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UNIVERSITY_OF OTTAWA.

Ottawa, Canads Muarch 7th, 1900
To the Kditor of THr CATHOLIO RECORD,
London, Ont.:
Dear Sir: For some_ time past f have read
~our eetin o paper, THE CATHOLIC RECORD,
pd congra'ninte you upon the manner In

which 1t ls published, )
Ita matter and form are both good : and &
ruly Catholie spirit pervades the whole.
Therefore. with pleasuro, 1 can re commend |
it bo the f hful,
Jessing u. and wishing you sucoess.
Belleve me, to remain
Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ,
t D. FALOONIO, Arch, of Larl
Apoet. Deleg.
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MARIE CORELLI'Y I'EMPORAI
POWER."”
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We have been asked to state on what {

crounds Marie Corelli's novel “ The ‘
Temporal Power '’ has been placed on |
¢he Index or catalogue of books prohib-
ted to be read by Catholics.

In answer to this we have to say
hat

reasons W

o not learned the immediate '

h induced the congrega-

tion of the Index to condemn the book;
put from the work itself ample reason

or this probibition may be found.

We do not deny the elegance of Marie |

Corelli’s language, the a y she dis-

D>

lays in setting forth her pet theories,

and the vividness of her imagination ;
but none of these gualities, nor all of

them together, constitute an excuse for

« Anarchy, justifying re ride

defendi

nd suicide, and, in fine, for endeavor-
ing to prejudice her readers against all
ivil government and religion. The
more brilliant the talents of an author

y his or her

wre the more dangerous a
writings, if their tendency is to propa-
gate dangerous and wicke d prineiples,
and in this respect the book on “The
Temporal Power '’ belongs to the very
wvorst class of novels which have ever
rained popularity.

We can only say in regard to the
authoress of this book that we regret
whe has not applied her talents to bet-
ter use than to waste her time on the
writing of such a farrago of mischiev-
ous nonsense. We must add that we
are surprised that it has been issued
ious firm in Toronto, * The

by a re
Methodist Book Concern.”

The book is, in one respect, of a elass
with Bugene Sue's “* Wandering Jew,”’
and Ifall Caine's ‘‘‘Eternal City gt
that is to say, it is in form a historical
movel without a particle of historical
truth in it.
sory its sole purpose appears to be to
ineuleate falsehood, and, like Kugene
Sue's infamous work, its chief purpose
is to malign most grossly and vulgarly
one of the most illustrious religious
orders of the Catholic Church, the
Jesuits ; but Kugene Sue, notwithstand-

In defiance of all true his-

ing his wicked ir
to state in his preface that his history
is purely imaginative. This much hon-
esty Marie Corelli lacks, She wishes
her readers to believe that the Jesuits
habitually inculeate lying,
perjury, and suicide, if these crimes
will benefit their order, and all this
under the hypoeritical pretext that they
are administering one of the most sacred
of the rites of the Catholic Church,
which was instituted by Christ Him-
self.

The Jesuits, we are told, * are bound
to maintain in every particular the
No matter how

ent, has the honesty

murder,

tenets of their order.
vile, or how reprehousibly false their

sorie ; are compelled to carry 3 y 5 f
theories, they ‘”l(‘ ok 1 of tt Y | this Congregation oblige all Catholics,
vOork ¢ ropaganda O oeir 4 &
m the work ‘m;l l" ox ]‘l ifico t s0 that Catholics, whother lay or cleri-
untior it ¢ yss and sacrifice Lo
anion, despite it X cal, must not read books condemned by

shemselves."'

ra bk i » intelligence 4
We shall not insult the intellig l sion from the same Congregation to do

of our readers by refuting this malie-
ous nonsense, of which no proof is
\ttempted further than the author's
assertion. The mere fact that tho
agsertion is made is suflicient to con-
{emn the book as abominable.

« Dishonor waits on porfidy. The
villian should blu sh to think a false
wod : 'Tis the crimo of cowards,”

O, JONNSON,

In fact in every possible way i8 the
Catholic Chureh maligned by the heroes
of the tale. One of whom speaks of chil-
dren, little girls who are being edu-
cated under Catholic influences, as
¢ future traitresses of men — girls
trained by priests to deceive their
nearest and dearest.”” We have no
Joubt that it is because of the anti-

Oatholie character of the work that it
has been issued from the press of The
Methedist Book Concern. This firm is
willing, apparently, to propagate Athe-
ism or any other ism, if it can only in-
jure the Catholic faith, We say Athe-
ism, because this novel is not mercly
anti-Catholic ; it is Atheistic.

