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THE LEADER, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST

14, 1907.

TELEPHONES,

~ AUDITORS AND

TAXATION

SASKATCHEWAN MUNICIPAL CON-
VENTION TAKE UP MANY
SUBJECTS OF INTEREST

Municipal Experts Discuss Govern-
of Municipal
Bonds—Motion to Abolish Income
Tax Fails to Find a Seconder—
Premier Scott Sends Address to
Convention on the Growth of In-
terest in Public Affairs—A -Speech

by Francis Dagger- '

—

ment Guarantee

From Wednesday’s Morning Leader

A message from the Premier and an
address by the government telephone
expert marked the business of the an-
nual convention of the union of Sas-
katchewan Municipalitiés. The city
hall was the rendezvous and yesterday
morning the first session took place
there. -Not many delegates attended,
but in several letters of apology for
absence the writers explained that
events at home or other prior en-
gagements kept them away. There
were present: P. McAra, Jr., (presi-
dent), mayor J. W. Smith, W. S. Ball,
W. D. Cowan, 'W. P. Gillespie, L. L.
Kramer, L. T. McDonald, F. X.
Kusch, W. A. Thomson, and city
clerk J. Kelso Hunter, Regina; coun-
cillor J. H. Sissons, town clerk W. H.
Stewart, Rouleau; mayor R. 8. Cook,
alderman G. Baker, Prince Albert;
mayor J. A. Gregory, North Battle-
ford; alderman H. Bradbrook and
town clerk R. H. Lock, Yorkton.

Mayoral Address of Welcome,

After the registration of delegates,
mayor Smith delivered the address of
civic welcome. He enlarged upon the
importance of the work which the
Union had set itself to do, in the
formative period of a young province.
The foundations were being laid, and
the future of the country would de-
pend somewhat upon the work of the
gathering and of similar gatherings
in the future met to deal with civic
problems. He was pleased to wel-
eome to the city such a representa-
tive body of men, for although owing
%0 the lateness of the trains the mem-
bers were not large, they were elected
%y the votes of the people and had
come up &gainst the practical side
of civic politics and civic govern-
men.t.&, The _‘@ r expressed. regret
that the city ‘halliwas not yet, m‘gy 2]

or use, but” e‘"md'éhiit‘ ’4( “the
convention met in Regina next year,
as the city invited it to do, the build-
ing would be in such a condition_ as
would enable them to entertain thé
delegates much better than on. the
present occasion. It was fitting that
the meeting should be held at the
geat of government, since they had to
do with legiglation regarding civic
problems. Because they could be in
touch with the government, and on
that ‘aceount -deal more satisfactorily
with the questions which came before
them ,as well as for other reasons, he
extended a hearty invitation to them
to meet here again next year. =

Those who had not visited the city
for two or three years, the mayor con-
tinued, <could Dbest appreciate the
strides the city had made. But they
could all understand the character of
the buildings which were in course of
erection, such as the city and fire
halls and the post office. The schools,
to0, were an evidence of Regina’'s
growth. Last year one fwas erected

4 'Whatever

.and 16th inst. 7
in .vi.e“wd of the fact that the Froxs Saskatchewan and seven from Alberta
Finact“aled s ﬁﬂgﬁeg&%& respectively, and in the Senate six

tion adtoophat v‘e‘ovndeljlog itted to them from each province. An
i NabiR i ’| within fiye years from six to prac-

‘this Union before-being dealt with, it
'might be considered advisable to Tre-

"y G. Harvey, mayor of Dauphin, and

They must try to dis-
pel that wrong -impression. They
must have cheap money - to develop
the country, and a standing by which
they could reach the financiers of the
world. The only solution he saw was
that the bonds of the municipality
should have some kind of a'guaran-
tee by the government up to a certain
percentage of the assessment. - This
would place them on a par with other
gecurities, and they would be able to
place them before the financiers of
the world, and get the money they
required to meet the development go-
ing on, If anything should happen
to check thé development of Regina
it would redound on the whole coun-
try and be a check to the whole coun-
try. Therefore united action was
needed on this question.

