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l successful in their official capacity as

| guardians of

the Municipality. We
| fee assured that they will do thelr

]begt to instituw such improvementa

Mayor Morris

Having put in seven years of ser-
vice ay the City Hall as a Councillor,
and five months as Mayor, and Dow
coming to the close of my term of
office, it may not be our of place to
pass a few words on to the public.

My scrvice at the City Hall has
béen somewhat difficult, and from
the day .the Commission first sat un-
{il the present moment it has been
a problem of finance. It is pleasing,
however, to be abhle to state that,
amidst a'l the drawbacks which the
Council and the Commission have
had, which were due largcly to War
conditions, the Municipal Ship has
been fairly well navigated, and she
ought now to be entering upon calmer
seas and more favoured ports.

True it is that the coming year will
Lave seme difficult problems, and the
first half of it may be especially so;
hut, given an improvement in trade,
which we all hope for, and due
economy, there is much in favour of
the new and it is noct too
that judicious
cautious expen-

Council,
much expect by
administration and
diture, the pathway will be smoother
and the burdens easier. We feel that
there is a possibiity of these con-
ditions rprevailing, and that the in-
coming Council can encourage them-
and that, after they have got-
work a little, they will
realize what some of us had hoped
and wished—that is, that they can
do something more than collect taxes;
pass paysheets and conduct the cor-

1o

selves,
ten into their

raspondence.

Ther= traly is a bigger
this before the Councillors, and when
once they get their forces in order,
they should be able to advance, and
asssufue a wider policy than has been
hitherte possible.

We feel azssured that the Mayvor-
¢lect and his Councillors earnestly
wish to improve the City, and they
will certainly do their part as diligent
officials; but, if they are to accom-
plish anything worth while, they
must have the co-operation of the
public. This is my reason for writing
these few parting words, and to Dbe-
successors every pos-

} can be given

apeak for
sible assistance th
—
THE PUBLIC’S DUTY
he Mayvor and Councillors
often get blamed for what they do,
as well as for what they do not do,
Lut so mucli blame is not the best
+hing. There is need and room for
more mutual understanding between

my

them.

very

field tham

because
welfare
step in

the public and the Council,

all are equal partners in the
of the community, and every
advance is as much for the City as|
for the Council. It is guite natural
for citizens to oppose taxation, and
to resent the appeals of the collect-
ors, and to think that the rates are
too high; but, whether these things
be so or not, the Council and their
representatives are but agents in the
situation, and all they can do is to
administer the laws placed in their
hands and collect the taxes according
to the rates as based upon the Ap-
praisement and ratified by the Court
of Revision. The collection of taxes
has a great many unpleasant features
about it, and the question of arrears

‘ly all my

cause there is much misunderstand-

ling as to the duties and privileges of
lth(\, Members, and a meagre

under-
standing es to their rights. A Mayor
or Coancillor, as I. have learned it,
can hardly call himself his own. He

is interviewed at his home, he is in-

terviewed at his business, he is but-
tonholed on the stréet, and it is the
same at the City Hall. During my
five months as Mayor, [ devoted neai-
leisure to the duties of the
cffice, and have been at the City Hall
daily. I have studied out the gitu-
ation, so that I might know what
hours would suit the publi¢ for in-
terviews at the Mayor’s Oifice, and,
having been there in the forenoons
and afterncons and all hours, I have

| and necessary.

}ﬂs are demanding immediate atten-
| tien; and. while they cannot hope to
) carry out ALL the recommendau)om
| of their predecessors as published in

tlre lasi report of the Couneil, they
will, no doubt, see their way clear to
deal with thosewwhich are essentlal

o

| g
| A FEW ES SE\TIAL T}"WGS AC-
l

Q‘OM[’LI.S}[ED PURING MY TERM
OF OEFICL.

