ** we do
not travel now-a-days; e arrive
3+’ and Ruskin, in his late
says, ‘‘ railway t is mot
at

)

“Slightly, yes, slightly. 1 inquired the
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ull; it i6 medely being sent to
und very lltlodl’ﬁnd&- ! -
parcel.”
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