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a Betrayed Trust.

(Not Yet Publisked in Book Form.)

“ We Fmxfobd of the world,” said Mrs.
Coubtatng, mbking a little crease between
themb and finger in the black front
breadth of her gown, and watching it
as though it were a small, yet palpa-
ble objection to her entire liking of the
person just pamed. “ Still,”” she went
on, with her haggard face brightening
dimly, ‘“he is very nice and warm-
hearted amd sineere.”

“ Despite his daring to live in eo0
wicked a place as a city, I suppose ?”
Van Horme Courtaine replied with sar-
casm flickering in the vain smile which
had crept bétpneath his white moustache.
“I1f I'm not mistaken, Channing has
toid me that your son Carroll has never
seen the inside of a city at all”

“ Never !” said Mrs. Courtaine, “andI
hope he mever will have the experience.”

‘You hope such a thing!” fell in un-
dismayed amazement from her hearer,

“Yes. I want it, and I hope it with
all my heart. Carroll knows that.” She
was motsonless as a statue while she
delivered these words., They seemed to
float from her without the least labial
effort ; they: made him who heard her
think of a ghost speaking.

Van Horne Courtaine shrugged his
choulders and sltghtly gnawed his lower
lip. * But the lad may rebel againstany
such rale as this,” he said. “In the course
of time he surely will rebel.”

“There is no rule for him to rebel
against,’”’ came the same curiously com-
posed voice. “ He realizes my wish |that
is all. He is eontented here, and can
live here in thorough ease after I am
gone,”’

Ther—pardon me—you wish him to
avoid mingling with his fnllnw—lwin:n all
through the remainder of his life 7"

“No. He ean mingle with them here.”

“ M—yes. And—er—marry, here ?

“1f he deeires.”

“ But (again paxrdon me) could he find
in a place like this the sort of wife
whom you would wish to be the mother
of vour own and—of Archibald's—grand-
chiddren 7

A sad smrile touched the iady's lips. 1f
sghe had not already appealed to her ob
server 48 so glaciaNy courteous, even
amiable, be might have pronounced this
smile a soeer.

‘In Somthkmeadow there are some very
cultivated and honorable women, If he
makee his ehoice among them I, while

backward from the doorway by which he
had meant to enter.

Carroll let himself be pushed. While
he still stared wonderingly at his mother,
she went on:

“ Stay away, my boy, till he has gone.
I'll explain everything afterward. I
prefer so much that you shouldn’t see
him.”

“ Yery well. But you scem excited,
mother.”

‘No, you're wrong,” she insisted, “I
feel much stronger than I expeeted to
feel. Promise you'll do as I ask, Car-
roll.”

**Why, yes, I promise, of course.

Mrs. Courtaine turned and slipped back
intc the presence of her brother-in-law.

“Pray, excuse me for leaving you,”
she eaid. A little eatching of the breath
showed that she was more excited than
she had just declared herself. Still, her
mien was collected enough now. She re-
mained standing a&s she pursued:

I must fell you, Van Herne, in plain
terms, that your offer to make my eon
your heir 8 thoroughly distasteful.”

He heard her with a sharp start.

** What is this ?” he faltered, in clear
disarray, “ You don’t mean what you
are eaying. "I'he immediate settlement
on him of $500,000 ——"

‘18 undesired.”

Courtaine Jaughed harshly, “ And his
full inheritance afterward of three mil-
lions —"

“Is also undesired.”

He lifted both hands in the air, for
a second. He laughed again, this time
with still harsher stress. He was fear-

”

fully dashed aud hurt. He had lived &o |

long where money is not only gerambled
for with great fury, but grovelled to as
the one Ml]ll"lhv' idol of life, that this
tranquil repulse seemed to him mon-
strous, ut ithinkable.

* Really,” he said, as goon as he
control his voice, “ your attitude
ridiculous.”

‘ Thauk youn.”

He bristled at those two enrt mono

syllables as if they had been points of |

a k » cwrtting into his flesh.

It is not ouly ridiculous,” he per- |
sisted, with clouding brown, “ it is un-

fmotherly."”

“ Thank yon, again,”

His face to au almost savage snoer.
“Your son himeelf would never endorse
euch a decision.”

welf that the sweectest rest for the soul

was away from all that sham glitten

and vain turmoil. And for that boy that

I treasured I craved such a fate.”
“You wanted him to live and die

; here 27

“Yes. And I've taught him that hm,
chief chance of mental peace is to avoid
the jostling and clashing of throngs.
Not that he wil escap: sorrow, forl
that is ubiquitous as air; buot thé
coarse, the common, the low, the tri-
vial (which so often wrap themselves
in the gwise of culture), h» will certainly
escape, Ah! [ see by your look that
you would call this pitiful provin-
cialism. I, too, might have called it
50 once ; bnt I've learned that, though
solitude may ‘be unwelcome, retire—
ment is often tonic. Ambition is the
parent of disappointment ; distinction is
the brother o1  ennui. Une can live
largely in emall places. There's a
financial risk and there's a moral risk ;
both arc least seldom the products of
cities, To get out of the soul all the
best joy it is able to give one must
grow familiar, not merely with its voice
aud its Janguage, but its peculiar ac-
cent aud jts special dialect’; for no two
should speak to their
BCBSOIS just alike. And
we dwell amqag  the babblings of
crowds, we sometimes do not recognize
even the mere voice of our own soul
when it speaks to us.”

Mus, Courtaiue hesitated for a momen t,
but her upward gaze did not waver.
sort of troubled civility was on  the
face ol her listener, But it masked a
good deal of profane ridicule,

“The poor thing isn't mad,” he was
musing. *She's merely transe mI ‘ntal
and tiresome, 1 suppose it
long! tarriance in this New Eug
mosphere, They probably have weckly
meetings here in Sout vdow where
they serve up lemonad d Ewmerson,
spongc cake and Spinoza.”

‘But dou’t think, Van Horne, that
I have mapped out for Carroll any .
cetic or Puritan e of life, Fay
from that. He ]v n educated

the rather obvi principle that human |

happiness is found most easi
refrain from the too fier

for it. At the Harrington school here

(an academy ounce famous, but now no
longer existing) he had the oo for-
tune to win the love and constant he Ip
ol a certain Prof. Dindorf, a thoroush
scholar | .
well,
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