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S limeell bath done it ”— Precious, precious
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bable results of the political campsign, or
| the price of corn or pumpkins. Ooe man
: | has an eye full of sparkles. He doa’t be-
done it” all—O how (hose  lieve in preaching politics at all, at all.—
No; but he is preaching them Limself, to his
neighbors, in front of the charch, on the
| Sabbath day, and with a soul bubblirg over
Fosell bath | with excitement. Not so with the man of
e who prayer. He has his views of politics, and
bonght. | corn ; but he keeps them to their place, and
| has reverence for the sanctuary, and for the

sanctity of the Lord’s day.
He is a man of religious reading. Go
aneeded sorrow will he send, | over there to his house. Do you see that
this wandering heart no, more to | cOPy of the weekly Advocate there? and
| that of the Missionary and Sunday School
Advocate? and may be, also, that of the Re-
« itimseli bath done it.” —Yes, although severe | pository, or the Quarterly ? He takes these,

: and bitter be the cup, | and pays for them, and reads them. His
| neighbor, brother Always-in-Trouble, don’t
take any Church or any religious paper.—
He is a subscriber to some sheet that open-
ly or secretly laughs at religion and the pro-
tessor of religion. Brother Always-in-
Trouble’s children begin to laugh too, in
tume. They know nothing about the
Chureh their father belongs to—no more, in
fact, than the old gentleman does himself.—
They keep growing up, and they keep grow-
ing worse—he wondering all the while they
are so ignorant and wicious. He used to
take the Advocate once ; but one week, not
many months ago, there was a piece in it
that crossed his views, and he became stirred
up, and wrote to the publishers a little bit
|of a letter, but very significant, “ Stop my
paper!” He finds in his secular paper,
which his boys and girls gloat over many
and many a time, this and that vile slander
on the pure name of the Redeemer; but
does he rebuke the editor thereof, as he did
the one of the religious paper? Not he ; he
could not so offend his party—dear, sacred
party-—as to write, ‘“ Stop my paper!” A
short time since there was a great strife in
wortlrs the Church where brother Always-in-Trou-

o Him ell.” my Brother, | ble belongs. He was at the bottom of it—

Frienils he and his fellow-brethren who did not and
Whase faitbfulness no variation knows ; would not take any of the Church periodi-
Wio, Laving Joved me, loves me pthe enid. cals  In fact, the strife ran so high that he
J got hold of a bundle of Sunday School Ad-
vocates—we state an absolute matter-of-fact
| case, and can give names and places—and
put them into the stove, because they taught
a system of morality different from the mo-
rality of his politics. The man of prayer—
we mean tha man who has a regular lamily
altar, a closet, and a place in Church prayer
meetings—never does such things. He
knows what is going on in the world, religi-
ous as well as secular. He has an eye to
his country ; but an eye also to his God.—
| He has pledged himself also to the service
of the King of kings, and he is not going to
worship Whiskyor crime of any kind.

The man ot prayer dies easy. Having
rerved God aright, when the messenger
comes he has but to gather up his feet and
depart in peace.

* Life’s labor done, as sinks the clay -
Light from Its ioad the spirit flies,
Whi'e earth and heaven combine to rav,
How blest the righteous when he dies '

— Western Chr. Adv.

—
sgimself hath done it

lr.\li}l xXxxviir 15,
« Hmsell Lath

o silence every murmuring
'huuj_' .
dene it—He who loves me best,
my soul with His own blood hath

» Himselt bath done it.”—Can it then be aught |

Tsan {ull of wisdom, full of tenderest love ?

No: one U
To teach
rove.

\ay seeln the .-tr,‘ka-,
‘ own haad (hat holds it, nnd I know
1| vive me grace to drink it meekly up.

e .

Fimself bath done it no arm but His |
« Himsell ‘
Could 'er sustain th earth’s dreary lot ;
while 1 know He's doing all things well)
My heart his loving-kindness questions not,

"_0
Ba

. H.mself bath dine it,”—Ile who searched me |
‘through,
gawhow | clove to earth's insnaring ties ;
And 50 Lie breaks each reed on which my soul
"Joo mach for happiness and joy relies,

« Dimseli hath done it —He would bave me see |
What friends must
,1'\ Ve ° . .
That I uray turn and quench my burniog thirst
At Hig.own tount of crer-licing love.

broken cisterns human

Himself bath done it.” —Then [ fain would say,
“«Tby w:ll in all things evermore be done ;"

Pen thouzh that wiil remove whom best I love,
Wiale Jesus lives I cannot be alone.

Father, Saviour,

in Mg eterual

And wheii,
Iat His feet my crown immortal cast,

presence Llest)

I'll gladly own, with all his ransomed saints,
« Hims-It hath »—all, from first to
last,

done 1t

The HMan of Prayer.

