| 8o was forewarned. ‘“That 1s not a
| very cheerful reception. It seems to
me that you are becoming old ad
{tJ ‘.peevlsh "

“I am,” be asserted. “Lillian"~

Int “Miss Breed, it you please,” sbg cor-
rlgue B ey

“I’ll call you by a less torm:;d nnnz:
hem: .than that if I Mke,” he fla
By — Rlndolph C know every step that you took while

you were away.”’

ight, 1909, by the WINGN: “Indeed!” she said pleasantly, realis-
e Bo’bb:-ue“i‘n Co.) §|ing for the first time that there was
oo - ¢ some basis ‘for the hints that Blagg

had often given her of a powerful or-
"At the end of the week Lillian went | ganizatjbn of which' be was the head.
back to lonely Forest Lakes. Where Her éalmness angered him. “What-
Kelvin and Rollins and Herbert Rens- | ever of awe I ever had for you is
selaer had helped to enliven the huge | gone” he declared. ‘‘Whatever of re-
empty house and the immense acre- | gpect I ever had for yom is swept
age, It, too, empty except for the |away. Whatever of love I felt is
small army of gaunt and grizsled Jdead, now that I knowsiyou for what
woodsmen, who, with guns slung com- [ you are, now that you have made
fortably in their arms, kept close sen- yourself common”—
try, now there remained but Henry | “Be careful,” she warned him. "“It
Breed and George Blagg and Dr. Zel- | is not safe to talk that way to me.
phan. Zelphan met her first as she | “Safe or unsafe,” he cried, “what
came up on the porch, peering at her fdo I care? I have died a thousana
through his thick glasses with the | deaths in the past week, and I cannot
same curious regard that he would | be fursher harmed.”
have given to a strange and brilliantly “Too bad,” she murmured in mock
colored insect. .Suddenly his. eyes |gympathy. “Deaths among the lower
lighted - as they caught her glance. | grders of the animal kingdom seemed
For an instant these two looked into quite,common last week: They: just
each other's souls. and- Lillian felt | found one poor fool in the Long Is-
her cheeks burning. But in an in- | jand woods this morning. - He looked
stant more she had closed those por- | jjke a workingman. A revolver was
tals of her inmost conscionsness &nd | by his side, but he had not been shot.
\ bestowed upon him a'stdré of-willful | He had been strangled. t's 4 bad
insolence. place down there. Somebody shot at
Lillian stopped for a moment in the | Kelyin there earlier in the week, but-
dim. old library, where Henry Breed |t was a foolish waste of ammunition.
sat in absorbed contemplation, hisold. | Relvin bHfars a charmed life. By the
well thumbed Bible open before him. way, yop have mot yét stated what
“‘Cast abroad the rage of thy |has mafie this alleged tremendous
wrath,'” he solemnly -intoned, * ‘and | change in you.” She looked at him
behold every one that is proud &nd | mockingly, a half smile upon her lips.
abasé him. Look ou every ove that | «Are you daring me?’ he cried, his
is proud and bring him low, and tréad | nervous tension increased to the break-
down the wicked in their place.” ing point by her recital of the failure
As he finished a look of intensé { of his plans, the first news he had re-
malignity overspread his emaciated | ceiveq of it. \
features. The girl was shocked at the «Tell me,” she defied him.
change that had taken place in him | “Have you not made yourse]f Kel-
during her one Week of absence. Yiide wilstreas
“Grandfather,” she said. sweeping He had expected to overwhelm. her
toward him with the quick decision with this, to meet hér indignant de-
that characterized her, “you are nlal, to have to brave her fury.» In-
spending too much time in this stUAY ) gteng ghe let her balf veiled eyes rest

ol room. since there 18 no oneé here cruelly upon him and walked toward
but Zelphan. It is perfectly glorious the door. %
outdeors. The car is still outside. 1| “Yes.” she said.

want you to come and ride with me.” :

She had put her hand upon his shoul- mgf;‘;ﬁg&ﬁ ﬁfoal.oug?gzeaggdl;tnr;c'k-
der, and the touch Seemed-to SIOUME | jlo o9 he would wver:te: o, denth b
him instantly. He gazed at her with sat, and from the stairway theve ﬂolt-
a slow return of his habitually ed'up to his numbedieara a gay little
shrewdexpression. song that Lillian lightly bummed as

“You are looking charming,” he com- i 3
% 2 she tripped dowg to the library.
mented. “Your trip has done you géod. (To be cpittinusd
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Did you see Kelvin?’ There was
eageruness in the question.

“Yes, indeed,” she replied. “He’s ac-
complishing wonders.”

“I kpow,” he said and glanced at &

pile of wireless telegrams strung upon 2
a desk hook that lay at his right hand. g
“He’s. a marvelous young man that

He is the instrument of Providence,

placed in my hands against the day of
chastisement and -purification and of
the new birth.”