The Year’s Work

The president -presented a sum-
mary of the work done since the in=
augural convention. He remarked
that owing to the provincial govern-
ment having appointed a commission
to go into the whole question of mun-

icipal government the work of the ex-
ecutive was somewhat limited until
such time as the report of the com-
mission had been printed, and an op-
portunity afforded ito study  the dif-
ferent recommendations it contained:
assistance  possible was
‘rendered possible was rendered by
the secretary, Mr. Hunter, and the
speaker, who attended the sittings of
this commission at Regina.

The esecutive had been of some
assistance to the Canadian Union ot
Municipalities in connection with de-
tails re the Bell Telephone Co., and
they had also joined in protest with
the same Union im connection with
the bill presented at Ottawa for radi-
al railway privileges, because the bill
threatened the principle adopted bY
the Union at its last convenfion, to
‘the effect that municipalities should
have full control of their streets and
roads. This joint action resulted in
a satisfactory explanation of the bill,
and the assurance of the Premier, Sir
4Wilfrid Laurier, and the Minister ot
Railways, that in this particular mu-
nicipalities would be protected.

The execufive had dealth with the
following matters, which were left
with them to deal with. 1. The Ca-
.nadian Municipal Journal was select-
ed as the official organ. As to
the basT™s on which the Union shoifid
affiliate with the Canadian Union,
he decision arrived at was that 2b
per ceat. of the total .collected shoula
be paid in to the Canadian Union,
apd that this Union- should have at
least two members on the Canadiail
Executive Beard. Hisown name ap-

rs as 1st vicé-president, aiong
with that of ex-Mayor ‘White, of Mo00-
somin as 2nd vice-president. He ask-
ed the approval of the Convention ot
the nomination of ex-Mayor White as

the situation.

their delegate to attend the annual|?

convention. of the Union of Canadian
Municipalities to be held at the Twin
Cities of Fort William and Port Ar-
thur on the 12th, 13th, 14th, 1sth

asking that all measures &1 g the
rights and privilgzes of
ties be submitted to the secretary of

affirm the attitude of the Union on
this particular question.

In closing, the president supmitted
that the year had not gone past al-
together barren of results to the mu-
nicipalities of the Province. He dck-
nowledged the receipt of a work en-
titled “Public Utilities in Canada,” by

bore tribute to the goed done: for the
municipalities of Canada by The Ca-
nadian Municipal Journal and the
Western Municipal News.

Financial Statement

The statement of accounts showed
the receipts of $168, the expenditure
of $19.25, and a balance in hand "ot
$148.75. The annual subscriptions
included $16 from Regina, $12 from
Moose Jaw and $10 each from York-
ton, Saskatoon, Qu’Appelle, White-

ought to be able to raise money with-
out difficulty. 1

Other matters having been toucheu
upop the meeting was adjourned.

Premier Scott’s Encouraging
Message

To the delegates’ great regret an
attack of asthma prevented the rre-
mier from attending the arterfioon
session, but in his absence 2a short
paper written by him, expressing w.e
government’s approval of the objects
of the Union, was read by the Attor-
ney General. It was as follows:

. Gentlemen: Nothing is further
from my .intention than to attempt
any discussion of methods of taxa-
tion, the advantages or durability of
particular kinds of street paving,
whether government of cities and
towns by commision or by the more
usual method of elected council, is
the better plan, or projects for beaut-
ifying cities—before a body of men
who have gained insight into these
questions of civic administration by
hard practice, and who would not be
further enlightened by anything that
I know about these subjects or any-
thing which I could say.

My single purpose in agreeing to
come. before you at all was because
by coming I thought I could best
show my appreciation of your _gtour-
tegy in giving me the invitatien ' to
come, -and 'to show by the deed of
coming rather than by ~ words the
fact that the government of this new
province appreciates your organiza-
tion and wishes to work hand in
hand with you for the good of the
province. ;

We view your organization——the
fact that men widely scattered over
the great area of an immense pro-
vince, men with business and many
cares of their own, show a willing-
ness to sacrifice time and money to
help work out civic problems as you
are doing, we view your organiza-
tion as evidence of the existence
within Saskatchewan of a growing
public spirit whieh is not only admir-
able in itself but which is an assur-
ance that in a public sense Saskat-
chewan is going to make the most of
her splendid opportunitles.

