——

e e

P

RN 5

JUNE 7, 1890,

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

A Lost Friend.

BY RICHARD M'HALE,

A time plece wes the gift a sherished frle
Once gave me, saying, when 1 cerged Lo
care,
For 'twould show my love had run its end,
And I recetved the present and did swenr
That while {ts hands my own had puwer to

Tl_m time:plece for a while 1t was my pride,
‘0 keep ar 1 had vowed 1t would he kept,
And like my tongus, ar, 1y nevar lied,

L uever, never slept,
48 #0OD kL0l My heart away,
3 treachery [t geemed to know
For in 118 cold, reglected plare one day '
It gave & mourntel tick ard csased 10 80,

Avd then corrnded by long gathering rust,
The once prized token of affection elayed,

Till I had pow the new friends all to trust
And find thatevery oue the trust betrayoed -

Too 1ate then all ay zealous care returned.
For though a deep remoree had filed my

heart,

The little clock my fond sdvances gpurned,

1t stopped just after I had made it start

And when affection beaming from his eyee,
It pleated God that my olden friend should
come
And ree the gift that I had grown to prize ;
So velceful of my vow and yet so « nmb,
He turned from mie as he would turn from
crime,
_And slowly eald: “I may not tust again,
For though my gift ecannof record the time,
It ean the treachery of faithless men.’

I pleaded hard that mv neglect was brief,
And to torgiye me begged him o'er, and
c'er,
I'thought his Jove would come to my relief,
And makeusfriends as we had b
But thougn 1t ssemed 50 for a [1ttie v
Alas! It was not £5 my heart desired,
Distrust e’er miugled with his sunniest
smile
The love chords of his heart seemed worn
and tircd,

1 before,

And thus wa drif ed on apart till now,
Of ail our I 4

o single ray,
[

rd or b

denip 18, a8 all mankind doth
frame,
3 by the oil of
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THE PASSION PLAY,

DECENNIAL PEI JRMANCE OF THE
PASSION PLAY AT OBERAMMER-
GAU THIS MONTH,

Boston Pilot.

Berlip, May 15—The “Parsion Play”
at Oberammergau promises to be a great
guccess, In the dress reberrsal the
tableaux were excellent, Mayer was
narvelous as Christ, and the other actors
were skilful, with the exception of toe
impersonator of Judae, who cveracted
his part, The play lasts eight and a
balf hours, Light hundred Euglish and
American visitors were present, The
dates of the performc
June 1, 8, 15, 16, 22
7; August 3
31; September 3, 7 b

Sorae twenty-five miles to the south
east ot Munich, the capital of Bavaria, lies
the famous village of Oberamimergau,
whore, in acecrdance with a vow made by
the inhabitants of the place over two cen
turies and a half ago,a deccennial perform
e of the Passions spiel, or
ig'to take place this montb, th
sontation to be n en Whit-S
May 26 Tae railroad that takes the
Obz2rammergau pilgrim from Munich to
Sturnbery, & modern-built town en the
porthern extremity of the Wurm Se
runs through & succeesion of pretty and
picturezque hamlets, whoase names will be

ly locked for on the ord
dom, but which are all redolent

2 snd rick in legendary lore.
eck, for instance, one of the firat
gtations outside of the capital, the littie
chapel that stands ensbrined in an
ancient grove thers holds a miraculous
statue of the Blessed Virgin, before which
the children of the village have met to
pray on festival days for upwards of one
hundred and fifty years. At Ganting,
thue nexy stopping plage, King Pepin of
Fracce is alleged to bave wooed the maid
who subsequently became his wifo and
the mother of Charlemagne., In the
parish church at Leniste next in
crder, i8 preee riul repro-
sentation of Ch Twelve Apos
tles, carved, so it from a single
piece of wood by th tly sisters wao
formerly dwel! iithal smiles at
you nexi from the depths of a beautiful
valley, and a little to ths south
ward lies Petersbrunn, recowned oy 1ia
mineral springs, as
which are pious tales descriptive of ihe
ways the waters acquired their healing
pow :

At Sturnberg, slready mentioned, the
visitor to Oberammergau exchavges his
railway carriege for a boat, whaich con.
veys him over the Wurm Sees twelve
wiles of length to Seeshaupt, on its