He is a man of In his own fa-
wilv, amone his own friends, in the Chureh,
and in -ociety Lhim, he discovers
mai.y th.ngs not-comporting with his own
. not become feverish or
excied over them.  He feels that he has
inperfectiaghs himself, and, with a  ste@dy
and firm rehiance on God for help, he works
and waits in patience for a better state of
affuirs. )

He is 2 maof zen).  1Tis love and prac-
tice of patience do not make him stupid, or
indifferent (o the progress of truth in the
Over Ziwon's ¢hidness he has shed

tear, anl heart has heaved
mary a sigh; but Le has not stopped with
Looking over the
3 has felt a
yerrning of heart for the salvation of men,

patienea,
around

views ; Lut he doe

eart.

e e

The Witness of the Spirit.

The witness of the Spirit is a thing that
we cannot express; a certain inexpressible
and i o assurance that we are the children of God ;
wal by day being marked with anxiety aud | 8 certain secret manifestation that Gnl bath
sor ‘\‘.\,"-v‘\'.'x.)w men love not the Lord. | received - and put away Olar'alns. No

He is 2 man of benevolent weil-doing.— |qnc knows|it but they that have it. T con-
He loves t6 mot happy as wet-asoshers, and | fess it is'a wondr‘oug thing, and if there
But his religion does | Vere not some Christian did feel it and
not top with hymu-singing and shouting.— | know it, you might beheye there was no
He knows that the wheels of Zion do not such lh{ng; but it is certain that there is a
moe by shoutng. He knows that books | eneration of men that know what tiie seal
an: tracts will not of themselves take wings, of the Lor(.l ls'_huto”', SO .
an. fly to the ignoramt and sinfal. Ie T‘.‘e testimony of the Spirit is ‘mmﬂdlete'

w: that (he winister of the Gospel can | .by his secret !nﬂuence_upon the bcar't.vqulc(-

vithout bread.  His heart, therefore, [ '8 and'calr.mng all. ,d""'""t ?nd dlﬁf‘knce
i< hiand, and his hand takes holdwof CoDCoIDINg D co:ldltlo'n, by l.“s s L L
hia pocket, and be diate power. l‘car. is bamah'ed by a soft
¢ Lord and his l\ll‘ii-’ with libera!- ! whisper ."om the Spirit of God in the heﬂ.rt.;
man of prayer | and tins in such a way that, though the apirit
The | ¢f man is calmed by it, yet it cannot tell

oid s bist T il | how it comes to pass.—.Simen Ford.
‘x)m of 2330 for| God hath been pleased to give us the wit-
liz y Phere was owing some $75 | 1€88 of the Spirit in the way of an imme-
or 90, and «u good many of the hrethren— | diate impression. The Spirit, as a “ Spirit
yourself amonz the rest—were willing for | Of adoption™ testities to the believer’s soul
; [hey knew—and so did | that he belongs to God. As by the * seal-
bhis whole | ing of ihe Spirit,” he stamps his own image
on his children, for the conviction of others,
so, by «the witness of the Spirit,” he testifi-
es to their adoption, for the more immediate
comfort of their own souls. Do not con-
demn the witness of the Spirit merely be-
cause you cannot comprehend it; rather
[ pray to God that you yourself may be His
He does [ children. In this way you niay hope that
| the Spirit will testify of your adoption.—

{
mduy A Ids

bis tears and his sighs.

wold lving in wickedness, he

laborod mightily (berefor—his

many a time shouts.

el stlver in

You may have scen the
e close of +onr bast Conference.
weacher was abioot leaving
1o received his promised s

b to 2o unpad.
you—that the preacher did give ‘
tiwe and strengih to the work, and that he |
*200 or 3:_’7.'»_‘;
anc yet he owed a grocer's biid ot over $50. |
TL: man of priayer came up—you stood way {
of—and showed his biguess of soul by offer- |

to pay the pastor in fuil, if no one else

bac tried hard to live on lus

s 4 man of regular habits.
not£ome to meeting when an extra sermon 7 3
| Chas. Simeon.

s U be preached, or when & big meeting is
gingon; and siay at home, or run off to| “ It lss thfe OIhcedOf t.he Holy Ghost to as-
“me other church, when a poor sermon OI"‘ l_r;: Jus ol our adoption as sons, (o create
Lirtle meeting is itkely to be the order off r,”d"n us: sense of ‘h? paternal love of
e day. - Noj you will find him every Sab- | 0::_ e‘f"?:(“; f’“l:l to g""f us :n e:rue:l of
oruing, every Sabbath night, every | " e;‘x& lng o e“umcfv-' As therelore,
niocht, in the sanctuary. He | W€ are bornagain by the Spirit, and receive
e that 1o 'l‘”“' in his physical man, and from him our regeneration, so we are also
health . he must eat morning, assured by the same Spirit of our adoption,
i h LA . . .
10n, and night, of good, wholesome, vic- T“f‘ "eb?‘;lsf‘(,bslngdf{r)ns, we are alﬁogﬁlfﬂ,
lwals, . : weirs with God and joint heirs wit rist
las, and, making an etfort at analogy, he 0 ]
“elades, and \\‘iw]\' ' (h';‘\l to g.'l‘OWEiyn' his | bY the same Spirit, we have the pledge, or
tual nature, and to have sound spiritual l;t;::\ler l?)e earnest of our inheritance.—
i L ¢ e
*“2lth, he must eat regularly from the table op Learson.

sdny
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' The Baptism of Fire,

14 spiritnal provisions.

