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GOD’S GUARDIANSHIP.

A SERMON, BY REV. A. W. NICOLSON,
OF WINDSOR.

‘* Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ?
and one of them shall net fall to the ground
without your Father. But the very bairs of
your bead are all numbered. Fear ye not,
therelore, ve are of more value than many spar-
rows.”"—Matt. x. 29-31.

Christ is sending out his disciples. Theirs
is to be a critical mission—** behold "1
tend you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves.” They were to encouuter natures
the opposite of their owa, to mingle with
devouring enemies. To fortify them against
these evils he took them apart—¢: called
unto him his twelve disciples,” and sought
to imbue them with his own filial love and
cenfidence. ** Danger, disease, death, un-
der many forms and in every land ye shall
endure,” was his warning. ** But fear not,
your Father rules the universe, and you are
safe,” was his encouragement.

We can scarcely over-estimate the value
of a good impression made upon a mind
about to meet duty or danger. The regi-
ment that marches to meet the enemy with
colours trailing in the dust and its band
playing some funeral dirge, is already half
conquered. The man who cherishes a
dread apprehension that he will fall amid
the agonies of an approaching ordeal, will
very probably go down under the pressure
of his own fears.

On the other hand, a mind inspired with
unwavering confidence of sufficiency, of su-
periority, of supremacy, will sustain the as-
sailant and nerve his right arm, will stimu-
late the defeated warrior to new wonders of
energy and conquest. Napoleon believed
in fate,—that the bullet was never moulded
which could touch him. Who shall say how
far that blind confidence sustained the man
amid the thunders of battle and changed
thue the destinies of the world? ‘There
are old cities which proudly wear the in-
scription—** Invincible”—over the great
gates leading through their strong environs ;

_and the traveller may read there the secret
of the cities’ immunity from the sacking of
the conqueror.

There is a principle therefore, involved
in this treatment of the disciples by their
Master. Infilling them with His own con-
fidence He was consecrating them to the
honours and rewards of the certain victory.

Any pure inspiration is a help in trouble.
The days of charms, of cabalistic nonsense,
are pagding away. Their slavish, super-
stitious coufidence was never beneficia).
Mauokiud sought them as Saul the Witch of
Endor, under the gloom of God’s absence.
A purer, holier faith is taking possession
of the world. And the force of that faith,—
a faith in what is true and noble and divine,
is ove of the lessons we as a Christian
people are bound to study more and more.

Let Employers look to it. Their ser-

vants should be educated to feel that they
are trusted. When fierce temptation comes
let your young clerk or cash keeper feel
the power of your smiles and confidence.
His soul will go out toward yours saying
** He coufides in me—1I shall not fail him,”
With the first dread of your suspicion will
come a weakening of the youth’s main-
spring of integrity.
" Let every affianced woman look to it,
Each such has at least one life very much
under her moulding influence. The purer
and holier her character, the truer her
words, the more generous and elevated her
sentiments, the firmer will be ber hold up-
on his better nature. . When he loses the
inspiration of her will, her watchfulness,
her counfidence, he suffers that which may
lead to degradation hitherto avoided though
her influence spread over his life.

Let mothers look to it. They are the
Sovereigns of our race. God has entrust-
ed them with powers which it is awful to
contemplate. Mesmeric Agents boast of

. their juvfluence over their subjects—that

once thoroughly subdued, they can arrest
them anywhere and compel them to obey.
The faithful mether is more powerful. If,
like Christ, she has taken her children
apart and consecrated them ; if she have
overpowered them with a sense of her love,
they may go forth, but they will never for-
get. Oceans may divide, mountains and
deserts may separate, but the child’s heart
will turn to the mother as faithfully as the
needle to the pole.

But the most effectual solace in trouble
#nd shield in conflict is that which our Lord
gave to his.disciples. An abiding trust in
God, an inte ligent [confidence in His pow-
er, His Providence, His enduring love and
guardianship, has been in every age a
mighty stimulus and defence among the fol-
lowers of Jesus. DBefore his incarnation
similar words had been breathed by Him
into the souls of Kings and pries's and pro-
phets.  What they endured, and how they
overcame, let the records of Old Testament
‘adventure testify. These very Apostles
who went forth with their Master’s breath
gtil] damp upon their brows, began imme-
diately to convince and confouud the world.
Bince their day, many, inspired with a simi-
lar trust, have ** endured hardness” and
wrought miracles and died in the flame or
on the rack as joyously as if their beds had
been on flowers and spices. History has
inveuted names expressive of the highest
bravery for the soldierly and psalm-sing-
ing Puritans; but their energy spraug
mainly {rom the faith so quaintly but vigor-
yusly prouounced by Cromwell : *Trust in
God and keep your powder dry.”

Ju the words of our text several sugges-
tions relating to the Providence which
watches over God’s people, are beautifully
expressed.