During my term, of office as Mayor,
I endeavoured to acéomplish a  few
small things in the line of direct civic
improvements. |1 had given two years
to, the mepuration of the  Charter,
and had waited another five ~years
for it te be adopted, and Ex-Mayor
(.osllng had devpted much time 6 to
direct Charter work. On my assump-
tiom, of office, I decided that the Char-
ters ‘had received . attention enough,
and that the City, Whiagg in my estim-
ation, is. grgater than the - Charter,
should receive more direct and im-
mediate attention. I, therefore, Ilaid
the following matters before the new
{ Commission, and they - gave - me K a
free hand to carry them out—and I
did so. I did.not even have a Com-
nittee. - My experience for long years
i in societies and churches has taught
me that, while I had to wait for a
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of the United States Representation.

and SENATOR UNDERWOOD

has been one of the principal burdens
the Council in the past. Thesek
the duties which amake Council ¢
unpleasant, and which intensify

responsibility- of the office. Con-

conditions, we
assistance be given
the incoming Council, and that the
public bear in mind that, while the
Council may seem exact ard some-
times prassing, and apparently severe,
what is being done is. not for the
Lanefit of the Council—{rom an in-
dividual standpoint—but is for the
good of the Municipality, and, there-
fore, for the common good of the City.

ON THE JOB ALWAYS
From my vears.of experiencz at the
City Hall, I have learned that Coun-
cillors—both offieially and personally
——have too much expected of thnem,
and that the reason for this is be-

of
are
life
the
sidering these
ask that every

again |

Fcome to the
! John's should have a

conclusion - that St.
Mayor who
sheuld give all his time to the office.
But this cannot be, for a while at
least, and so I wish to say that the

fhours which seem to suit the public

interviews are noon hours
afternoon.

hest for

and late

As ulready stated, the burden of
the Council is that of finances; hence
it is gratifying to note that the gen-
tlemen who compose the new Board
are all successful men from a busi-
ness standpoint. The Mayor-eleet
has been successful, and his Board
have the same proud distinction. This
speaks well for the personnel of the
new Council, and it is only natural
to supnose that the men who were
successful in business and who suc-
cessfuily competed in the industrial
und commercial world will be equally

committee to meet and finally report,
and then for the main body to adopt,
the chance to accomplish the object
in view was lost; so I learned to do
things anu not waste too much time
in what is commonly‘ called
Tape."” : ;
Thus on taking office we at once
decided tc build Mullins® Bridge in the
West End cf the City, and it is agreed
that it was a useful and much needed
improvement. We also laid concrete
sidewalk in front of the City ‘Ha!l, and
are pleqsed to say that broperty hold-
ers in the yicinity co-operated wnh
;us. and had their ~ sidewalks done
{ alse; and it is hoped‘ that others will
| follow. As our, readers are aware,
[ihe Council pays half the expense of
| concrete sidewalks, curbs and gutters.
I\Ve at cnee. interviewed. the ‘Govern-
‘ment in the matter of' remioving the
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Fire Hall at the South Side, and we
have 3uceceeded, and the Department
of Public Works will dispose of the
building at public auction at an early
date.
moved seven years ago, but, at the
time, we were too busy on the Board
to give it attention. We imquiatery
bad the shed at the east of the G,P.O.
demolished which, for threé years,
was a standing reproach to Water
Street. We also widened Lime St.,
a measure which should have been
adopted ten years ago. We improved
the City offices, and renovated the
Hall, and brought it up to date for
the convenience of the public and the
health of the staff. We succeeded in
getting the Government to improve
the entry to the gate of the General
Hospitgl, and are negotiating with St.
"Thomas’ Parish to have Military Road
widened in that locality. We also
installed a large number of Ilights,
and have opened up correspondence
to have Newman’s shed on Water St
removed, as well as removing.the so-
called Fish Market at Baird’s Cove,
thereby: greatly improving that splen-
did square, to the satisfaction of the
public and trade generally. These
are a few of the small things that I
undertook with the permission of ihe
Board, and personally carried .out,
and gave my time to. Of the larger
work of road widening and tmprove-
ments we shall not speak, but we
have tried to do our best. These are
minor improvements, it is true, and
there are many more to be adopted,
and it is hoped that our successors
will follcw out these things, and if
they cannct accomplish great things

1 tried to get this building re-

Fthe City Hall

NOTHERL MOVE CHLD'S OWELS
WITH “CALFORNA FI YA

Hurrvy mother! Even a sick child
loves -the “ruity” taste of ‘“‘California
Fig Syrup” and it never fails to open
the bowels. A teaspoonful today may
prevent u sick child tomorrow. If
constipated, bilious, feverish, fretful,
has cold, colic, or if stomach is sour,
tongue coated, breath bad, remember

a good cleansing of the little bowels
is often all that is necessary.