He preserves his temper always. Occa-
“oally Le has hieard things from the pulpit|
: “ Ul not suit his previous views, or Mr. Arthur, in' his recently published

b Ile could bave got| work, thus closes a paragraph :
Sdi Siraishiway, ke his brother did, f}N “ Suppose we saw an army sitting down
J¥%ath morning,  He could have gone fur- | before a granite fort, and they told us that
couid have taken his hat, and they intended to batter it down, we might
up from his seat, near the pui- 1 ask them, ‘ How ? They point to a cannon
|

may hap.

clear

¢ have oone.yet turther.
J

waked out of the house.— | hall. Well, but there is no power in that;
L He could | it is heavy, but not more than balf a hun-
'-‘m‘ down on a stump, outside of ““’”«lred. or perb“ps a hundred weight; it all
ardiin his wagon, till ser-|the men in the army hurled it against the

: “ Was over, as one of his neighbors did, | fort they would make no impression. They
e Dut his partoership with | say, ¢ No ; but look at the cannon.’ Well,
not so stroug. Ile rather resists | (here is no power in that. A child may
» 8ad bids flce away. He |ride upon it, a bird may perch in its mouth
- 1 He knows, | —it is a machine, and nothing more. ¢ But
v, line cises out of ten, he is more | jogk at the powder.’ Well, there is no pow-
:';!‘)r)“ ®in the wrong by so d:nng, and, | er in that; a child may spill it, a sparrow
theosg of k_ ost urgently besieges the | may gpeck it. Yet this powerless powder
Ad min | race for help to root out the old ;a“d p(‘werlcss ball, are put into the Powgr.
Helo, ROMLLy ‘ less cannon ; one spark of fire enters it, and
2§ ,,,?l" ';.""": the Sabbath.  S-e, yonder, ! then, in the twinkling of an eye, that pow-
0 (g “x eiinz-house, those half do- | der 1s a flash of lightning, al.xd tba!.ca.nnon
o ip o 0areibey? They are peo- | ball a thunderbolt, which smites as if it had
1:. l:"‘f"*f”’“‘"”"‘mb"rﬂ of the Metho- | been sent from heaven. So it it with our
Preachyy, - b Charch. It is not quite | Church machinery of this day—we bave all
& lime, and they are making the | the instruments for pnlling down

gy : a4
of their 1ongues io_discussiug the pro- | strongholds, and 01 for the baptism of fire I”
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‘Beauty of True Religion.

! There is a beautiful simplicity in true re- |

E ligion commending it to the hearts of all
| men.
| to analyze its truths ; no merit or beaor is
| demanded as a condition for its diviae gifts.
| It is impartial—its blessing are freely prof-
|fered to all, as a divine gratuity. It is
| adapted to the wants of all—to (he nature,
| condition, and relation of man everywhere,
l in all the varied circumstances of his being.
| It refuses a monopoly to any one class of
| the human family. . With a voice from the
l heart of infinite love, it addresscs every one
of the entire race of man in his true chardc-
[ter as fallen from original rectitude and
| glory, his soul a spiritual ruin, and proposes
[ alike to all, one and only one method of re-
covery.
and the beggar, the learned and the unlearn-
ed, must alike find God, reconciled in Christ,
or be lost. Its righteous claims are the
same upon all—requiring the belief of the
truth concerning God in his relation to men.

Justification, of grace through the finish-
ed righteousness of Jesus Christ, and the
transformation of the heart into the moral
likeness of God by the renewing of the Holy
Spirit, are the pledges of infinite bless-
ings—of immortal life and glory, received
by faith in the gospel. Repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,
are the essential elements of the religion
which alone can meet the nature and neces-
sities of our race. Its claims upon our
faith, result from the very corditions of our
present existence. ‘ No man hath seen
God at any time,” and if man will have
anything like religion, it must be to him a
matter of faith. True religion presents no
abstruse difficulties to his understanding.—
It does not require him to measure the eter-
nity of God, to explore the mystery of un-
created self-existence, or the profound mys-
tery of the Trinity, or to comprehend the
divine omnscience and omnipresence. Its
elementary truths are alike intelligible to
the philosopher and peasant, and to both
alike incomprehensible. It claime their un-
doubting faith on infallible evidence—test:-
monies that cannot lie, proclaiming the glo-
rious attributes of the Almighty.

