
Saint Lawi-ence navigation improveinent.

Improvemenft Upper Canada, and we miglht subnit the subject to that body, with
of the Saint he firm conviction that it vould pronptly et ipon it. But iii

Lawrence. the performance of the duty assigned ns, many interesting facts
connected vith the trade of the country, have been elicited, und
we take leave to mention the following:

The quantity of produce sent to Lower Canada by tic Saint
Lawrence, the past scason, was

Flour,-.-• · •....................3314 barrels,
Ashes,...•......--•••.••. 20014 do.,
Pork and Becf,--• •••...........15743 do.
Corn meal,•..................1875 do.
Whiskey,..............••• 1021 bis.
Butter,.•.••-•• ........•• •• • 27 do. and 858 Kegs.
Lard,.••- •••••••.•••••••••• 245 do. and 955 do.
Wheat,...•••••.••••.•••••280322 bushels.
Rye
Corn •.......... •.......... 4"8
Hogs live and d(ead,-............ 262

Apple& ,...................... 652 barrc1s.
lc. &. &c. &-c. equal in alhta 316023 barrels estimating

220 pounds, to be equal to a barrel of flour.

The quantity of Merchandize brouglht by the Saint Lawrence
to Upper Canada exceeds 8000 tons.

The amount paid for the cartage of these goods at the severat
portages exceeds .£4000, and if no other advantage was ta be at-
tained by the proposed improvement than that of doubg away oilh
the necessity of carfing it would fully justify the expenditure of a
much larger sua than is required to effect it, for it must be re-
membered the losses sustained by delay, breakage and damage to

goods, by carting, amount to more than the sums actually paid
for it.

This however is but a small part of the saving which would
be effected b an improvement of the navigation. It vould ena-
Ie owners of boats to reduce the number of men employed on

them, so that produce could be taken dovn at a reduction of at least

one third if not one half, from the present rates. Taking the bu-
siness of 1830 for data, the account will stand tius.

River transport of-say 300000 bIs.
at 2s. 6d £31500,
off one third,.-.•.•.••••.•••.•••."".12500'

de. do. upwards of 8000 tons 32000
Merchandize -at SOs. per ton.

Off 1s. 9d. per hundred weight,.••••••••••.•••14000

........ 26590

We cannot but believe it is only necessary that these facts
thould be made known to the respective branches of etc Legis a-

ture, and an improvement will be authorised.

The question then arises, on ivhat scale ought the work to be

undertaken ? whether a Steam-boat and, Schooner navigation, or
an improvement for large barges and Duriham boats, by means of

towing paths yc. will be most advisable.

The subject bas already excited a 'considerable discussion, and
deserves to be maturely considercd, and we would gl:tdly leave it

to the decision of the - Legislature without remark ; but it may
perhaps be expected by the coinmittee that we shùuld offer an

opinion on the subject, and -we therefore respectfully suggest some
of the reasons which influence our minds to the conclusion that a

good boat navigaotion will be of most practical benefit to the com-
mercial and agricultural interests of Upper Canada.

It is an admitted fact that "vessels with a light draft of water,
of great lengtb and breadthI, In proportion to their depth, have a

decided advantage in river navigation over vessels adapted to the

ocean."-This remark was made (by the - celebrated Brindley,)
with reference to the tide rivers ; and will certainly hIold good
when applied to the Saint Lawrence, where, in the upward navi-

gation we have strong current to contend with.

It is, at least, doubtful how far Steam vessels could be profit-

abiy used. in carrying freight below Prescott, in as much as they
must'necesarily be built to draw very litte water, and the current
is too strong to admit of their being advantageously used for tow-
ing above Cornwall.

Vessels drawing mare than four or five feet water cannae
pafel descend the river unless we abandon'il at the severalha-
pids,laud deepen-the bed, la many places,, toa acomplisi which
very great expense must be incurred.

Cheapness, expedition, and.safety• are the. objects to be at-
tained,and ye feel confident the boat improvement wilî best se-
cure thema.

Should the work be authorised by theLegislature ate its ap
proaching session, it is believed the whole may be put under con-
tract in May next, and completed in twelve months.

Having no reason to believe)the Lachine canal will soon be
eniarged, the Lakes Saint Francois and Saint Louis b ing of very
difficult;navigation (ifalal praticable)for large craft, and havng
réason to belheve thre .ommissioners apponted' hy pae~irlimment
of'LeérCanada<to superintend thée:survey, and'report: upon.a
pian forimproving ti'n"av'ig'ati'o :betiweet " two*Iak's.iill e-

cnnud ityreasc toîvin'p ths[8 c nin e acant e nisént
y advisethic larger scaéi, however desirabl it May appear in pros.

pective, more especially as thèthigation of riner bytéli Irger
elaso f vsselsntsed(on 1ke tOntarioiswholly impracticable.
For the information fofthe committe. we. begleavaltot aunex to

this report a copy of the act of the parliamentt of Lower Canada
under which the commz issioners above reCerred to are now proceed-
ing.