It is true that God is in several pas-
gages addressed as a real Being Whom
we should reverence ; but in the very
opening of the book we are made to
understand that God is but ‘‘a Power
of Goodness and Beauty called by that
name,” and that by this ‘“ Power '’ the
heavens and the earth were created.

This evidently means that God is no
real Being, but is a necessary force to
which Atheists give several names, as
Nature, Force, Chance, or Evolution
by the survival of the fittest. Another
of these heroes speaks blasphemously
of our Divine Redeemer as a ** Social-
ist ' and says that * the Christian,
Church itsell has become a mere
gystem of money-making and self-ad-
vancement "'—this of the Church of
Christ said: *‘ the
hell shall not prevail against it,’”’ and
St. Paul, that it is ** the pillar and
ground of truth,”

which gates of

The chief heroine of the book, that
personage whose every aet is perfect,
whose every word is wisdom, is the
is suggestively explicit on

According to her, ‘* God
is a name merely,—but we giye it to that
Unseen but working FORCE
which rules the Universe.”’

one who
this point.

ever

The heroes of the story are members
of the * Revolutionary Committee,"”
vhich consists one half of Anarchists,
and the other half of Radicals, their
most important meeting being on ‘* the
Day of Fate’ when lots are drawn to
decide who shall assassinate certain
persons who are marked out for death
because they are held to be ‘‘enemies
of the people.”” Among them is *‘ the
king,”” who had himself joined the
committee for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the grievances of the people, and
ilis royalty was
unknowa to his brother conspirators

of redressing them.

until the day of fate, when the lot of
killing the king falls to himself, and
he dramatically undertakes the task to
Then |

he reveals his identity, and #nally it is

which he and they were sworn.

decided that he is not like other Kings,
but is at heart a friend of the people
and from conspirators who sought Lh('-
King's life the brethren of the Revolu-
Thus the

teaching of this book includes anarchy,

tion become ardently loyal.

murder,
book
demnation? And is

regicide. Is not sueh a
worthy of the strongest con-
not the Ro-
man Congregation of the Index
to be praised for warning the publie
not to expose themselves to the danger
of baving false principles instilled into
them by such reading?

We have proved by the strictest
reasoning all that we have asserted
concerning the immoral tendency of
this novel, except that it favors sui-

danger our salvation, and only such
useful books should be read ; for *‘ he
that loveth the danger shall perish in
it."”

ALTARS AND PRIESTS.

Liturgus, of Toronto, Ont., writes :

“1 have noticed in some English
papers the statement that in the court
circalars issued since King Edward
VII. came to the throne, the words
altar and priest are used for the first
time since the Reformation, table and
minister having been the words previ-
ously employed to express the same
ideas. Will you kindly ioform me
through the columns of the CarnoLic
Recorn what is the real difference in
the meaning of these words 2"’

Ans. The word minister is used by
the Catholic Church to signify any one
who takes part in the service of the
altar. In this sense it may be used of
the priest who celebrates the divine
mysteries, or of those who assist him

in this fungtion, as the deacon, sub-~

deacon, acalytcs and others who assist
in the celebration of Mass,

The word altar is derived from the
Latin altare, which, in
from
altar.

turn, comes
the two words alla ara—high

In pagan times, many nations used
altars placed on the summits of hills or
in pleasant groves for the offering of
sacrifices to the heavenly deities. The
Greeks and Romans made the altars {or
the worship of their heavenly deities
high, while the so-called infernal gods
were worshipped on
trenches.

altars sunk in
To the demigods, low altars
were erected, and thus a distinction
was made between the three kinds of
‘,‘.'wa~}11}'.

The Hebrew equivalent of altar i
mizbecha, whieh is derived from zebach, a

slaughtered animal, and thence a sacri-

fice. Other words were used in this
he word
the usual

word under the Mosaic Law tc express

sense, but very rarely. T1
mizbecha was, therefore,
the structure on which sacrifice was
offered to God, so that an altar and s

{

{ Government's

the form of ordination, and in the order
of visitation of the sick, where they are
required to absolve the sick who con-
fess their sins and are penitent for
them., The recent adoption of the
words priest and altar in the court cir-
culars, as mentioned by our correspond-
ent, has uudoubtedly risen out of the
fact that the doctrine of a Christian
sacrifice has of late yecars been largely
adopted in the Church of England.