There is a moral beauty in the nature of
this religion, as seen in its influences upon
the mind and heart of man. It is LiGHT
and LOVE combined. It speaks to man as
an intellectual being, pours upon his darken-
ed mind the radiance of heaven, uufolds to
him the majestic perfection of his Maker,
shows him his weakness and ignorance in
his fallen state, reveals to him the origin of
his being and his guilt, the lofty end of his
creation, his relations to God and men,
his destiny and his solemn respoansibility,
and teaches him as the son ot a loving, infi-
nite father, the cheerful duties connected
with the place and relations assigned bim in
his present probationary state. These
truths, though simple aud intelligible to all,
have relations extending through all time
and eternity, high as heaven deeper than
hell, suited in their nature (o waken and di-
cipline intellect while kindling iu hallowed
emotion the best affections of the renewed
heart—relations centering in the cternal
counsels of the divine mind. How pertget-
ly is the religion of the Bible adapted tathe
nature of man as an intellectual being, to his
character as fallen and depraved, to his con-
dition as an ignorant mortal, and yet immor-
tal—on probation for the everlasting retri-
bution that await him.

While thus shedding the light of day
upon the dark enigmas of human life and
the mysteries of providence, these divine re-
velations are seen to be the outgoings of in-
finite love. They unfold to ue the heart of
a loving father, giving his only scn, wearing
the brightness of his own glory, to redeem
us by the wondertul sacrifice of the cross;
holding up before the universe love fui fal-
len map, stronger than death, an superadd-
ing the blessed influences of his Spir.t;
transforming the enlightened sioner into his
own likeness ; conferring upon inim pardon,
justification, immortal life snd glory—=il—
all the gifts of HIS UNMBIITED GRACE'—
No one can receive the infinite boon without
seeing and feeling that true relizion is
LOVE. No one can receive it wiinout exve-
riencing its hallowed powcron hisown heart
—preparing him to manilest the very spirit
of his religion in words and acts of love to-
ward God and men—and especially toward
those who need his sympathy and aid. A
life of cheerful and holy obedience to the
gospel, is but the expression of the princi-
ples and gratitude of the heart, correspond-
ing with the religion which has found in ita
temple and dwelling-place for God. ¢ Pure
religion, and undefiled before God and the
father is this : to visit the fatherless and wi-
dows in their afiliction, and to keep himself
unspotted from the world.”

How sadly is the divine beauty of this re-
ligion marred in the lives of its professors,
by pride, worldliness, self-interest, error, and
prejudice; by the selfish passions which they
bave unbappily mingled and blended in the
aspect of their religious character!— Chr.
Observer.

Ornaments of the Minister's
Home,

We were in the house of a minister not
long ago. It was plainly furnished ; yet
there were, here and there, quite 8 number
of objects of taste and elegance. Seeing his
guests’ attention directed to them, he said:
« These vases on the mantle are from ;
a young man in my copgregation ; that pic-
ture is from , one of my stated hearers ;
those elegantly bound books were given to
Mrs. by the ladies of the charch.” And
thus he went on until his parsonage seemed
to us almost a picture gallery of his eongre-
gation. Nearly every one had some me-
mento on the walls, the mantel, the tables,
or some part of the house. Articles of uti-
lity as well as ornament had come in the
same kind and delightful way. We thought,
as we looked upon the beaming face and
moistened eye of that minister, « Well, these
are streaks of sunshine after all!” and we
wished we could have taken some congrega-
tions that we know of, through that parson-
age.

gl)o you wish to warm the heart of your
minister, to make him more interesting and
eloquent, and to do what you can to bind him
permanently to your church? Go and
place a memento of yourself in his house ;
send him something that shall compel him
daily to think of you and bless you.— South-
ern Chr. Adv.

No recondite philosophy is required |

The rich and the poor, the priuce |

|
|
r

| now evident that the time was drawing near.

that she must yield herself to its grasp.— | of the l.ord, and in his law doth he meditate
| Long.years since she had publicly professed | day and night.

Upon a low couch lay a pale sufferer.—

The Blésséd Man.

,| the acornful. But his delight i in the Law

And he shall be like a tree

to have experienced the sweet and holy in- | planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth

fluence of the Savior’s love, and her life had
| abundantly contirmed the truth of that pro-
But now the way seemed dark,
{and she feared to enter the valley whose
| shadows were already falling around her.— | ed the Uessed man.
| Her disease was one of those which has a|
| tendency to make the sufferer sad and me- | posite parts—negative and positive.
! lancholy ; and with our poor friend there | then there is the result—or there is first the |

fession.

was ever a dread of the final conflict. She
passcd through the waters of death’s deep,
dark river. Said a dear friend to her, when
she was thus expressing her fears, * Sister,
you have been many times near to death;
have you not found the grace of Christ suf-
ficient for you?” O yes,” she quickly re-
plied, “ but | fear that in the last struggle
my strength will fail me.”

The trying hour came at last. Sadly,
tearfully, the loved ones guther around her,
for they know that the deatb-angel is folding
her in his wings. But suddenly the lips
which they had supposed were sealed forever
are parted. The eyes beam with an un-
earthly radiance, as she exclaims, *“ I see!
[see!” « What is it?” said one who was
standing near her; and they bent low that
they might catch the last faint words that
fell from her lips. Again the lips moved,
but no sound was heard. The voice was
hushed in_death.