I. The Providence of God is Minute—
takes in little objects and httle contingen-
cies.

Christ’s discourses abound with allusions
to what we regard as trifles in the economy
of creation. The grain of mustard-seed, of
which ten thousand might be concealed un-
der the feathers of a bird’s wing. A cup of
cold water, offered perhaps by a child, it-
self but oue of a hundred thousand citizens,
to some beggar unnoticed by the world.
The little flowers, blooming often by tl?e
desert, trampled under foot, blossoming in
the morning, withering at night. And so
on through all Chbrist’s teachings. It just
shows us bow wide was his observation ;
it took in everything to the remotest bounds
of God’s varied workmanship. And His
observation was minute, rested upon the

fragments aod particles of the universe. A
telescope covers the multitude though they
may number millions, yet it will concen-
trate the observer’s powers of vision on any
one of the crowd, observing the lineaments
of his face and the movements of his per-
son. Its vision was telescopic.

And its vision is an illustration of the
Father’s in Providence. We have only be-

od. Science had long looked with awe

gu to learn the relation of little things to!

| Standiag beside the chair of a venerable
man is a sweet, sympathising daughter.
Her haonds move lovingly over bis head and
(arrange the sparsely-growing hair. Her
eyes are tearful, for her heart is repeating,
|** Ah the-e fallitg hairs; They tell me of
coming change, when the veiled world will
open aond receive out of my sight this be-
loved form. Trouble is approaching. Alas,
my father!” But God is not ashamed to

|speak of the omens which proclaim our| " " . 2
and wonder upon Providence as revealed in | physical changes. He sees our coming cop- | Juickened zeal, experienced amid such boly

ces of sinners. The surroundings are almost
Here are sometimes thou-

always favourable.
sands of ungodly persons. The grain trembles
before the breath of God’s spirit. The barvest
isripe. Tne reaper puts a keen edge on his
sickle. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
bim. He means work. He expects to see gra-
cious results. Sheaves are gathered. The har-
vest field is filled with rejoicing. The spiritual
warmth, the practical earnestness, and the

IS YOUR LAMP BURNING ?
Say, is your lamp burning, my brother ?
I pray you look quickly and see;
"or if it were burning, then surely
Some beams would fall brightly on me.

Straight, straigh: is the road, but I falter,
And often fa!l out by the way;

Then lift your lamp higher, my brother,
Lest I should make tatal delay.

the mountains, their heads hoary with | tingencies only to provide for them. © Byt €Xcitements, the preacher is likely to carry There are many and many around you

eternal snows, their feet clothed with ver-
dure and fruit of the tropics; upon the
clouds as they shot their lightnings to the
bounds of our atmosphere, or carried in
their bosoms the refreshing of ten thousand
barvest-fields ; upon the ocean with its un-
ceasing throbbings and abounding life ; on
the stars as they pursued orbits and obeyed
laws which it has required ages to reduce
to the kuowledge of man. But it was re-
served for modera times to see a world in
every drop ot water,—a world more dense-
ly populated than the earth aod as positive-
ly governed by fixed and wise laws.

Instead of the sparrow as known to us,
Christ spoke of little birds in all their varie-
ty of species. The word is 8o used in the
Bible. The Providence of God is nowhere
more strikingly displayed than in the adap-
tation of the bird to its native element. In
fact the champions of scepticism and athe-
ism are met most triumphantly on this very
ground by such, writers as Argyle in his
treatise on * The Reign of Law.” Birds
sing of God; their flight is a testimony to
God’s providence. In the grove or the
market, flying or falling, thrilled with the
Jjubilee of life or quivering in death’s cruel
agonies, God sees and cares for them.

II. God’s Providence is discriminative
—distinguishes between the bird and the
b eliever.

There is marked delicacy in God’s care
for the tender objects of his creation.
Among our own works of genius there are
statues which can endure ages of exposure
to the sun and the terpest; but we have
paintings whose rich colourings must be
guarded from rude contact, and gems of
art 5o exquisitely constructed that bell-
glasses must shield them from the corrod-
ing atmosphere or the contaminations of its
dust. There are such distinctions among
the works of God. His providence extends
tenderly towards creatures of delicate con-
struction. The bird and the flower are
framed with exquisite skill and guarded
with infinite attention.

But Man is the creation of God. All
things exist for him. The grove is his
aviary, the birds were made to be his sol

ace and delight. For him flowers bloom,
trees grow, beasts multiply. Man is the
babe, the earth his cradle. The creatures
of God, the elements of God, the laws of
God, were made to sing maun’s lullaby,
minister to his wants, assist him in his
growth for holiness and happiness.

And Man regenerated is the noblest work
of God. He is a subject of God’s King-
dom, whose flag’s ample folds are protec-
tion in every land. He is a child of God’s
family whose Father is in Heaven, but
whose Providence is everywhere. Over
him the unsleeping Eye ever watches, the
tireless Arm ever holds guardianship. No
weapon formed against him can prosper.
The hairs of his head are all numbered.