—————
]

ent Church, that is to say, for a Church
independent of the Pope.

Father Aglipay was by no means a
model priest, but was of a turbulent
and rebellious disposition, and during
the war carried on by the Americans to
put down the were
fighting for independence, he sided
with the Filipino leader, Aguinaldo,
and even laid aside hi® clerical robes,
and became one of Aguinaldo's gen-

Filipinos who

MORE IRRELIGIOUS LEGISLA-
TION PROPOSED IN FRANCE.
It is stated that a vigorous campaign

is heing carried on against a new pro-

ject of law which Premier Combes has
introduced into the French Chamber of

Deputies whereby it is proposed to

prohibit members of any religious order

from giving instruction of any kind.

Numerous protests have been set in to

President Loubet against this measure,

Nearly all the Bishops of France have

sent in protests already,and in addition

the people are also in great numbers |
[

signing protests to the same effect.
Cardinals Richard and Langenieux
are the prime movers in this movement
in favor of the religious orders, and it
is sald that even from many localities
which have sent Deputies who support
the Government of M. Combes, protests
have been sent which were signed by a
large majority of the people. This may
be an indication that the irreligious
policy of Premier Combes is distastelul
to the people, but in view of the fact
that tue Government was so decisively
sustained at the last general election
we cannot feel sanguine that there is
any considerable reaction against the

policy now, however

| much we may hope that this is the case.

If there is such a reaction, the people
’

shovld manifest it in other ways than to

protest against anti religious legisla-

tion. They should send to the Chamber

Deputies who will not pass such

lation,

leg

{1
sacrifice were essentially connected
with each other.

In the Greek Septuagint the Hebrew
word is constantly translated thusi

terion wkich in turn is derived from

thusia, a sacrifice. is Greek word is

used for altar throughout the New

see that an

Testament, and thus
altar is always a struoeture on which
sacpifice is offered, and where there is
an altar there is necessazily a sacrifice.

There must also be a person who offers

the sacrifice. Under the Old Law this
person was the priest, who alome was
permitted te offer sacrifice.

Uader the New Law, St. Paul skows
the excellency of Christ's priesthoed in
these words :

“ Wa have such a High-Priest who is
set on the right hand of the throne of
Majesty in the heavens
every high-priest is ordained to ofSer
gifts and sacrifices ; wherefore it is of
necessity that this man (Christ) have
something also to offer.’”” (Fleb. viii.
1-3.)

Thus it is readily seen that the three
words priest, altar, sacrifice, are co- rel-

o o u B

We will not threw around this
erime the glamor with which Marie !
Corelli surrounds it by entering into §
getails in regard to her treatment of |
We shall |
only remark that two of the heroes ofl

cide.

this part of her subject.

the book are made to commib suicide,'d
and the third, the prineipal heroine, in
order to save one of the others from the |
suspieion of a crime which he has com- A
mitted, so arranges the eircamstances
of her death as to leave it to be
believed by the publie that she too has
committed suicide. She thus sancti-
fic this erime in the eyes of her read-

ars,

A word now in regard to the foree of
a book by the |
This Con-

the condemnation of
Congregation of the Index.
gregation (which may be regarded as a
special Committee of the |
Chureh) was instituted by Pope Pius |
V. to guard the faithiul from the danger
of reading bad books, or books which
may endanger faith or morals. It is
the daty of our Moy Father to keep
the lambs and sheep of Christ’s flock
committed to his care from poisonous
pastures. For this puarpose the Con-
gregation was instituted, being com-
posed of a number of Cardinals and
loarned theologians., The decrees of

standing

it, unless they have obtained permis-

g0. This permission is given only

when the Sacred Congregation has been

ative and imply each other, so that
where thers is an altar or place of
sacrifice, there is necessarily a priest
who sacrifices, and a sacrifice offered by
the priest, on the altar ; and siwilarly
with each of the three, where there is
any one, the other two are implied to
exist.