The friends, too, were silent. A holy
awe came o’er them, for they felt that celes-
tial forms were there; and it seemed as it
they could almost hear the rustling of their
pinions a8 they hovered around the dying
one, invisible, indeed, to mortal eyes, but
seen and known by her who was passing
from time to eternity. But see ! the conflict
is over. The *“last enemy” has been van-
quished, and the brow of the victor beams
with heavenly light. Who can tell the joy
that now fills Ler beart as she sings the song
of victory—victory over sin and death.—
No fear—no sorrow, can enter the hearts of
the redeemed, as they bathe in the glad
ocean of eternal love.

“ Care is not known,
Within the reaims of ceaseless praise and song;
Its tossing billows melt, and break in foam,
Far trom the mansions of the spirit throng.”

Christian, are you * still subject to bon-
dage, through the fear of death?” Does the
Savior now sustain you, and help to bear
the burden of cares and trials, which would
othcrwise cause you to sink? and will he
desert you in the hour of dissalation 7 No;
then take your load of fears; carry them to
the foot of the cross and leave them there.—
Look to calvary’s bleeding victim, and find
that “ rest” which is promised to the heavy
laden. Toil on, then, patiently, calmly, till
life is done ; so shalt thou receive an * abund-
ant entrance into the kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.— Buffalo Christian
Advocate.

Come to Christ.

Have you sins, or have you none ? If you
“have, whither should you go but to the Lamb
ol God, which taketh away the sins of the
world? Have you souls, or nave you none?
If you have, whither should you go but to
the Saviour of souls? Is there a life to
come, or is there not? If there is, whither
should you go butto him, who only hath the
words of eternal life? Is there a wrath to
come, or is there not? If there is, whither
should you go but to him, who only can de-
liver from the wrath to come? And will he
not receive you? If he yielded bimselt into
the bands of them that sought his life, will
he hide himself from those that seek his
wercy ! If he was willing'to be taken by
| the hands of violence, is he not more willing
to be taken by the hands of bith? He that
| died for thy sins, will he cast thee off for thy
linfirmities? O! come, come, come!—I
charge you come’—I beseech you come—
come and he will give you life, Come, and
| he will give you rést. Come, and he will
receive you. Knock, and he will open to
you. Look to him, and he will save you.
Did ever any one come to him for a cure,
and go away without it? Thou wouldst find
something in thyself ; but thou findest no-
thing, but what thou hast reason to be
| ashamed of ; but let not that hinder, but fur-
ther thy coming. Come as thou art ; come
poor, come needy, come naked, come empty,

his heart is free, his arms are open ; ’tis his
joy and crown to receive thee. If thou art

Epigra-m on Prayer,

Smith, and others, contains the following

EPIGRAM ON PRAYER.

Thus to gain beaven may seem an easy task,

For what can be more easy than to ask ?

Yet oft we do by sad experience find,

That, clogged with eart
behind

And some like chaff blown off by every wind.

To kueel is easy, to pronounce not hard,

Then why are some petitioners debarred ?

Hear what an ancient oracle declared :

say,

He's an Elias, who bis prayers can pray.
Reader, remember, when you next repair,
To cburch, or closet, this memoir of prayer.
— Pittsburg Chr. Adv.

from that which is not.— Neander.

feared that she should be overhelmed, as she

come wretched, only come, only believe ;

willing, he never was otherwise.—J. Hason.

The Monitor, published March, 1712-13,
performed by Mr. Tate, Poet Laureate, Mr.

Prayer bigher soars when she most prostrate lies,
And when she supplicates, she storms the skies,

some prayers are left

Some sing their prayers, and some their prayers

The Bible the True Touchstone.

Every where and always we fiod in tra-
dition the antichristian beside the Christian,
as every one must in himself, in his inward
and outward life be conscious of the same
mixture, and what is seen on a small scale
in the life ot every individual Christian, is
seen on a large scale in the life of the whole
Church. We are thus always in danger of
confounding the Christian with the unchris-
tian; what is of the flesh with what is of
the Spirit; if we have not in the Divine
Word which mirrors to us purely the opera-
tions of the Holy Spirit, a trustworthy
source of knowledge, a sure testing princi-
ple, a fixed rule, by which, as in our own
souls, so also in the traditions of the whole
Church, to separate that which is of God

forth his fruit in due season ; his leat also
shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth
shall presper.”

Thaus the pen of inspired truth has describ-
Ps. i. 1-3.
This description has two separate, or op-
And

| character, as known by the actings ot the
| man ; and second, there is the fruit of that
character thus acting, as seen before (rod,
and as it inherits his promise.