2() 23
<Y, 29

Al

southern border. The greatest width
ot this lake does mnot excead
four miles, and charming villes the
summer residences of the Bava

rian Court and nobility, dot its either
shore and delight the eye of the traveler.
At Seeshaupt another change of convey
apce becomes necessary, this time to
stages, comiortably eeated in ove of
which vehicles the passenger ie carried
some thirty-five or forty miles still
{arther scuthward, over roads that run
by flowering fislde—if the journey bs
made in the epringtime—by quaint old
houses whoee fronts are decorated with
queer ornamentations illustrative of
scriptural subjects ; past litile churches,
which lift curiously shaped steeples to
the skies, and up the slopes of the mgun-
tains until, Kttal with its messive Bene-
dictine monpastery paseed, the journey
ends at Operammergeu, that new Jern
salem in the Bavarian Alps, whither
thousands of people flack every tenth
year to witness those dramatic represen
tations of the life of the Man of Sorrows,
which have meade the place famous
throughout the whole Christian world,
The origin of the Paseion Play is gen-
erally secribed to a vow made by the
Oberammergauers in 1633, when a de.
vaslating plague threatenc d to depopi
jate the country. The Oberammerg
ot to.day will tell you tho story h“.w’
in the year mentioned, a stranger who
yisited the mountain hamlet fel
there of a contagecus disea

e,
gpread so repidly that before mar
every house was in mourning for its d
He will tell you, furthermore, t

s filicted peasants camo togeiher

the
and
solemnly vowed that, if the plague weroe

abated, they would cause the mm(‘wl
mysteries of the Si iour’s Paseion to be
dramatically represented in their village

fail to enll your attention to the faet
that this vow was no sooner meda
than the read vicitant dieappeared, and
all who luy il recovered their |
Sceptical people, who are never sati
when religious motives are

\;
tied

allegod ag

cauzes of such important ev 1 as th
Oberaromergan performsnces have he-
come, contend that the Passion Play had
its ongin in certzin pagan rites which

tke arvcient Teutons ware
gerve ; and Mr, K Blied, the distin-
guish a G iarian, in an effort
ne wade & number of years ago to trace

woat to ob-

8 elm y between th

pert 1ces, and the f

of the Teutons, esid: “Ihe in

thore dancer an sllegor the
)

‘Expuleion of Wi who ig kilied and
buried with reg cantry, and the
‘Advent of Svuiaer, who comes with
garlands of flowers triumphing over
‘Death in Nature’ play which I ay.
self have seen enected by Giermon chil.
dren, and young village folk with a con-
eiderable ameunt of emblems and typi-
cal masquerading, That may be looked
upon as an embryonic drama of heathen
sious  character, It was handed
down from generation to generation,
until it became & mere child’s amuce.
ment, Various other ceremonies and
mummeries—customary to this day
about mideummer time among some of
the Giarman pessantry, seem to have a
sirange analogy, albeit of indubitable
heathen origin, to Catholic rites and
semi- atic performances.”
The version of the vow which sseribes
to the Pacsion Play en origin in keep
ing with its eacred character, far l,r.r
feruble to thiz derivation, however, and
it is, moreover, beiter ait T
ia certai nothir
tions, they are uow
suggertive of pegan

['1; Laology. be

3

ormauces AIO

eggent religious acts, and all who
have witnezsed them at Oberammer.au

bear testimony to the impressivensss
the tablesux and cdeep devoiional
feelings they awaken, An Awerican
who visited the place some years ago, on
the oceasion of one of the decennial re-
representations, wrote thus of the in.
ence of the pley on the

» Jewish mother of ¢ld hard
forward with more awe and hope to the

Ct

poseibility that the real Meesiah mighs
ba born in her home than the Awmer
gau mother to the vision of a dr

Cariet or Madonna being born in ber
hcusehold, & who are to
represent the various characters are
selected by the voice of the community,
and it is declared that they bix upon the
most pious man for the Christ and on

the most avaricious for the Judas
f the play, That the lorg

itution has

a potent mo
here of the v

pious al
pause with
if it 18 well
tone in ev

g
tan-like
strangere and to ack
them ; ® religious
life, which suggests
in which they have been for =o
gencrations abscroed has made
over to its own image and likeness,

The Passion Play has undergone sev
eral alterations in the lapse of years,
Oertain features—such a3 the figure of
the devil who followcd Jadas about, and
the black iaven, iypic.! of his soul,
which flew out is mouth in the hang.
ing scene—that may have been impres-
sive enough in former days, but which
had a grotesque leck to modern eyes,
have been elimipated, and art has been
invoked to add to the impressiveness of

the tableaux, The versrable Father
Auton Aloysius Daizenberger, whose
death ceccurred quite recently, and
who was the last re.writer cof
the play, held that the original
text was the work of the monks of