“ My Father—God!” What system of
theology ever reduced the power and love
of a Deity to such adaptation to man’s
yearnings and necessities ? A double con-
fidepce mingles with the christian’s faith in
Jehovah. He givesas God. When I pray
and as I pray, He hears and answers. And
He also gives as a Father. When my head
is pillowed in repose,He watches and plans
and prepares. When my forgetful feet are
on the verge of forbidden paths He calls
me back. Glorious God! Most Blessed
Father !

Thus, then, we have the order of Provi-
dence.

1st. Over the lower orders of creation.
20d. Over man. 3rd and specially over
religious Man.

111. The Providence of Gcd is tender—
affected by the death of a sparrow, the fall-
ing of a hair.

Our cooceptions of the Deity are usually
drawn from the analogies of human char-
acter. We group together what is most
noble and true in the qualities of living or
dead men, and apply them to God. But
such conceptions are ever very meagre.
Widest extremes meet in the qualities or
attributes which distinguish the God of the
Bible.

He is unmoved by the fiercest thunder-
ings of the skies, the wildest encounters of
the battlefield, the heaviest rockings of the
earthquake. His majesty, His laws, His
security, His serenity is not touched by
scenes and circumstances which appal and
overpower the tribes of earth. The sun
which sets on a dark angry sky and a fu-
rious tempest, on gaping waves and sinking
ships, on cries of anguish and deeds of
blood, rises next morning as serenely as if
all the world had been sleeping in the in-
pocence of its first creation. So God reigns
and rules and lives on for ever and ever.

But God is infinitely tender, too. There
is no finer touch in even any of Christ’s
own descriptious of the Father’s character
than this. It reaches the remotest points
in the regions of sympathy. The feeling is
so delicate that men are incapable of ex-
periencing it and women and children are
ashamed of being detected in its exercise.
You may have seen in some bright, pleas-
ant home, (for such homes are sure to par-
take much of God’s presence as they reflect
His character,) a little, shrivelled wing,
concealed among the precious relics of the
housebold. That wiog has its story. A
pretty songster, which bad warbled and
fluttered in its own familiar place, till par-
ents and children came to look on it as a
member of the family, suddealy fell dead,
and awoke keenest sympathies which never
had been touched before. Out into the
prettiest spot in the garden they bore the
pet, and buried it under the shadows of the
setting sun. The mother is half timid as
she recalls the incident, and the little girl
turns away with a sob ashamed to have
been seen weepiag for her companion. But
God has marked the grave and written His
own inseription upon its headstone ! ** One
of them shall not fall on the ground without
your Father.”

|the very bairs of your head are all number-
| ed.”

IV. The providence of God is faithful—
““Ye are of more value”—* Fear ye not
therefore.”
clusion must follow. God cares for the
sparrows. You are of more valne than
maoy sparrows. Therefore God cares
more for you.

When a ship is launched the builder’s
economy and careare seen at once. Diligent |
baods are out ou the tide gathering the
blocks and wedges and storing them safely
on land. Can any spectator suspect for a
moment that he whose care is thus so vigi-
lant would willingly allow the ship—object
around which his genius and wealth have
been constantly revolving—to drift heedless-
ly ou the rocks? Neither can we doubt
while observing God’s care over the lower
creatures that he for whom these creatures
were made will be especially shielded and
sustaived. If you are a Christian, open
your Bible at the 91st Psalm and read it as
an infinitely better application than any I
can offer.

In conclusion. Little things are falling
everywhere about us. Little birds that flit
across our sky, never seen before, mever to
be noticed again. A wrench to somebody’s
business, throwing the whole machinery out
6t gear, but never telt by the world which
moves on gaily as ever. A litile waif of
humanity, adrift on the ocean of life, float-
ing one momeut, sinking the next. Some-
body’s child for whom the white blinds go
down and the cold earth in the graveyard
is thrown up. They are falling about us
everywhere—in the home, in the market,
in the streets, in the counting-house. That
is the destiny of things. And the stoic says
—Well, we must endureit. And the infidel
—it is all chance. But we, with our hands
clasped in the great Hand of God, and our
beating hearts soothed by his loving voice,
are willing to exclaim—* Even so, Father,
for so it seemeth good in thy sight.”
* Therefore will not we fear though the
earth be removed, and though the moun-
tains be carried into the midst of the sea.”

(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)
CAMP-MEETINGS AGAIN.