1. The negative character of the blesscd
roan. Three things he does not.

1. He does not walk in the counsel of the
ungodly ; i. e. He does not order his deport-
ment or conduct according to their opinions,
desires, precepts, rules, or plans. e hasa
spirit different from their—a feeling diffe-
rent from theirs—an object different from
theirs—and a rule different from theirs. He
will;not abandon all Ais own to walk in theirs;
and he can no more walk according to his
own and theirs, than a man can, at the same
time serve two opposite masters.  The bless-
ed man may not walk in their counsels, or
conduct himsclf according to their desires
and ways, however much they may praise
or condemn, flatter or denounce, plead or
threaten.

2. He does not stand in the way of sinners.
There are certain ways that are the ways of
sinners—that belong only to those who live
in sin—they are ways of transgression and
disobedience of God. The blessed man not
only does not move along in these ways, but
he does not even stand there. He does not
loiter or stand on the dividing line between
good and evil ; he gets away from those prac-
tices that keep him near the path of trans-
gression; he avoids the things aod places
that would expose him to the enticements and
snares that sinners might lay to entrap him.

8. He does not sit in the seat of the scorn-
Sful. i. e. He places himself in no position
where he must be regarded as a scorner of
sacred rnd righteous things. He associates
not with those who mock and scorn at reli-
gion, however witty they may seem, or
however much fascination they may spread
around their scorning. Ile takes no plea-
sure in their course or their object—he
avoids it, and tarns away from it. e can
no more take pleasure in their scorning, or
their fascinating narratives and scenes in
which they mingle it, than an affectionate
and datiful son can take pleasure in a story
or representation that was intended to cari-
cature and insult his beloved and excellent
mother. These then are the negative parts
of the blessed man’s character. 1. Walks
not in the counsel of the ungodly. 2. Stands
not in the way of sinners. 3. Sits not in
the seat of the scornful.

But be is not a merely negative character;;
be also has a positive character. There are
a great many who think all that is necessary
is to be negatively good. i. e. to do no posi-
tive harm. If they do not kill, or steal, or
defraud, or get drunk, or swear, or break
the Sabbath, they think they are doing well
—that there cannot be much wrong in
them. True, very many are not thus nega-
tively good. But even the best of mere ne-
gative goodness is not enough. We must
not only “ cease to do evil,”’ but also ¢ learn
to do well.” If we only do no harm, and
yet do no good, we must cease to be ac-
tive beings and moral agents—must cease
from all real enjoyment,

But the blessed man not only does not re-
ceive positive misery, but has actual enjoy-
ment. Here are two things he does. 1. He
delights in the Law of the Lord!" He has
real pleasure in the existence of that law—
in all the principle and spirit of that law—
in all its commands and in all its prohibitions.
He wouid not fritter it away, or alter it in
the smallest iota. The desire of his heart
is that he and all others may be conformed
to it. He feels that wherever that law shall
be perfectly obeyed, there will be perfect
happiness, and no wkere else Lut there.

But 2d, he meditates in that law. Ile
thinks of all that law requires—all it en-
joins—all it forbids. He compares all his
actions, and purposes with the principles of
the law. He thinks of the way whereby
men that have sinned under that law may
yet be pardoned, justitied, and be conformed
to the law. He sees that Christ is the end
of the law for righteousness to every one
who belives—and be rejoices in the law, and
in the Gospel, and in the wisdom and good-
ness of God, manifest in both. Thus he
thinks of the law, in its spirit—its precepts
—its claims—its origin—its relations—its
uses—its benefits—its extent, its duration,
its unalterable nature, &c. By day and by
night he meditates in the law of the Lord.
It is continually his delight.

8. The fruits, or reealts of such a charac-
ter. The man who has such a charscter,
like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
shall not suffer when beat or drought cometh.
He shall be steadfast, immoveable, abound-
ing in the work of the Lord. Here also
are iwo things declared.

1. His leaf shall not wither, when tribu-
lation or persecution arises—when tempta-
tions or tribulations assail, his graces shall
not wither away and disappear. He will
be full and flourishing in the courts of our
God.

2. He shall bring forth his fruit in his
saason. Here observe. 1. He shall never
be unfruitful—will ever be doing something
to honor (God, and do good to men. 2. What
he does will be done at the proper seasons.
There is a time for every thing, and he will
do whatever he does at the proper time.—
And when there is any thing to be done in
the service of God, however uncertain others
may be, he is at his place and work in sea-
son.

The fruits of such a character are most
blessed. There will be peace with God—

in the heart—a peace that passes uu-
derstanding. He has joy in the law of God
—the law is holy and the joy must be.—
The law is unalterable and imperishable,
and the pleasure must be. His happiness
stands secure. Floods and dames, sickness
or health, life or death cannot shake its sure
foundation “ O Lord of Hosts, blessed is the
man that trusteth in thee.”— Christian Obs.

¢ Blessed is the man that walketh not in
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The Bible in Harmony with
Reason.