Agsk your druggist for genuine
“California Fig Syrup” which has
directions for babies and children of
all ages printed on bottle. Mother!
You must say “California’” or yon
may get an imitation fig syrup.
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they wilt Be able to ‘accomplish the
legser. In gddition te the abeove, it
may be fairly stated that T was largely
'instrulx'lt}ntal in averting the long-
shoremen’s strike.

A BUSY TIME DURING MY TERM

OF OFFICE.

term of office at the City Hall
very busy one, and one which
the energies of @ the entire
staff.  This was due to it being the
year of the Triennial Appraisement,
and also of the Election; and the
Ceurt of Revision—both of Voters’
Lists and Property—was being held at
This was all intensi-
fied by the fact that the Charter was
late in passing, and that the election
had to be held not later than the 15th
day of December. Seeing the possi-
bility of confusion, I interviewed the
Premier, as to the advisability of

Our
was a
taxed

posiponing the election until March,
but found that it could not be done as

"it would require an Act of Parliament

to alter the date. We therefore con-
 sulted with Mr. Doyle—who was after-
ward commissioned by the Colonial
Secretary as Returning Officer, in: re-
gard to the enumeration and the: pos-
sibility . of carrying out thie election.
He at once stated it was almost im-
-possible to de so, as there were but
two monihs and a half to prepare the
lists, and that they would require at
ieast twice that time. The Election,
however, had to take place, and Mr.
Doyle undertook the work, as he had
so often done before. We gave him
extra help and, by mutual counszl, we
agreed that, by working until midnight
for some three months, the election
could e arranged. This will explain
to the public the cause of some of the
confusion which arose. - Seeing the
possibility cf irregularities, the Sec-
retary, Mr. Mahony, had prepared at
the Office seven hundred certificates,
all of which were issued with an ad-
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And a Cough Mixture com-
bined, is Creophos. It cures
not only the cough, but the
cause of the cough and as
a first class tonic as well.
If you want to get rid of that
hard cough, get a bottle of
Creophos.
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Large bottle. . ..$1.20
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T Mcfdurdo & Co.,
Y Limized .

Cheinists since, 1823.
Water Street; St. John's.
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mas Presents

Watches, Bracelets,

Rings, Brooches, Hat

Pins, Tie Pins, Cuff Lmks Watch Chains and

FOba, Ear Rmos Thimbles, Pendants and Chains,
Sterling Silver Vases Cigarette Cases, Manicure

Sets, Toilct Sets.

The above are a few suggestions for you for

Xmas.

We have the most complete and up-to-date
stock of Jewellery and Silverware in the city.

—~——n

ROPER & THOMPSON,

Watchermakers and Yewellers.

Phone 375.

258 Water St.

Y WHITE HOUSR!
SHOES |

MARNR

- BEANS QUAMSEL

Men's Box Calf Laced Boots, only .
Men's Dark Tan Laced Boots, \thh Rubber Heels) only .

Men’s Black Laced Boots, (English Last), only .
(The young man’s Boot with the pointed toe).

All Goodye ar Weited.

Smallwood Offers 3 Big Specials

FOR MEN

Prices only $6.00, §7.00 and $8.00

Mail Orders Receive Prompt Attention.

F. SMIALLWOOD,

THE HOME OF GOOD SHOES.

218 and 220 Water Street.
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v .. .. ..$7.00 per pair
.$8.00 per pair
. .$6.00 per pair
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