It is only the development and
maintenance of healthy and active
public spirit in the province that can
produce and equip a sufficient num-
ber of the right kind of men for the
public work that such a rapidly
growing province requires the men
to be sent to parliament, to the legis-
lature—the army of men needed to
do the work of government in cities,
towns and villages, and in the rural
municipalities. Only three years 880
the country now comprised in Alberta
and Saskatchewan was represented at
Ottawa by only six men—~four in the
Commons and two in the Senate. In
1904 fourteen men had to be found
for this purpose—ien in the Com-
mons and four in the Senate. Within
couple of years from now at the
longest, according to the population
as found in 1906, and according to
the Redistribution Act passed at Ot-
tawa this year, no less than 29 men
will be needed for dur representation
at Ottawa; in the Commons ten from

increase

tically five times.six i% striking o
ough evidence of this country’ ra
growth. -

"It legislatures grew at the same
rate each of ' these new provinces
might expect its legislature to con-
sist of 756 or 80 members, ‘because the
Territorial House five years ago held
thirty-five members. But there
has necessarily been growth of leg-
islatures too. The area in question
has two houses with total member-
ship of 60, in comparison with the
one house with its 35 members three
years ago and within another three
years an addition of at least ten
members to eacn legislature
will  be advisable. There were
three ~members of ' the executive
of the Territories 'three years ago.
The same area has now eight execu-
tive members, and even this number
finds its time taxed to maintain even
a speaking acquaintance with the lo-
cal districts in which the work lies
and with conditions that they ought
to be intimately eonversant with, so
extraordinarily rapid is the present

ture ‘regarding which the Municipal
Union, if it fulfills its possibilities,
cannot fail to be of immense public
value. 1 make mo reference to the
more immediate objects for which
you have organized, that is to say,
to the discussion and solution of the
many details and problems of town
and city government which are al-
ready demanding attention and which
in- our rapidly growing towns and
cities will be constantly arising.

Mr. Lamont went on to say that he
thought the-Province was very fortu-
nate, at the time when the govern-
ment was endeavoring to solve the
telephone problem, and ascertain The
advantages and disadvantages of va-
rious systems, in having the advice oL
an expert, Mr. Dagger, in being able
to write him to consult with and ob-
tain the opinion of men connected
with municipal government in several
cities and towns of the Province, for
by this means he would gain more
accurate knowledge of local condi-
tions than perhapg, he could obtain
in any ciher way.

The president thanked Mr. Lamont

for his presence and Mr. Scott for his
message.
- Mr. McAra was appointed a dele-
gate from Saskatchewan to the com-
ing convention of -Canadian munici-
palities at Fort William and Port
Arthur.

The Taxation of Banks

Messrs. Cooke and Gregory submit-
ted:—“That the Provincial govern:
ment be requested to provide in the
new Municipal Act for the proper as-
gsessing by the municipality of all
bankin, loan and financial institut-
fons.” Mr. Cook explained that the
object of the motion was to ask the

doubt the right of municipalities to
assess banks in the same way as they
assessed other business concerns.

Mr. Smith said that under the char-
ter Regina had power to assess cOr-

passed at the last session of the Leg-
islature left doubt as to the extent of
its scope. He did not think the local
Legislature had the power to take
away a source of income from the mu-
nicipality. In any case the situation
should be cleared.
The motion was carried.

Government Inspection Wanted

Messrs. Cooke and Baker submitted
the resolution following: “That the
Piovincial government be reuested to
have a rigid inspection made from
time to time of slaughter houses in
order to protect the public health.”

Mr. 8all thought the motion was
all right so far as it went, but it
ought to include dairies.

With this addition the
was carried.

Another proposal came from Prince
Albert: “That the Provincial govern-
ment be asked to appoint an official
auditor, whose duty it shall be to in-
troduce a uniform system of book-
keeping, and make a yearly inspection
of the books of all towns and cities.”
The mover of the resolution remarked
that the system it outlined worked
well in Ontario. . The public would
gain confidence, and the effect on
municipal bonds would be favorable.

Mr. Smith held that the adoption
of these proposals 'would give confid-
anoée toRhe 74 s induee
greater care in the audit. He was
not finding fault with local auditors,
but he was satisfied that some of the
audits of the city '‘accounts had not
been so good as they mightihave been.
He strongly favored the appointment
of an -official auditor or auditors to
do the work, and thought that the
saving introduced would more than
compensate the various municipalit-
ies for the expense of -such an office.