In suggesting, as we have done in a former
article in the Wesleyan, the propriety of held-
ing one or two Camp-Meetings annually within
the territorial jurisdiction of the Conference of
Eastern British America, we are not speaking
unadvisedly. We bave attended several of
these gatherings in New Brunswick, and we

have subsequently ** travelled ” those Circuits
within whose limits they were held. We have
marked their more immediate effects, and we
bave ncted their remoter results. The direct
immediate good secured is amply remunera

tive, we think, for all the expenditure. There
are, on the other hand, important indirect ben-
efits which follow, and which can be clearly
perceived by those who are acquainted with
the congregations in the vicinity of the scene
of the Camp-Meeting. These *‘ indirect ben-
efits ” are so desirable, so indispensable, and
80 precious, as to lead us to advocate the use
of this iustrumentality which God has made so
fruitful of good, and which he has placed with-
in our reach.

Camp-Meetings are a benefit to our Socie-
ties. DBiethren come from many different lo-
calities, from the farm, the workshop, the
mart of c« ce, the profi 1 office, and
the student’s cloister, leaving their cares and
their perplexities behind, and they unite in sol-
emn acts of worship. The hours of the long
summer days are devoted to praise, and prayer,
and exhortation, and preaching. The secular
business of the world, and its strifes and dis

cords are, as far as possible, forgotten. Aged
Christians meet, old friendships are renewed.
Weary-footed pilgrims compare notes. Breth-
ren that have borne the burthen and heat of
many & day rejoice together. The choicest
gems of sacred song are brought into promi-
nence. Grand old tunes are sung with power.
Choice new tunes are gathered into the memo-
ries of many hundreds of worshippers. Tke
baptism of fire comes. Some are awakened.
Souls are converted. Believers are built up.
The flame is newly lighted on altars where the
brightness of the burning had become dim.
Brethren are stimulated and encouraged to per-
severe. The spirit of Christian love more
widely prevails. The Church is revived. The
whole discipleship of the Church there assem-
bled, grows stronger for God's work. The
blessed spirit that prevailed is carried to the
houses ot the brethren. The choice new songs
ot Zion are 1epeated in scores or hundreds of
families, there to become household treasures
and vehicles of worship, and strength and joy.
And io many Christian congregations an im-
proved tone is manifest for moaths to come in
all the exercises of the house of the Lord.

Minister's are benefitted. A Camp-Meeting
should be well manned with a goodly number of
strong-lunged ministers. This is absolutely
indispensable. The exercises peculiar to such
gatherings bind ministers together in strong
bonds of Christian fellowship. At our annual
Conferences many ministers are associated for
a number of days, but the work that brings
them together is, to a largc extent, financial,
and legislative, and scarcely possesses that
combination of elements which is so essential
to the increase of spiritual power, and the pro-
motion of a revival of religion.

Miaisters may hear more sermons and exbor-
tations at a camp-meeting than during all the
rest of the year. The preaching is, generally,
earnest, faithful, forcetul, beart-searching, and
effective. There iz no ** school of the prophets”
so belpful for a young preacher as the camp-
meeting, 80 far as learning the art of preaching
is concerned. Here one may learn, perbaps
better than almost anywhere else, how to suo-
cessfully grapple with the bearts and conscien-

with him to bis circuit, and to manifest through-
| out the labors of the year. It is well that the
: ministry can, through snch gatberings, se-
jcure privileges and opportuni‘ies so impor-
| tant.
If a camp-meettng shall be held in our Pro-
vinces in 1872, it is not too early to begin at

The text is simply a syllogism. The con- |

presented to God without considerable cost.
There must be pains-taking study, some hard
work, and a little money. shall we bring our|
tithes into the storehouse, and prove the Lord |
therewith, and see if he will open the windows |

verting and soul-sanctifying blessings ?
D. D. C.

NOT AS THE SCRIBES. !

We bold it not irreverent to say that Christ
was in a high and rare sense a sensational
preacher. We read constantly that his listen-
ers were astonished at his doctrine— beyond
measure astonished ; that they wondered at bis |
gracious words ; that the learned Jews mar-
velled at his knowledge, and the common peo-
ple beard him gladly. For he taught them as
one baving authority, and not as the Scribes. I

The method in use by these ancient doctors |

of divinity was not such as to carry conviction |
and stir men to action. They gave themselves |
to petty verbal criticism and to the drawing of |
fine lines of casuistry. To determine the
specific gravity of various forms of profanity,
or to drive thin wedges of cavil between the
letter and the spirit ot the Mosaic law were
their favorite achievements. They gloried in
critical ability and were unconscious of spirit-
ual weakness. They had skill to confuse the
intellect, but no power to warm the heart.
They were cunning logicians, but clumsy in
in persuading men. Their adroit arguments,
their specious inferences, their crafty questions
could not be answered by the uneducated, but
these bard knots did not fasten conviction upon
the common mind.
It is the privilege of the Cbristian preacher
to teach asChrist taught and not as the Scribes.
He who spake as man never spake promised to
be with his preachers always, aod that their
works should be greater than his. They have
a right to speak with authority, and ought to
follow him so closely that they shall not fall
into the ditch with the old ecclesiastical petti-
foggers whom he bad frequent occasion to op-
pose. And in the dayr, when so mueh is said
both in defense and in denunciation of ** dog-
matism,” and ** positive theology,” it is well
to ask, What kind of authority had Christ
which the Scribes bad not? and, What was
there in the methods of the Scribes which a
Christian preacber should avoid ?