In Heb. xiii.10 8t. Paal says:

“ We have an altar whereof bthey
have no right to eat who serve the
tabernacle.”’

From this we justly infer that under
the New Law there is a priesthood and
a sacrifice of which the Jews who serve
the tabernaela are not permitiad to

eat.
We have also the prophecy of Isaias

[ in regard to the conversionof the Gen-|
tiles to Christ :

“ In that day shail there be an. altar
of the Lord in the midst of the land of
KBgypt. . . . And the Kgyptians
shall know the Lord im that day, and
shall worskip him with sacrifices and
offerings.”’ —

With altars and sacrifices in Xgypt,
there must also be a priesthood. This
is, therefcre, a prophesy of the priest-
hood of the New Law.

In Isaizs xvi. 20-21 it is foretold
that all nations shall serve Cod, and
that *“I will take of them to be priests
and Levites saith she Lord.,” From
this passage we may also infer that
there is an altar and a sacrifice under
the New Law.

The English word priest is derived
from the Latin presbyter or the Greek

presbutoros which signified originally a

satisfactorily assured that the person

|
| obtaining it is so well instructed that

he is not liable to perversion either in

\H‘\ith or morals, and also that it is

1; needful that he should have this per-

| mission that he may be able to refute
‘th.\ errors and guard the faithfuj
against the evil influences of bad litera-
ture.

(Catholies should, therefore, not read
such books as that of Marie Corelli on
« The Temporal Power.”” There are
plenty of useful books which may be
read to advantage whether moral, his-
torical, or scientific or even recreative,
without resorting to those which em-

senior or elderly person, but which was
afterward used to designate the Chris-
tian priesthood, equally with the Greek
hicreus and Latin sacerdos, all of which
are used in the same seuse.

In the Protestant Churches generally,
as there was no saerifice, there was
neither priest nor altar, but the new
clergy were called ministers, and, in-
stead of an altar, a table was used for
the so-called sacrament of ** the Lord's
Supper.”” The Church of England,
however, retains the word priest in a
few places of the book of Common
Prayer, especially where priestly func-
tions are claimed for the clergy, as in

. | diverted from his purpr

|

It is said that M. Combes will not be

se of passing the

iniquitous new measure, SO the issue
will be distinet, and if Catholic senti-

ant in the

ment is still really domi

nation, it ought to show itself unmistak-

bly

there will be any change for the better
until a new election will take place.

On the other hand, there are rumors
’

of a better understanding between the
rulers of France and the Holy See. Itis
said that the difficrdty in regard to the
appointment of Frereh Bishops has been

agreement arrived as have not been
made ¥nown to the publie. It is cer-
tain also that though the extreme
Socialicts are endeavoring to destroy
the Coneordat, and also to break up
the Papal nunciature at Paris, the
Government have so far refused to talke
any steps in thisdirecticn.
for this may be that the Government

agreement with the TJatican, it can
better enslave the Chureh, which gives
many evidences of a spirit of independ-
ence which is not at all agreeable to
the Government. The present state of
affairs cannot last much longer, as the
relations of the Church and State can-
not endure much more the present
strain whieh threatens to resalt in an
irreparable rupture.

r——————————

THE FILIPINO 30HISM.

Shortly after the establishment oi
American rule on the Island of Luzon,
much stress was laid by the anti-Cath-
olic press of the United States on the
fact that a certain priest named Father
Aglipay had succeeded in gathering
round him a number of discontented
priests and troublesome laymen who
formed thomselves into a Filipino Inde-
pendent or National Church. It was
taken for granted that this organiza-
tion wouwld wean the Filipinos frowm the
Pope and the Catholie Church, and
that in this way the population of the
ijslands would gradually cease to be-
come Catholics and end by becoming
Protestants.