The president'questioned whether
any city in the Province had a better
system of bookkeeping than the city
of Regina, and whether the require-
ments of the city would admit of uni-
formity with other places in the mat-
ter of account keeping in its.books.

The resolution was carried.

resolution

Single tax Discussed

legislate for a uniform system of as-
sessment to provide for the assess-
ing of real estate at its actual value,
and improvements at not more than

government to establish beyond a

porations of that kind, but the law|
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wFor breaat “THE PATRIOT"

This is the first >f the famous trilogy

For ltaly:
For God!”

That the government be asked to

READY NOW !

of novels by Antonio Fogazzaro,

companion volume to “THE SAINT,”
the novel that is making history.

Cloth Onlv $1.25
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By Antonio,

Fogazzaro
Author ¢f “The Saint”

a

T
Lead Packels

con

WI.

strongl

THE
L

Paid Up
Capital
$71,200,0

W. M.

TELEPHONES,

(Coutinued f

sires to place itse
jecting to the exc
for the use of tele
Telephone compan
that instead of
with the increase o
iness done by them
ed just as soon
cessitated ar
expenditure, an
ion and Provi
this convent
ment ownershi
Mr. Dagger v
ity afforded him td
tion, because he bd
able him to secure
ing local conditiog
of much assistancd
the problem whi
had intrusted  hing
the best methou
people of the pro
telephone service
and moreover ong
out to the rural ¢
4ble every farme
fits. It was too e
what was the bes
but he observed
was fortunate in
pany was not a m
vince. According
the directory, tha
subscribers, and
was right ig
other companies 0
vincial charters hi
more than a thous
a greater mileage
lines. Thereforq
would not be in
ing to adopt str
sive methods in a
a gigantic private
did not exist in t
Mr. Dagger clas
concerned with,
(b) local exchan
telephones. He b4
tance lines shoulg
erated by the Go
absolutely control

at a cost of $65,000, and this year|wood, Battleford, North Battleford, 60 per cent.,” was,ithe re -
they had to put up another at nearly | Carnduff, Prince Albert, Maple Ureek, N ,"etc:lfl?uf:;‘f’m“w;‘:mas dve | troduced by Messrs. Cooke. and Bak.
as great expense. Our public works| Estevan, South Qu’Appelle, Indian years ago our parlis.;mentary and leg- er. The mover explained that it was .
are the most up-to-date in the coun-| Head, Moosomin and Lumsden. COm-|iiative representatives all told num- desired to strengthen the hands - of '
try. ‘We have five miles of streets|menting on the position of the society,| pered 41, and at present number 68 the government so as to get as mear ‘ 4
paved, or in. course of paving, and | Mr. Kelso Huater, who submi}ted thef ipace will within a short couple of the single tax‘'as possible. CA DRUG & BOOK CO M PANY
these are features in which we are|statement pointed out that though|vears neeessarily number at least one The convention approved the pro-
equal to any place in the Dominion|only sixteen ‘municipalities had join-| hndred. The mere statement of posals.
of Canada today. We have a splendid | ed the Union, that is nearly double| these items shows very clearly how Moving a resolution in favor of the| §0004668806448390090
water system and an electric light|the number of municipalities repres-| oxceedingly important is the estab- abolition of income tax, Mr. Kelso z
plant of our own. Therefore we wel-| ented at the inaugural convention| jishment of at all events the rudi- Hunter said he thought the .‘tax was
come you to no mean city after all.|held last year. The roll of member-| ments of public spirit, because when unsatisfactory, because by it one only| the goods of the third party found on
jid ; ship was sure to increase @s the towns| ine required men are found and in- got at the income of the man whose| the premises.”” - Messrs. Locke and
Remarks on Municipal Finance {and villages in the Province increas-|gtalled only the beglnning has been | iRcome was known. The only way to Broadbrook were the sponsers of the
s Bt B itoed  the ed, and as the objects of the associa-| made. ‘The British system of govern- tax the lawyer, the doctor, and other| motion.
y ,» Teplying, tion become better known throughout meh whose incom
appreciation of the visiting municl-| tne Provinee. ment requires a constant and active es were not, fixed| pespongibility Without Authority
palities at the welcome given them.