The most evident source of Cnrist's author-
ity was his own thorough, hearty conviction of
the truth which he preached. He told that
which be bad seen with his Father. His be-
liefs were not second-band, the result of his
Jewish education. They were gifts received
persenally from God in seasons of communion.
He spoke with assurance which was not mere
assertion, and which it needed no tricks of ora-
tory to emphasize. He did not strive or cry,did
not confess a weakness by multiplying buttress-
es. What his lips said bhis life spoke more
plainly still. The common people, who could
not understand all he said, nevertheless under-
stood him ; they looked into his-heart, and saw
that he was every inch a true man. * He
speaks what he knows,” was their silent ver-
dict, and their belief on this was a recognitioa
of his authority. He bad miraculous creden-

tials, he bad divine power, he had the resour-
ces of intellect at his command, but he did not
rely upon these to enforce conviction. ‘* Be-
lieve me."—that was his prime authority, to
which his ** wonderfull works™ were secondary.

Another secret of his positive power was
his exaltation of the spir't of religion above its
mere forms. He was not indifferent to forms.
But he made the clothes to fit the body.
rather than detorm the body in order to fit
the clothes. The fine raiment ot religion
was nothing to him in comparison with its
inner lite. The maxims, usages, symbols and
Scriptural interpretations which the Church

once, the preliminary work. If we attempt |
such an effort it should be on a somewhat l:rgef
scale. Such an offering can not, worthily, be | There is many a

of beaven, and pour out upon us his loul.con-: .

Who follow whercver you go;
If you thought that they walked in a shadow
; Your lamp would burn higher, I know.

Upon the dark mountains they stumble ;
! They are bruised on the rocks, and they lie
! With their white, pleading faces turred up-
ward
To the clouds of the pitiful sky.

lamp that is lighted ;
We behold them anear and afar;

But not many of them, my brother,
Shine steadily on like a star.

I tLink, were they trimmed night and morning.
They would never burn down or go out
Thougl from the four quarters of heaven

The winds were all blowing about.

It once all the lamps that are lighted
Should steadily blaze in a line,

Wide over the land and the ocean,
What a girdle of glory would shine !

How all the dark places would brighten !
How the mists would roll up and away !
How the earth would laugh out in ber glad-
ness
To hail the millennial day !

Say, is your lamp burning, my brother ?
I pray you look quickly and see,
For it it were burning, then surely
Some beams would fall brightly oo me.
—Friends’ Review.

A TERRIBLE REPROOF.

Miss L was a beautiful girl with engag-
Ing manners, the pride of her parents, who
spared no pains to give ber all the worldly ad-
vantages that their circumstances would permit.
Her fatber was an irreligious man, and her
motber, though a member of an evangelical
church, would not have been known as a Chris-
tian by anything that appeared in ber dauly lite.
It is not strange, therefore, that Miss L— —
was gay and apparently thoughtless. She went
to the sanctuary not to worship God, but to
meet her friends and because it was fashionable
to attend. Fond of dress and ornaments, she
did not carry her fondness to excess, and was
regarded as a model of good taste. Iler health
was good, and her friends hoped for her a long
and bappy lite. But suddenly she was stricken
down by disease and brought to the doors of
death. She watched the anxious countenances
of her parents and physician, but it was not till
her friends gathered around her to see her die
that she became fully aware of her condition,
for no one had been allowed to speak to her of
her danger. Her countenance showed both
alarm and displeasure.

Turning her eyes toward her mother, she ex-
claimed, ** I am dying and I am not prepared !
And you, mother, belong to the church but you
never talked with me about my soul. You
dressed me for balls and parties, and tried to
make me happy; but you did nothing to pre-
pare me for heaven, and I shall go to hell.”
These were almost ber last words, and in a few
moments she ceased to breathe.

There are two classes to. whom this sad nar-
rative appeals,—parents professing godliness
and giving their whole attention to the tempor-
al interests of their offspring; and the young
who are seeking the pleasures of earth to the
neglect of their eternal weltare.

The writer, conversing with a young man
who seemed very much hardened in sin, refer-
red him to the undoubted anxiety of his pious
parents in bis bebalf, when he replied, *‘I never
heard my motber pray, and she never spoke
with me on the subject.” But that young man
koew his duty, and his mother's unfaitbiulness
could not save him any more than it could save
Miss L—. ‘Except a man be born again he
cannct see the kingdom of God.— Watchman
and Review.

RELIGION IN DAILY LIFE.