Thers is no doubt that there is an

anti-Catholic party arong the Filipinos
and this party endeavored to blacken
in every way the character of the
Friars who for four hundred years have
spent themselves in educating and
civilizing the Filipinos, who are the
only Malaysians who ever yet have be-
come Christianized ; and the work has
been so well accomplished that the

Those who have remained Pagans and
Mahometans form a nucleus for an
anti-Catholic party, and by joining
with these politically, discontented
Catholics were able to ereate some dis-
turbance among the people, and the
cession ¢f the islands by Spain to the
vietorious Americons was a sufficient
opportunity for these malcontents to
raise an outery against the clergy, and

to start the movement for an independ-

and this can be done only |

hen it is thus openly set at |

ledance. We 2an bardly suppose that |
|

to tke effect that shere are indieations |

solved, though the exact terms of the |

The reason |

hopes tlat by retaining these forms of |

Pilipinos are now nearly all Catholics. |

erals. Aguinaldo, to retain him on his
side named him ** military Viear Gen-
eral,” and by virtue of this usurped
authority, after Aguinaldo’s capture,
was enabled to palm himself upon Gov-
ernor Taft,as a friend to the Americans,
and in fact he aided Governor Taft in
establishing ecivil government among
the Iliconos.

Governor Taft recently declared in
| an interview with a reporter of the
| New Century of Washington that in
itnk'mg Father Aglipay with him, he
{had no intention to encourage in any

Independent Church, and, indeed, it
| was not till aiter the return of the
i(iuvurnur from Rome that the schis-
matical movement was undertaken by
Aglipay, and it was the agitation on
the part of a section of the people
against the which gave the
National Church movement some prom-

Friars

inence. The Governor says, further,

way the establishment of a Nntion:\l_

——
likely as M. Millerand has been form,
ally repudiated by the Sun:xlint'.
party, the Socialistic Federation of um
Seine having declared that M, “l“em
and was a ¢raitor against wmdint;.
principles in voting against the .

istic motion offered in the Cluw -‘,’.(rm(]);
Deputies on Nov. 23rd proposing dige
armament of the nation,

The matter having gone thus (4, it
difficult to see how the breach by \\(x‘:
the heterogeneous Ministerial ,_n,u,,.
is to be healed. Premier Combes hl;.:
hitherto been able to keep the -*»ciaf.

ists in leash, but the present situation
demonstrates that they chafe undep the
restraint, and wish to break inio morg
radical measures than even the remjgy
deems it advisable to adopt at the Pres
sent moment,

M. Milleraux has already declareq
that he is not in favor of revo)

that the Aglipay schismatical move-
ment is, in his opinion, on the ebb, and
that the efforts of the Aglipay party to
obtain some of the Church property are
not likely to be successful.

From other sources we learn that the

Aglipay schism never had more than |

about six thousand adherents, and the
pumber is rapidly diminishing. Ve
have no doubt its fate will be like that
of the Old Catholie schism, which Bis-
marck wished to use in order to de-
stroy the Catholic Church in Germany.
The Old Catholicism has disappeared,

and tho Filipino schism of Agilpay

will soon disappear also, leaving not a

trace behind. The appointment of

Monsigneur Guidi as Apostolie Dele-

gate to the Islands has contributed |

very greatly towards removing all

canses of discontent, and Governo:

Taft said that the Catholie Church is

much stronger there because of his |

sagaeity and prudence.

———————

JOHN ALEXANDER,

Jolin Alexander Dowie, the Zion

City of Illinois pseundo-Elijah, who is |

now in New South Wales, is having a
lively time with the people of that
locality, who have a hearty detestation
of humbugs of all kinds, and espeeially
| of religious humbugs who falsely lay
claim to divine inspiration.

He has been holding meetings at
| Sydney for the propagation of his
peculiar religious temets, and large
crowds were attracted to these assem-
blagee, nos for the purpose of accepting
his gospel, but to express their indig-
pation at his teachings which they did
by howling and hooting, and by other
unmistakable marks of their dissent.
The whole matter culminated a few
days ago when a crowd of 5,000 people
broke up his meeting, driving the false
prophet from his hall. He took refuge
in a cab and drove to his hotel, fol-
lowed by the mob. The police were
unable to cheek the hostile demonstra-
tion, and Dowie, fearing that violence
would be done him, is reported to have
made his eseape from the hotel by 2
back door.

FRANCE.

There is eonsiderable commotion
among the supporters of the govern-
,\ ment of M. Combes owing partly to the
greatly reduced majority by which M.
| Brisson was elected to the Presidency,
| and still more to the fact that the
“ Socialist candidate, M. Jaures, was not
i elected to the Vice Presidency.
| M. Brisson's election was secured by
{ a majority of 257 votes against 219, and
that majority was obtained only by the
exertion of the Premier's personal in-
| fluence with his usual supporters.
[ Many believe that this fact shows that
| the ministerial majority is breaking up,
| but the rejection of M. Jaures as Vice-
‘lI’residont shows in a much stronger
;light, the internal dissensions of the
| ministerial party.