public sentiment. The moment there was by assessing them too high and
They were gathered, he said, for Yhiate Copies of all' the resolutions passed| develops a lack of hearty community compelling the' production of thefa| The Convention rejected the follow-
mutual protection and advancement. by ~Messrs

1'y the convention last year, which af-} of sympathy and alert co-operation books. He did not think that was a|ing motion brought up
They were face to face with the ques- fected both the Dominion and Prov-|{amongst the great public and the rep- very satisfactory way of doing busi-| Bradbrook & Locke: . “That the coun-
tion of financing this great counmtry. incial governments, were forwanded|resentative bodies, that moment our ﬁ;“- If it were possible he would|cil of a municipality should have the
1t required money for development of |10 them and duly acknowledged. No|system Dbegins to fail. t'hie to have no assessment upon any-}authority, either with or without the
this bountry which was not required copies of bills affecting munieipalities| There is the most substantial rea- ntss but real estate and. improve-|submission of a by-law to the rate-|
to develop other countries, and the were received by the secretary trom|son, therefore, why any organization — i ; payers, to guarantee the principal and
castern financiers did not understand either of the governments as request-| such as the Saskatchewan Municlpal Mr. Smith, while belleving onlinterest on bonds, «debentures or mort-
_ ed in the second resolution ' passed|{{nion, which signifies the’ growth ‘of W of senti .nt, and theory that|gages issued by Hhospitals wihich are
: Jast year, notwithstanding that billgipublic spirit, should be looked uUpOD |43, inigle tax Would be the best, Hela|duly ineorporated.” ; ‘
were introduced both in the Provin-|with favor by everyone concerned in toacti it was impracticable as applied] Mr. Smith approved the principle of
clal Legislative Assembly and in the|any capacity with public affairs, and} ties in the Province at the pres-{municipla ~ownership and mainten-}
House of Commons, which affected!the Government of Saskatchewan is ent time. They could not raise en-\ance of hospitals.
'{ | municipalities~ It appears theretore| especially pleased at this juncture ough money by means of it to pay for
| to be necessary for the Uniom~ to|when it s itself confronted with the the expenses of the city. On the theo- C.PR. and Regina Improvements
| watch all bills Introduced into ™ ..c|heavy task of helplug to frame a gen- retical question of the incldence of ;
| Provincial Assembly in order to seeleral municipal system to meet the suoch a tax he held that improvements Unanimous approval Wwas —accorded
‘| that the interests of the municipalit-|special requirements of existing con- should pay a certain amount, but not|the following motion by Mr. Gilles-
fes were safeguarded, and leave to the|ditions In the province, to have the #0 muoh as land values. 8o long as|Plei—
Canadian Tnion the duty of watching |invaluable assistance i radielaniy there was a business tax there should|, That in the opinion of this Conven-
the interests of municipalities as af-|tion in the Work which yow have been be an income tax. tion all rallways operating in this
| fected by Legislation introduced intofgiving and can continue fo give. The resolution was not seconded, |Province should be subject £o taxation ible.
| the Dominion Parliament. From the list of your officers we ob- . : for local improvements in the muniei-
M| Mr 8. Spencer Page, clerk of the|tained a well gualified member for Of Interest to Tax Shirkers palities where they operate, and that
Legislative Assembly, explained later|the commission ‘we appointed to re-] A majority of those who voted with the Dominion Government be request-
in the ‘day that the omission to for- port, especially upon the urban end reference to the following resolution ed to take tlis matter into considera.
ward copies of measures was uninten-|of the municipal problem, and I may |abpproved it:— tion and bring about such legislation {
tional.. : assure you that the government with| “The time for distress of taxes ss wit'ansbie the myphicipaiiiies 14
In reply to a guestion by the 'mayor |8 *high degree of confidence look to should be extended beyond the 30th fmpose - such - taxes. His object in s
of Regina, the president stated that zm“‘ P"m:ltdand ff“:“"eide“be“aﬂms of lg”e‘#be" in each year. (In this f;lii‘c'lﬂfﬁwiﬂtﬁgf Tﬁlumw:;:
or a great-de 3
the date of the convention was settied gr al of inspiration to aid { couiitry most of the taxes are payableé| ;4 gimjlar corporations could not be