We speak of the sacred professions. The
term came from the priesthood of the Romish
Church; mea set apart to the sacred profes-
ssion could bardly touch the earth on which
they lived, while the common people devoted

bad accepted as essential, be put aside. They
were not religion, for religion was love, and
these were often times the very opposite
of love. Love was his throne, and trom it he

other name may be challenged, the rule of af-
tection is recognized in all hnman hearts.

On the contrary, the authority claimed by
the Scribes was altogether external. They
were versed in the law and the prophets, and
could corner a Sadducee with the,greatest facil-
ity. They sat in Moses’s seat, robed with the
prestige of ancient wisdom, and were strong in
the sanctions of Sinai. They held in their keep-
ing the written revelation of God's will. But
their word was not with power, because it was
not the offering ot soul-deep conviction. Their
preaching had no root in their lives. There
was no flavor of sincerity in their keen criti-
cisms. People who admired their learning de-
spised their captiousness. The multitude, con-
foanded by superior wisdom, kept in their
hearts a silent protest against it. For the pos-
itive assertions of the Scribes were the off-
spring of intellectual pride, and the commonest
peasant could perceive this earthly flavor.

The other characteristics which destroyed
the authority ot the Scribes is too-well known
to require extended comwment. They exalted
the form above the spirit. Tithes of mint or
anise stood higher in their list than justice and
mercy, and the love of God. And the people
who chafed under iron rules gladly forsook
them for the teachings of love.

¢t Not as the Scribes,” then, should be the

motto for the preacher.—Christian at work.

commanded with authority; tor while every |

themselves to secular pursuits. Every pur-
| suit of man ought to be a sacred pursuit. Jobn
| Newton said if two angels were sent to the
earth, one as Prime minister and the other as
| street sweeper, it would be a matter of no dif-
ference whether they received the one or the
other commission ; it would be honor enough
that the Lord bhad sent them. It is possible
and practical to carry this right through and
do everything for the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor-
man Smith, the saddler, was not any the less
religious making money for Christ in the sad

dle business. Noel Bleecker (whom I knew in
New York when I was at the Seminary) went
from his morning devotions to business; at
noon he went away alone, and would not allow
himself to be disturbed until he bhad spent fif-
teen minutes upon his knees, and again at
night be had his season of communion with
God. Was not that a religious life! Harlan
Page started a noon day prayer meeting at the
Tract House, and now every day at noon you
will find them holding the prayer meeting Har-
lan Page established there. If you want todo
anything for the Lord, try to keep one thought
before your mind constantly that, whether you
go out or come in, eat or drink you are to do
everytbing to glorify God. The reasou the
world paralyzes a man’s piety, is because he
does not bave singleness of aim. The world
and business were married before man was
created. How canthe meal be leavened ex-
cept it come in contact with the leaven. God put
men into the world and asked them to be pious,
and they ought to make the warld minister to
their piety. Dr. Kane seeing himself ia danger
of being crushed by an iceberg said, I'll use

the iceberg ;™ Le thrust out the Larpoon, an from me, thou worker of iniquity, into eve:
chored his ship to the iceberg, and it bore him | lasting darkness, prepared tor the devil and his

to polar waters.

S0 you must make the world  angels.’

After these words [ saw [Tim no more

and business bear you beaveaward ; virtue is of | The wind blew, and the sleety rain fell, and |

more value than innocence; struggle makes went back to the inn.

manly pietv; a great Jeal may be done by cul-

ture.—Dr. Fish.
Sy

CHRIST KNOCKING.

** In the night there was a knocking at iny

*Mr. Evans,’ the
‘get up, get up; you are wanted with a neigh
bor who is at the point of death.’

| **Away I burried along the street, to the cud

chamber. cried landl>rd,

The late Christmas Evans, preaching from | of the village, to the very farm-house where th»

the text, ** Behold I stand at the door and stranger bad been knocking.

| knock, ™ proceeded to say :
| **Ohb, my dear brethren, why will you pay
| NO attention to your best Friend? Why will
| you let bim stknd knocking night and day,inall
weather, and never open to Him ? It the horse
‘duler or the cattle drover came, you would
run to open the door to him, and set mest and
|drink before bim, beciuse you think to make
| money by him, the filthy lucre that perishes in
the using. But when the Lord Jesus stands
knocking at the door of your beart, bringing to
you the everlasting wealth,which He gives with-
out money and without price, you are deafand
blind ; you are so busy you can't attend. Mark-
ets and fairs and pleasures occupy you; you
bave neither time nor inclination for such as
He. Let Him knock? Let Him stand without
the door shut in His face, what matters it to
you. Oh, but it does matter to you.

**Ob, my brethren, I will relate to you a
parable of truth. In a familiar parable 1 will
tell you bow it is with some you; and, alas!
how it will be in the end. I will tell you what
happened in a Welsh village—I .need not say
where.—1 was going through the village in
early spring, and saw betorse me a beautiful
bouse. The farmer had just brought into his
yard a load of lime; his horses were fat, and
all were well to do about him. He went in and
sat down to dinner: and as [ came up, & man
stood knocking at the door. There was a
friendly look in his face, that made me say as
I passed, * The master's at home they won't
keep you waiting.’