Rathenbuch, » place some leagues dis-
tant from Obverammergsu. Thae firet
authentic 1e n was made by the
Beredictines of Ettal, who in 1633, the
year that Obersmmergau was visited by
the plague, undertock the task in view
of the production of the play at that
namliet toe following years, Iu 1833 Dr,
Outtman Weisg, a monk cf the Eital Mun
satery, again revieed the text, and a fow
vears iater another revision, which left
the play in its present form, was made
by Father Daisenberger, a pupil ot Dr,
Weies and the recident pastor of Ober-
ammergau, peaking of his revigion,
thia divine said 2t the time he com.
pleted it : “I undertook the labor with
the best will, for the love of my Divine
Redeemer, and with only one objact in
view, namely, the educaiion of the Chris
tian world,” And he outlined the plan
on which he worked by remarkiog that
“‘our main objsct is to represent the
story of Christ’s Passion, not by & mere
statement ot facts, but in its connection
with the types and figurea and pro-
phecies of the Old Testament.” Tae
musical portiovs of the piay were re:
madelled in 1560 by Herr Plarrer, of
Ovarammergau, who retained all the cld
themee, but altered and improved their
compesition, Tae first performancs at
Oberammergau was held in the year
1634, the coe succeeding the visitation
of the place by the plague ; the decadal
period was fixed in 1680, since which
time the representations have been
given, with various interrupiions, every
tenth year, The last interruption oc.
curred in 1870, when, owing to the
Franco-Prussian war, tho play was not
performed until the foliowiog year.

Ths Oberammergsu theatre, where-
in the Passion Play is represented,
iz &n immense, though unpreten.
tious, etructure of wood, Tae large nam.
ber of characters in the cast 350, necasti-
tates a ataga whose width is 150 feet, and
fuily 6,000 peoplo can be accommodated
in the auditorium, which covers an area of
20,000 equare feei. Tho theatre Is partly
opeu overhead and In the rear of the stage,
whil reeque beanty of the place,
with the crosa.crowned Kofel mountaing
showing in the background, the sir musi-
al wita the tinklicg of sheep bells aad
1g of birds, and the sun shedding the
dor of hia beams over all, supplies the

) The play conciats of elghteen
acts, beginnir g with the expulslon of Adam
and Eve from Paradise, and ending with
ho Resurrcction of the Saviour, and
each act is prefaced by tableaux and in.
troduced by a chorus of singers, whose
chant is an explanation of the scene

every tenih year; and he will kardly

that is to follow, Heretofore the

|
which were twelva in |
only on Sunlay

representation
number, wers
on xuibition ¢
This yesr, boweve
is to be tricd, by

’
wiven ok
ny ¢ t hou
BT v ATrangement
virtue ot w !

will be twenty five perform the
fites om Whit-Monduay, May 26 the |
last en September 28 J ] Moyer '
IEVIOUS Persn stions of Corist |

y been 8o bighly 1, wiil 2

: {

t toa leading role, wi

in the person of Rose Lan different
Megdalen in Amelia ('Es vy aod sev
eral changes in the m aracters

It may be added that, eo sac {oes the
Pagsion Play appear in the eyes of the
Oberammerganers, all who participate in
the parformances are required to pre.
pare themselves for th
ious exercises and r¢
Mass on the morn of each rep
tion, in erder thal they may be t
qualified to enter into the spirit of
whose life story they undertake to
trate,

Altpough Oherammergau is the theatre
par excellence of the Pas Piay, dramas

muech ekin to the one represented
tbeve are pericdically performed at
Vordierthiesee, Thie Brixlepg
and Erl, four Tyre villsge:
in the valley of the Inn, The

play enacted at the firstenamed plac
dates back to tho early half of the seven-
teenth century, and iia prese
form is the work of Rol
a professor of the Royal Im;
nasinm of Vienna, The /
performed at
are of gome

rt Weis

Their produetion st thes
cipailly dua to the e
what is oailed Toe 8
1 Play, an organizition which i
pozed of nearly all the adult pes
for miles around, a clres passionate!ly
¢t sce representations, Tho e
merly presented much more frequent

on Play at all these j
cnly once in ten years
aliy on a different year from t

™
Ober-
ammergau date, and whaen the time for

now giv

the dec
the vil
candidat
chesen for

nial performance spproaches,
talk of nothiagelse t}
and their chances of
he prinecipal parts,
WitLiam D, Kzrry,
—— s w@> s ——
THE POWER OF THE CHULRCH,
The Protestant periedical, the Homiletic
Eeview, has in 1ts May number some inter
esting remarks coacerning Catholiclem ia
Germany., The remarks are the more iny
teresting from the f their belvg in-
dications of the prowi

‘are ail preseaf
] erpal uffalis of
Emperor has not only

Ayer & C Lowell, Mass.
L I s
RIO i
A LD GI 3 WO
STAI ( I CHT
I AIVATE DING
Sarn! n the be 1 at ¥y @
1 ! 1
WORKS 484 RICHMOND STREET.
R. I VIS

r tendency among |

e8, and that thece |
gth, From the Emper
classes of ty the

y are 1
urch remedi
covery and apoli )
calt, I'ha Catbolle Bishop Kopp bas
appealed to the churches of his dlocese to

organiza or nssoclations, his aim being
to have Jaborers instructed in moral

It o

and g e
urgent duty on the part of Churistiz
promote the right relatlo
and labor. FProt ta

o3 u

thae formation of elmilar nssocletions,
Catholics have thus f ut more successfully
with the social problems than the Protestant:

This is maiuly 1 and aut

ity of the Ca The Pope

called uponr the ex
gpecinlty of the de
poorer classes. Ia
tutions C.thollels
luflaence over

that the number

rch to make a

S:atistles show
of Saclalistle votes i3
much smaller 1n Cathollc than in Prolestans

dlsiricts,”

et e

would lose ber sight,
hag completely restore
3 well as ever, with not a tran
ofala ia her system.”—@G. King, K!il-
ingly, Coun,
Practical Pointers.

As a simple, natural laxative, stomachic,
blood, brain and nerve tonic, when taken
as directed, the value of Banrdock Blood
Bitters cannot be overestimated, while us
a care for constipation, indigestion, liver
diseases, impure blood, sleeplessness, nerv-
ous and sick headache, it 1s the bes! that
money cun buy.

Like ALn Sternixa Reueniss, Northrop
& Lyman’s Vegetable Discovery and Dys-
peptic Cura deserves a fair trinl, It would
be abgurd to suppose that this or any
other medicine of kindred natare eould
preduce instantaneous effects, ¥or the
thorongh removal of Chronic Dyspersia,
Constipation, Liver Complaint, and other
ailments to which it is adapted, its use
should be continued some time, even after
the chief symptoms are relieved. That it
then effects complete cure is a fact estat
lished by ample and respectable evide

For tolds or Fain.

Yellow @il is the best remody I ever
used. I had a bealing breast 15 mounths
ogo, which was very sore. I got no relief
until I tried Hagyard’s Yellow Oil, which
gave instant relief,

Mgs, Jousi Corperr, St. Marya, Oat,

For croup, quinsy or coids use Yellow
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Save Your Hair

B\ 1 timely use of Ayer’s Halr Vigor,
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CALUMNIES

id Rev, B. F. Austin

pageal, Pietro Sarp
1 ’

Price 10 cente; 50 cente par dozen,

‘The Devil’s Thirteen,” in Muric Form, 10e,
Addross,

THOS. COFFEY, o
London, Ont,
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EWYORK CATHOLIC ARERTY

e LATHULIL RRER
The object of thin Agency 158 to supply

the regniar dealers’ prices, any kind of goods

fmported or manufuctured In the Unlted
States,

a
0

e eanveniences of this
At of which are:
1 he heart oftho w
K¢ stropolis, and has ¢
pleted suech arrang th the leading
& A48 enable

the lowest
us getting W proflts or
ne lmporters or manue

lesnla rates,
sslons frora

{ henes
tri com tons are rharged ity
parchases made tor them, d
ng them basldey ths beneti, of my ex-
co and facilitles in the actual price

want several difforent |
NALY HepArata trad
writing of only
L1 Insure Lt
" Oroe

y P ng me suthority to act ]
agent. Whenever you want to buy
1 sond your orders to

anys-
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sy Wholesale and RBetail Grecer
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My stock of staple and {eney grocerie

lwave on band Jusl ree
White Flsl
nd Lake Herrit 1 ¢ nid lngpec
t remurkably low figures,
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Flnest Grade of Eells,

COLLEGES,
Fully warranted ; satisfaction gu

Md, U, ntion this paper.
v, BUGKEYE RELL FOUNDRY
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PROVISIO WINES
AND LIQUORS,
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'MITH BROTHERS,
PLUMBERS, GAS & STEAM 1
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BENZIGER’S
CATHOLIC HOME ALMAN A(

FOR 1890,

Can now be bad by sending Tw Ly- iy
cenisto THOR, COFFEY, Cathollc
Record Office, London,

Also to be had from our travelll e age
PRAYER BOOK®

A large ancd elegant stock saitable for
Christmas Prerents,

CATHOLIC BOOKS

of all the best authors, Rosnrtes, Lace a
other Pletures, Scapul
CANDLES:

A large consignment of re Det
Qaudles t receive
Orders by mall prom ( §
THOS., COFF§ -

Catholle Reeord Oftica. [Lor

CHURCH CRMAMENT

Bpecinl reduciion on
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solid xOiA
MASS WINE — The finest o
the continens,
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CARRIAGES AND SLEIGH

W. J. THOMPSON & HOI
Opposite Revere House, London
Has always 1n stock a largs assortment of
oevery style of Carriages and Bloighs., Tt la
Isone of the largest establichments of tha
kind In the Dominlon. Noue but Arsi-claay
work turned out. Prices always moderats,
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