By the munificience of the ]3ritish gòvernment, the Rideau
canal is nuow fr advanced towards completion, a workc admniredly
adapted to the purposes for which it was designed, and whieb, in
Ihe e% cut of war, must prove eminently useful ; but tiat the Saint

Lawrence with a little improvement; will answver best for comner-
cial pupposes, we think will not be <sustioned, when thlu#simpln
facts are taken into consideration, thiat the route by the Rideau is
54 miles longer, and lins S50feet more lockage thaithe Saint Lw-
rIiace, and that the navigation of the latter is open some weeks ear-
lier in the spring, and later in the fall thon hie Rideau and Otta-
w T The passage of the locks ale ou the Rideau canal, w
are informed, will ordinarily require twelve lhours for any vessel.

We have it in our power to state from documents iil our pos-
bessio-î the highly gratifying fact thit the tradoun iMe Saint 1lw--
rence as doubled siice 1820. A ndnow that the Wellandý canal is
opened, and bulky articles of produce will beär transport from the
siiores of Lake Erie and Lake Huron, it is but reasonable ta anti
cipate an increaQe in a much greater ratio, in future.

Although we may already have justly incurred thecharge of
prolixity, the very great importance of the pruposed. improvement
must be our apology for urging upon the consideration of tlte com-
inittee the necessity of united exertion to bringit'about. The ad-
vantages to be derived fromn it vill be felt by ail classes'of thc com-
munity, and that immediately the work is md rtiken.

We wil only instance tie article of wlheat, of wlhich nearly
300,000 bushels have been sent to market the past season, at an ex.
pense of nine pence per bushel.

Say 300,000bushelsat 9d. • • •....
The improvement made, it can be transported at

6d. per bushel,...•.•.••...•.•••.••. 7,500

Savmg - 3,5

Here we have a saving of three thousand seven hundred and
fifty pounds on this single article :-more than sufficient to pay the
interest of the sun required, and by which every farmer wlho
bas a hundred bushels hvieat to sell, gainsfie dullars,' to say noth-
ing of what he saves by purchasing his iron.and other necessories
at a much cheaper rate.

Our estimate of the saving whichlovuld bc realised to the
country from the proposed improvemerit is founded ïipon the sup-
position thatno larger boats than those now enployed vill be
used ; but if a corresponding iniprovement is made in Lower Cana-
da, (which we have every reason to expect,' barges enrrying 800
to 00 barrels, co'îld be profitably used, uvhich would exrable for
warders to transport stares and otier lumber much cheaperthan
they are now rafted; the delay and risk now soaruinous,'would be
avoided, and the business on the river increased ta an ali"ost un-
limited extent.

ie oniy add, that if it were certain, tiiat in àrà*ý,are an -
provement on a larger scale would be called for, it would be good
economy to make tie one proposed, as the saving in two years syill
more than pay the expense cf the work.

Respectfuilly submitted.

(Signed,) W. L. WITI1NG
To (Signed,) GEORGE CRAWFORD

jo s Jors, Esq.

Chairmen of committee
&c. &ec. &c.

Messr. WH: îx an
CaÂwPolnD

GEN O EN

in pursuance cf the instruction contaiied :in your letter
dated 13tlh NovCmber, 1830. I have, in company with Mr. George
Keefer, Junr. Assistant Engineer, completedý an czamimation and
survey of the river Saint Lawrence, from Cornwall toAPrescott,
with avieiv tathe improvement of the navigation, ether for Steak
boats draving cigit feet wat.r, or for,Durliam boots of-4.feet draft
of vater.

The folloving report, together with the accompanying plans
&c. are respectfully submitted

First, for 'boatsdraiving four fect water,romCornwall to
Mill Roche, a distance of six miles antl twenty-fouir chains, there
will be little difficuilty in forminga canvenient towing path along
the bank of th, river, Nwith the exception of afewv places where
it will be necessary to erecttowig path bridges.

are r, quantity of 'loose stonue t be rem edtfrom the.
nl,' ea mal 'shols' ta be dèpenìdfi an i rtite cet

around Frenh's snft' '< ,' ' , ,

Generallyth togvin path may berred byevelling h r
retii t i i d o e a t erreguariiesin ceground, ý lîtpo~ heërier' barik aate'

Points it wil brecsar to,descend ta the wùaters rdge,'.Ivherc by
arrangng tthestone eVry'vere ng e re, orby->
ng one course of ti nd analeveltn té', eartli ntone andgrave

ag"1nat itsa go th b m e A n pintsveregoo fla 1aV;-'e.
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