** Betore long I was again on the road; and
as soon as I came in sight of the house, there
stood the same man knocking. At this I
wondered : and as I came near, I saw that he
stood as one who had knocked long ; and as be
knocked, he listened. Said I, ¢ The farmer is
busy making up his books or countimg his
money, or eating and drinking. Knock loud-
er, sir, and he will hear you. But,’ said I you
have great patience, sir, for you have been
knocking a long time. If I were you I would
leave him to night and come back to morrow,’

‘“‘Heisin danger, and I must warn him,’
replied he, and knocked louder tham ever.

‘¢ Sometime aftefward I went that way again
and there still stood the man, knocking, knock-
ing. * Well, sir your perseverance is the most
remarkable I ever saw. Ilow long do you
mean to stop?

** Till I make him hear,” was his answer ; and
he knocked again.

** Said I, * e wants tor no good thing. He
has a fine farm, and flocks and berds, and stack-
yards, and barns.’

*“ Yes,’ be replied, * for the I.ord is kind to
the untbanktul aud the evil.’

**Then he knocked again and I went on
my way, wondering at the goodness and pa-
tience of that man.

‘“ Again I was in those parts. It was very
cold weather. There was an east wind blow-
ing, and the sleety rain fell. It was getting
dark, too; and the pl:asantest place as you all
know, at such a time is the fireside, AsIcame
by the farm-house, I saw the candle light sbin-
ing through the wincows, and the smoke ofa
good fire coming out of the chimney. Bat
there was still the man outside, knocking,
knocking. = And as I looked at him I saw that
his hands and feet were bare and bleeding,
and bis visage as one marred with sorrow.
My beart wys very sad for him, and [ said,
* 8ir, you bad better’ not stand any longer at
that hard man's door. Let me advise you to
go over the way to the poor widow. She has
many children, and sbe works for her daily
bread ; but she will make you welcome.,

* ‘I know her,’ he said. ‘I am with her
continually ; her door is ever cpen to me, for
the Lord is the Husband of the widow, and the
Fatber of the fatherless.—She is in bed with
ber children.’

** “ Then go,’ I replied °to the blacksmith's
yonder. Iseethe cheerful blaze of his smithy ;
be works early and late. His wife is a kiad-
bearted womaa, and will treat you like a
prince.’

** He answered solemnly, * / am not come to
call the righteous but sirners to repentance.’

*¢ At that moment, the door opened, and the
farmer came ont cursing and swearing, with a
cudgel in bis band, with which Le smote Lim,
aod then argily shut the door in his face.
This excited a fierce anger in me. 1 was fall
of indignation to think that a Welchman sbould
treat a stranger in that fashion. 1 was ready
to burst into the house, and maltreat bim in bis
But the patient stranger laid his hand
upon my arm and said, * Blessed are the meek :
for they shall inherit the earth.’

** *8ir," I exclaimed, * your patience and
your long-suffering are wonderful ; they are be-
yond my comprebension.’

“*The Lerd is long-suffering, full of com-
passion, slow to acger, not willing that any
sbould perish, but that all should come to re
pentancc.’ And again be knocked as he ans-
wered me.’

** It was dark, the smithy was closed, they
| were shutting the ion, and I made baste to get
[ shelter for the night, wondering more and more
at the patience and piety of the man. In tbe
public-bouse 1 learned from the landlord the
character of the farmer; and, late as it was,
I went back to the patient stranger and said,
¢ Sir, come away ; he is not worth all this trou-
ble. He is a bard, cruel, wicked man. He
bas robbed the fatherless, he bas defamed his
friend, be bas built s bouse in inquity. Come
away, sir. Make yourself comfortable with us
by the warm fireside.” Tbis man is not worth
saving.' With that he held bis bleeding palms
before me, and showed me his bleeding feet,
and bis side which they bad pierced ; and I be
beld it was the Lord Jesus.

** * Smite bim* Lord,’ I cried in my indigna-
tion ; * then perhaps he will hear Thee.’

¢ Ot a truth he shall hear me. In the day of

turn.

judgment be shall bear me, when I say, Depart

But Ubefore 1
got there, I heard the voice of bis agory
| Ob, Lord Jesus, save me! Yet a day, yet
an hour for repentance! Ob, Lord save me.’
| s was wringit g her hands; lus
children were frightened out of their senses
{ * Pray, for me,’ be cried. * Ob, triend Evans,
{ery to God for me. lle will hear you ; me leo
imll not hear.’ I kuelt to pray, bat it was too

la*e; be was gone.”

Reader, may the Spirit of God write the les-
son of this parable on your heart. Jesus waits
to save you, but delay not to go to lim — Kar-
est Charistian.

wite

METHODISM IN THE WEST INDIES.