| by arrangement with members of the|in the solution’ of problems which !and paid in the fall.) That the time Med
exacutive, 'There was no intention confront the government and legis-|for distraint for taxes be extended for qemiye. to. bear thols, Uropartion of WINNIPEG, MAN
the cost of permanent improvements

that it should conflict with fairs in|lature. (a year and for) three months Dbe- e R
| two of the most important eities or| I bave briefly outlined a phase in|yond the 30th of December in the which affected their property. :
1i%e Province. - 1he pro-ices  added, relation to government and legisla-' year they become one for, distress of Seconding the resolution, Mr. Ball T 5 )
With reference to the appolntment o. : \ ? 2 mentioned that Regina . drained  the [Mittee of this convention be appointed Jculty would bé experienced in getting
Ythe executivé, that he thought it ?lll‘:oushy tgfa asvnmg‘?{li: hich passed |to interview the Hon. Premier and the [cheap money. ‘
, bu not receive | Provincial Treasurer regirding the It seemed to Mr. Gregory that the
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BRITISH COLUMBIA

OKANAGAN FRUIT LANDS

We own ever 5,000 acres of the finest fruit growing land in

B. C., with five miles of Iakg frontage, surveyed .into
. ‘30 acre Ranches, and the ideal townsite, Qkanagan Centre.

-cﬁmte'—r‘inegt on the Continent. Mild and bracing. Espec-
ially favorable to the produdtion of apples, pears, plums, cherries,
peachés and small fruits.” No blizzards. Sunshine in large measure.

Soil~—Rich sandy loam of good depth on ¢lay sub-soil. Easily
worked and free from alkali.

Irrigation.—Means never failing crops. Our complete $100,000
irrigation system guarantees an abundant supply to every ranch.

Tmupomﬁbh.—smamboats make direet connection with the
C. P..R. Gvernment mail and stage route through the property.
Markets.—Foreign and domestic are unlimited and inexhaust-

Overproduction is impossible.

$125 to $150 an acre; quarter cash; balance in one, two and
three years.

FREE TRANSPORTATION TO EVERY PURCHASER

Write or See

MADDOCK BROS.
VERNON,BC, : : :
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The perpetual charm
of fruhniss and crispness
——of daintiness and deli-
ciousness. — is in eyery
box of

Mooney’s
Perfection

Illustrated Booklet

LTD., OWNERS

Cream
Sodas
~—held captive by the
air-tight, moisture-proof .

g:‘hgeo There is l"f'
! best in everything. In .
Biscuis, ite Moowrrs,

Jwould be wise to confine the offices

‘ ff,o—men active in municipal life.

'l tain a loan at less than 7 per cent.’
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1 corporated nntil last March, and it

The Government and Municipal
Finance

In an emsuing discussion, Mr. Sis-
son’s that the governmen.

should be memoralized to come o tue}
u.:igtance of municipalitie and make|

it easier for them to borrow money.

He believed that they ¢ould not ob-|

‘was not in-

| point.

a cent as recompense for the trouble
and expense.

should be forwarded to the railway

Mr. Smith observed that so far from |"P to a certain percen
assisting them with regard to munici- tsessment, on a better
pal improvements, the rallway com- ing and report to this. convention.”

He thought the resolution had arrived when the government had

guestion of placing municipal bonds,

of their as-
cial stand-

got to assist in the development of the

: jon, and that the companfes[€OUntry. There was practically no de.
 {shopld pay for-drainage and paving.

mand for city bonds except at very

uld they be expected to do so; for

i SR great sacrifice, and the ecitie 4
Government Support to Municipal {20t In a position to make “::t m

Loans ‘ B!
It was agreed “That a special com- With a reasonable guarantee, no diffi-

High Commissioners office in London,
Eng., should be used not only for the
giving of good banquets and the
drinking of choice wines, but to place
on the market bonds of western cities
which were little known in England
financial cehtres.

The Provineial Telephone Service

To introduce the subject of tele-
ne ownership and extension, Mr
unter mpnd, “This Convention de-

(OContinued on page 38.)