“I.don’t know about that,” returhed

Lillian dryly. “I am rather inclined
to think that you are the instrament
in bis hand.”

“The tail cannot wag the dog,” said
Breed, smiling. *The things Kelyvin
aims to do for himself are the thinugs
1 want him to do for my own ends,
and if he ever gets too big for me I'l]
break him as [ wauld any other ef-
ficient but dangerous tool. But tell
me about him.”

“Wait until I run up and get into
something more - comfortable than
these traveling clothes, and then I’ll
go out and drive around through the
park with you and talk.”

Lillian hurried to her apartments,
where she found Elsle White stand-
ing before a photograph of Phillip.
Lilian smiled cruelly as she viewed
this tableau and stood silent until Ei-
sle, ‘feeling her presence in the room,
turned slowly, a2 flush of crimson
mounting to her brow as she met Lil-
lian’s gaze. !

“He's a handsome fellow, isn't he™
Lillian observed carelessly as Elsie be
gan to smooth out her hair,

“Who?’ asked Blsle quletly.

Lilllan glanced sardonically at Hilsi¢
in the glass, but the girl back of ‘her
had her eyes bent steadily upen her.
work. &

“Kelvin,” answered Lilllan. “He'’s
built like an Adonis and muscled like
a young Hercules, but the touch of his
hands, strong as they are, s like vel- |
vet” She was keeping her.cold éyes
now steadily fixed upon those other
eyes veiled beneath their downcast
lids and that cruel smile sat fixedly.
upon her mouth. “His lips”—she lin- %
gered over the item with a relish, still | Polly: i8 a clever parrot; Lokt
watching that pale face—'‘his lips are 1gNNess
cool nnd firm”—the hands busily en- HIS ‘d‘"ce 18 always ‘ood £ ; ‘ e S 8 . ’ F ; ! ke o o 3y R st ta PR Rt itgthv mg
gaged with her black tresses trembled | - / / : » ; e e i Fe! % , PRI
slightly—"but suddeply they are like Ask lum anythmg YOII Wlht ; : W —— G Ny ¢ ; R B v nd ive e of : G | marset. J
gre I think T shm;irry him! Elsie! to— ; : : = s : ' ; ‘ i : BT v : ¢ e S, ‘ makes 1

ot "hurt me dreadfully that time!" @7 . g ‘ : S ¥ ' HiE e ; s A : ¢ i
!]ou are becogﬁng Imow t;ud’ more - He can answer if he would. 3 : f \ 7 : : g S standard ; ce ' ne. ) Sr hande
clumsy every day am afrald that ? 3 TR : . ' i 4 4 y : 4 g 3 i i o 1 : > - >
I shall have to discharge you.” ang;, | Though he often speaks ab- g - ' P X i R ; oI ical: r ) Joth ; s X | Ford rungy
having inflicted all the pain that she " SRS LG ; ¥ : : it i : Wi aid e an - p | the town cf
could, she went ’down thorha]lslnging Sy & ruptly. ’ N < \ i - L5 SESIN , fE : 18 e e ! s To - - : | tlmltrl‘c(:c\\
blithely, A strangeitheating her would : ; : > : ' & ; : i t fa) ny 3 : Y AN
hiive, thought ke siere oy cotbing He is never cross or surly. : UA» A , < ( it "this beantl i - EXPEN patticulars

but’gentleness and guileless joy in her \ 3 ' em- |
i, So he says, asid says em " : ) : % : Fagi ~ : , ! J
She stépped in at Blagg's office. He phatlc. % =S SR L : by - 4 ' ) N v Ay
had heard her coming. He was receiy- - s L il ) - i i HLEIEER Il 1 i S ! by : 3 ;
ing a message at the tfme-and the light “BUY YOUR CHRISTMAS % Ry by _ =i . ) il 'N ¢ ; ' otgvo: S8 : { : ; | 55 Dagg
of the tubes gave to higemacfated face | — » A : : - : A : i 3 ) oL & a m R f

a ghastly wanness. As she entered he PRESENTS EARLY? e : L

only glanced up with smoldering hate. ;

Lillian smiled back in all her witchery ]

at that black look. She knew that she m
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had never heen mnore beautiful than
now. She knew that her beauty was

a perpetual torment to this man and '_“""_"—““_"“"“—"*‘?“‘

in the absence ©f more entertaining |- O hildren . er i1

3;:{ .hl:h had toyeg:ith him as a cat FOR FLETCHER'S j
with a captured and wing brok

bird. R GASTORIA

e aeniis = | Ohildzen Ory

“Not" he answered her, and his vol, FOR FLETCHER'S '
s tnse a0 | CASTORIA
. x;:;aefneom I wish Mym o ; idren cry
“Ob, tut, tut” she said, hngm
though a glitter es™ in j_jo