The Bible reveals many things which far
transcend all the powers of humun reason
|to comprehend. They not only contain
truths which the unassisted powers of the
Luman mind never could have origimated,
but truths alsc which the profoundest and
most accomplished of men can never in this
world fully uuderstand. As men look iuto
this wonderful and inexhaustible treasury of
truth, the most gifted of them are often
| compelled to exclaim : “ Who can by scarch-
ling find out God? who can find out the Al-
| mighty to perfection " * O, the depths of
the riches Loth of the knowledge and the
[ wisdom of God! How unsearchable are his
[ judzments, and his ways past flnding out "’
!" And at the same time, it is characteristic
| of this divine book, that while it reveals so
| mach that is beyond the powers of reason to
comprehend, it reveals nothing that 1s not in |
| entire harmony with all the dictates of rea-
son. All that the scriptures say about Giod, |
which we owe to our Creator and [
another ; respecting the great ends of our
existence in this world, as well as that which
relates to the immeasurable future ; all that
they prohibit, all that they require, is in |
most perfect harmony with the ~vz_'~_'e.i:|(\ni~
of reason. No person can peruse them with |
seriousness and a mind free from prejudice,
and at the same time harbor the beliet that
they are made up of mere dreams and un-
meaning rhapsodies. No one can study them
without seeing and feeling that they are the
most rational productions that the human
mind ever took cognizance of. Noune ever
yet rose trom their honest and unprejudiced
perusal, from the perusal of them in their
connections, with any disposition to sneer at
them as the product of folly and weakness.
There have been those, and some it must be
confessed, of learning, who have in various
ways sought to bring them into contempt :
but these very persons have, at the same
time, made it their boast that they never
had the patience to read and study them
through in their connections; whereas, it
is the united testimony of a great multitude
of others, with minds no less extensive—of
those too, that have made it their business
to study them all their lives, that they are
the most rational and sensible productions
that the mind ever dwelt upon. When
such minds as those of Sir [saac Newton,
Chalmers, and Brougham ; of Washington,
Franklin aud Webster, bow before this book,
and acknowledge, not only by their language,
but also by their lives, that they regard the
Bible not only as rational, but divine, it is &
plain indication, that so far from being con-
trary to reason, it is in every respect, in
most perfect harmony with its teachings.
And this consideration gives the word of
God great power over the minds and hearts
of men. Whoever reads it as it ought to be
read, cannot but feel that its representations
are reasonable and right. The human con-
science approves of it, and declares that all
its teachings are right. The judgment ap-
vroves of what it teaches, and holds iip the
idea that it should in #ll cases be the ulti-
mate ground of appeal in all matters pertain-
ing to faith and duty, and in this way there
is laid in the very constitution of the human
soul itsel! a foundation for the profoundest
respect for all that it teaches, and a reason
why, upon the mind and Leart of man, it
must always be “ quick and powerful, and
sharper than a two-edged sword.”

The Tide of Grace.

BY THE REV. THOMAS GUTHRIE, D.D,

Let me now urge on you the udvnula\ge
and duty of improving to the utmost every
season of heavenly visitation. There are
seasons more favorable and full of grace
than others.  In this there is nothing sur-
prising, but much that i8 in _harmony with
the common dispensations of Providence.—
Does pot the success of the farmer, seamen,
merchant—of men in many other circum-
stances-—chicfly depend on their seizing op-
portunities which come and go like showers
—which tlow and ebb like the tides of the
occan? The seais notalways full. Twice
a day she deseria her shores, and leaves the
vessels high and diy upon the beach; so
that they who would sail must wait aund
watch, and take the tide ; and larger ships
can only get atloat, or, if atloat, get across
the bar aud into harbor, when, through a
favorable conjunctiou of celestial influences,
the sea swells in stream or spring tides be-
yond her common bounds. The seaman has
s spring-tides; the husbandman has his
spring-time ; and thuse showers, and soft
winds, and sunny hours, on the prompt and
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be frantic enough to rush forward thus on
certain ruin, only to learn the full ¢ <tent of
the desolation and woe into which you are
about wantcnly to throw your own mmmortal
soul! O!man, MAN! hear n when in
God's name 1 bid you pause!  Stay
enough o ook into the awtul gull that yawns
before you ; —you cannot overleap it and
interminable is the fiery tall awaiting you'!
[ see you pause : youare on the very verge
it crumbles already beneath your tread !
Etna, on tirs, were a bed of roses, comipar
ed with that you now look down upon—that
(l('..ﬂl‘oy.ﬂ the {A(u/_!/ s this ruins sowl and .mf.lj
forever! Won't you tarn? “Another step
18 your last ! Won't yuu wrn? O, I beseech
you,—by hiis who died, 1 bescech you, turn!
Go not into  that bed fire ' —cast out ol
your bosum the corroding worm ! Look to
Jesus!  Even from the very Border ot the
pit, look to Jesus—your Savior and your
tfriend : —* 'or as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so | has] the Son
of man [been] lifted up, that wuosoever be
lieveth in him should not perish but have
eternal life. —Southern Christion Advocale.
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The Dfi;nkard’s: Death.