North Western Advocate's Regular Correspondent
The annual district meeting of the Wesleyan
ministers of Jamaica assembled in Kingston,
Jamaica, Feb. 26. This district meeting is
equivalent to an annual conference with ue,
except that all its doings require to be con-
firmed by the parent conference in England
The session usually continues three weeks. By
the courtesy of the Chairman, Rev. Geo. Sar-
geant, and the members (though the meetings
are held with closed doors,) 1 have been al-
owed to attend as often and as freely as I chose.
The first service was & morning prayer meeting,
which began at dawn, and lasted an hour and
a-balf. There were probably fifteen hundred
persons in attendance. It was a season of un
common interest. There are twenty circuits in
Jamaica, served by twenty-seven ministers, four
of whom are on trial. There is also a super-
annuate, making twenty-eight, which consti-
tutes the miaisterial torce in Jamaica. ‘ihe
ranks of the preachers remaia entire. They
have all been in good working health, except
the veteran Isaac Whitehouse, who Las scen
over fifty years of effective [itiverant labor,
most of which has been bestowed in the West
Indies. He has lately been stricken down wtih
paralysis. Iiis work is doubtless done. The
labors of the preachers have been arduous, per-
sistent and successtul. In nearly all depart-
ments an increase is shown. There are so many
‘and various interests, and each demanding such
special and constant attention, that the wonder
is some are not entirely neglected. To enu-
merate some of them : Besides the usual pulpit
and pastoral work, which, in this country, is
severely tasking, there is the missionary cause,
the chapel debt and chapel trust tunds, the ed-
ucation fund, the care and conduct ot the
schools, secular and Sabbath, and the care of
their Church poor. Al thesc interests are
thoreughly looked after. The statistics prove
this. There are 15,5619 members i.nd 935 pro-
bationers, makiog, of members and probation-
tioners, 16,454 ; an increase of about one thou-
sand. These are nearly all poor laboring peo-
ple. Many of them are very poor. The
wages ol this class are scanty, being about
twenty cents a day for females, and from
twenty-five to thir'y cents a day for males. In
view of these facts, it is amazing what this
people have raised! Take the figures:

For Missions, £1,736 4 8 $8672 12
Chapel trust fund 1,363 2 8 6,765 66
Class & ticket money 6,210 16 10 31,054 20
School fees pais by
the members

1,024 5.120 00

Aggregate £10,604 4 2 $51,0611 98
This is an average, per member per annum,
of $3.19. The increase in missiorary contri-
butions is about £210, or $1,050. The aver-
age of missionary contributions is fifty-two
cents per member. The inciease of chapel
trust money is about £450, or $2,250. The
increase of class and ticket money is £410, or
$2,050.

These figures a1e grand; but a showing of
the condition and value of the chapels, the
school-houses and parsonages is grander, as it
evinces a growth and stability absolutely sur-
prsing. There are eighty-three chapels, valu-
ed at a reasonable price, as worth £50,000, or
say $400,000; upon which, owing to the con-
tributions of the Jubilee Chapel grauts of the
English Methodists, supplementedfby an equal
amount—the contributious of Jamaica Metho-
dists—there are no debts. There are seven-
teen parsonages, ‘‘ mission (houses ™ as they
are called heré, worth, at a moderate estimate,
£14,700, or say $73,500, upon which there are
debts amounting to £3,673, or say, $15,375.
The provisions, bowever, exist for liquidating
this indebtedness, so that probably, in the
course of another twelvemonth, no incumnbrance
will remain upon this fine property of about
balf a million dollars. -

The Wesleyans of Jamaica Lave seventy-
eight Sunday-schools, with an attendance of
8,043 scholars. Their reports sbow 1,231 in-
fant baptisms. There are also seventy day-
schools attended by 5,750 pupils.
schools are maintained at an expense of £2,-
769 4 4, or say, $13,946. Of this amount
£1,345, or 6,725, are paid by grants from
the Island Government, £1,024 by school fees,
and £400 4 4, or $2000, by the Missionary
Society in England.

These figures are eloquent, as stowing the
wisdom, zeal and liberality of the Jamaica
Methodists. They need no comment.

These

GOOD EXAMPLES IN OFFICIAL LIFE.

During the consideration of the temperance
question at the reeent session of the New Jer-
sey Conterence, Bishop Ames remarked that it
had been customary for the President and Ca-
binet officers, on the first day of January, to
set out liquors of all kinds to their guests.
But lately it was thought not to be exactly the
thing that the Government of the United
States should set such an exanple before the
people of the country. The President fhimseif
set the example, and set out no liquors on bis
table, and be was followed by al! the mcn.bel_'l
of his cabinet with one exception. Rev. G.
R. Snyder mentioned the fact that we bad a
governor in New Jerscy who did th: same
thing. At his public entertainment . he had re-
fused to set out liquors.