The Socialist group of deputies are
| certainly the second in numbers among
‘I those which Premier Combes has sus-
| taining him ; and as such it was en-
titled to the Vice-Presidency according
to the rule generally followed by the
Chamber. The rejection of M. Jaures
is, therefore, a very plain indication
that the Government is not disposed to
go the length desired by the Socialists
in opposition to religion. In fact, his
defeat has already caused a rupture
between the Socialistic and the mod-
erate  Republican, and there are
many who prognosticate that the upshot
of the matter will be the splitting up of
the party in power, and this may very
easily result in a change of government
before many months or even many
weeks elapse. This is all the more

|
i
|
IT"E POLITICAL SITUATION IN
i
[
|

i ‘1‘»hary
measures, though he will continye to
advocate reforms which are ppy .
ticable., With this declaratioy the
Socialists are not satisfled, and
they desire to punish | for
his moderation, but his ¢ lents
declare for the position he Wken
and show that they have no ‘m‘;
with the action of the listig
Foderation. Under these cir \nces
| there is good reason to hope that ),
(‘ombes will draw back from unge
into radicalism to which he | ready

‘I committed bimself in order please
| the Socialists. If he expect  sup-
| port of a majority in the ( ber of

| Deputies without the Sociali
he will need to pause in the

revolution to which durir

couple of years he shaped
He must follow a more mode

if he expects the support ol

wtes in the Chamber to ta

of the Socialists on whom he

to depended ; or, better st
'8

have to give way to those

| ready the advoecates of mo

of the liberties and rights of

men.

| THE WAR IN THE FA

|  Since our last week's r¢ 8
progress of the war, the rents
have Be S DO :

E.l.u been very secret in rd to
war news. The Czar ced de-

‘ 1

| clared by a decree that the n-

o : 8

| dition of affairs will be made

| without any concealment; b S &

|

matter of fact there has b

| ment. To this date, the

acconnt of the destruction of 18sian
vessels at Port Arthur by the Japanese

fleet, has not been given out by either
belligerent, and it is only from what
has been told from other sources that

the facts as we have already stated
them were gleaned., Admiral Alexief
has constantly asserted that the vessels
which were injured would be able tore
sume work within a few days, or at most
within a fortnight after the injuries
were inflicted ; but more than three
weeks have elapsed, and thers is no
likelihood _shat the damages will be re-
paired for many weeks, if it can be
done at all. There is no dry dock at
Port Arthur, and it is said that there
is a plan to build one at once, but this
will require time, the more especially
as efficient engineers are said not be
on hand to undertake such a work at
once. kngineers must therefore be
brought from Vladivostock, or some
other point before the work can be
done.

The Japanese have made several new
attacks upon Port Arthur, but not
with the success of their first onslaught.
The number of attacks so far have been
five. On the 24th of February a des
perate attempt was made to bettle up
the Russian fleet within the harbor by
sinking heavily laden transports at the
entrance. These steamers were pre
maturely sunk by the batteries and
the guns of the Retvizan, which even
in its disabled condition was able t0
render good service as a battery.
Other reports state that though the
Japanese did not succeed in closing the
harbor against small vessels, they did
succeed in making it impracticable for
large battleships to enter. The Rus
sians claim that the fighting on thi3
occasion was a decisive victory for
them. It was a dubious victory it
reality, and certainly it was not of
such magnitude as the Japanese viee
tories of the 8th and 9th of the month:
The harbor is 500 yards at the e
trance where it was hoped to sink th
merchant vessels.

It is stated as an evidence of th
marvellous courage displayed by the
Japanese, that their officers rival each
other in zeal to obtain positions on the
torpedo boats whieh have been of 80
much utility in the attacks made on the
Russian fleet. These torpedo boats
must approach the vessel they attack
within 1,000 yards to be effective, 308
they are so frail that at close range
rifle bullet will penetrate them; bub
they are capable of so great a spee
that the gunners are perplexed to turd
their guns rapidly enough to take alm
against them, as they are able to&
around the battleships at the rate of B
miles an hour. It is, however, the mosh
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