What a spectacle is this!  What a lesson
does it teach! The destruction of man's
corporeal {rume is not pleasant under any
circumstanc.s.  The taking down his “clay
tabernacle,” even when he hopes to enter a
+ building 1ot made with hands,” in the up
per skies, has something melancloly in it
But when we see a mortal stretched upon
his dying couch whose life has been spent
in debauchery and revelry, what is there
connected with him or his, cither past or
present, or 'uture, that does not present the
most horrib'e and forbidding aspect 7 Life
is gone—property wasted—character blasted
—wile and children beggarcd — there he
lies upon his bed of straw, with parched
iips, bloated countenance, and blood-shot
ayes, the very personification of ruin. "Toss
ing upon his hard and comfurtless couch,
panting for breath, and calling for help, but
all in vain.  Death marks him for his vic
tim; and now, it for a while he 13 relicved
from frighttul ghosts and demons whicli
have hitherto haunted his disordered imag
nation, conscience, the sleeploss moyitor,
with redoubled vigor, assaila his still won
scious soul, and brings up before him every
act of his worthless life, to blast all hope,
to plunge lim in decper agony, and /to
hurry his affrighted spirit into the pre
sence of hi- God. How loudly and bit
terly does he complain of himself, of hfe,
of friends, of God. He prays, but it s

lis the angry imprecration of a doomed sp

rit, demanding of his Maker a speedier dis
The wild plare of his
eyes, his restless tossing, his retching hic-
cough, and his deep hollow groans, tell u:
how hard it is for a drunkard to die. ‘The
very presence of once-loved wife and chil-
dren, kindle in his bosom, in advance, the
very fires of hell.  The soothine voice of
merey and the plaintive prayer of the man
of God kneeling by his bedside, but add

charge. reorched

diligent improvement of which the state of
the barn and gravary depends. It the sea-
son of heavenly visitation be improved, who
can tell but it may be with you as with one
well-known to us?  She was a fair encugh |
professor, yet hiad been living a careless god-

less, Christicss life.  She awoke one morn- ’
ing, and most strange and unaccountable,
her waking feeling was a strong desire to |
pray. She wondered. It was early dawn, |
and wbat more natural than that sbe should |

Itttie more sleep, a little more slumber,
little more folding of the hands to sleep 7|

sciousness, suddenly with the brightness and
power of lightning, a thought flashed into

which, if neglected, may never return. She
rose, and flung herself on her knces. The
chamber was changed into a Peniel; and
when the morning sun looked in at her win-
dow, he found her wrestling with God in

came forth that day at the call of Jesus, to
follow Him henceforth, and in her future life
to walk this world with God.

Life's Irritabilities,

What's the use of it ?

ple may say about you, as long as you know

it is not true. ‘Take care of the truth:|
that's your business. All falsehoods go lo,
the bosom of their father, the devil, and

their framers soon follow. So much as wf
falsehoods of you. As to falsehoods 0 you- |
and as to every tale the most remotely pre- |
judicial to another, treat it and the narrator l
with the utmost possible indifference,until you

hear the story of the other party; this only

is just and wise and kind.

say, there 1s time enough—meanwhile *‘a |
a :lmo the Spirit- and to receive it gentence,

prayer ; and like one from a sepulchre, she |

Don’t worry your- |
self to death on account of what other peo- |

fuel to the already raging flame. e calls
for water! water! water! now, he
takes up hic habitation where “one drop ™
will not be allowed him ; bLut, ah ! the eool
draught only adds force to the devouring
fire. Friends gather around to take a last
farewell, and his tremuloas hand 15 extended
to bid them adieu ;—thought the  past

ere

ol
and of the tature send their withering ar-
rows,
his burstiuz heart; and with one strong,
agonizing sicuggle, his ruined soul staggers

barbed with the poizon of death, 10

Pity: compassion, huraanity, wonld let the

As she was sinking back again into uncon- | veil drop lLere, and cover up till the great
| assize the doom of the deluded, misguided

wretch ; but Divine truth has said, “All

her mind, filling her with alarm—this desire | drunkards shall have their portion in the
may have come from God ; this may be the |lake thul_b.nrnmh with fire and brimstone.”
hour of my destiny, this the tide ot salvation, | Spirit of the Age.
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. Sabbath Schools.

The whole church is concerncd the

prosperity of Sabbath schools, even i u se-
1 As they increast, what

[ cular point of view. 1

[is of infinit:ly greater importance, bow-
ledge, goud order and piely, ““"7 m“{"“""
Hence it bicomes every truc lriend ol a
congregatio:i, 83 such, to cucourage thie
stitution by occasionul Visits, by i
suitable booss, which may pass from the
Sabbath-scbool library to a hundred tamilies ;
L P . i - . 2o 0

riating sums of money for inciden

by appropri-+ing =t : J .

al expenses; hy defending the institution
from the attacks of ignorant and wicked
men ; and by earnest prayer to (sod.
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St. Augustine saith, “1f you cheerfully
embrace the divine will in some things, but
in others would rather preter vour own, you
are crooked in heart, and wouid not have
your crooke | inclinations conformi to his up
right intent ons; but, on the contrary, woull
bend his upright will to yours.”




